The next general membership meeting will be held

Thursday April 17, 2008

7:30 PM at the Palm Beach Garden Club, across from the Science MUuseum

Our program for April will be presented by one of our
resident chain making teachers, Jen Ursillo.

Chain making has become one of the most prominent fixtures in the jew-
elry making world. But as you sit there weaving your rings together, have
you ever thought about the origins of your chain? Do you realize how
many people's lives were (and still are!) saved by the very weave you are

creating?

Explore the origin of chainmaile, different weaves used through history,
and modern non-jewelry uses for chainmaile!

Unfortunately, we did not meet the minimum number of members coming
to the cookout, so it was cancelled for now. Those who had signed up will
be notified.

We realize that the date coincides with Passover this year, but due to the
popularity of the Garden Club, the date was the only Sunday we could get
for the cookout. We are looking into different venues for the future. The
picnic will reschedule it for the fall.

There have been some questions concerning the insurance the club carries
with the SFMS. The insurancenst an accident policy. It doa®t cover

our members if they are hurt or injured at club events or functions. This is
the function of the members own health insurance. The following is a
quote from the SFMS insurance liaison:

“It must be understood that this is a liability policy for SFMS and
participating member clubs. Members of SFMS (and member clubs)
cannot claim damages for personal injury, loss and/or other damages
while volunteering for SFMS and/or member clubs.

Club members going on field trips on their own (not club
organized events) are not covered for liability under this policy. For
instance, a club member on farmer X’'s property can be sued (not covered)
by farmer X for damages to farmer X’'s property.

This policy is a liability policy that protects SFMS, participating
clubs if someone else sues SFMS or member clubs for damages resulting
from a club activity. Injury and/or damages caused to another party by
SFMS or a member club would be covered.”
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Yes, | do believe a few more people are getting
hooked on micros. Our meeting was really fun.
Please remember, every person arriv- Barbara Ringhiser, Deb and Carl Bengtson brought
ing before 7:30 will receive a FREE brownies (yum), Coralee, Mary B., Marv B., Ed
door prize ticket. Come early this Flashenburg, Samantha, oh oh, who am | forget-
month so you can get a ticket! The door prize tlting? Well, you get the idea. We enjoyed a pres-
month is An Herkimer diamond mounted in a pe entation by Roberto Kurcbart. He brought micro
dant! minerals, mounted and identified, for attendees to

Raffle items for the month will include an hematit take home and enjoy, as well as doing a photo pres-

and quartz pendant, a blue and white porcelain ne €ntation of many beautiful microminerals, and
lace and a silver and stone pendant. There will be Showing us his unique camera setups to take those
or two surprise items as well! photos. Roberto also refurbishes used microscopes

. and sells them for very reasonable prices. We will
We need your do_natlonsI!ﬂ anyone ha$ol_lected t00 pe learning about crystallography, which helps in
much, any donations would be appreciated for 0 {hg jdentification of minerals, and we will learn
monthly raffles. how to identify minerals in the field as well. All
Harriet Flashenburg, are welcome, but please call me first to confirm. A
Raffle Coordinator microscope is very helpful, but loupes, magnifying
glasses, etc, can also be used...and don't forget..

"H#S #%%%% Roberto has very reasonably priced equipment if
Celebrating this month are you become hopelessly addicted to the hobby. Re-
Inez Ancell Karl Brant member, !f you don't have a microscope, you can
Diane Lane Alan Meltzer ing date will be Monday, May 5th, if | return from
Pamela O'Rourke Jack Stamper Wildacres, heh, heh...
KC Foster
Birthstones for the calendar month of April are di
mond, opal, and sapphire The future is a race between education and catas}ro-
phe
Did we miss your birthday? Please let either Ingrid We H.G. Wells
ster or Jeff Ursillo know and we will correct the omissi

# &I -
~The acid in your stomach is strong enough to dies@zor To associate persons of the Palm Beach area of Florida
blades. who are interested in earth sciences, to work together
-The human brain cell can hold 5 times as muchrinédion as a5 an organization in the gathering, cutting, displaying,
the Encyclopedia Britannica. and studying of rocks, shells, artifacts, and any kind of
-It takes the food seven seconds to get from ycautimto your i - . L
stomach. scientific objects of interest to the individual and the
-The average human dream lasts 2-3 seconds. organization to promote community interest in these
objects.
The Rockhound
Copyright 2008
Please have items for the April ROCKHOUND Gom & Mineral S _b>t’ th?th balim Beaches. |
by May 8. Submissions can be emailed to em & Minerdl Sociely ot fhe Falim Beaches, fne.
BNMJEFF@AOL.COM Permission to reprint original material herein atsterwise copyrighted is
Or you can call Jeff Ursillo 561-706-9549 granted provided credit is given to both author pnblication.

Articles not bylined are by the Editor.

April 2008 Volume 42 No. 8 Page 2



TheROCKHOUND
Official publication of the Gem & Mineral Society the Palm Beaches, Inc.

( + )0

The meeting was called to order at 8:55 pm by Pre band saw for cutting glass. It's being refurbished.

dent,Jeff Ursillo. The 10" slab saw is being refurbished, aldohn
opens the shop on Tuesday and Wednesday morn-
Membership: 2 guests introduced themselves. ings. .Jump rings can be cut on Monday nights when

Membership directories were handed out. Those (Michelle is at the shop and on Friday nights when
rectories not picked up at the meeting will be maile Jeff is there. You have to buy your own blades at a
New member information will be published in the cost of $11.
newsletter so that the names can be added to the |
rectory. Show: Barbara Ringhiser—There are no booths
currently available and there is a waitlist. About half
Classes:A wire wrap class was taught and another of the deposits have been received. The next show
one will be taught in MayHazel Levin taught an meeting is April 14 at 7 pm aK. C. Foster's
enamel on copper class where the students made house. The club will have a few tables for promot-
rings, pins and an enameled copper bowl. She wil ing our club and show at the Frank Cox Gem & Min-
teach a class on enameling copper be&asly eral Show at the Fairgrounds MarcH®and 2%,
Azor-Anderson will teach a Saturday class on Byz- Members can perform demonstrations. Volunteers
antine chain makingFrank Hecker will teach are needed. S&arbara for details.
fused glass on Tuesdays. Call him and he’ll bring
kit Events: K. C. Foster— Steak dinner will be April
20" at the Garden Club. Members can donate items
The minutes from the previous meeting were ac- for the auction. Bring your own plates, cups, uten-

cepted as read. sils, drinks and a dish such as salad, dessert, etc. The

club furnishes the steaks, potatoes and garlic bread.
The treasurer’s report was presentediayv Ber- The only charge is $10 for guests. We’'ll eat at 12
kowitz and accepted as read. pm.

Newsletter: Submissions for the Rockhound are diNew business:There will be a micro-mount class at
by the 18" of April. K. C. Foster'shouse on April % at 7 pm. There are
3,000 varieties of micro minerals. This is a good
Programs : Michelle Rennépresented a program way to learn crystal shape, locality, etc. 8e@.
on dinosaur gem bone. AprilJen Ursillo — the his- for further details.
tory of chain making. A new membétyelyn
Rollins, will present a program in the future on du- Raffle: The raffle raised $42.
gong ribs.
The meeting ended at 9:30 pm.

Field trips: Michelle Renné’. The Peace River is
low. There will be April and May trips there. The &
Venice Shark’s Tooth Festival is April T1through | This term is used quite a bit these days when talking
13th. K. C. Fosterreported on a recent trip to about contaminants in the air and water, but some-
Rucks’ Pit. She also talked about possibly making|times it is hard to visualize what they really mea
trip to the Morse Museum near Orlando. Hear are a few comparisons...

1 part per million is equal to:

Shop: John Holmstrom. The tall cabinet in the 1 cent in $10,000, 1 second in 12 days, 1 pound|in
shop now containslazel Levin’s equipment and is {500 tons, 1 inch in 16 miles, 1 par in 55,500 rounds
kept locked.Marv Berkowitz donated a diamond | of golf

—
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Even though you know your rocks and minerals fratmé&um to zoisite, this Pinwheel Puzzle is guagaatto have you going
around in circles! The last letter of each worthis first letter of the next word. This puzzle skibprove fairly easy except per-
haps for someone who thinks "gem" is short for Jaanghat "beryl" is a container for draft beer!

1. Having three unequal axes intersecting at oblapgles 2. Polished convex-cut stones,aueattéd.

3. Easy-splitting metamorphic crystalline rocks. 4. Artificial; not natural.

5. Tough, lustrous, silver-white metal. Atomic nweni27. 6. Metal found in rutile and ilmenifgomic number 22.

7. Possessing one oblique intersection of the axes. 8. Mercurous chloride.

9. Small volcanic glassy or stony fragments. 10. Designating rocks fochiy solidification of molten lava.

11. Term including nearly all forming minerals. 12. Pertaining to colorlesgstalline diacid in amber and lignite.

13. Native alumina, or aluminum oxide. 14. Metallic element oétbhromium group. Atomic number 42.

15. When transparent is popularly known as isirgglas 16. Unit expressing length ohtigvaves.

17. Unfused lead monoxide. 18. Complex silicaually black but sometimes blue, red.

green, brown or colorless.

19. Yellowish green mineral of beryl prized as a 21. Native crystallized canbjchardest substance known.
precious stone.

22. Element of rare earth group. Atomic number 66. 23. Grayish white metal with reshdtinge. Atomic number 25.

24. A brittle silicate or beryllium and aluminum.
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From National Geographic
March 2008

Exposed in Okeechobee

For decades Lake

Okeechobee hid its secrets

i i W in alligator-thick waters and
S, DoTR9e PR 5, e S layers of stinking muck. Last

. year drought shrank the

= ' ] Florida lake to its lowest

¥ level since 1932, unveiling

| an archaeological trove.
Scouring the bed, scientists

found ancient Indian

) rtifacts, recent trash, and a

Shoreline, century-old boat used in a

ke g 8 long-gone catfish industry.

= "Over 3,000 years of history

were uncovered,"” says
archaeologisChris
Davenport Autumn rains
resubmitted most sites,

but that's fine with him:
"Protects them from looters."

Neil Shea

e

y This quote is from the same
Chris Davenport who has

- presented 2 programs for
In 2007 the largest lake in the southeastern USitalevels fall to less than nine feet. our club, the most recent on

The dotted line in the photo shows the averageedimerfrom 1965-2005. the finds at Lake O.
The inner “current” shoreline is dated Nov. 2007

$ #

I would like to thank the club and it's members for all of their emotional and finaswpglort over the last
several months. | was diagnosed with cancer a year ago this May. It hasuggenat only for me but also
my whole family. My son Donovan and my brother Jim , who left his life in Californialporhe, have been
by my side the whole time through my ups and downs, good and bad times and unable to work much.

I am on my third series of chemo treatments and can only pray that this ig thithaspositive outcome very
soon so | can get back to LIVING again ! | am looking forward to coming &adlspending more time with
and for the club. SEE YOU SOON !l

Thanks again, Bob Durney
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Marv Berkowitz
Correct Email

John Holmstrom
Add Emaill

Please let either Ingrid Webster or Jeff Ursillo
know if there are any further corrections to be
made to the 2008 roster.

11 0 !
Saturday May 17, 2008 Location
Meet at the De Soto County Park abouf| Of the GMSPB
9 am till ? Shop and
classroom

SUPPLY CHECKLIST

DrzZaydie@hotmail.com

JHolms13@earthlink.net

1. Bucket(s) — 5-gal and/or 1-gal (bait bucket is GREAT)

2. Colander and/or sifting screen 3. Hat, sunglasses 4. Garden gloves

5. Floating “noodle” 6. Poly rope/D-rings to attach to your belt/apron

7. Shoe laces 8. Beach shoes/dive booties/sneakers

9. Ziplock baggies 10. First aid kit

11. "Home Depot” type carpenter’'s apron

12. LONG sleeved shirt 13. Waterproof sunscreen

14. Small shovel/trowel and/or pointed medium-size shovel, 3-tine garden claw

15. Mask & snorkel 16. Toilet paper, paper towels

17. Canoe, Kayak, small raft or blow-up boat if you plan go a ways up or down the rivamjang your
equipment and/or finds. 18. Food and Drinking water !

DIRECTIONS:

[-95 north to the “Beeline Highway” (Blue Heron exit). Go west thru Indiant@av@keechobee where it
dead-ends. Make a left to go west on 1-70 past Sebring to Arcadia. About %2 through town, ldok f8o
north about 7 miles to Brownville Rd. then go west about 2 miles. The park is on the left witlsig®B)&st
before a bridge that goes over the Peace River ! There are campisitgstable, bathrooms with showers (it
is well water so doesn’t smell great) but no drinking water. There is a temanep for canoes, etc. and paths
to other accesses to the river. It is still quite low and cool but these next two mentts BEST times ! Call
Michelle for other info or directions, etc. at 561/644-2323. Hope to see you there !

April 2008 Volume 42 No. 8 Page 6



TheROCKHOUND
Official publication of the Gem & Mineral Society the Palm Beaches, Inc.

-1
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
Open Shop Fused Glass Open Shop Membership Open Shop Fused Glass
7-9PM Open Shop 9AM—NOON Meeting 6-9PM (Beginner)
9AM - Noon Program General Work 12-4PM
Show Cab class p : At the shop
; The Ancient
Committee Mtg. 6-9PM Art of
See Page 1 _r N .
Chainmaile
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
Steak Picnic Open Shop Fused Glass Open Shop Open Shop Right Angle
7-9PM Open Shop 9AM—NOON 6-9PM Weave Cubes
9AM - Noon Cab class General Work 1-4PM
6-9PM At the shop
#,--/
27 28 29 30 1 2
Open Shop Open Shop
9AM—NOON 6-9PM
General Work
Cab class
6-9PM
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
Fused Glass Open Shop Open Shop
Open Shop 9AM—NOON 6-9PM
9AM - Noon Cab class General Work
6-9PM
Board Meeting
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
Open Shop Fused Glass Open Shop Membership Open Shop Fused Glass
7-9PM Open Shop 9AM—NOON Meeting 6-9PM (Advanced)
9AM - Noon General Work 12-4PM
Cab class At the shop
6-9PM
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
Open Shop Fused Glass Open Shop Open Shop
7-9PM Open Shop 9AM—NOON 6-9PM
9AM - Noon Cab class General Work
6-9PM
New shop rules are in effect . Copies are available at the shop. &e note on your shop waiver form that you
have received and read the new rules. New liability forms need to bigised for 2008 for anyone using the shop|.
Classes will be scheduled when teachers have enough students signed upe®aga®fpaid and non-refundable
unless the class is cancelled. The Club receives 50% of the clasdyfe®ob materials fee. $5 shop use fee is NOT
charged when attending a class. Whether attending a class or using theshopstysign a Liability Waiver (New
waiver must be signed after the first of every year) and sign the Shagpisdok on each visit.
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CLASS TEACHER COST DATE TIME
Art Clay Silver Michelle Renné $50+ Saturday May 10 10—4PM
561-969-3291 $85 materials At the shop
(Depending on cost
of silver)
Cabochon 6 wk Ed Flashenburg $60 ongoing Wednesdays
class 561-733-1466 6-9 Pm at shop
One class is
Six 3 hour sessions
Chain Making Kelly Azor $40 + 1—4 PM
Beginner 561-635-7619 $20 Materials Class is one 3 hour session At the shop
Box Chain
Chain Making Kelly Azor $40 + 1—4 PM
Beginner 561-635-7619 Materials Class is one 3 hour session At the shop
Byzantine
Enameling Hazel Levine $40 + $15 Materials 1-4PM
on Copper 561-439-6915 at the shop
Two 3 hour sessions
Fused Glass Frank Hecker $40+ Ongoing Tuesdays 9AM—Noon
Beginner 561-742-4337 $10 Materials Call first to confirm At the Shop
Fused Glass Michelle Renné $40 + Saturday, April 19 12-4PM
Beginner (Saturday) 561-969-3291 $15 materials At the shop
Fused Glass Michelle Renné $40 + Saturday May 17 12-4PM
Advanced (Saturday) 561-969-3291 $15 materials At the shop
Pearl Knotting Ingrid Webster $25 1-4 PM
561-793-8646 At the shop
Right Angle Weave Jen Ursillo $40 1-4 PM
561-329-4343 +$60 optional kit At the shop
Supply list available
Right Angle Weave Jen Ursillo $40 Saturday, April 26 1-4 PM
Cubes 561-329-4343 +$50 optional kit At the shop
Supply list available
Viking Knit (wire) Marv Berkowitz $40 + 10-Noon
Two 2 hour sessions 561-364-9696 $35 materials At the shop

If you are interested in taking a class that is listed above, but cannot makeeiMernbership meeting to
sign up, there is hope!!!!
Call Deb Slutzky at 561-753-9937, or the teacher of the class. Occasionally, therataravailable and

every effort will be made to fit you in to the class.

April 2008 Volume 42 No. 8

Page 8




Official publication of the Gem & Mineral Society the Palm Beaches, Inc.

TheROCKHOUND

CLASSIFIEDS are FREE

members. Please limit ads to
words. Deadline for submission
the first day of each month.

possible, forward your ads V
email to Jeff Ursillo a
BNMJEFF@AOL.COM

to

35
is

If
ia

—F

FOR SALE - Lampwork Beads
in all shapes and sizes including
flowers and leaves. Special ordg
upon request. Handmade by
Melodie Janis of Magnolia Stresg
Glassworks.
Please call 561/832-1275 or em
at melodiebeads@aol.com. If yq
would like to see my work we ¢4
arrange to meet or | will send yq
pictures.

—

all
u
AN
u

FOR SALE—Raytech 8" Gen
Maker and Pump. Many extr
included. $700. Call Paul or Ja
after 5:00 PM at 561-733-5038

=

QS
NS

My name is Bill Rogers. | am
looking for partners who would
like to drive over to the Peace
River , rent a canoe and spend
half day on the river looking for
sharks teeth and fossils.

Phone 561-965-2552,
email pote89@att.net.

If anyone will be making a trip tq
Rucks Pit, Tampa Bay, or any-
where else to find rocks/mineral
fossils, and wouldn't mind me
coming, please let me know. |
will chip in for gas! | can not
drive, so it is hard for me to get
any of those places. Thank you
Samantha Lazzaro crystal-
grace2006@yahoo.com 631-76
6556

S/

fo
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March 19, 2008 saw
the passing of Arthur
C. Clarke. The fol-
lowing are some col-
lective thoughts on
and quotes from this
amazing man.

In 1989, two decades

after the Apollo 11

moon landings,

Clarke wrote: "2001

was written in an age
which now lies beyond one of the great divides in human history; we
are sundered from it forever by the moment when Neil Armstrong
and Buzz Aldrin stepped out on to the Sea of Tranquility. Now his-
tory and fiction have become inexorably intertwined."”

“Between July 1969 and December 1972, we landed twelve
men on the Moon. Today, decades later, unfortunately, we lack both
the will and the hardware to accomplish that same feat.” Clarke had a
great line in an interview he did with Omni magazine (I paraphrase):
"The only thing that surprised me more than how fast we got to the
Moon was how fast we abandoned it."

Clarke was not only known as one of the 20th century's most
prolific science-fiction writers but one of the best-grounded scientifi-
cally, with a remarkable record of foreseeing future technologies.
Indeed, he was known as "the godfather of the telecommunications
satellite.”

A radar pioneer in the Royal Air Force during World War Il, Clarke
wrote a 1945 article in Wireless World magazine in which he outlined
a worldwide communications network based on fixed satellites orbit-
ing Earth at an altitude of 22,300 miles -- an orbital area now often
referred to as the Clarke Orbit.

Clarke's seminal article, for which he received $40, was published
two decades before Syncom Il became the world's first communica-
tions satellite put into geosynchronous orbit in 1963.

For pioneering the concept of communications satellites, Clarke re-
ceived a number of honors, including the 1982 Marconi International
Fellowship and the Charles A. Lindbergh Award.
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MEMBERSHIP DUES

Junior Membership - $10.00
(Under Age 18)
Single Membership - $15.00
(Over Age 18)
Family Membership - $25.00
(Includes Children Under Age 18)

Membership expires on December 31st
each year and is due by the end of Feb-
ruary of the new year. To renew your
membership, make your check or
money order out to:

Gem & Mineral Society of the Palm
Beaches, Inc. and mail to:

Membership Secretary

Gem & Mineral Society

P.O. Box 18095

West Palm Beach, FL 33416

NAME TAGS
Available from:
Ace Marking Devices ($12.00)
3308 S. Dixie Hwy.
West Palm Beach, FL 33405
561—833-4073

Open Shop schedule is TENTA-
TIVE due to changing class
schedule. Call the shop steward
listed below before you go!
Shop fee is $5 per visit, payable
to the Shop Steward.
SHOP STEWARDS
Head Steward

John Holmstrom 561/585-7094
Monday PM

Michelle Renné 561/969-3291
Wednesday AM
Ed Flashenburg 561-733-1466
Friday PM
Jeff Ursillo 561/706-9549
Saturday PM
Keith Allum 561/689-2565

On call KC Foster 561/968-
5287

SHOP PHONE561/585-2080
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OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS FOR 2008

President*
1st Vice President*
2nd Vice President*
Secretary*

Treasurer*

Past President*
Past President*

Past President*
Show Chairman*

OFFICERS

Jeff Ursillo
Michelle Renné
OPEN

Ruth Ekiert

Marv Berkowitz

DIRECTORS

Barbara Ringhiser
Michelle Renné

Jeff Ursillo
Carl Bengtson

COMMITTEE CHAIRPEOPLE

Class Coordinator
Field Trips

Historian

Hostess

Junior Program
Librarian

Media (video & photos)
Membership*
Newsletter Editor*
Programs

Raffle Coordinator
Refreshments
Sunshine Committee
Social Events

Head Shop Steward
Website Manager

* Denotes a Voting Board Member

Deb Slutzky
Michelle Renné
Mary Koplin
Coralie Ndrve
OPEN
OPEN
OPEN
Ingrid Webster
Jeff Ursillo
OPEN
Harriet Flashenburg
Debbie Anderson
Karie Bliss
KC Foster
John Holmstrom
Jen Ursillo

706-9549
969-3291

514-1448
364-9696

588-5458
969-3291

706-9549
641-4493

753-9937
969-3291
844-0410
965-4748

793-8646
706-9549

733-1466
965-9279
772-631-3576
968-5287
585-7094
329-4343

The Gem & Mineral Society of the Palm Beaches, Inc. is almee of the

Eastern and Southeastern Federation of Mineral and Lapidary 8scastd

is affiliated with the American Federation of Mineral@i@and Lapidary

Societies. Monthly meetings are held on the third Thursdaye month

except for December which is held on the second Thursday. Mestargs
at 7:30 PM at the West Palm Beach Garden Club across frensauth

Florida Science Museum in Dreher Park, West Palm Beach.

Gem & Mineral Society of the Palm Beaches Website

www.gemandmineral.cc
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