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The next general membership meeting will be held 

Thursday May 15, 2008 
7:30 PM at the Palm Beach Garden Club, across from the Science Museum 
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            Our program this month will be presented by Joe Tenhagen. Joe is 
no stranger to the Society, and has presented many excellent programs. In 
May, he will be talking to us about crystallography. Joe has asked members 
to bring some of their own crystals to the meeting fir ID and show and tell! 
            Joe was a geology and chemistry major and became a gemologist.  
He is a Graduate Gemologist (GIA) and an FGA (Fellow of the Gemologi-
cal Association of Great Britain) since 1969.  He is also a certified gemolo-
gist and Senior Member of the National Association of Jewelry Appraisers.   
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            The show committee is sponsoring a Case Repair Party! The dis-
play cases we use at the Annual show are in need of some touchup and 
some tender loving care. We will be holding the party at the Garden Club 
on May 25th. If you can help load them up at the storage facility, meet 
there at 9AM. You can call Carl or Deb Bengston  for directions. The fun 
begins at 10AM at the Garden Club. If you have tools, feel free to bring 
them. We will need needle nose pliers, small hammers, wire cutters, and 
rivet guns just to name a few. The areas of the cases that are most in need 
of repair are the joints between the aluminum channels and the walls of the 
cases. These are riveted in place, but some have come loose or lost their 
rivets. The lock hinges also are in need of repair in some cases as well. 
This is not heavy lifting work and for the most part can be done easily. 
 
            And…..to entice you more…..LUNCH!!! The Show committee will 
be providing an awesome chicken lunch. Please bring plates, utensils, 
drinks, and a side to share with the rest of the crew. 
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Fordite is a unique automotive enamel material, 
with an interesting history. The original layered 
automotive paint slag "rough" was made inciden-
tally, years ago, by the now extinct practice of hand 
spray-painting multiples of production cars in big 
automotive factories. The oversprayed paint in the 
painting bays gradually built up on the tracks and 
skids that the car frames were painted on. Over 
time, many colorful layers built up there. These lay-
ers were hardened repeatedly in the ovens that the 
car bodies went into to cure the paint. Some of these 
deeper layers were even baked 100 times. Eventu-
ally, the paint build-up would become obstructing, 

or too thick and heavy, and had to be removed.  As the story goes, some 
crafty workers with an eye for beauty realized that this unique byproduct 
was worth salvaging. It was super-cured, patterned Continued on Page 3 



May 2008 Volume 42 No. 9 

The ROCKHOUND  
Official publication of the Gem & Mineral Society of the Palm Beaches, Inc. 

Page 2 

����

�����


������
�����


Please remember, every person arriving 
before 7:30 will receive a FREE door 
prize ticket. Come early this month so 
you can get a ticket! The door prize this month is a sil-
ver rose pin. Raffle prizes will include an emerald and 
amethyst bracelet, a tiger eye necklace and a walrus 
figurine 

  There will be one or two surprise items as well! 

We need your donations!! If anyone has collected too 
much, any donations would be appreciated for our 
monthly raffles. 

Harriet Flashenburg, 
Raffle Coordinator  

The Rockhound 
Copyright 2008 

by the 
Gem & Mineral Society of the Palm Beaches, Inc. 

 
Permission to reprint original material herein not otherwise copyrighted is 

granted provided credit is given to both author and publication. 
Articles not bylined are by the Editor. 
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Please have items for the May ROCKHOUND  
by  June 12. Submissions can be emailed to 

BNMJEFF@AOL.COM 
Or you can call Jeff Ursillo 561-706-9549 
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To associate persons of the Palm Beach area of 
Florida who are interested in earth sciences, to work 
together as an organization in the gathering, cutting, 
displaying, and studying of rocks, shells, artifacts, 
and any kind of scientific objects of interest to the 
individual and the organization to promote commu-
nity interest in these objects. 
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Celebrating this month are 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Birthstones for the month of May are emerald, sapphire, 
agate, and carnelian 

 
Did we miss your birthday?  Please let either Ingrid Webster 

or Jeff Ursillo know and we will correct the omission. 

Jerry Callahan 
Mary Koplin 
Coralie Norvell 
Aurora Siegel  
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from West Seattle Petroglyphs, Jan. 2007 

Natural and synthetic stones need TLC. Here are 
some tips for extending the life and luster of your 
stones. 
• Clean stones with hot, soapy water. 
• Dry stones thoroughly with a soft towel. 
• Some stones can be cleaned in an ultrasonic 
cleaner; some can be permanently damaged if 
cleaned in one (amber, coral, lapis, opal, pearl and 
turquoise, for example). 
• Rub gems with a smooth, soft cloth to remove fin-
gerprints and keep them shiny. 
• Store stones away from intense heat and light. 
 

Hiding Fractures in Your Cabs 
The secret of hiding fractures in a cab with epoxy is 
to shape your stone and semi-polish it. Heat the 
stone to 200 degrees in an oven (Not one that you 
use for food). Mix epoxy and apply it to one end of 
the crack and work toward the outside of the 
cab so that the air in the fracture is driven out and the 
resin now replaces it. You will note that the epoxy 
becomes very fluid when it touches the hot stone and 
flows right into the crack. Put the stone back in the 
oven for 20 minutes for the epoxy to harden. Scrape 
off the surplus and proceed with your final polish. 
And remember to inform your buyers that the stone 
has been repaired!


Bob Skigen  
Deb Slutzky 
Anne Voltz 
Starr-Carol Williamson 
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The next show committee meeting will be June 16th, 
6:30 Pm at KC Foster’s home.  Call KC at 968-5287 
for directions 
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The meeting  was called to order at 7:40 pm at the Palm Beach 
Garden Club by President Jeff Ursillo 
 
PROGRAM - Jen Ursillo did a wonderful slide show presenta-
tion, The Ancient Art of Chainmaille, it was very interesting and 
informative. 
 
MINUTES - the minutes from the March membership were mo-
tioned to be accepted and approved as printed in the Rockhound. 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT - Barbara Ringhiser read the treas-
ure’s report for March. A motion was made and seconded to ac-
cept the report as read. Motion was carried.. 
 
NEWSLETTER - Jeff Ursillo reported the deadline for the 
newsletter is May 8th. 
 
WEBSITE - Jen Ursillo reported that she has not been able to 
get into the web site yet, but she is very close to getting through 
Yahoo’s security questions.  
 
FIELD TRIPS - No report. Michelle Renné was absent. 
 
SHOP: - John Holmstrom asked that no food be brought into 
the shop. 
 
CLASSES - Debbie Slutzky reported that the fused class on Sat-
urday was cancelled, but there are many new and ongoing classes 
being offered at the shop. 
 
MEMBERSHIP – Ingrid Webster reported that we had three 
new members.  
 
SHOW - Carl Bengston reported that all of the vendor spaces 
for the show were sold out.  He will be going thru the cases soon; 
he gave an unconfirmed date of 5/24/08.  Also all the table cov-
erings were clean and looked very good.  There will be a show 
meeting at Casey’s house on 6/16/08.  This Sunday (4/20) he 
would be moving from our 10 x 10 storage unit to a bigger 10 x 
20 unit, anyone willing to help, please come by. 
 
SOCIAL EVENTS – The Board is sorry that the Steak BBQ was 
cancelled but there were not enough members signed up. We will 
try again in the fall! 
 
RAFFLE COORDINATOR – Harriet Flashenburg reported 
that $34.00 was made on the raffle.   
 
 
We had three new guests at the meeting tonight.   
Also the 2007 show was dedicated to Sy  Schweitzer and a 
plaque was given to him by Deb Bengston. 

Minutes submitted my Ruth Ekiert, Secretary  
 

like psychedelic agate, and could be cut and polished 
with relative ease! And so it was. As word got around 

about this remarkable mate-
rial, it's been said that rock 
hounds started showing up at 
auto factories, offering to 
help remove that problematic 
paint!  
Sadly, the techniques that 
produced this great rough 
years ago, are no longer in 
practice. Cars are now 

painted by way of an electrostatic process that essen-
tially magnetizes the enamels to the car bodies. This 
leaves little, or no overspray. The old factory methods 
that created this incredible material are long gone. 
Like most other “stones” we cut, there is more than 
one variety! 

Fordite Type Classifications:  
V.I.- Vintage Incidental 

(Created Incidentally in Auto Factories) 
Type 1: Separated Colors- Regular grey banding of 
primer layers between color layers.  
Type 2: Color on Color- Opaques and metallics. Lim-
ited colors. Small parts collection. 
Type 3: Color on Color- Drippy, with multiple colors 
and layers.. Psychedelic lace and orbital patterns, with 
occasional surface channeling. 
Type 4: Color on Color- Opaques and metallics, with 
bleeding, thin color layers, sometimes containing pit-
ted layers. 
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After stepping around a marked police patrol car parked 
at the front door, a man walked into H & J Leather & 
Firearms intent on robbing the store. The shop was full of 
customers and a uniformed officer was standing at the 
counter. Upon seeing the officer, the would-be robber an-
nounced a hold-up, and fired a few wild shots from a tar-
get pistol. The officer and a clerk promptly returned fire, 
and several customers also drew their guns and fired. The 
robber was pronounced dead at the scene by paramedics. 
Crime scene investigators located 47 expended cartridge 
cases in the shop. The subsequent autopsy revealed 23 
gunshot wounds. Ballistics identified rounds from seven 
different weapons. No one else was hurt.  
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Saturday May 17, 2008 
Meet at the Brownville County Park about 

9 am till ? 
SUPPLY CHECKLIST 
1. Bucket(s) – 5-gal and/or 1-gal (bait bucket is GREAT) 
2. Colander and/or sifting screen 
3. Hat, sunglasses 
4. Garden gloves 
5. Floating “noodle” 
6. Poly rope/D-rings to attach to your belt/apron 
7. Shoe laces 
8. Beach shoes/dive booties/sneakers 
9. Ziplock baggies 
10. First aid kit 
11. “Home Depot” type carpenter’s apron 
12. LONG sleeved shirt 
13. Waterproof sunscreen 
14. Small shovel/trowel and/or pointed medium-size shovel, 3-tine garden 
claw 
15. Mask & snorkel 
16. Toilet paper, paper towels 
17. Canoe, Kayak, small raft or blow-up boat if you plan go a ways up or down the river for carrying your 
equipment and/or finds 
18. Food and Drinking water ! 
 
DIRECTIONS: 
I-95 north to the “Beeline Highway” (Blue Heron exit). Go west thru Indiantown to Okeechobee where it dead-
ends. Make a left to go west on I-70 past Sebring to Arcadia. About ½ through town, look for I-17. Go north 
about 7 miles to Brownville Rd. then go west about 2 miles. The park is on the left with a BIG sign just before a 

bridge that goes over the Peace River ! There are camp sites, picnic ta-
ble, bathrooms with showers (it is well water so doesn’t smell great) 
but no drinking water. There is a concrete ramp for canoes, etc. and 
paths to other accesses to the river. It is still quite low and cool but 
these next two months are the BEST times ! Call Michelle for other 
info or directions, etc. at 561/644-2323. Hope to see you there ! 
 
The website www.paleocurrents.com/ has a large section devoted to 
the Peace River and it’s fossils. The link is contained in the bottom 
half of the page, in the secion titled Other Topics in Paleontology.” 
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Peace River picture 
from www.paleocurrents.com 

Glyptotherium Species (Glyptodonts) armor plates off 
large armadillo like creature. 
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               A rush is on in western Palm Beach County's farmland. 
But gold is not the prize, and today's prospectors do not wield 
pans or pickaxes. Companies, including some of the best-
connected in Florida, hope to spend as many as 74 years blasting 
and digging out the deceptively mundane essentials of the re-
gion's construction industry: sand, crushed rock and limestone. 
               In a long-awaited decision that environmentalists view 
as precedent-setting, county leaders will consider letting the com-
panies dramatically expand their reach in the west with 10,500 
acres of new mines. 
               That's a 156 percent increase in mining in the region, 
which state transportation planners deem one of Florida's six 
most abundant repositories of sand and rock - as yet, almost en-
tirely untapped. 
               The issue comes before county commissioners this week 
despite lingering questions about the mines' effects on the drink-
ing water supply and hopes of rescuing the Everglades. 
"All of them have the potential for extreme environmental dam-
age," said Joanne Davis of the growth watchdog group 1000 
Friends of Florida. "And they all have the potential for com-
pletely removing any alternatives for restoring the Everglades." 
But industry representatives say the environmental concerns are 
overblown and largely speculative, while the long-term demands 
for sand and rock threaten to drive up costs and delay construc-
tion of badly needed roads.  
               The state's environmental and economic goals need not 
trample each other, said Douglas Callaway, head of the industry 
group Floridians for Better Transportation. 
               "As a state, I think we're smart enough to walk and chew 
gum at the same time," Callaway said, adding that mining oppo-
nents "don't understand the costs" of not having enough rock. 
               "Your house is going to cost more," he said. 
"Transportation projects won't be done as fast because the cost 
will go up artificially. There's a whole ripple effect that will ag-
gravate our economy at the worst possible time." 
But opponents fear balancing the two may not be so easy. If the 
mines are approved Thursday, County Commissioner Jess San-
tamaria said, it will be difficult for the commission to turn down 
similar projects. 
               "Once you open the door, I don't recall a single instance 
where something that was started was ever stopped," he said.  
               Last week, mining lobbyists dropped in on county com-
missioners and hosted sit-downs with local environmental activ-
ists. The push comes on the heels of a setback last week for the 
industry in Tallahassee, where a Senate committee rejected a pro-
posal to take decisions about new mines out of local govern-
ments' hands. 
               Rinker Materials, Florida Rock Industries and Bergeron 
Sand, Rock & Aggregate seek the right to blast 50 feet or more 
below ground and churn out sand and rock at a rate no faster than 
100 acres per year. The pace is just slow enough to avoid trigger-
ing a more comprehensive - and for the miners, more expensive - 
review. 

               The largest of the three proposed mines, Florida Rock's 
7,036 acres, would be allowed to dig until 2083. 
The leftover pits would serve as reservoirs. In the case of Flor-
ida Rock, which hopes to mine cane fields under a lease from U.
S. Sugar Corp., the reservoir would irrigate thousands of sur-
rounding acres, said the mining company's attorney, Alan Ciklin 
of West Palm Beach. 
               The company would pour $55 million into the mine, 
creating at least 60 jobs offering middle-class salaries and bene-
fits in a rural area that needs them, he said. 
"Only good things will happen as a result of this mine," Ciklin 
said. 
               In a March 2007 report based on data from before the 
housing bust, the state Department of Transportation estimated 
a deficit in rock aggregates production, saying Florida con-
sumes about 143 million tons each year while producing about 
120 million tons. 
               That shortage no longer exists because of the slow-
down in home construction, Transportation Department geolo-
gist John Shoucair said. But he said the demand is sure to re-
turn. Even so, rock mining has been deeply controversial. In 
Miami-Dade County, which used to produce about 50 million 
tons of aggregates a year, a federal judge shut down much of 
that production in July. He cited environmental concerns, in-
cluding the discovery of benzene in the county's water supply.  
The Palm Beach County mine proposals come a month after 
commissioners told their staff to consider doing a comprehen-
sive study of how mining might affect the 700,000-acre Ever-
glades Agricultural Area. 
               The housing slowdown and resulting dip in demand for 
sand and rock make now the time to complete such a study, said 
Santamaria, who represents much of the western county. "Right 
now there is no urgent need for this aggregate," he said. "They 
have supply at the moment. There is time to do the study." 
Mining representatives say that's a red herring. 
               "What you're saying is, go ahead and study 700,000 
acres before you dig a mine that is 1 percent of that," said Cik-
lin, the attorney for Florida Rock. "That is nothing more than 
more paralysis by analysis." 
               But what effect might new mines have on the health of 
the Everglades, the subject of a $10.9 billion state-federal resto-
ration project? Commissioner Karen Marcus said that's her main 
concern. "Everglades restoration needs to be the priority," she 
said. 
               But Commissioner Bob Kanjian said it's unfair to 
block the plans without a definitive reason. "We're in this hold-
ing pattern right now that does nobody any good," he said. 
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By PAUL QUINLAN Palm Beach Post Staff Writer Monday, April 21, 2008 
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Marv Berkowitz 
Correct Email               DrZaydie@hotmail.com 

 
John Holmstrom 
Add Email                    JHolms13@earthlink.net 
 
Listing for Lorraine Jetter should included Sey-
mour Jetter and not Susan Krongold 
 
Joyce & Jerry Callahan 
New address                 13023 Janico Bay 
                                       Boynton Beach FL 33436 

Location 
Of the GMSPB 

Shop and 
classroom 
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1.      Triclinic 
2.      Cabochons 
3.      Schists 
4.      Synthetic 
5.      Cobalt 
6.      Titanium 
7.      Monoclinic 
8.      Calomel 
9.      Lapilli 
10.     Igneous 
11.     Silicates 
12.     Succinic 
13.     Corundum 
14.     Molybdenum 
15.     Mica 
16.     Angstrom 
17.     Massicot 
18.     Tourmaline 
19.     Epidot 
20.     Emerald 
21.     Diamond 
22.     Dysprosium 
23.     Manganese 
24.     Euclase 
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11 12 
Open Shop 

7-9PM 

13 
Fused Glass 
Open Shop  
9AM - Noon 

 

14   
 Open Shop 

 9AM—NOON 
 

Cab class  
6-9PM 

15 
Membership 

Meeting  

16 
Open Shop 

6-9PM 
General Work 

17 
Fused Glass 
(Advanced) 

12-4PM 
At the shop 

18 
 

19 
Open Shop 

7-9PM 
 

20 
Fused Glass 
Open Shop  
9AM - Noon 

21 
Open Shop 

 9AM—NOON 
Cab class  

6-9PM 

22 
 

23 
Open Shop 

6-9PM 
General Work 

24 
 

25 26 27 
 

28 
Open Shop 

 9AM—NOON 
Cab class  

6-9PM 
 

29 
 

30 
Open Shop 

6-9PM 
General Work 

31 
 

1 2 
Micromounter  

Meeting 
KC Foster’s 

house 
See page 2 

3 
Fused Glass 
Open Shop  
9AM - Noon 

 
Board Meeting 

4 
Open Shop 

 9AM—NOON 
Cab class  

6-9PM 
 

5 
 

6 
Open Shop 

6-9PM 
General Work 

7 
Chain Making 

(Beginner) 
Box Chain 

At the Shop 
1-4 PM 

8 9 
Open Shop 

7-9PM 

10 
Fused Glass 
Open Shop  
9AM - Noon 

 
Chain Making 
Japanese Exp. 

7-9:30PM 
At the Shop 

11   
 Open Shop 

 9AM—NOON 
 

Cab class  
6-9PM 

12 
 

13 
Open Shop 

6-9PM 
General Work 

14 

15 
 

16 
Open Shop 

7-9PM 
 
 

17 
Fused Glass 
Open Shop  
9AM - Noon 

18 
Open Shop 

 9AM—NOON 
Cab class  

6-9PM 
 
 

19 
Membership 

Meeting  

20 
Open Shop 

6-9PM 
General Work 

21 
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New shop rules are in effect . Copies are available at the shop.  Please note on your shop waiver form 
that you have received and read the new rules. New liability forms need to be signed for 2008 for 
anyone using the shop. 
Classes will be scheduled when teachers have enough students signed up. Class fee is pre-paid and non-
refundable unless the class is cancelled. The Club receives 50% of the class fee only, not materials fee. $5 
shop use fee is NOT charged when attending a class. Whether attending a class or using the shop, you must 
sign a Liability Waiver (New waiver must be signed after the first of every year)  and sign the Shop’s Log 
book on each visit.  



May 2008 Volume 42 No. 9 

The ROCKHOUND  
Official publication of the Gem & Mineral Society of the Palm Beaches, Inc. 

Page 8 

���������������������������� �����

If you are interested in taking a class that is listed above, but cannot make it to the Membership meeting to sign up, there is hope!!!! 
Call Deb Slutzky at 561-753-9937, or the teacher of the class. Occasionally, there are seats available and every effort will be made to 

fit you in to the class. 

CLASS INSTRUCTOR PHONE COST DATE TIME 

Art Clay Silver Michelle Renné 561-969-3291 $50 + $85 materials 
(depending on cost of 
silver) 

Saturday, 
August 2 

10-4PM at the Shop 

Cabochon  
Six 3-hr sessions 

Ed Flashenburg 561-733-1466 $60 Ongoing Wednesdays, 
6-9PM at the Shop 

Chain Making (Beg) – 
Box Chain 

Kelly Azor 561-635-7619 $40 + $20 materials Saturday, 
June 7 

1-4PM at the Shop 

Chain Making (Beg) – 
Byzantine Chain 

Kelly Azor 561-635-7619 $40 + $30 materials Saturday, 
date TBD 

1-4PM at the Shop 

Chain Making (Beg) – 
Japanese Exploration  

Jen Ursillo 561-329-4343 /
morocket@aol.com 

$30 + $25 materials Tuesday, 
June 10 

7-9:30PM at the Shop 

Chain Making (Adv) – 
Snake Chain  

Jen Ursillo 561-329-4343 /
morocket@aol.com 

$30 + $25 materials Saturday, 
June 28 

1-4PM at the Shop 

Chain Making (Adv) – 
Turkish Round 

Jen Ursillo 561-329-4343 /
morocket@aol.com 

$30 + $25 materials Saturday, 
July 12 

1-4PM at the Shop 

Enameling on Copper  
Two 3-hr sessions  

Hazel Levin 561-439-6915 $40 + $15 materials Two 
Tuesday 
afternoons 
TBD in June 

1-4PM at the Shop 

Enameling on Copper  
Two 3-hr sessions  

Hazel Levin 561-439-6915 $40 + $15 materials Two 
Saturday 
sessions  
TBD 

1-4PM at the Shop 

Fused Glass (Beginner/
Tuesday AM) 

Frank Hecker 561-742-4337 $40 + $15 materials Ongoing - 
Tuesdays – 
call Frank 
prior to 
confirm 

9:30 -12Pm at the Shop 

Fused Glass (Beginner/
Saturday) 

Michelle Renné 561-969-3291 $40 + $15 materials  Saturday, 
July 19 

 12-4PM at the Shop 

Fused Glass 
(Advanced) 

Michelle Renné 561-969-3291 $40 + $15 materials  Saturday, 
July 26 

 12-4PM at the Shop 

Non-solder Wire Work Michelle Renné 561-969-3291 $40 + $15 materials  Saturday, 
date TBD 

 12-4PM at the Shop 

Right Angle Weave 
Cubes 

Jen Ursillo 561-329-4343 /
morocket@aol.com 

$40 + $50 for optional 
kit OR supply list can be 
provided 

Saturday, 
TBD 

1-4PM at the Shop 

Wire Wrapping 
(Beginner) 

Cynthia Lariviere 772-285-3987 $40 + bring your own 
supplies (list provided) 

Tuesday,  
May 6 

7-9PM at the Shop 

8��
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Members can be certified on the Society’s Jump Ringer at either the Monday or Friday night Open Shop sessions, 
Members will be certified after instruction by the Shop steward, or by demonstrating their knowledge of the equipment. 
$5.00 shop fee applies. As always, call ahead to be sure Shop will be open. 
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CLASSIFIEDS are FREE to mem-
bers. Please limit ads to 35 words. 
Deadline for submission is the first 
day of each month. If possible, for-
ward your ads via email to Jeff Ursillo 
at BNMJEFF@AOL.COM 

FOR SALE one Graves Mark I 
faceting machine, as well as cab 
unit, and saw.  Accessories in-
cluded.  Please call KC for more 
info...561.968.5287. 
FOR SALE - Lampwork Beads in 
all shapes and sizes including 
flowers and leaves. Special orders 
upon request. Handmade by Melo-
die Janis of Magnolia Street Glass-
works. 
Please call 561/832-1275 or email 
at melodiebeads@aol.com. If you 
would like to see my work we can 
arrange to meet or I will send you 
pictures. 
FOR SALE—Raytech 8” Gem 
Maker and Pump. Many extras in-
cluded. $700. Call Paul or Janis af-
ter 5:00 PM at 561-733-5038 

My name is Bill Rogers. I am look-
ing for partners who would like to 
drive over to the Peace River , rent 
a canoe and spend a half day on the 
river looking for sharks teeth and 
fossils. Phone 561-965-2552,  

email pote89@att.net.   

If anyone will be making a trip to 
Rucks Pit, Tampa Bay, or any-
where else to find rocks/minerals/
fossils, and wouldn't mind me 
coming, please let me know. I will 
chip in for gas! I can not drive, so 
it is hard for me to get to any of 
those places. Thank you! Samantha 
Lazzaro crystalgrace2006@yahoo.
com 631-764-6556 
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the micro meeting was Monday night, May 5th.  we looked at cubic 
minerals, and learned how to use the microscopes and reference books.  
Roberto brought some great micro photos, some reconditioned micro-
scopes for sale, as well as some very interesting material for give-
aways.  Ed brought birthday cake!!! (food is always good).  We had 
fun!  Our next meeting will be Monday, June 2nd, 7:00PM till.... 
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Wildacres was so much fun!  I learned how to make "beginner's" as 
well as "advanced" chains.  Our teacher made it seem so easy.  We 
also had an exciting and funny speaker who has collected and sold 
minerals all over the world.  On our free day, we went to Brushy Creek 
aquamarine mine and collected lots of beautiful material.  We all tail-
gated and bought, sold, and traded minerals. There was fun night (a 
classified event), and the fundraising auction to raise $$$ for materials 
for our classes.  I even got to drive on the Blue Ridge Parkway!!   
WOW!!  There will be more sessions at Wildacres this year, so sign up 
and take a real retreat there...you'll keep going back for more!!  
Thanks, thanks, thanks to the Club for sponsoring me!!!  
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If you have not visited this site, it is worth the time. The new updates 
offer links to just about any area of rockhounding you can imagine. 
Definitely worth the time to visit! 
 

http://www.infodyn.com/rockhounds/ 
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Congress has recognized the value in 
having people 
destroy or collect coins. That money 
never gets returned to the 
treasury, and thus it becomes profit 
for the government. I read, just 
yesterday in fact, a congressional 
committee transcript where they 
determined that the 50 State Quarter 
program would earn a minimum of 5  
BILLION dollars in profit for the government, and that may be as 
much  as 10 Billion by the end of the program this year.  
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OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS FOR 2008 
 

OFFICERS 
 

President*                          Jeff Ursillo                                        706-9549 

1st Vice President*            Michelle Renné                                 969-3291 

2nd Vice President*           OPEN 

Secretary*                          Ruth Ekiert                                        514-1448 

Treasurer*                          Marv Berkowitz                                364-9696 

 
DIRECTORS 

 
Past President*                   Barbara Ringhiser                            588-5458 

Past President*                   Michelle Renné                                 969-3291 

Past President*                   Jeff Ursillo                                        706-9549 

Show Chairman*               Carl Bengtson                                   641-4493 

 
COMMITTEE CHAIRPEOPLE  

 
Class Coordinator              Deb Slutzky                                      753-9937 
Field Trips                         Michelle Renné                                 969-3291 
Historian                            Mary Koplin                                     844-0410 
Hostess                               Coralie Norvell                                 965-4748 
Junior Program                  OPEN      
Librarian                            OPEN 
Media (video & photos)     OPEN 
Membership*                     Ingrid Webster                                  793-8646 
Newsletter Editor*             Jeff Ursillo                                        706-9549 
Programs                            OPEN 
Raffle Coordinator             Harriet Flashenburg                         733-1466 
Refreshments                     Debbie Anderson                              965-9279 
Sunshine Committee          Karie Bliss                                        772-631-3576 
Social Events                     KC Foster                                          968-5287               
Head Shop Steward           John Holmstrom                                585-7094 
Website Manager               Jen Ursillo                                         329-4343               
 

* Denotes a Voting Board Member 

The Gem & Mineral Society of the Palm Beaches, Inc. is a member of the 
Eastern and Southeastern Federation of Mineral and Lapidary Societies, and is 
affiliated with the American Federation of Mineralogical and Lapidary 
Societies.  Monthly meetings are held on the third Thursday of the month 
except for December which is held on the second Thursday.  Meetings start at 
7:30 PM at the West Palm Beach Garden Club across from the South Florida 
Science Museum in Dreher Park, West Palm Beach. 
 

Gem & Mineral Society of the Palm Beaches Website 

www.gemandmineral.cc 

MEMBERSHIP DUES  
 

Junior Membership - $10.00 
(Under Age 18) 

Single Membership - $15.00 
(Over Age 18) 

Family Membership - $25.00 
 (Includes Children Under Age 18) 

 
Membership expires on December 31st 
each year and is due by the end of Febru-
ary of the new year. To renew your 
membership, make your check or money 
order out to: 
 
Gem & Mineral Society of the Palm 
Beaches, Inc. and mail to: 
 
Membership Secretary 
Gem & Mineral Society 
P.O. Box 18095 
West Palm Beach, FL  33416 
 

NAME TAGS  
Available from: 
Ace Marking Devices ($12.00) 
3308 S. Dixie Hwy. 
West Palm Beach, FL 33405 
561—833-4073 
 

Open Shop schedule is TENTA-
TIVE due to changing class 

schedule. Call the shop steward 
listed below before you go! 

Shop fee is $5 per visit, payable 
to the Shop Steward. 
SHOP STEWARDS: 

Head Steward 
 John Holmstrom 561/585-7094   

Monday PM 
Michelle Renné  561/969-3291     

Wednesday AM 
Ed Flashenburg 561-733-1466 

Friday PM   
Jeff Ursillo  561/706-9549 

Saturday PM 
Keith Allum 561/689-2565 

On call KC Foster  561/968-5287 
SHOP PHONE 561/585-2080 


