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The next general membership meeting will be held 

Thursday September 17, 2009 
7:30 PM at the West Palm Beach Garden Club, West Palm Beach, Fl. 

The program had not been confirmed at press time for the newsletter. We are hoping to have 
John Spier from The Miami club, who will be talking on his many trips to North Carolina and 
his rock hounding there. 
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Saturday, Sept. 26 - 10 am - 11 am                         Art Glass Environments 
                                                                                 440 SE 5th Ave. Delray Beach, FL 3344 
                                                                                 561/278-8388 
              
Anyone who would like to go "behind the scenes" at this art glass shop (the commercial workings, what 
classes are available, and some REALLY beautiful finished pieces) please contact Michelle NO LATER than 
Thursday, Sept. 24. If I don't hear from anyone, I will cancel the trip. They will be open only as a favor for 
our club. 
  
Saturday, October 15 (postponed from the September date) 8 am - 5 pm (at the latest) 
  
We will be returning to Bob Friedman’s (Sharkking on Ebay) in Titusville (just north Cocoa Beach) to 
check out his collection of shark teeth, jaws, fossils, jewelry, artifacts and VERY unusual art objects from all 
over the world - many for sale at wholesale prices. BRING YOUR CAMERA ! We’ll leave about 8 am, cara-
van up, go through several different rooms, eat lunch he graciously supplies then head back in the afternoon.  
  
Anyone interested in either of these trips PLEASE contact Michelle Renne' at 561/969-3291 or 
fgmr4@aol.com 
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.cc is the Internet country code top-level domain (ccTLD) for Cocos (Keeling) Islands, an Australian terri-
tory.  It is administered by VeriSign through a subsidiary company eNIC, which promotes it for international 
registration as "the next .com"; .cc was originally assigned October 1997 to eNIC Corporation of Seattle WA 
by the IANA. The Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus also uses the .cc domain, along with .nc.tr. This is 
due to them not being recognized as a sovereign state by anyone except Turkey. 
            Much of the success of the domain sales came as a direct result of Sams entering into a deal with the 
largest radio broadcaster in the United States, Clear Channel (CC) Communications, to advertise and pro-
mote the domain on several hundred radio stations over a three month period.�
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            The door prizes for September will be  a 
green jade pendant.. Raffle prizes will include a 
turquoise and seed pearl bracelet, topaz key ring 
and a set of crystal bead earrings. 
            As always, there will be plenty of surprise 
raffle prizes from the goodie box! 
            Please remember, every person arriving 
before 7:30 will receive a FREE door prize 
ticket. Come early this month so you can get a 
ticket! 
            I would also like to thank Leo Wurtzel for 
donating several mineral specimens to be used as 
raffle items, as well as a lot of nice slabbing 
rough. (you will have to come to TY Park to see 
the slabs! 

The Rockhound 
Copyright 2009 

by the 
Gem & Mineral Society of the Palm Beaches, Inc. 

 
Permission to reprint original material herein not otherwise 

copyrighted is granted provided credit is given 
to both author and publication. 

Articles not bylined are by the Editor. 
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Please have items for the October ROCKHOUND  by 

October 7. Submissions can be emailed to 
BNMJEFF@AOL.COM 

Or you can call Jeff Ursillo 561-706-9549 
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To associate persons of the Palm Beach area of Florida 
who are interested in earth sciences, to work together as 
an organization in the gathering, cutting, displaying, and 
studying of rocks, shells, artifacts, and any kind of scien-
tific objects of interest to the individual and the organiza-
tion to promote community interest in these objects. 
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              CARL BENGTSON                       JEAN CUMMINS                          ELAINE DUROW 
              SEYMOUR JETTER                     LEE KRENZ                                  MARIAN PERELLI 
              MICHELLE RENNE                     BARBARA RINGHISER               LIZ WHITING 
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            The Board has decided to offer advertising space 
in the Rockhound. Ads will be business card sized (2 x 3 
1/2 inches). The ad can advertise your business, or hobby 
related business, but do NOT have to be hobby related. 
Ads are available to members or companies that members 
own only. Advertising rates are $75 per year for 12 inser-
tions. If response is strong enough, the ads will be put 
into a special advertising page. Till then, they will be ran-
domly inserted throughout the newsletter. 

--------��$� ���--------�
The Board would like to remind everyone that 
there is NO selling at the regular membership 

meetings. The TY Park outings as well as the De-
cember member’s sale are available for selling. 

Bringing items in for an informal “Show and Tell” 
is fine, but not for sale. 

 
There is NO PARKING in the circular drive or on 
the grass bordering it in front of the Garden Club. 
We can park in the Parking lot that is across from 
the Museum, or in the grass field to the west of the 
Garden Club (left side of the building as you face 

the front door). 
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If you know of any Society members who are under the 
weather, injured or just not at 100%, please let Sunshine 
Lady Lo Rain know, and she will send a card on behalf 
of the Society. Lo can be reached at 561-827-5793 
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The meeting was called to order by President Jeff 
Ursillo . There were no guest. The minutes from the 
previous meeting were accepted as read. 
Treasurer: The treasurer’s report was posted for 
information purposes. 
Newsletter: Contact Jeff Ursillo if you would like to 
receive the newsletter via e-mail. The deadline for the 
September newsletter is September 9, 2009. 
Membership: There was one new member. 
Library: There are people that have had books out 
since January. To avoid losing books there will be a 
$20 deposit which will be retuned when the book is 
returned. Other suggestions are welcome. 
Classes: Jennifer Ursillo reported that there were no 
classes at the moment. 
Website: Jennifer Ursillo reported that she will be 
redesigning the website. When we switch hosting 
sites Please send her anything you would like to see 
on the site. 
Field Trips: Michelle Renne reported that Saturday 
there was a trip to Hibel Museum in Jupiter at 11AM. 
On September 12 at 8AM there will be another trip to 
Bob Friedman’s in Titusville where there are shark 
teeth, jaws, fossils etc. Saturday August 23rd the 
Miami club will be having a wire wrap demonstration 
at the Miami Science Museum from 1 to 4 PM. 
Shop: Jeff Ursillo reported that the shop is well and 
to check the calendar for open shop days. 
Show: Barbara Ringhiser reported that there are two 
large booths still available. 50 deposits have been 
received. The mine is out or storage and in the shop to 
be worked on. The next show meeting is August 31 at 
7PM at KC Foster’s house. She encouraged members 
to take $1 off coupons to distribute. Volunteering has 
started, you can e-mail Barbara Ringhiser or Jim 
Woods, who is in charge of volunteers. The volunteer 
form will be in the September newsletter. If you are 
interested in an exhibit case please see KC Foster.  
Contact Kelly Azor if you would like to do demos. 
Social Events: October 4th is the TY Park tri-club 
picnic. They are looking for donations for the raffles 
and bingo prizes. Members may set up tables to sell. 
 

Respectfully Submitted: 
Mary Barrenechea,Secretary 
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All are welcome..if you would like to see a new world 
of beautiful, symmetrical, colorful, minerals, please 

join us. We 
have giveaways at every meeting..and, usually some 

yummy munchies.. feel free to bring munchies, drinks, 
microscope (if you have one), and an open mind…
Directions? Questions? Call KC at 561-968-5287 
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            Don’t forget to mark your calendars for the 
October 4th outing. This is always a fun day to 
spend outside with members from the Miami, Ft. 
Lauderdale and our own club, and get to know oth-
ers who share your hobbies. There is space avail-
able if you want to bring a table and sell your wares 
as well. Plenty of food and fun all day….Plan to get 
there around 11AM or so. Lunch will be at Noon, 
with games and rock swapping lasting for the rest 
of the afternoon. There will be a raffle to help pay 
for the Pavilion rental, so if you have any items to 
donate, please bring them to the picnic... 
            The Seminole Indian name of this 150-acre 
urban park, Topeekeegee Yugnee, means “meeting 
or gathering place.” T.Y. is well known for its 
shady picnic areas, numerous shelters, and a gazebo 
that is often booked for an exchange of wedding 
vows. 
            To get to TY Park, take 95 South to Sheri-
dan St and go WEST. The park will be on the right 
hand side. There is a modest admission fee. We will 
be in pavilion 9, which is to the left once you get 
through the admission gate. 
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With the price of gold hitting record numbers, I 
thought some trivia about gold would be fun. 
 1)        What is the atomic weight and number of 
            gold? (Extra point if you know the periodic 
            table symbol for it!) 
2) In what 3 forms is gold found? 
3) In the James Bond movie “Goldfinger” what is 

Goldfinger’s first name? (Extra point if you 
know who sang the title song from the 
movie…) 

See page 6 for answers…. 
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            The next meeting will be Monday September 28, 7 PM at KC Foster’s house. (968-5287 for directions)  
            We have received 55 deposits to date, and there are 2 large booths open.  The water trays are going to 
be re-worked so they will not need to be sealed at the corner joints. We may have an assembly party for the 
flume once the trays are re-built to make sure it all works right. 
            We will be buying new Plexiglas for the display cases. The new glass will be stored in the wheeled 
case Ron Ketelaar built to keep it scratch free! 
            Plans are in the works to get a life sized photo of the mastodon skeleton to mount on the wall of the 
hall, in conjunction with a display of photos from the dig, newspaper articles and a display of  mastodon fos-
sils. Dr. Lovejoy will be displaying a jawbone that is from the same dig a Suzy. An article was written and 
submitted to Rock & Gem magazine about the dig, hopefully in time for the November issue. 
            Volunteer forms are included in the last 2 pages of the Rockhound this month, as 
well as descriptions of the jobs that need members. It is worth noting that we will be hir-
ing help to do the heavy lifting of loading and unloading the truck during set-up and 
take-down. Volunteers for those times are still needed to direct the help on where things 
need to go. 
          We will again be advertising in the Post and Sun Sentinel as well as the radio spots. We will have fly-
ers for members to take and ask stores to put them out at the Sept., Oct., and Nov. meetings. Last but not least, 
the Chinese Auction has officially been renamed the Scholarship Fund Raffle!!! 
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            I have thoroughly enjoyed reviving the library for 
the club.  Every book has been sorted into its proper 
Dewey Decimal System place and entered into a com-
puter spreadsheet.  Due to health reasons, I am sorry to 
have to hand over my library duties, but you will be in 
the best of hands.  The new librarian, Nina Murray, 
comes with the best references – she used to be a librar-
ian and will be able to take good care of you. 
            My last duty as librarian will be presenting the 
club with a plaque for the library.  We are naming our li-
brary in honor of long time member, friend, and instruc-
tor, Frank Hecker, who passed away last fall.  By naming 
the library in his honor, his spirit of teaching continues.   
            Thank you for your support during my year as li-
brarian.  I have enjoyed getting to know you, 

Aurora Siegl 
 
Just a reminder that the “Deposit for Books program” 
starts in September. I know there was some mis-givings 
expressed about this program, but all other efforts to get 
books returned promptly have been un-successful. The 
Board is open to any other suggestions that anyone may 
have, so please pass them on if you have any. 

Jeff 
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I've found an interesting website: 
 

http://middleearthminerals.com/ 
 
It is a rather modest mineral sales dealership, and the 
name "Middle Earth Minerals" might bring to mind the 
kind of shop that gives magical or metaphysical  informa-
tion," but it is not.  In fact there is a fair amount of scien-
tific information provided with many specimens.  I also  
enjoyed the following:  at the bottom of the home page 
you can "Click Here" to see photos of the Osaka Show in 
Japan and also some very good non-rock pictures of 
Kyoto and Osaka. 
 

Petroglyphs...Rock Art 
 
Online rock art bulletin 
 
http://www.rupestre.net/tracce/tracce10.html 

 
This link takes you to a 1998 issue of 
TRACCE’s online rock art bulleting. If you 
click on the TRACCE logo at the top it will take 
you to their home page. There is lots of amazing 
information at this site. 
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If different hours would be better, that is a possibility, but again, it all depends on how much members use the 
shop. Please heck the calendar on Page 10 for Open Shop dates. 

Fossilized Dung Balls Reveal Secret Ecology Of Lost World 
ScienceDaily (July 20, 2009) — A new study of 30-million-
year-old-fossil 'mega-dung' from extinct giant South Ameri-
can mammals, published in Palaeontology, reveals evidence 
of complex ecological interactions and theft of dung-beetles' 
food stores by other animals. 
 
            The dung-beetle has fallen on hard times. Once wor-
shipped by the Ancient Egyptians its status has now slipped 
to that of unsung and forgotten hero, the butt of scatological 
jokes. Yet the dung-beetle is truly heroic. It is a well known 
'fact' that were it not for the dung-beetle the world would be 
knee-deep in animal droppings, especially those of large her-
bivores like cows, rhinos and elephants which, because they 
eat more food, produce more waste. By burying that waste 
dung-beetles not only remove it from the surface, they im-
prove and fertilise the soil and reduce the number of disease-
carrying flies that would otherwise infest the dung. 
 
            If the modern dung beetle deserves praise for these 
global sanitation efforts, then the extinct dung beetles of ancient South America deserve a medal. Some 30 
million years ago, the continent was home to what is known to palaeontologists as the South America 
Megafauna, including some truly giant extinct herbivores: bone covered armadillos the size of a small car, 
ground sloths 6 metres tall and elephant-sized hoofed-mammals unlike anything alive today. And of course, 
megafauna would have produced mega-dung. 
 
            The beetles certainly had their work cut out for them. And although the dung-beetles themselves did 
not fossilize, scientists know they were fully engaged in business because, amazingly, the results of their ac-
tivities are preserved as fossil dung balls, some more than 40 million years old, and some as large as tennis 
balls. Now palaeontologists in Argentina studying these dung balls have discovered that they have even more 
to tell us about the ecology of this lost world of giant mammals, but at a rather different scale. In a study pub-
lished in the latest issue of the journal Palaeontology, Graduate Student Victoria Sánchez and Dr Jorge Gen-
ise report traces made by other creatures within fossil dung balls. 
 
            "Some of these are just the results of chance interactions" explains Dr Sánchez. "Burrowing bees, for 
example, dug cells in the ground where the dung balls were buried, and some of these happen to have been 
dug into the balls. But other traces record the behaviour of animals actively stealing the food resources set 
aside by the dung beetles. The shapes and sizes of these fossilized burrows and borings in the dung balls indi-
cate that other beetles, flies and earthworms were the culprits. Although none of these animals is preserved in 
these rocks, the fossil dung balls preserve in amazing detail a whole dung-based ecosystem going on right un-
der the noses of the giant herbivores of 30 million years ago." 
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Palaeontologists in Argentina have discovered 
that dung balls reveal much about the ecology 
of a lost world of giant mammals that lived 30 
million years ago. (Credit: Victoria Sánchez) 
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Board  Member JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC 

J. Ursillo Y Y Y Y Y Y NO MTG Y Y    

M. Renné N Y Y N Y N NO MTG Y Y    

Jen Ursillo Y Y Y Y Y Y NO MTG Y Y    

M.  Barrenechea Y Y Y N Y N NO MTG Y Y    

M. Berkowitz Y Y Y Y Y SBR NO MTG SBR SBR    

B. Ringhiser Y N Y Y Y Y NO MTG Y Y    

A. Siegl    Y Y Y NO MTG Y R    

J. Holmstrom Y Y Y Y SB SB NO MTG SB SB    
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For general information. If no one is interested, let me know. 

SB (snow bird) means up North for the summer, SBR means up north and reporting to Board. 
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1) Atomic number is 79 and weight 

is 197.2 (Extra point… Au) 
2) Gold is found in Veins, lodes and 

placer deposits. 
3) Auric...makes sense if you knew 

the extra point question from #1 
      (Extra point..Shirley Bassie)
            

The otherworldly footprint 
of black basaltic lava cre-
ates a striking landscape at 
Black Point Lava Flow in 
northern Arizona, seen in 
this photograph taken from 
the International Space Sta-
tion. The flow is part of 
Arizona’s San Francisco 
Volcanic Field, a group of 
geologically young (approximately six million to less than one thou-
sand years old) volcanoes, lava flows, and cinder cones located just 
north of Flagstaff, Arizona. 
When it erupted onto the surface, the Black Point Lava flowed east-
ward over the older Permian and Triassic sedimentary rock se-
quences (spanning the period from roughly 300 to 240 million years 
ago) that are so well known around the vicinity of the Grand Can-
yon. The eastern edge of the flow slumps down to the surrounding 
plain, and it ends along the Little Colorado River (lower right). 
Black Point Lava Flow is an excellent setting for training and sys-
tems testing for future exploration missions to the moon. In late Au-
gust and early September 2009, scientists and engineers from NASA 
and several universities will travel to the Black Point Lava Flow to 
conduct tests for NASA’s Lunar Electric Rover. 

&������
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I have started adding, space permitting, local items of interest to our members. 
Please let me know of any additional items you would like to see listed. Society 
events would take precedence if there are multiple events. If there are enough 
events, we could set up a “local events” section….so let me know what is happen-
ing in your neck of the woods.. 

Jeff 
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Let’s begin with a brief review of the theory of plate tectonics. New ocean crust is cre-
ated by upwelling basaltic magma along the mid-ocean ridges. Ocean plates move away 
from mid-ocean spreading centers and subduct under the continental plates. Subducting 
ocean plate material re-melts as it reaches depths under high temperature and pressure 
and becomes molten magma which seeps back up to the surface and erupts thru vol-
canic vents. This occurrence is most evident along the Pacific Rim, what is commonly 
known as the ring of fire, an area depicted by high incidence of volcanic activity.  
 
Indonesia is located on convergent plate boundaries. Subduction of the northeast mov-
ing Indian Ocean plate under the western islands of the Indonesian archipelago has re-
sulted in a long history of volcanic activity.  
 
Extensive eruptions of volcanic debris have repeatedly buried forests and nearby reefs 
offshore as well. During burial, the decay of the volcanic ash releases mobile silica and other elements which saturate formation wa-

ters and in some situations reacts with the carbonate of the buried coralline reefs or 
other organic matter such as wood from buried forests. 
 
The volcanic islands of Indonesia are host to numerous deposits of fossil coral. The 
Barisan Mountain Range, along the western boundary of the Island of Sumatra, hosts 
a rare and ornate suite of fossils. Miocene age (approx 20 million year old) coralline 
reefs and near shore forests were preserved by burial in volcanic sediments rich in 
minerals including iron, manganese and silica. Thru a combination of processes the 
full pattern and character of the original coral life forms have been preserved in great 
detail.  
 

PROCESSES 
 

“Permineralization” is the process of filling pore space in and around the remnant hard coral skeleton with minerals deposited from 
solutions trapped or migrating thru the sedimentary pile as it is compressed into rock. 
 
“Replacement” is the process whereby the original coral skeleton is replaced molecule by molecule with a mineral or minerals from a 
solution. For example, calcium carbonate (CaCO3) from the hard structure of the coral is replaced by silica (SiO2) from trapped or 
migrating solutions as rock was being formed.  
 
This dual process preservation can occur with different accessory mineral concentrations and result in maintaining the contrast be-
tween the original soft tissues and the skeletal remains of the corals as different minerals impart different colors to the stone.  
 
The geochemical and geological conditions under which these processes take place are typically slightly acidic, low temperature and 
low pressure. The resultant deposition of replacement product is a micro or crypto crys-
talline quartz commonly termed “agate”.  
 
In Indonesia, entire coral heads are often completely preserved and appear just as they did 
20 million years ago although their density is much changed by replacement and infill 
with silica, iron, manganese and other minerals. There are fern corals, brain corals, hex 
corals, honeycomb corals and many more. 
 
Specimen coral heads are found in many stages of preservation. Some are mere casts 
with thin replacement of the outer skin and a pumaceous, leached or partial replacement of 
the inner core. Other coral heads are completely preserved by the dual process and can 
make beautiful polished slab specimens. The silica ranges from light weight amorphous 
opaline to dense cryptocrystalline chalcedony. Re-crystalization is often found on frac-
tures resulting in fine glittering coatings of quartz druze. Rarely, entire specimens are 
coated in fine crystals. The fossilized coral heads come in all sizes and can weigh from 
100grams to 100 kilograms. 
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6 7 
Open Shop 

7-9PM 
 

Call first 
Michelle 

561-969-3291 

8 
 

9  
Beads 

On the Ave 
151 SE 2nd Ave 

Delray Beach 
Open Beading 

6—9 PM 
 

10 
 

11 
Open Shop 

6-9PM 
General Work 

Call first 
Jeff 

561-706-9549 

12 Open Shop 
9—Noon 

General Work 
Call first 

Jeff 
561-706-9549 

 

13 
 

14 
Open Shop 

7-9PM 
 

Call first 
Michelle 

561-969-3291 

15 
 

16 
Beads 

On the Ave 
151 SE 2nd Ave 

Delray Beach 
Open Beading 

6—9 PM 

17 
Membership 

Meeting 
@ Garden Club 

7:30 PM 

18 

 
NO 

OPEN  
SHOP 

19   
 

20 
 

21 
Open Shop 

7-9PM 
Call first 
Michelle 

561-969-3291 

22 
 

23 
Beads 

On the Ave 
151 SE 2nd Ave 

Delray Beach 
Open Beading 

6—9 PM 
 

24 25  Open Shop 
6-9PM 

General Work 
Call first 

Jeff 
561-706-9549 

26 Open Shop 
9—Noon 

General Work 
Call first 

Jeff 
561-706-954 

 
 

27 28 Open Shop 
7-9PM 

 
Call first 
Michelle 

561-969-3291 

29 
 

30 
Beads 

On the Ave 
151 SE 2nd Ave 

Delray Beach 
Open Beading 

6—9 PM 

1 
 

2 
Open Shop 

6-9PM 
General Work 

Call first 
Jeff 

3  

4 
TY Park 

11AM (or so) 
See 

Page 3 
For information 

5 
Open Shop 

7-9PM 
 

Call first 
Michelle 

561-969-3291 

6 
Board Meeting 

7 PM 
At the Shop 

7 
Beads 

On the Ave 
151 SE 2nd Ave 

Delray Beach 
Open Beading 

6—9 PM 
 

8 
 

9 
Open Shop 

6-9PM 
General Work 

Call first 
Jeff 

561-706-9549 

10 
Open Shop 
9—Noon 

General Work 
Call first 

Jeff 
561-706-9549 

11 
 

12 
Open Shop 

7-9PM 
 

Call first 
Michelle 

561-969-3291 

13 14 
Beads 

On the Ave 
151 SE 2nd Ave 

Delray Beach 
Open Beading 

6—9 PM 
 

15 
Membership 

Meeting 
@ Garden Club 

7:30 PM 

16 
Open Shop 

6-9PM 
General Work 

Call first 
Jeff 

561-706-9549 

17 
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Please note on your shop waiver form that you have received and read the shop rules. 
New liability forms need to be signed in 2 places for anyone using the shop. 

 $5 shop use fee is NOT charged when attending a class. Whether attending a class or using the shop, you must sign a Liability Waiver (New waiver must be signed 
after the first of every year). and sign the Shop’s Log book on each visit.  Jump ringer certification is available on Monday or Friday nights. 

Jump Ringer blades are available at the shop. 

Please remember to call the listed shop stewards for Open Shop nights to be sure the shop will be open. 
It is best to call the day before. 
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At the April Board meeting, it was decided to have members interested in classes contact the teacher di-
rectly to schedule a class, as opposed to contacting the Coordinator. The teachers will then be responsible 
for contacting the Head Shop Steward to make sure the shop is available. The class coordinator will be a 
central information point between teachers and the Society and will still report on classes at the meetings. 

CLASS INSTRUCTOR COST DATE TIME 

Art Clay Silver Michelle Renné 
561-969-3291 

$50 + $85 materials 
(depending on cost of silver) 

Saturday, TBD 10-4PM at the Shop 

Cabochon  
Six 3-hr sessions 

Ed Flashenburg 
561-733-1466 

$60 Thursday 
 

6-9PM at the Shop 

Chain Making (Beg) – Box 
Chain 

Kelly Azor 
561-688-7903 

$30 + $25 materials Saturday,  
Date TBD 

1-4PM at the Shop 

Chain Making (Beg) – 
Byzantine Chain 

Kelly Azor 
561-688-7903 

$30 + $25 materials Saturday, 
date TBD 

1-4PM at the Shop 

Chain Making (Beg) – 
Japanese Exploration  

Jen Ursillo 
561-329-4343 

$30 + $25 materials Tuesday, 
date TBD 

7-9:30PM at the Shop 

Chain Making (Adv) – Snake 
Chain  

Jen Ursillo 
561-329-4343 

$30 + $25 materials Saturday, 
date TBD 

1-4PM at the Shop 

Chain Making (Adv) – Turkish 
Round 

Jen Ursillo 
561-329-4343 

$30 + $25 materials Saturday, 
date TBD 

1-4PM at the Shop 

Enameling on Copper  
Two 3-hr sessions  

Hazel Levin 
561-439-6915 

$40 + $15 materials Two Saturday 
afternoons TBD 

1-4PM at the Shop 

Enameling on Copper  
Two 3-hr sessions  

Hazel Levin 
561-439-6915 

$40 + $15 materials Two Saturday 
sessions  
TBD 

1-4PM at the Shop 

Flat Lap Ed Flashenburg 
561-733-1466 

$40 + $10 Supplies Wednesday 9AM—Noon at the shop 

Faceting KC Foster 
561-968-5287 
 

$80 + $20 materials 
6 sessions 

Monday 5 PM at the shop 

Fused Glass 
(Beginner/Tuesday) 

Ed Flashenburg/John 
Holmstrom 
561-733-1466 

$40 + $15 materials 
Or $5.00 open shop fee 

Ongoing - 
Tuesdays – call 
to confirm 

9:30—Noon at the Shop 

Fused Glass 
(Beginner/Saturday) 

Michelle Renné 
561-969-3291 

$40 + $15 materials  Saturday, 
date TBD 

 12-4PM at the Shop 

Fused Glass (Advanced) Michelle Renné 
561-969-3291 

$40 + $15 materials  Saturday, 
date TBD 

 12-4PM at the Shop 

Non-solder Wire Work Michelle Renné 
561-969-3291 

$40 + $15 materials  Saturday, 
date TBD 

 12-4PM at the Shop 

Kumihimo 
(Japanese Weaving) 

Kelly Azor 
561-688-7903 

$20 + $15 kit TBD 9-12 or 1-4PM at the shop 

Right Angle Weave Cubes Jen Ursillo 
561-329-4343 

$40 + $50 for optional kit OR 
supply list can be provided 

Saturday, 
date TBD 

1-4PM at the Shop 
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President*                         Jeff Ursillo                                     706-9549 

1st Vice President*            Michelle Renné                              969-3291 

2nd Vice President*           Jen Ursillo                                      329-4343 

Secretary*                         Mary Barrenechea                          969-6056 

Treasurer*                         Marv Berkowitz                             364-9696 
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Past President*                  Barbara Ringhiser                           588-5458 

Past President*                  Michelle Renné                              969-3291 

Past President*                  Jeff Ursillo                                     706-9549 

Show Chairman*               Barbara Ringhiser                           588-5458 

Show Dealer Chairman      Ellen Jean                                       931-372-8236 
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Class Coordinator              Jen Ursillo                                      329-4343 
Field Trips                         Michelle Renné                              969-3291 
Historian                           OPEN 
Hostess                             Coralie Norvell                               965-4748 
Librarian                           Nina Murray                                   596-3390 
Membership*                    Aurora Siegl                                   988-7006 
Newsletter Editor*             Jeff Ursillo                                     706-9549 
Photographers                   Lo Rain/Aurora Siegl 
Programs                           The Board 
Raffle Coordinator             Harriet Flashenburg                        733-1466 
Refreshments                    Debbie Anderson                            965-9279 
Sunshine Committee          Lo Rain                                          827-5793 
Social Events                     KC Foster                                       968-5287 
                                         Barbara Ringhiser                           588-5458              
Head Shop Steward           John Holmstrom                             585-7094 
Website Manager               Jen Ursillo                                      329-4343              

* Denotes a Voting Board Member 

The Gem & Mineral Society of the Palm Beaches, Inc. is a member of the 
Eastern and Southeastern Federation of Mineral and Lapidary Societies, and 
is affiliated with the American Federation of Mineralogical and Lapidary 
Societies.  Monthly meetings are held on the third Thursday of the month 
except for December which is held on the second Thursday.  Meetings start 
at 7:30 PM at the West Palm Beach Garden Club across from the South 
Florida Science Museum in Dreher Park, West Palm Beach. 
 

Gem & Mineral Society of the Palm Beaches Website 
��������������
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MEMBERSHIP DUES  
 

Junior Membership - $10.00 
(Under Age 18) 

Single Membership - $15.00 
(Over Age 18) 

Family Membership - $25.00 
 (Includes 2 adults and Children Under 

Age 18 in a single household) 
 

Membership expires on December 31st 
each year and is due by the end of Febru-
ary of the new year. To renew your 
membership, make your check or money 
order out to: 
 
Gem & Mineral Society of the Palm 
Beaches, Inc. and mail to: 
 
Membership Secretary 
Gem & Mineral Society 
P.O. Box 18095 
West Palm Beach, FL  33416 
 

NAME TAGS 
Available from: 
Ace Marking Devices ($12.00) 
3308 S. Dixie Hwy. 
West Palm Beach, FL 33405 
561—833-4073 

Open Shop schedule is 
TENTATIVE due to changing 
class schedule. Call the shop 

steward listed below 
before you go! 

Shop fee is $5 per visit, payable 
to the Shop Steward. 

 
SHOP STEWARDS: 

Head Steward 
 John Holmstrom 561-585-7094    

 
Monday PM 

Michelle Renné  561-969-3291     
 

Friday PM & Saturday AM   
Jeff Ursillo  561-706-9549 

 
SHOP PHONE 561-585-2080 
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November 21, the start of our annual show, will be here before we know it!! That means it is time to start 
thinking about volunteering NOW. Here's a list of volunteer positions and the duties required. 

REMEMBER—if you work for at least 4 hours, you get a free Christmas banquet!!! 
 

YOU can make a difference! Without you, our society members, it would be impossible to fill the many time 
periods necessary to make the 2009 show the best show yet! Over 100 volunteer shifts need to be filled. 

Please let us count on you.  
 

Please give the attached form to Jim Woods or Barbara Ringhiser at the September, October or November  
meeting; or, mail the form to:               Gem and Mineral Society of the Palm Beaches, Inc.  
                                                               Volunteers 

P.O. Box 18095  
                                                                 West Palm Beach, FL 33416-8095  
or, call Jim Woods at 561-963-9350, email him at  jimwoodIII@yahoo.com to sign up.  
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Approximately 6 people are needed to move tables around and set up each booth area. We will be supervising 
Fairgrounds help in the placement of tables according to our floor plan. This position requires about 5 hours of 
mostly directing people who are moving tables around.  
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As many volunteers as we can get are needed during the day on Friday and from 5:00 PM on Sunday. We have 
hired help to do the heavy lifting, but we still need members to assist in directing helpers on where unloaded ma-
terials go at the fairgrounds. On Friday, materials such as our display cases, from the storage unit, must be loaded 
in the rented truck, and brought to the Fairgrounds, unloaded and set-up. On Sunday, after the show is over, every-
thing must be packed up, loaded in the truck, and delivered back to the storage area. Again, we have hired help to 
do the heavy lifting, but we still need members to assist in directing helpers on where materials go to be loaded 
into the truck.  We also will need some people to go to the storage location to direct the hired help on where to 
put the unloaded materials.  The Carolina mine is also set up on Thursday/Friday and taken down Sunday night. If 
you want to help with the display case setup, or want to reserve a case for your self during the show call KC Foster 
at 561-968-5287  
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Two people are needed for each 2-hour time slot. Responsibilities include taking tickets at the entrance doors, tear-
ing the ticket in half, depositing one half in the box, and giving the second half to the guest. This position requires 
either sitting on a stool or standing. Requirements include a pleasant, friendly, helpful, courteous, and kind person-
ality. At times, ticket takers are very busy. This is a very important position because ticket takers are the "first im-
pression" that people get of our society.  
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Two people are necessary for each 2-hour time slot. Responsibilities include answering questions concerning the 
show and providing information about our society's activities. Information attendants should be able to direct visi-
tors and provide information about everything from who is in charge, to where a particular dealer is located. This 
position requires sitting at the information desk. The ability to be pleasant and helpful, without getting flustered, is 
important. Club history books are located at this table as well.  
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Two people per 2-hour time slot are needed. Responsibilities include encouraging people to purchase tickets for 
the raffle of the many items available. It is extremely important to be friendly, inviting, cheerful, and encouraging 
without being insistent. This position requires some standing.  The main objective is to point out the items that 
may be won with only a $1.00 ticket.  
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Two to four people are needed for each 2-hour time slot. Responsibilities are to observe people, watch for those 
acting in a disorderly manner (for example, drunk, smoking, or shoplifting), and report it to Show Chairman, Com-
mittee Chairperson, Fairground Security, or Armed Security. Show Security guards should NEVER confront or ac-
cuse anyone, ONLY report it. Greeting the public in a friendly manner is also important. This position requires 
walking around or standing.  
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People are needed to demonstrate their skills during each 2-hour time slot. The area is large enough for several 
demonstrators to present simultaneously. This is the opportunity to greet the public and show-off by participating in 
beading, stained glass, wire wrapping, chain making, or any other lapidary skills. If you are interested in volunteer-
ing to demonstrate at the show, please contact demonstration coordinator Kelly Azor-Anderson at 561-688-7903 or 
561-635-7619  
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Lunch will be served to the dealers, society members, and fairground workers on Friday, set-up day.  We need 
someone who will shop for the supplies (we have a list – sandwich makings, drinks, salad, plates, utensils, donuts, 
coffee, etc.)  Everyone makes their own sandwiches.  You would be advanced funds for shopping.  Serving is buf-
fet style.  We need a couple of volunteers there to oversee the buffet between 9am and 5pm – 2 hour shifts. 

�
$� � .�<��%

��
<�.�%���&�,&=� .�:� %9�$#���/;
��, ��// �� �

Nine people for each 2-hour time slot are necessary to run the mining area effectively. Duties include keeping      
buckets filled, collecting money, and keeping lines moving. For the fossil dig and gemstone mining, volunteers 
will be briefed on what fossils and gemstones are available in the dig and mine. There will be cards available 
with fossil samples and rough gemstone samples to aid in identification if participants request the information.  

 

Name:__________________________________________________________     Phone: _______________________ 

Best Time to Call: __________________________________      Email:______________________________________ 

Position(s) Interested in:____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Please circle times you are available (2 hour shifts)  
Thursday     (Nov. 19)   Set Up                9AM              11AM               1PM                  3PM 
Friday          (Nov. 20)   Set Up/Lunch     9AM              11AM               1PM                  3PM 
Saturday      (Nov. 21)                              9AM              11AM               1PM                  3PM                  5PM 
Sunday        (Nov. 22)              9AM        11AM            1PM                  3PM                  5PM                  Take Down 
 
Please give this form to Jim Woods or Barbara Ringhiser at the September, October or November meeting, mail the 
form, or call Jim Woods at 561-963-9350, email him at jameswoodIII@yahoo.com to sign up.  
 
Mail form to:                              Gem and Mineral Society of the Palm Beaches, Inc.  

Volunteers 
P.O. Box 18095  

                                                    West Palm Beach, FL 33416-8095 


