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The next general membership meeting will be held 

Thursday, December 8, 2011 
7:30 PM at the Meadow Park Elementary School 

956 Florida Mango Rd,, West Palm Beach, FL 333406 
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December is our semi-annual Show and Sell. Tables are $10. Please call Barbara Ringhiser at 588-5458 if 

you would like a table. We will also be holding election of officers for 2011. 
 

In December we will be meeting at the Meadow Park Elementary School, 
located at 956 Florida Mango Road, West Palm Beach, FL. 

Directions to Meadow Park Elementary School: 
Exit I-95 at Forest Hill Blvd. and travel west to Florida Mango Road. Proceed north on Florida Mango 

approximately one mile. Meadow Park Elementary is on the east side of the street. 

DUES ARE DUE AT THE END OF DECEMBER! Be kind to Susan and renew now! 
Please be sure to fill out a renewal form and give the form and your payment to Susan Cairl, 
Membership Secretary, at the address on the form. This will  insure a smooth renewal process. 

 
 For members who get it via email, it is available on the website at the BOTTOM of the membership page. 

It can be downloaded, filled out and mailed in to the Society's PO Box. 
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The Committee has submitted the following slate for 2012 

 President:  Jen Ursillo   1st Vice President: Debi Kachman 
 2nd Vice President: Karen Sexton   Secretary:  Jennifer Isham 
 Treasurer:  Marv Berkowitz 
 
Nominations will be excepted from the floor at the December meeting. From the Society’s Standing 
Rules: 
“Candidates for office must meet the following requirements: 
1. been an active member of the club for at least 1 year 
2. be a member in good standing as defined in Article III of the Society's Articles of Incorporation.” 
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Door prizes: Polished stone egg and mineral 
specimens 

Raffle prizes: Cutting slabs, mineral specimens, 
amazonite necklace and other surprises! 

 We are always looking for extra prizes to 
put out for the raffle. If you are thinning out your 
collection, doing some spring cleaning or just feel-
ing generous, bring whatever you would like to do-
nate to a meeting and give it to either of us. 

Harriet Flashenburg/Keith Kline 
Raffle Coordinators 

The Rockhound Copyright 2011 
by the Gem & Mineral Society of the Palm Beaches, Inc. 

 
Permission to reprint original material herein not otherwise 

copyrighted is granted provided credit is given to both author and 
publication. Articles not bylined are by the Editor. 
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Please have items for the next  ROCKHOUND  by 

January 11, 2012. Submissions can be emailed to 
BNMJEFF@AOL.COM or call Jeff Ursillo 561-706-9549 

��	���	������
To associate persons of the Palm Beach area of 

Florida who are interested in earth sciences, to work 
together as an organization in the gathering, cutting, 
displaying, and studying of rocks, shells, artifacts, 

and any kind of scientific objects of 
interest to the individual and the organization, to 

promote community interest in these objects. 
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  Jane Darling   Tanya Epstein   Harriet Flashenburg 
  Jacqueline Fleisher  Karen Fletcher   Carlos Garcia 
  Preston Hauser   Mary Kane   Janet Knight 
  Paul Perryman   Josey Stamper   Jen Ursillo 
      Duane Young 
 

“For all the advances in medicine, there is still no cure for the common birthday." 
~ John H. Glenn 

Just a reminder, if your birthday is not listed, that means it was not on your membership application. Call 
the Membership Secretary and let us know if we miss your birthday! 
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Norton designates the FIRST Saturday of the month 
as free to residents of Palm Beach county: 

 West Palm Beach, FL – The Norton Museum 
of Art is pleased to announce that FREE Saturdays 
will now include admission to special exhibitions. 
Previously, the Museum’s FREE Saturday program 
granted entrance to the Norton Collection only and 
excluded special exhibitions. 

 West Palm Beach residents will now receive 
free admission to the entire Museum EVERY Satur-
day, and Palm Beach County residents will receive 
free admission to the entire Museum the FIRST Sat-
urday of each month, with proof of residency. 

 Norton Museum Director and CEO, Hope 
Alswang said “It is truly a thrill for us to launch this 
new aspect of FREE Saturdays with the opening of 
an exhibition that is as much about important con-
temporary art, as it is fantastic fun”.   

 About the Norton Museum of Art: The Nor-
ton Museum of Art is open Tuesday–Saturday, 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m., Thursday 10 a.m. to 9 p.m. and Sun-
day, 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. General admission is $12 for 
adults, $5 for visitors ages 13-21, and free for Mem-
bers and children under 13. For additional informa-
tion, please call 561-832-5196.  
 

Thanks, Aurora! 
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Contact Editor Jeff Ursillo 

at bnmjeff@aol.com or 561-706-9549 
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Do you know anyone who is 
not feeling up to par, has been 
sick or injured, lost a loved 
one? Or on the silver lining 
side of things, do you know 

anyone who has achieved a goal, won a personal 
victory, or just something that deserves recogni-
tion? The Gem & Mineral Society has a Sunshine 
Committee to send cards and words of comfort 
and support and congratulations to those members 
who are in need or are deserving of it. 
 Call Lo Rain at 561-827-5793 and let her 
know what needs to be done! 
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The Norris silversmithing classes are filling up! The 
Saturday/Sunday class is almost full, and the Thurs-

day/Friday class is getting close. Don’t delay any 
longer, or you may miss out. Rumor has it that Don 
may be retiring in the next year or so, so he may not 

be back to teach again…. 

�
 Don Norris, a nationally known teacher, will be 
coming to Florida to do a series of classes in several cit-
ies. We will be hosting Don in January 2012. Don’s 
classes are limited to 6 students per class at each 2 day 
session.  The dates are going to be: 
 Thursday & Friday, January 5 & 6 
 Saturday & Sunday, January 7 & 8 
 
 The class fee is $300, with a 50% deposit due 
when signing up.  The class fee INCLUDES ALL MA-
TERIALS needed for the class. Don sent the following 
instructions regarding deposit payment: “You can tell 
everyone interested to start signing up now.  Many of my 
classes fill up over six months out and I have to go with 
first come, first serve.  They can sign up and pay the de-
posits by any of the methods below. Be sure to tell them 
to tell me which class they are signing up for, Delray 
Beach and Th/Fr or Sat/Sun. 

Thanks, 
Don Norris 

Credit Cards (Master Card, Visa, Discover) 
Call me at 303-517-1068 or Fax: 970-586-1838 or 
Email it to me using two or three emails and that 
makes it very safe. In the first one, give me 1/2 the 
number and your zip code. In the second email give 
me the other half of the number and expiration date. 
In a third email give me the name on the card and 
the three digit security code on the back of the card.  
PayPal Just "Send" money to dnorris@frii.com. 
  
Checks: Mail checks payable to Don Norris to 
Don Norris, PO Box 2433, Estes Park, CO 80517 

 $(�!+$��$ �+$+*$����
Dorothy R. Bienen - Royal Palm Beach 

 
Tom Brophy - Wellington 

 
Robert DePalma - Wellington 

 
Marjorie O. Engel-Pitts - Jupiter 

 
Norman Gitzen – Lake Worth 

 
Len Keller - from Lake Worth 

 
Kathleen Mauro - Greenacres & 

 
Karen Milstein - West Palm Beach 

You never know when it will strike, but there comes 
a moment at work when you know that you just 

aren't going to do anything productive for the rest of 
the day. 

Dues are due; dues are due! 
 

There was a club member named Hughes 
Who waited too long to pay dues, 

She was struck off the roster, 
Did not realize it cost ‘er 

The workshop, club field trips and news. 
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The meeting was called to order at 7:50 p.m. by 
Jen Ursillo, President.  Guests and members were 
welcomed.  The minutes of the October meeting 
were approved. 
 
Treasurer’s Report: Marv Berkowitz .  The 
Treasurer’s report was read. 
  
Membership Report: Susan Cairl reminded 
members that it is yearly membership renewal 
time.  Renewal dues should be paid before Decem-
ber 31st for the 2012 calendar year. 
 
Classes: New Classes:  Jeff Ursillo continues to 
give intarsia classes.  Past students of his showed 
samples of their class work.  Jen Ursillo taught a 
wire wrapping class.  Her student also brought her 
piece to show club members.  There are still open-
ings for Don Norris’ silversmithing class. The 
class has been opened to other club registrations as 
well as being advertised to the mailing list of 
Beads of the Ave, the shop in Delray Beach where 
the classes are being held. Information and regis-
tration details about this class can be found in The 
Rockhound newsletter. 
 
Shop:  Ed Flashenberg reported work continues 
to be done to address the “4-legged creature” prob-
lem at the shop, the power problem from last 
month was resolved, the shop phone is now work-
ing, the tumbler is running (please don’t turn it 
off), various grinder belts have been ordered and/
or replaced, and the parking lot sinkholes are being 
addressed with the building landlord and property 
owner. 
 
Field Trips:  Jen Ursillo.  There are no field trips 
planned for the month of November or December. 
 
Programs: Barb Ringhiser.  The December pro-
gram is the Show and Sell and election of officers.  
This December meeting will be held at Meadow 
Park Elementary School, 960 Florida Mango Rd., 
on the 2nd Thursday of the month (December 8th) 
instead of the 3rd Thursday.  Sale tables are $10 
each or the donation of a raffle item of equal 
monetary amount. 

Show, Barb Ringhiser reported that all vendor tables 
have been sold.  Volunteers are still needed for the 
show.  .  Please call Barb to offer your assistance or just 
show up as there are plenty of places to help out.  The 
Xmas banquet and installation of officers will be Sat., 
Dec. 10 at Ellie’s 50’s Diner in Delray Beach.  The din-
ner is complimentary to show volunteers.  Cost to other 
members and guests is $10/person.  Hors d’oeuvres start 
at 6:30; buffet dinner at 7 p.m.  Dress is casual or 
dressy.  There will be a gift exchange – bring a wrapped 
gift ($10 value) if you want to participate. 
 
Social Events, Debi Kachman announced the next so-
cial event will take place at the January meeting.  She 
will announce the details at the December membership 
meeting.! 
 
Sunshine: Lo Rain reported that Jim Toomath is in the 
hospital.  Please contact Lo with any member news you 
believe Lo could acknowledge with a club card. 
 
Old Business:   The nominating committee introduced 
the following slate of candidates for the upcoming 
December elections: 

President Jen Ursillo 
1st VP  Debi Kachman 
2nd VP  Karen Sexton 
Secretary Jennifer Isham 
Treasurer Marv Berkowitz 

 The club is also in need of a new chair for the refresh-
ment committee.  Please see Jen Ursillo if interested. 
 
New Business:  .  K.C. Foster announced she had a 
number of 2012 gem and mineral calendars for sale ($10 
each).  See her if interested in purchasing one.  Marv 
Berkowitz raised concern over the phone company the 
club is presently using and requested club President, Jen 
Ursillo , to form a committee to price and compare the 
service against AT&T.  Jen acknowledged Marv’s re-
quest and said the Board would address this issue at the 
December board meeting. 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:15 p.m. 
 

Respectfully Submitted: 
Jennifer Isham Secretary 
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Board  Member JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC 

Jen Ursillo, Pres. Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 
 

Y Y Y Y  

Deb Kachman 1st VP    Y Y R N Y Y Y Y  

B. Ringhiser 2nd VP Y A R R Y Y Y Y Y R Y  

J. Isham, Sec.     Y Y Y Y Y Y Y  

M. Berkowitz, Treas. R Y Y Y Y R R R R R R  

S. Cairl Membership R Y Y Y Y Y N Y Y Y R  

J. Ursillo, Newsletter Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y  
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Class to be held at the Shop������

Instructor- Debi Kachman    561-568-8736 
$30.00 + $50.00 For Silver OR 

Supply list is available.  
Some wire work experience preferred. 

HOLIDAY 
PARTY!!! 

 This year's party 
will be held on Saturday, 
December 10 at Ellie's 
50's Diner in the Fla-
mingo Ballroom, 2410 
North Federal Hwy, 

Delray Beach, FL 33483, (561) 276-7716. (Ellie's is 
located exactly half way between Atlantic Ave. and 
Woolbright Road on the west side of Federal Highway.) 
 At 6 pm, we will have hors d'oeurves (fruit, 
cheese, crackers, and spinach and artichoke dip) and 
cash bar. At 7 pm we 
will have salad and rolls and a buffet featuring prime 
rib carving station, mahi-mahi, Chicken florentine, stir 
fried vegetables, red bliss potatoes, baked tortellini, as-
sorted desserts and coffee. 
  Dance floor area and music provided by CD’s 
(bring your favorites). If you have had your 4 hours of 
volunteer time at the show there is no charge for the 
buffet. Tickets for guests are $10. 
 We will have our 
Holiday gift exchange as well. 
Bring a gift (hobby related) 
with a minimum value of 
$10.00 and mark it for a man 
or women if necessary. You 
will receive a gift only if you 
bring one! 
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There is NO PARKING in the circular drive or on the grass bordering it in front of the Garden Club. 

We can park in the Parking lot that is across from the Museum, or in the grass field to the west of the Garden Club 
(left side of the building as you face the front door). 

 
The Board would like to remind everyone that there is NO selling at the regular membership meetings. The TY Park outings as well 
as the scheduled  Member’s sale are available for selling. Bringing items in for an informal “Show and Tell” is fine, but not for sale. 
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LOOKING TO PURCHASE  
PETRIFIED WOOD AND 

LAPIDARY EQUIPTMENT. 
 

DON CHENOWETH, SR 
352-601-5119 

email: dhctraveling-
man@tampabay.rr.com 

 
Looking for an item? Want to sell 

something? 
Hobby-related ads are free for mem-

bers of the Society. Send the informa-
tion you want listed to 

Jeff Ursillo at bnmjeff@aol.com 
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��A Special Opportunity!  

by Steve Weinberger, 
Wildacres Committee Chair  

EFMLS Wildacres Scholarship  
Please share this important information with 

all of your club members:  
 In 2012 we will be celebrating the 40th 
Anniversary of EFMLS Workshops at Wildacres 
Retreat. In recognition of this special event we 
will be offering two scholarships to attend our 
sessions. One will be awarded for the spring and 
one for the fall session.  
 Criteria for consideration will include 
active membership in an EFMLS member club, 
completion of an application form, and never hav-
ing previously been to an EFMLS Wildacres 
Workshop. In addition to some basic information 
(name, address etc.), the application will ask all 
candidates to submit a brief essay telling why 
they would like to receive the scholarship.  
 Once all applications for the scholarship 
have been received and selection made, all candi-
dates will be notified as to whether they have or 
have not been selected. Applications will be 
printed in the December Newsletter once the 
dates of our sessions become available.  
 We’re excited to be able to offer the op-
portunity for two new people to attend one of our 
fabulous workshops tuition free. If you’ve never 
experienced an EFMLS Wildacres Workshop, 
now’s the time to find out what you’ve been miss-
ing!  
 Please do consider applying and planning 
on joining us “on the mountain” at one or both of 
our workshops in 2012. “ 
 
(Ed. Note: as soon as the forms are available, we 
will get them to any interested members… 

Jeff) 
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All are welcome. If you would like to see a new world of beautiful, symmetrical, colorful, minerals, please 
join us. We have giveaways at every meeting, and, usually some yummy munchies.. feel free to bring 

munchies, drinks, microscope (if you have one), and an open mind…  
Directions? Questions? 

Call KC Foster at 561-968-5287 

��!���$ ��
 The Fused glass open shop has started on Tuesday Mornings from 9-noon. The Wiz grinder is now set up.  
Several housekeeping chores have been taken care of (switch plate for big saw replaced, vestibule swept out, etc.) 
 To use the shop equipment, you must have either taken a class and be certified on the equipment, or be 
able to demonstrate to the attending steward that you are proficient on the equipment.  This applies to all the 
equipment in the shop: cabbing machines,  kilns, tumblers, etc. 
 All the equipment is running well. Don’t forget about the “big saw”! Cutting fees are 50 cents per sq. 
inch…..very reasonable. 
 The shop is in great shape. Thank you to all that use the shop for helping to keep it that way. 
 

Ed Flashenburg, Head Shop Steward 

The Broward Shell Club proudly presents the 
47th Annual 

*��6�������������6�
Saturday, January 21, 2012 10am—6pm 
Sunday, January 22, 2012 10am—4pm 

Thousands of beautiful shells and shell-related items will be 
on display and for sale. 

Emma Lou Olson Civic Center, 
1801 NE 6th ST., Pompano Beach, FL 33061 

 
Shell ID Clinic • Hourly Door Prizes • Raffle Prizes 

FREE Admission • FREE Parking 
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History of North at the Top of the Map 

From Xanthe Webb Aintablian, Contributing Writer, 
 Most modern-day maps typically show an orientation with north at the top of the two-
dimentional depiction. In other eras, different directions at the top were more prevalent, and 
all directions have been used by different societies and cultures to depict our world. The big-
gest factors that contribute to north being commonly placed at the top of a map include the 
invention of the compass and the understanding of magnetic north and the egocentricity of 
society, mainly in Europe. 
 

The Compass & Magnetic North 
 The discovery and use of the compass in Europe in the 1200-1500s may have greatly 

influenced many modern-day maps with north at the top. A compass points to magnetic north, and Europeans, like other 
cultures long before, noticed that the earth spins on an axis that is relatively pointed at the north star. That idea combined 
with the concept that when we look up we see the stars, contributed to north being placed up at the top of maps, with 
words and symbols being placed relative to that viewpoint. 
 

Egocentricity in Societies 
 Egocentricity is having a view or perspective that revolves around you or your situation at the center. Thus, in 
cartography and geography, an egocentric society is one that places itself in either the center of a depiction of the world, 
or at the top. Information at the top of a map is commonly viewed as being both more visible and more significant. 
 Since Europe was a powerhouse in the world, producing both heavy exploration and the printing press – it was 
instinctual for European mapmakers to put Europe (and the Northern Hemisphere) as the focus at the top of maps. Today 
Europe and North America remain dominant cultural and economic forces, producing and influencing many maps – 
showing the Northern Hemisphere at the top of the map. 
 

Different Orientations 
 Most early maps, before the wide-spread use of the compass, placed east at the top. This is generally thought to 
be due to the fact that the sun rises in the east. It was the most consistent directional maker. 
Many cartographers show what they want to be the focus at the top of the map, and therefore, influence the orientation of 
the map. Many early Arab and Egyptian cartographers placed south at the top of the map because, having most of the 
world they knew of to the north of them, it drew the most attention to their area. Many early settlers of North America 
created maps with a west-east orientation that resulted from the direction that they primarily traveled and explored. Their 
own viewpoint greatly altered the orientation of their maps. 
 
 In the history of mapmaking, the general rule of thumb is whoever made the map is probably at the center or the 
top of it. This rings mostly true for centuries of mapmaking, but has been greatly influenced as well with European car-
tographers’ discovery of compasses and the magnetic north. 

N O T H I N G 
 I am using this time, while I have nothing to do, to let you know that I have nothing to say. People tend to look at the word 
nothing and belittle its importance. However, it can mean life or death, success or failure, joy or sadness.  
 Mountain climbers have died when they stepped on it. Parachutists are upset when they pull the ripcord and it comes out. 
Farmers have lost their farms when they grew it. Ball players and coaches have lost their jobs when they scored it. It is also a reason 
for joy when it represents the sum of your debts. 
 It is what you earn when you do it. I have saved it over the years and now have it in the bank account. It is what you gener-
ally learn from a politician making a speech. It is often discussed at meetings. Arguments and fights start over the subject. I often 
find it in my mailbox and, only last night, received it from the soda machine. I could go on and on, but it will mean nothing. I just 
want you to be aware, as you go through life, that when you get some time to relax, you should think on this subject. 
Don’t try to thank me, it’s nothing! 

By - Steve True via - Spokane Rock Rollers Dec. 2003 
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2-4—SPRING HILL, FLORIDA:  Annual show; Withlacoochee Rockhounds; Slovene American Club, 13383 County Line Road; 
Fri. 9-5, Sat. 9-5, Sun. 9-5; adults $3, students $1, children (under 12) free; demonstrations, gem and mineral auction, replica of 
Aaron’s Breastplate, famous diamonds, dealers, rocks, minerals, fossils, jewelry; contact Ralph Barber, (352) 200-6852; e-mail: bar-
bersbloomers@hotmail.com; Web site: http://withlacoocheerockhounds.com 
 
January 13-15—LARGO, FLORIDA: 36th annual show; Pinellas Geological Society; Largo Cultural Center, Parkside Room; 105 
Central Park Dr.; Sun. 11-2; free admission; contact Hugh Sheffield, (727) 894-2440 or (727) 707-3236 
 
January 28-29—PANAMA CITY, FLORIDA : 21st annual show; Panama City Gem & Mineral Society; Bay County Fairgrounds; 
2230 E. 15th St.; Sat. 9-5, Sun. 9-4; free admission; exhibits, door prizes, gems, minerals, fossils, jewelry, beads, lapidary art, wire 
wrapping, silversmithing; contact Joseph Schings, 224 Collinfurst Square, Panama City, FL 32404-8530, (850) 871-1846; e-mail: 
mojo3002@comcast.net 
 

For more show dates, check out http://www.rockngem.com/showdates/ 

 ��
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Overview 
 
 Lone Star Geyser Yellowstone resides just a bit off the beaten 
path, not far from Old Faithful, and one must hike to witness its in-
credible display. A hike through the backcountry in Yellowstone is a 
treat all by itself. 
 
Directions 
 Just three and a half miles southwest from Old Faithful, on the 
south side of the road, you’ll find a parking area. From here you take 
the Lone Star Trailhead, a five-mile round-trip hike on an old paved 
road to Lone Star Geyser. 
 
Seasons 

Yellowstone National Park is open all year, but interior roads often close during winter 
months. You can possibly access Lone Star Geyser by snow vehicle and snowshoes in 
the winter. (Check with Park Rangers before embarking on such a venture.) 
 
The Sights at Lone Star Geyser 
 
Yellowstone Lone Star Geyser erupts approximately every three hours, reaches a height 
of 45 feet and lasts about 30 minutes. Hiking the backcountry in Yellowstone makes 
this a unique experience, witnessing the splendor of this geyser in its natural and pris-
tine environment. 
 
Lone Star Geyser Yellowstone National Park has both major and minor eruptions. 
There are two, sometimes three, minor eruptions that occur prior to the major eruption. 
The minor eruption reaches about 45 feet, but only last for about 5 minutes and does 
not conclude with a steam phase, as does the major eruption. Be sure to stay for the 
major eruption then find an isolated spot to relax or picnic.  Taken in 1878 

Postcard ca. 1940’s 
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 Please collect stamps from your home or work mail, strip the paper off to about 1/2 inch from the stamp (care 
must be taken not to tear or damage the stamp!) and bring them to the monthly meetings. I will be collecting them at the 
meetings and forwarding them to the SFMS Stamp committee. The funds raised are for scholarships to William Holland 
or Wildacres.  Clubs get entries to an annual drawing based on the volume of stamps sent. Number of scholarships 
awarded is determined by the amount of money raised. Drawing is held at the Federation’s Annual meeting. 
 
 What stamps are best? Commemoratives, definitive, uncancelled or lightly cancelled are best...paper meter strips 
are not acceptable; the same for torn or heavily cancelled stamps. Think of it this way...the stamps are being sold to col-
lectors, so look at the condition of the stamps and go from there. Still not sure..check out this SFMS website page: 

http://www.amfed.org/sfms/stamp-program-gs.html 
This site shows stamps that are not acceptable. 

http://www.amfed.org/sfms/stamp-program-bs.html 
    Jeff Ursillo 

��! ��!++'��$$��$�!���
 The Show is past….and it was GREAT! 

 There were a couple of last minute cancellations, 
but the overall show was a success. The attendance was 
comparable to last year, as was the mine area. The new 
spinning wheel game made over $200 (at $1 a spin!) 
This year, we held three classes during the day on Satur-
day. Kumihimo, Chain maille earrings and Basic Bead-
ing were taught. Each class had students. 
 Kelly Azor did a great job organizing and staff-
ing the Demonstration area. The tables were busy both 
days, with Society members showing many different 
sides of our hobby. We also had representation from the 
Garden club and Coin Club.  
 Jay Sonnenburg had 16 cases in the display areas, 
with some very interesting items, including a home built 
sphere grinding machine and a separate case showing 
how the block of stone was transformed into a sphere.  
 A special thank you to all our Society members 
who gave their time and volunteered both on Thursday, 
Friday and both days of the show. You all had a big part 
in making our 45th show the success it was. 
 I would like to extend a special thank you to my 
co-chair, Barbara. Without Barb, the show would not run 
as smoothly as it does. She is one of the most well or-
ganized people I know, and it shows in her work on the 
show. Thank You, Barb! 
 To those volunteers attending the party on the 
10th, enjoy it! You worked hard for it! 
 The next show committee meeting is Monday 
January 16, 2012, 7:30 PM at the shop. 

Jeff Ursillo, Show Co-Chairman 

#�4!!��8$#��
A brand new year is given us, 
It could be likened to a stone. 

It can be polished and enhanced, 
Or it can be left alone. 

We can sit and watch it pass, 
And wish we had our youth, 

Or we can use the years we have 
In search of love and truth. 

This year can be a better year, 
We can shine it to a glow. 

No year is bad, no year is good, 
Just people make it so. 

Let’s plan this year to be our best 
By sharing love with others, 

For peace will never thrive on earth 
Until we live as brothers. 

 
From – Chiasto-HI-Lites Via –  
Surrey Rockhounder Dec. 2008 

Be not concerned, nor be surprised.  
If what you do is criticized. 
There’ll always be some folks who can 
Find some fault with every plan.  
Mistakes are made, we can’t deny  
But only made by folks that try.  
 

(From The Rockytier 7/94 via Gneiss Gnews Highland 
Lakes Gem & Mineral Society, October 1994) 



December 2011 Volume 46 No. 4 

����������	
�������	
�������	
�������	
��
Official publication of the Gem & Mineral Society of the Palm Beaches, Inc. 

Page 11   

Please note on your shop waiver form that you have received and read the shop rules. 
 

 $5 shop use fee is NOT charged when attending a class. Whether attending a class or using the shop, you 
must sign a Liability Waiver (New waiver must be signed after the first of every year). and sign the Shop’s 

Log book on each visit.  Jump ringer certification is available on Wednesday or Friday nights. 
Jump Ringer blades are available at the shop. 

Membership 
Meeting 

 
7:30 PM 

Fused Glass 
9-noon 

 
Open Shop 

6—9 PM 
Jeff 

561-706-9549 

Open Shop 
6-9PM 

General Work 
 

Jeff 
561-706-9549 

Open Shop 
6-9PM 

General Work 
 

Jeff 
561-706-9549 

NO 
OPEN 
SHOP 

Open Shop 
6—9 PM 

Ed 
561-733-1466 

Open Shop 
6—9 PM 

Ed 
561-733-1466 

Open Shop 
6-9PM 

General Work 
 

Jeff 
561-706-9549 

Holiday 
Banquet 

 
Ellie’s Diner 

Open Shop 
6—9 PM 

Ed 
561-733-1466 

Open Shop 
6—9 PM 

Ed 
561-733-1466 

NO 
OPEN 
SHOP 

Fused Glass 
9-noon 

 
Open Shop 

6—9 PM 
Jeff 

561-706-9549 

Fused Glass 
9-noon 

 
Open Shop 

6—9 PM 
Jeff 

561-706-9549 

Fused Glass 
9-noon 

 
Open Shop 

6—9 PM 
Jeff 

561-706-9549 
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������� ��Members interested in classes should check the Class Board at the monthly meetings, or contact 
the teacher directly to schedule a class. The teachers will then be responsible for contacting the Head Shop 

Steward to make sure the shop is available. The class coordinator will be a central information point between 
teachers and the Society and will still report on classes at the meetings. 

��6������������
���������&&&�
Wire Fan Bracelet and Intarsia….See page 13 for information 

Membership 
Meeting 

 
7:30 PM 

Fused Glass 
9-noon 

 
Open Shop 

6—9 PM 
Jeff 

561-706-9549 

Open Shop 
6-9PM 

General Work 
 

Jeff 
561-706-9549 

Open Shop 
6-9PM 

General Work 
 

Jeff 
561-706-9549 

NO 
OPEN 
SHOP 

Open Shop 
6—9 PM 

Ed 
561-733-1466 

Open Shop 
6—9 PM 

Ed 
561-733-1466 

Open Shop 
6-9PM 

General Work 
 

Jeff 
561-706-9549 

Open Shop 
6—9 PM 

Ed 
561-733-1466 

Open Shop 
6—9 PM 

Ed 
561-733-1466 

Fused Glass 
9-noon 

 
Open Shop 

6—9 PM 
Jeff 

561-706-9549 

Fused Glass 
9-noon 

 
Open Shop 

6—9 PM 
Jeff 

561-706-9549 

Fused Glass 
9-noon 

 
Open Shop 

6—9 PM 
Jeff 

561-706-9549 

Fused Glass 
9-noon 

 
BOARD 

MEETING 
NO OPEN 

SHOP 

HAPPY 
NEW 

YEAR!!! 

Show 
Committee 
7:30 PM 

At the Shop 



December 2011 Volume 46 No. 4 

����������	
�������	
�������	
�������	
��
Official publication of the Gem & Mineral Society of the Palm Beaches, Inc. 

Page 13   

CLASS INSTRUCTOR COST DATE TIME 

Art Clay Silver Michelle Renné 
561-644-2323  

$50 + $85 materials (depending 
on cost of silver) 

Saturday, 
TBD 

10-4PM at the Shop 

Cabochon (summer sessions) 
Six 3-hr sessions 

Jeff Ursillo 
561-706-9549 

$60 Flexible time 
 

6-9PM at the Shop 

Chain Making (Beg) – Box 
Chain 

Kelly Azor 
561-688-7903 

$30 + $25 materials Saturday,  
Date TBD 

1-4PM at the Shop 

Chain Making (Beg) – 
Byzantine Chain 

Kelly Azor 
561-688-7903 

$30 + $25 materials Saturday, 
date TBD 

1-4PM at the Shop 

Chain Making (Beg) – 
Japanese Exploration  

Jen Ursillo 
561-329-4343 

$30 + $25 materials Tuesday, 
date TBD 

7-9:30PM at the Shop 

Chain Making (Adv) – Snake 
Chain  

Jen Ursillo 
561-329-4343 

$30 + $25 materials Saturday, 
date TBD 

1-4PM at the Shop 

Chain Making (Adv) – 
Turkish Round 

Jen Ursillo 
561-329-4343 

$30 + $25 materials Saturday, 
date TBD 

1-4PM at the Shop 

Enameling on Copper  
Two 3-hr sessions  

Hazel Levin 
561-439-6915 

$40 + $15 materials 2 Tuesdays 
 

1-4PM at the Shop 

Enameling on Copper  
Two 3-hr sessions  

Hazel Levin 
561-439-6915 

$40 + $15 materials 2 Saturdays 1-4PM at the Shop 

Flat Lap Ed Flashenburg 
561-733-1466 

$40 + $10 Supplies Wednesday 9 AM—Noon at the shop 

Fused Glass 
(Beginner/Tuesday) 

Ed Flashenburg/John 
Holmstrom 
561-733-1466 

$40 + $15 materials 
Or $5.00 open shop fee 

Tuesday 
In season 

9:30—Noon at the Shop 

Fused Glass 
(Beginner/Saturday) 

Michelle Renné 
561-644-2323  

$40 + $15 materials  Saturday, 
date TBD 

 12-4 PM at the Shop 

Fused Glass (Advanced) Michelle Renné 
561-644-2323  

$40 + $15 materials  Saturday, 
date TBD 

 12-4 PM at the Shop 

Non-solder Wire Work Michelle Renné 
561-644-2323  

$40 + $15 materials  TBD  12-4PM at the Shop 

Kumihimo 
(Japanese Weaving) 

Kelly Azor 
561-688-7903 

$20 + $15 kit TBD 9-12 or 1-4PM at the shop 

Right Angle Weave Cubes Jen Ursillo 
561-329-4343 

$40 + $50 for optional kit OR 
supply list can be provided 

Saturday, 
date TBD 

1-4 PM at the Shop 

Silversmithing (Intro) & Jack Stamper 
276-782-0447 

$20.00 plus $55.00 materials TBD 1:30—5Pm at the Shop 

Torch Glass beads (Intro) Jack Stamper 
276-782-0447 

 $20.00 plus $45.00 materials TBD 1—4PM at the Shop 

Wire Fan Bracelet Class Debi Katchman 
561-568-8736 

$30 + $50 materials or 
Supply list available 

TBD At the Shop 

Intarsia 
(Cabochon exp. a must) 

Jeff Ursillo 
561-706-9549 

$40.00 + $10 materials Flexible time Evenings 6-9 at the Shop 
Weekends 9-12 at the Shop 

"And those who were seen dancing were thought to be insane by those who could not hear the music."  
~ Nietzsche 
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President*       Jen Ursillo   329-4343 

1st Vice President*    Debi Kachman   793-6777 

2nd Vice President*    Barbara Ringhiser  588-5458 

Secretary*  Jennifer Isham   201-245-4183 
Treasurer*  Marv Berkowitz  364-9696 

 

2300��'�$��!���
 

Past President*  Jeff Ursillo   706-9549 

Show Chairman* Barbara Ringhiser  588-5458 

Show Dealer Chairman Ellen Jean   931-372-8236 
 

�!++'��$$���#'��$!�($�
 

Field Trips  Lindsey Lott   833-9021 
Historian  OPEN 
Hostess   Coralie Norvell    965-4748 
Librarian  Susan Cairl (May—October) 628-1829 
Membership*  Susan Cairl   628-1829 
Newsletter Editor* Jeff Ursillo   706-9549 
Programs  Barbara Ringhiser  588-5458 

Raffle Coordinators Harriet Flashenburg  733-1466 

   Keith Kline   541-0393 

Refreshments  Debbie Anderson  965-9279 
Sunshine Committee Lo Rain    827-5793 
Social Events  Debi Kachman   793-6777  
Head Shop Steward Ed Flashenburg   733-1466 
Website Manager Jeff Ursillo   706-9549  

 
 * Denotes a Voting Board Member 

All phone numbers are 561 area code, unless noted otherwise. 
 

The Gem & Mineral Society of the Palm Beaches, Inc. is a member of the Eastern and 
Southeastern Federation of Mineral and Lapidary Societies, and is affiliated with the 
American Federation of Mineralogical Societies.  Monthly meetings are held on the 
third Thursday of the month except for December which is held on the second Thurs-
day.  Meetings start at 7:30 PM at the West Palm Beach Garden Club, 4800 Dreher 
Trail North, West Palm Beach, FL 33405-3018 (across from the South Florida Science 
Museum in Dreher Park, West Palm Beach) 
 

Gem and Mineral Society of the Palm Beaches, Inc. Website 

www.gemandmineral.cc  

+$+*$���'���)$��
 

Junior Membership - $10.00 
(Under Age 18) 

Single Membership - $15.00 
(Over Age 18) 

Family Membership - $25.00 
 (Includes 2 adults and Children Under 

Age 18 in a single household) 
 

Membership expires on December 31st 
each year and is due by the end of Febru-
ary of the new year. To renew your 
membership, make your check or money 
order out to: 
 
Gem & Mineral Society of the Palm 
Beaches, Inc. and mail to: 
 
Membership Secretary 
Gem & Mineral Society 
P.O. Box 18095 
West Palm Beach, FL  33416 
 

NAME TAGS 
Available from: 
Ace Marking Devices ($12.00) 
3308 S. Dixie Hwy. 
West Palm Beach, FL 33405 
561—833-4073 

 
Open Shop schedule is 

TENTATIVE due to changing 
class schedule. 

Contact the shop steward listed 
below before you go! 

Shop fee is $5 per visit, payable 
to the Shop Steward. 

 
SHOP STEWARDS: 

Head Steward 
& Wednesday PM Open Shop 
 Ed Flashenburg   561-733-1466 

 
Tuesday PM & Friday PM 

Open Shop 
Jeff Ursillo  561-706-9549 

 
SHOP PHONE 561-585-2080 


