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The next general membership meeting will be held 

Thursday, January 19, 2012 
7:30 PM at the West Palm Beach Garden Club 

4800 Dreher Trail North, West Palm Beach, FL 33405-3018 
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Joe Tenhagen will help us start 2012 with a program on Tucson’s great “Gem Show”. He will 

be telling us about the show as if we were going to it (e.g., hotels and etc). ������

DUES WERE DUE AT THE END OF DECEMBER!  
Please be sure to fill out a renewal form and give the form and your payment to Susan Cairl, 

Membership Secretary, or mail it to the address on the form. This will  insure a smooth renewal process. 
Membership cutoff date is February 29, 2012. 

 For members who get the newsletter via email, it is available on the website 
at the BOTTOM of the membership page.It can be downloaded, filled out and mailed in to the Society's PO Box. 
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TY Park—Sunday February 19, 2012 (See Page 3 for information) 

 
Steak Dinner and Crazy Quarter Auction 2012  (See Page 7 for more Information)       

 The Annual Steak Dinner will be April 22, 2012 so mark your calendars and start saving your quarters.     
Yes,   we’re having the Crazy Quarter Auction  again. We don’t want anyone to miss out. 
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 Happy New Year!! Debbie Anderson, who did such a great job on the refreshments in years past, 
gave me the idea to do something each month with Birthstones.  Each month, we’ll have our share contest 
with this theme.  Following is the list we will be using, but we won’t stand on ceremony! If you have some-
thing (preferably that you worked on, or that is that month’s birthstone color) that you’d like to share bring it 
in and enter it so everyone can enjoy it. 

Birthstones 
January :  Garnet (strength, perserverity, prosperity, health) , Rose Quartz  (emotional balance, forgiveness)                             
 
 February:  Amethyst, Onyx    March:   Aquamarine, Bloodstone 
 April:  Diamond, Quartz    May:   Emerald, Chrysoprase 
 June:  Alexandrite, moonstone, Pearl  July:   Ruby, Carnelian 
 August:  Peridot, Sardonyx    September:  Sapphire, Lapis 
 October:  Opal, Tourmaline    November:  Topaz, Citrine 
    December:  Tanzanite, Zircon, Turquoise                                                                                                            

Social  Events 
                         Debi Kachman  
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Door prizes: Peace design beads for stringing 

Raffle prizes: Eastwing pick hammer, slabs for 
cutting, silver and art glass inlay pendant, hematite 
stone with engraving and other surprises! 

 We are always looking for extra prizes to 
put out for the raffle. If you are thinning out your 
collection, doing some spring cleaning or just feel-
ing generous, bring whatever you would like to do-
nate to a meeting and give it to either of us. 

 
Harriet Flashenburg/Keith Kline 

Raffle Coordinators 

The Rockhound Copyright 2012 
by the Gem & Mineral Society of the Palm Beaches, Inc. 

 
Permission to reprint original material herein not otherwise 

copyrighted is granted provided credit is given to both author and 
publication. Articles not bylined are by the Editor. 

#�$�%�������&'("��")#��
Please have items for the next  ROCKHOUND  by 

February 8, 2012. Submissions can be emailed to 
BNMJEFF@AOL.COM or call Jeff Ursillo 561-706-9549 

*�	+��	������
To associate persons of the Palm Beach area of 

Florida who are interested in earth sciences, to work 
together as an organization in the gathering, cutting, 
displaying, and studying of rocks, shells, artifacts, 

and any kind of scientific objects of 
interest to the individual and the organization, to 

promote community interest in these objects. 
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 Ruth Chenoweth  Kathryne Clark-Tilson  Danny Cunniff  Norman Gitzen 
 Barbara Green  Michaelle Holder   Jennifer Isham  Kris Koontz 
 Samantha Lazzaro Brian McCosh   Terri Pilas  Charlotte Simo 
 Mary Ann Stamper Sarah Tidwell   Jeff Ursillo  Marian Wells 
 

“For all the advances in medicine, there is still no cure for the common birthday." 
~ John H. Glenn 

Just a reminder, if your birthday is not listed, that means it was not on your membership application. Call 
the Membership Secretary and let us know if we miss your birthday! 
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Happy 2012 everyone!   
 
 First of all, let me say that I am honored to be 
serving again as President!  Last year was amazing.  
I learned a lot and I'm ready to start the club out on 
what will surely be another great year!  To start the 
year out on a positive note, we have found a new 
location for the club's shop!  More details to come 
when it is operational again, but it's in Lake Worth.  
It's much larger, and has a "smooth" parking lot! 
What more could you want?  Watch the Rockhound 
and the website for more information and the status 
of the shop.  We can't wait to show it off! 
 
 We also just hosted nationally known 
silversmithing teacher Don Norris.  I was happy to 
see so many of our members take advantage of this 
wonderful opportunity.  Look for Debi Kachman's 
article about the class in this issue of the Rockhound. 
The class was amazing, and Don is a fantastic 
teacher.  We have permission to teach his style of 
silversmithing, so be on the lookout for classes com-
ing in the next months.   
 
 Thank you again, everyone, for a great year 
last year and we are well on our way to another one! 
 

Jen Ursillo 
 

"It's choice -- not chance -- 
that determines your destiny." 

-- Jean Nidetch 
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Contact Editor Jeff Ursillo 

at bnmjeff@aol.com or 561-706-9549 
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Do you know anyone who is 
not feeling up to par, has been 
sick or injured, lost a loved 
one? Or on the silver lining 
side of things, do you know 

anyone who has achieved a goal, won a personal 
victory, or just something that deserves recogni-
tion? The Gem & Mineral Society has a Sunshine 
Committee to send cards and words of comfort 
and support and congratulations to those members 
who are in need or are deserving of it. 
 Call Lo Rain at 561-827-5793 and let her 
know what needs to be done! 

 Beware the irrational, however seductive. 
Shun the 'transcendent' and all who invite you to 
subordinate or annihilate yourself. Distrust compas-
sion; prefer dignity for yourself and others. Don't be 
afraid to be thought arrogant or selfish. Picture all 
experts as if they were mammals. Never be a specta-
tor of unfairness or stupidity. Seek out argument and 
disputation for their own sake; the grave will supply 
plenty of time for silence.  

Christopher Hitchens, 
author and journalist (1949-2011)  

 
TY Park Outing 

Sunday, February 19, 2012 
NOTE: We will be in PAVILION 9 

When you enter the park and pay, go to the stop sign 
and make a left. 
 This is always a fun day to spend outside 
with members from the Miami, Ft. Lauderdale and 
our own club, and get to know others who share 
your hobbies. There is space available if you want 
to bring a table and sell your wares as well. Plenty 
of food and fun all day….Plan to get there around 
11AM or so. Lunch will be at Noon, with games 
and rock swapping lasting for the rest of the after-
noon. 
 There will be a raffle to help pay for the 
Pavilion rental, so if you have any items to donate, 
please bring them to the picnic... 
 To get to TY Park, take 95 South 
to Sheridan St. and go WEST. The park will be on 
the right hand side. There is a modest admission 
fee. We will be in Pavilion 9, so when you enter 
the park and pay, go to the stop sign and make a 
left. Please donate something for bingo and the raf-
fle. This is a medium size pavilion and will accom-
modate 50-60 people. If you are planning to sell, 
please bring your own table, as there are not that 
many picnic tables. 

$�%*)(��#�$�(�('���/�
Jeanne & Ed De La Vergne of Wellington 

 
Blue Evans from Loxahatchee  

 
Dianne Ferger and Ivor Jones from Boca Raton 

Dues are due! dues are due! 
 

There was a club member named Hughes 
Who waited too long to pay dues, 

She was struck off the roster, 
Did not realize it cost ‘er 

The workshop, club field trips and news. 

�����
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We didn’t get mush participation last time….let’s try another 
one see how we do with this question. 
 
Name four (4) US states that have 4 letters in their name. 

 
First person to email me at bnmjeff@aol.com with the correct  
answer gets a prize at the February meeting. ���0�*���������(����
��

The first meeting for the 2012 show will be on Janu-
ary 16, 2012, 7:30 PM at the new shop. 
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 The meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m. 
by President Jen Ursillo.  There were no guests in 
attendance.  One new member was in attendance.  
The November 2011 minutes were voted on and ap-
proved. 
 
Treasurer’s Report: Marv Berkowitz .  The De-
cember Treasurer's report had not yet been reviewed 
or approved by the Board and as such, there was no 
December Treasurer's report provided at the mem-
bership meeting. 
  
Membership Report: Susan Cairl reported a pre-
sent club membership of 195.  Renewals are well 
underway.  Five to six new members were reported 
for December. 
 
Classes:  There are still openings for Don Norris’ 
silversmithing class. Information and registration 
details about this class can be found in The Rock-
hound newsletter.  New classes:  Get in touch with 
Jen Ursillo if you're interested in teaching a class 
this coming year. 
 
Shop:  Jen reported the Society received a 30-day 
vacate letter from the building management, the rea-
son being the management needs the space.  The 
club has no legal recourse as it has no lease on the 
space.  The shop must move by Jan. 5, 2012.   New 
space is being researched and if necessary, shop 
equipment and supplies will be placed in a rented 
storage unit until a new space is found.  Ed Flashen-
berg reported the Health Department had been to the 
shop to investigate the rat problem.  Ed performed 
maintenance on a few of the machines and reports 
the shop to be in good working condition. 
 
Field Trips: Jen Ursillo.  There are no upcoming 
field trips planned.  New member, Blue Evans vol-
unteered to be the new field trip coordinator. 
 
Programs: Barb Ringhiser.  The December pro-
gram is the election of officers and socializing.  No 
programs were announced yet for 2012.  Watch your 
newsletter for an announcement about the January 
2012 program. 
 
Show: Barb Ringhiser reported the show to be a 
success, per comments from vendors and attendees.  

Attendance was up over 2009 and 2010; income from the 
show was up.  Barb thanks everyone on the show commit-
tee, Jeff Ursillo, show co-chair, and all volunteers for their 
dedicated work.  The Show/Holiday banquet and installa-
tion of officers will be Sat., Dec. 10 at Ellie’s 50’s Diner in 
Delray Beach.  The dinner is complimentary to show vol-
unteers.  Cost to other members and guests is $10/person.  
Hors d’oeuvres start at 6:00; buffet dinner at 6:30 p.m.  
Dress is casual or dressy.  There will be a gift exchange – 
bring a wrapped gift ($10 value) if you want to participate.  
The next show committee meeting is January 16, 7:30 
p.m., place to be announced. 
 
Social Events: Debi Kachman announced that 2012 will 
have an ongoing monthly social event entitled “Birthstone 
of the month” contest.  Watch The Rockhound for details! 
 
Sunshine: Lo Rain reported that Jim Toomath passed 
away on Thanksgiving.  She will send a condolence card to 
the family.  Contact Lo for information on where to send 
condolence donations, if interested.  Jane Darling is re-
covering from an eye operation. Sunshine cards will be 
sent to each of these members.   
 
Old Business:  Barb Ringhiser  announced that the IRS 
granted the club the 501(c)(3) not-for-profit status, appli-
cable to the club's incorporation in 1966.  Thank you's 
were extended to Barb and Michelle Renné for their work 
on the application process.   
 
New Business:  Janice Perryman suggested the club ar-
range for a round robin phone committee to alert members 
of upcoming meetings and events.  The suggestion will be 
taken under review at the January Board meeting.  Ron 
Ketaleer announced the nominations for the 2012 Board.  
The nominations are:  President, Jen Ursillo; 1st Vice 
President, Debi Kachman; 2nd Vice President, Karin 
Sexton; Secretary, Jennifer Isham; Treasurer, Marvin 
Berkowitz.  No nominations were received from the floor 
for any position.  The Secretary, Jennifer Isham, was in-
structed to cast one vote in favor of electing the nominated 
Board.  Jen Ursillo asked that Board members stay after 
the meeting to meet briefly to discuss the shop situation. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8 p.m. 

 
Respectfully Submitted: 

Jennifer Isham, Secretary 
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Board  Member JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC 

Jen Ursillo, Pres. Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 
 

Y Y Y Y Y 

Deb Kachman 1st VP    Y Y R N Y Y Y Y Y 

B. Ringhiser 2nd VP Y A R R Y Y Y Y Y R Y Y 

J. Isham, Sec.     Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 

M. Berkowitz, Treas. R Y Y Y Y R R R R R R Y 

S. Cairl Membership R Y Y Y Y Y N Y Y Y R Y 

J. Ursillo, Newsletter Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 
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Class to be held at the New Shop������

Instructor- Debi Kachman    561-568-8736 
$30.00 + $50.00 For Silver/$30 for copper 

 Or a supply list is available.  
Some wire work experience preferred. 
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The shop is still being worked on and might not be open 
for machine work by then but we will be able to have the 
wire fan class there. The class starts at 10:00, breaks 
12:30 to 1:30 for lunch and you should be finished by 
5:00. If you’re interested, the class fee is $30.00 + materi-
als. Call Debi Kachman 561-568-8736 
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 The Saturday/Sunday class was full and all the 
students were from our Society. We’d like to thank Beads 
on the Ave. for allowing us to have the class there.  
 Don tells some entertaining stories and each one 
had a point about silver or pertains to the steps he was 
showing, which will hopefully help us remember. Most 
everyone learned a lot and seemed to be very happy with 
the piece they finished. To anyone who took the class, 
please bring your finished piece in for the January meet-
ing. Don hinted if he doesn’t retire first he might do an 
advanced class. 

Debi Kachman, 1st Vice President 
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There is NO PARKING in the circular drive or on the grass bordering it in front of the Garden Club. 

We can park in the Parking lot that is across from the Museum, or in the grass field to the west of the Garden Club 
(left side of the building as you face the front door). 

 
The Board would like to remind everyone that there is NO selling at the regular membership meetings. The TY Park outings as well 
as the scheduled  Member’s sale are available for selling. Bringing items in for an informal “Show and Tell” is fine, but not for sale. 

����������	���	
 

LOOKING TO PURCHASE  
PETRIFIED WOOD AND 

LAPIDARY EQUIPTMENT. 
 

DON CHENOWETH, SR 
352-601-5119 

email: dhctraveling-
man@tampabay.rr.com 

 
Looking for an item? Want to sell 

something? 
Hobby-related ads are free for 

members of the Society. Send the 
information you want listed to 

Jeff Ursillo at bnmjeff@aol.com 

$��
�5�++����*������� by Jeff Ursillo… 

will be back next month. I ran out of unusual 
geological postcards, but there is a big card 

show on January 14th, so I will make sure I am 
armed with plenty of cards for the coming 
months. The show is at the Pompano Civic 

Center if anyone is interested! 
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��A Special Opportunity!  

by Steve Weinberger, 
Wildacres Committee Chair  

EFMLS Wildacres Scholarship  
Please share this important information with 

all of your club members:  
 In 2012 we will be celebrating the 40th 
Anniversary of EFMLS Workshops at Wildacres 
Retreat. In recognition of this special event we 
will be offering two scholarships to attend our 
sessions. One will be awarded for the spring and 
one for the fall session.  
 Criteria for consideration will include 
active membership in an EFMLS member club, 
completion of an application form, and never hav-
ing previously been to an EFMLS Wildacres 
Workshop. In addition to some basic information 
(name, address etc.), the application will ask all 
candidates to submit a brief essay telling why 
they would like to receive the scholarship.  
 Once all applications for the scholarship 
have been received and selection made, all candi-
dates will be notified as to whether they have or 
have not been selected.” 
 
 There is a link on the home page of the 
Society’s website where interested members 
can download a PDF of the application. Again, 
this is only open to members who have NOT 
been to Wildacres, and is different from the 
Society’s scholarship program. 
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 President:  Jen Ursillo   

1st Vice President: Debi Kachman 
 2nd Vice President: Karin Sexton   

Secretary:  Jennifer Isham 
 Treasurer:  Marv Berkowitz 

The Broward Shell Club proudly presents the 
47th Annual 

'��0
������������0�
Saturday, January 21, 2012 10am—6pm 
Sunday, January 22, 2012 10am—4pm 

Thousands of beautiful shells and shell-related items 
will be on display and for sale. 
Emma Lou Olson Civic Center, 

1801 NE 6th ST., Pompano Beach, FL 33061 
 

Shell ID Clinic • Hourly Door Prizes • Raffle Prizes 
FREE Admission • FREE Parking 
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All are welcome. If you would like to see a new 
world of beautiful, symmetrical, colorful, miner-
als, please join us. We have giveaways at every 
meeting, and, usually some yummy munchies.. 

feel free to bring munchies, drinks, microscope (if 
you have one), and an open mind…  

Directions? Questions? 
Call KC Foster at 561-968-5287 

�5)$�*)(("��������)���
 Thank you again to all the members who 
volunteered to work in the show.  We couldn't 
have done it without you!! The show was a tre-
mendous success.   
  
 Those who attended the banquet had a 
great time. Thanks to Michelle Renne' for plan-
ning the whole thing!!  If you couldn't attend this 
year, please come next year.  You'll really enjoy 
yourselves. 
  
 This month the whole cycle toward the 
November show starts anew.  The next show 
committee meeting  is Monday, January 16, 2012, 
at 7:30PM at the NEW shop.  
  

Barbara Ringhiser & Jeff Ursillo 
Show Committee Co-Chairmen.  

$���
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Included with this issue of the Rockhound is the 2012 William Holland/Wildacres scholarship form. We have 
had to make some changes to the way we handle the scholarship due to our new 501(c)(3) status. 
 

The Gem & Mineral Society will be filing 1099 forms with the IRS for all scholarships awarded. 
Recipients are responsible for declaring the scholarship as income and are responsible for all taxes. 

 
Also, recipients are REQUIRED to share skills learned at either school with the Society, either by 

teaching a class, presenting a program to the Society or demonstrating at a meeting. 
 

Deadline for applications is March 31, 2012. Email subscribers to the newsletter may get a copy of the form 
on the Society’s website. There is a link on the bottom of the membership page to open a PDF of the applica-
tion. 
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 The Annual Steak Din-
ner will be April 22, 2012. 
Mark your calendars and start 
saving your quarters because 
we’re having the Crazy Quar-
ter Auction again!! We don’t 
want anyone to miss out. 

 As usual the Society 
will supply the Steaks and you bring your own table 
service (plates and silverware), drinks, and a side dish 
to share (we suggest salads, vegetables, or dessert). 
We will be serving the steaks around noon, so get 
there early for a good seat. It’s free for paid–up mem-
bers (show your new card!) guest are welcome (along 
with a $10 bill!). 
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 Please collect stamps from your home or work mail, strip the paper off to about 1/2 inch from the stamp (care 
must be taken not to tear or damage the stamp!) and bring them to the monthly meetings. I will be collecting them at the 
meetings and forwarding them to the SFMS Stamp committee. The funds raised are for scholarships to William Holland 
or Wildacres.  Clubs get entries to an annual drawing based on the volume of stamps sent. Number of scholarships 
awarded is determined by the amount of money raised. Drawing is held at the Federation’s Annual meeting. 
 
 What stamps are best? Commemoratives, definitive, uncancelled or lightly cancelled are best...paper meter strips 
are not acceptable; the same for torn or heavily cancelled stamps. Think of it this way...the stamps are being sold to col-
lectors, so look at the condition of the stamps and go from there. Still not sure..check out this SFMS website page: 

http://www.amfed.org/sfms/stamp-program-gs.html 
This site shows stamps that are not acceptable. 

http://www.amfed.org/sfms/stamp-program-bs.html 
    Jeff Ursillo 
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January 13-15—LARGO, FLORIDA: 36th annual show; Pinellas Geological Society; Largo Cultural Center, Parkside 
Room; 105 Central Park Dr.; Sun. 11-2; free admission; contact Hugh Sheffield, (727) 894-2440 or (727) 707-3236 
 
January 28-29—PANAMA CITY, FLORIDA : 21st annual show; Panama City Gem & Mineral Society; Bay County 
Fairgrounds; 2230 E. 15th St.; Sat. 9-5, Sun. 9-4; free admission; exhibits, door prizes, gems, minerals, fossils, jewelry, 
beads, lapidary art, wire wrapping, silversmithing; contact Joseph Schings, 224 Collinfurst Square, Panama City, FL 
32404-8530, (850) 871-1846; e-mail: mojo3002@comcast.net 
 
February 11-12—MERRITT ISLAND, FLORIDA : Annual show; Central Brevard Rock & Gem Club; Kiwanis Is-
land Park; 950 Kiwanis Park Rd.; Sat. 10-5, Sun. 10-5; adults $3, children (12 and under) free with adult; rough and cut 
gems, minerals, fine jewelry, equipment, lapidary supplies, books, beads, exhibits, demonstrations; contact Erleen Estes, 
(321) 632-3201 
 
February 17-19—SARASOTA, FLORIDA: Show and sale; Frank Cox Productions; Sarasota Municipal Auditorium; 
801 N. Tamiami Trail; Fri. 10-5, Sat. 10-5, Sun. 10-5; adults $4 (mention listing for $1 off), children (under 16) free; 
gems, jewelry, crystals, minerals, beads; contact Frank Cox, 755 S. Palm Ave., Sarasota, FL 34236, (941) 954-0202; e-
mail: frankcox@comcast.net; Web site: frankcoxproductions.com 
 
February 24-26—MELBOURNE, FLORIDA:  Show and sale; Frank Cox Productions; Melbourne Auditorium; 625 E. 
Hibiscus Blvd.; Fri. 10-5, Sat. 10-5, Sun. 10-5; adults $4 (mention listing for $1 off), children (under 16) free; gems, 
jewelry, crystals, minerals, beads; contact Frank Cox, 755 S. Palm Ave., Sarasota, FL 34236, (941) 954-0202; e-mail: 
frankcox@comcast.net; Web site: frankcoxproductions.com 

February 25—LAKELAND, FLORIDA:  8th annual show and sale; Bone Valley Gem, Mineral & Fossil Society; 1st 
Presbyterian Church of Lakeland; 175 Lake Hollingsworth Dr.; Sat. 10-4; adults $2, students and children free; gem, 
minerals, fossils, children's sand pit and activities, raffles, silent auction; contact Jim Reed, 5740 Hebron Ln., Lakeland, 
FL 33812, (863) 644-6665; e-mail: rocks57@tampabay.rr.com; Web site: www.bonevalley.net 
 

For more show dates, check out http://www.rockngem.com/showdates/ 
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Did anyone notice Google's graphic (Google Doodle) on January 11 to honor Nicholas Steno's 374th birthday? 

 
 If one day in history had to be picked as the birth of paleontology, it might be the 
day in 1666 when two fishermen caught a giant shark off the coast of Livorno in Italy. The 
local duke ordered that this curiosity be sent to Niels Stensen (better known as Steno), a 
Danish anatomist working at the time in Florence. As Steno dissected the shark, he was 
struck by how much the shark teeth resembled “tongue stones,” triangular pieces of rock 
that had been known since ancient times. 
 
 Today, most people would instantly wonder whether the tongue stones were giant 
petrified shark teeth, but in 1666 such a presumption was a tremendous leap. Few could 
imagine how living matter could be turned to stone, and beyond that, encased in solid 
rock—especially if the rock were well above sea level and contained remnants of a marine 
organism. Fossils were instead thought to have fallen from the sky, or to be “sports of na-
ture”—peculiar geometrical shapes impressed on the rocks themselves. 
 

From living tissue to stone 
 Steno made the leap and declared that the tongue stones indeed came from the mouths of once-living sharks. He 
showed how precisely similar the stones and the teeth were. But he still had to account for how they could have turned 
to stone and become lodged in rock. Naturalists of Steno’s day were becoming convinced that matter was composed of 
different combinations of tiny “corpuscles”—what today we would call molecules. Steno argued that the corpuscles in 
the teeth were replaced bit by bit, by corpuscles of minerals. In this gradual process, the teeth didn’t lose their overall 
shape as they turned from tissue to stone. 
  

Steno’s Law of Superposition 
 But how could fossils end up deep inside rocks? Steno studied the cliffs and hills of Italy to find the answer. He 
proposed that all rocks and minerals were originally fluid. Floating on the surface of the planet long ago, they gradually set-
tled out of the ocean and created horizontal layers, with new layers forming on top of older ones. Molten rock sometimes in-
truded into the layers, reaching the top and spreading out into a new layer of its own. As the rocks formed, they could trap 
animal remains, converting them into fossils and preserving them deep within their layers. Those horizontal layers represent a 
time sequence with the oldest layers on the bottom and the youngest on top, unless later processes disturbed this arrangement. 
This ordering is now referred to as Steno’s Law of Superposition, his most famous contribution to geology. 
 Steno was not the only naturalist of his day to propose that fossils belonged to living creatures. Leonardo da Vinci 
and Robert Hooke, for example, also took up the same view. But Steno pushed the idea much further. He argued for the first 
time that fossils were snapshots of life at different moments in Earth’s history and that rock layers formed slowly over time. It 
was these two facts that served as the pillars of paleontology and geology in future centuries. And fossils ultimately became 
some of the key evidence for how life evolved on Earth over the past four billion years.  
 (Ed. Note: Steno's insights had great ramifications beyond geology.  He noted that the deepest rocks (which often are 
metamorphic or igneous, the very strong rocks that geologists call "competent") are at the lowest levels, and the softer 
(generally sedimentary, less competent) rocks are at the top.  Others soon noticed that the correlation of decreasing compe-
tence with higher position applied to other disciplines as well, the most notable of which is the Peter Principle.) 

The Rose Parade: Members of Pasadena's Valley Hunt Club first staged the parade in 1890. Since then the parade has been 
held in Pasadena every New Year's Day, except when January 1 falls on a Sunday. In that case, it is held on Monday, January 
2. This exception was instituted in 1893. Local tradition has it that "the Tournament has a deal with God; we'll never hold the 
parade on a Sunday, and He'll never let it rain on the Rose Parade." However, according to the Tournament of Roses Associa-
tion web site, this "Never on Sunday" policy was instituted in order "to avoid frightening horses tethered outside local 
churches and thus interfering with worship services." That is why, as it is this year, that the parade has never been held on a 
Sunday! 

From the Rockhound Ramblings, Pasadena CA. Jan 2012 
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Membership 
Meeting 

 
7:30 PM 

Fused Glass 
9-noon 

Ed Flashenburg   
561-733-1466 

Call 
For directions 

 

Fused Glass 
9-noon 

Ed Flashenburg   
561-733-1466 

Call 
For directions 

 

Fused Glass 
9-noon 

Ed Flashenburg   
561-733-1466 

Call 
For directions 

 

Fused Glass 
9-noon 

 
BOARD 

MEETING 
NO OPEN 

SHOP 

HAPPY 
NEW 

YEAR!!! 

Show 
Committee 

7:30 PM 
At the Shop 

*�
���� ��Members interested in classes should check the Class Board at the monthly meetings, or contact 
the teacher directly to schedule a class. The teachers will then be responsible for contacting the Head Shop 

Steward to make sure the shop is available. The class coordinator will be a central information point between 
teachers and the Society and will still report on classes at the meetings. 

#�0���
�����+��
���!!����   �
Wire Fan Bracelet and Intarsia….See page 11 for information 

February 5, 2012—Wire Fan Bracelet class 
See Page 5 for details 
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CLASS INSTRUCTOR COST DATE TIME 

Art Clay Silver Michelle Renné 
561-644-2323  

$50 + $85 materials (depending 
on cost of silver) 

Saturday, 
TBD 

10-4PM at the Shop 

Cabochon  
Six 3-hr sessions 

Ed Flashenburg 
561-733-1466 

$60 Wednesday 
 

6-9PM at the Shop 

Chain Making (Beg) – Box 
Chain 

Kelly Azor 
561-688-7903 

$30 + $25 materials Saturday,  
Date TBD 

1-4PM at the Shop 

Chain Making (Beg) – 
Byzantine Chain 

Kelly Azor 
561-688-7903 

$30 + $25 materials Saturday, 
date TBD 

1-4PM at the Shop 

Chain Making (Beg) – 
Japanese Exploration  

Jen Ursillo 
561-329-4343 

$30 + $25 materials Tuesday, 
date TBD 

7-9:30PM at the Shop 

Chain Making (Adv) – Snake 
Chain  

Jen Ursillo 
561-329-4343 

$30 + $25 materials Saturday, 
date TBD 

1-4PM at the Shop 

Chain Making (Adv) – 
Turkish Round 

Jen Ursillo 
561-329-4343 

$30 + $25 materials Saturday, 
date TBD 

1-4PM at the Shop 

Enameling on Copper  
Two 3-hr sessions  

Hazel Levin 
561-439-6915 

$40 + $15 materials 2 Tuesdays 
 

1-4PM at the Shop 

Enameling on Copper  
Two 3-hr sessions  

Hazel Levin 
561-439-6915 

$40 + $15 materials 2 Saturdays 1-4PM at the Shop 

Flat Lap Ed Flashenburg 
561-733-1466 

$40 + $10 Supplies Wednesday 9 AM—Noon at the shop 

Fused Glass 
(Beginner/Tuesday) 

Ed Flashenburg/John 
Holmstrom 
561-733-1466 

$40 + $15 materials 
Or $5.00 open shop fee 

Tuesday 
In season 

9:30—Noon at the Shop 

Fused Glass 
(Beginner/Saturday) 

Michelle Renné 
561-644-2323  

$40 + $15 materials  Saturday, 
date TBD 

 12-4 PM at the Shop 

Fused Glass (Advanced) Michelle Renné 
561-644-2323  

$40 + $15 materials  Saturday, 
date TBD 

 12-4 PM at the Shop 

Non-solder Wire Work Michelle Renné 
561-644-2323  

$40 + $15 materials  TBD  12-4PM at the Shop 

Kumihimo 
(Japanese Weaving) 

Kelly Azor 
561-688-7903 

$20 + $15 kit TBD 9-12 or 1-4PM at the shop 

Right Angle Weave Cubes Jen Ursillo 
561-329-4343 

$40 + $50 for optional kit OR 
supply list can be provided 

Saturday, 
date TBD 

1-4 PM at the Shop 

Silversmithing (Intro) & Jack Stamper 
276-782-0447 

$20.00 plus $55.00 materials TBD 1:30—5Pm at the Shop 

Torch Glass beads (Intro) Jack Stamper 
276-782-0447 

 $20.00 plus $45.00 materials TBD 1—4PM at the Shop 

Wire Fan Bracelet Class Debi Kachman 
561-568-8736 

$30 + $50 materials ($30 for 
copper) Supply list available 

February 5, 
2012 

At the Shop 

Intarsia 
(Cabochon exp. a must) 

Jeff Ursillo 
561-706-9549 

$40.00 + $10 materials Flexible time Evenings 6-9 at the Shop 
Weekends 9-12 at the Shop 

NOTE: Classes not requiring lapidary equipment can be held at the new shop. The lapidary section does not 
have a target date for use yet, but the classroom area is available. 
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President*       Jen Ursillo   329-4343 

1st Vice President*    Debi Kachman   793-6777 

2nd Vice President*    Karin Sexton   432-4238 

Secretary*  Jennifer Isham   201-245-4183 
Treasurer*  Marv Berkowitz  364-9696 

 

������"��*�)�� �
 

Past President*  Jeff Ursillo   706-9549 

Show Chairman* Barbara Ringhiser  588-5458 

Show Dealer Chairman Ellen Jean   931-372-8236 
 

*)(("�����*5-"���)�%��
 

Field Trips  OPEN 
Historian  OPEN 
Hostess   Coralie Norvell    965-4748 
Librarian  Susan Cairl (May—October) 628-1829 
Membership*  Susan Cairl   628-1829 
Newsletter Editor* Jeff Ursillo   706-9549 
Programs  Karin Sexton   432-4238 

Raffle Coordinators Harriet Flashenburg  733-1466 

   Keith Kline   541-0393 

Refreshments  OPEN 
Sunshine Committee Lo Rain    827-5793 
Social Events  Debi Kachman   793-6777  
Head Shop Steward Ed Flashenburg   733-1466 
Website Manager Jeff Ursillo   706-9549  

 
 * Denotes a Voting Board Member 

All phone numbers are 561 area code, unless noted otherwise. 
 

The Gem & Mineral Society of the Palm Beaches, Inc. is a member of the Eastern and 
Southeastern Federation of Mineral and Lapidary Societies, and is affiliated with the 
American Federation of Mineralogical Societies.  Monthly meetings are held on the 
third Thursday of the month except for December which is held on the second Thurs-
day.  Meetings start at 7:30 PM at the West Palm Beach Garden Club, 4800 Dreher 
Trail North, West Palm Beach, FL 33405-3018 (across from the South Florida Science 
Museum in Dreher Park, West Palm Beach) 
 

www.gemandmineral.cc  

(�('���5"���&���
 

Junior Membership - $10.00 
(Under Age 18) 

Single Membership - $15.00 
(Over Age 18) 

Family Membership - $25.00 
 (Includes 2 adults and Children Under 

Age 18 in a single household) 
 

Membership expires on December 31st 
each year. To renew your membership, 
make your check or money order out to: 
 
Gem & Mineral Society of the Palm 
Beaches, Inc. and mail to: 
 
Membership Secretary 
Gem & Mineral Society 
P.O. Box 18095 
West Palm Beach, FL  33416 
 

NAME TAGS 
Available from: 
Ace Marking Devices ($12.00) 
3308 S. Dixie Hwy. 
West Palm Beach, FL 33405 
561—833-4073 

 
Open Shop schedule is 

TENTATIVE due to changing 
class schedule. 

Contact the shop steward listed 
below before you go! 

Shop fee is $5 per visit, payable 
to the Shop Steward. 

 
SHOP STEWARDS: 

Head Steward 
& Wednesday PM Open Shop 
 Ed Flashenburg   561-733-1466 

 
Tuesday PM & Friday PM 

Open Shop 
Jeff Ursillo  561-706-9549 

 
SHOP PHONE 561-585-2080 


