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The next general membership meeting will be held 

Thursday June 19, 2008 
7:30 PM at the Palm Beach Garden Club, across from the Science Museum 
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Gem Society member Sandra Bolognia will be presenting the healing char-
acteristics based on scientific research of the amethyst biomat. The mat 
will be available for members to try out at the meeting. Some samples of 
the mine in Korea where the gems are mined will be shown. The technolo-
gies involved were awarded a noble prize in 1991. The amethyst crystals 
have a high conductivity of this energy which has been harnessed to help 
us while we lie down or sleep.  
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Thank you to all who were able to join us on May 25 for the case restora-
tion workshop! We were few in number but accomplished so much! 
Thanks to KC Foster, Ed & Harriet Flashenberg, John Holmstrom, Jeff Ur-
sillo, Mary Barrenechea, Barbara Ringhiser, Keith Allum, Carl, Deb & 
Charlie Bengtson. We have also found new lights for the cases.  
Our next Show Committee meeting will be Monday, June 16 at KC Fos-
ter's house if you would like to attend. Call KC at 968-5287 for directions 
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Part 1 is from Society Secretary Ruth Ekiert who went to the Peace River 
for the first time on this trip. See Page 9 for more information and pictures 
from  the trip. 
The river was beautiful and very peaceful. The water as very very low, I 
loved that it was comfortable, not to cold or hot. I was surprised that there 

were no bugs. It was just a 
beautiful day. We found 
manatee bones, shark teeth, 
turtle shells, a lot of teeth, 
some I have yet to identify, 
the upper mouth plate of a 
fish, a few Indian beads, a 
shark vertebrae, agatized 
coral, an ear drum bone, snake 
vertebrae, so many different 
things. It is so exciting when 

you find something, or even when someone else does. Then trying to iden-
tifying it and of course there is the showing all your stuff and seeing every-
one else's. It is like treasure hunting. It was a lot of fun, and I enjoyed 
hanging out, searching, talking, and laughing with all the club members. 
We have a lot of great people in our club. The drive up and back was very 
easy and seem to go by so fast, I had great company, going with Michelle 
and Paul. It was nice to talk and get to know them, stopping for breakfast 
and then dinner on the way home. I really had a great time and would rec-
ommend anyone to go, I cant wait until the next trip there and hope to 
make it to others, it is quite an experience. 
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Please remember, every person arriv-
ing before 7:30 will receive a FREE 
door prize ticket. Come early this 

month so you can get a ticket! The door prize this 
month is a fossil pendant. Raffle prizes will include a 
seed pearl necklace, hematite & quartz necklace and a 
labradorite and silver necklace 

 There will be one or two surprise items as well! 

Donations are always welcome at the meeting for raf-
fle items. If anyone has collected too much, any dona-
tions would be appreciated for our monthly raffles. 

Harriet Flashenburg, 
Raffle Coordinator  

The Rockhound 
Copyright 2008 

by the 
Gem & Mineral Society of the Palm Beaches, Inc. 

 
Permission to reprint original material herein not otherwise copyrighted is 

granted provided credit is given to both author and publication. 
Articles not bylined are by the Editor. 
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Please have items for the June ROCKHOUND  
by  July 10. Submissions can be emailed to 

BNMJEFF@AOL.COM 
Or you can call Jeff Ursillo 561-706-9549 

��� �����!
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To associate persons of the Palm Beach area of 
Florida who are interested in earth sciences, to work 
together as an organization in the gathering, cutting, 
displaying, and studying of rocks, shells, artifacts, 
and any kind of scientific objects of interest to the 
individual and the organization to promote commu-
nity interest in these objects. 

#�����
�������$$$$�
Celebrating this month are 

 
 

Birthstones for the month of June: 
Pearls, Moonstone, and Alexandrite 

 
Did we miss your birthday?  Please let either Ingrid Webster 

or Jeff Ursillo know and we will correct the omission. 

Deb Bengston 
Joyce Callahan 

Larry Castigione 
Don Chenoweth 
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Our “snowbird” residents are getting ready to 
head up north, if they have not already, and the 
summer slowdown has started. And of course the 
Florida summer heat has started, along with the 
thunderstorms. If you do go on any collecting 
trips during the summer, pay head to the weather. 
Be careful of the sun and lightning. These storms 
come up fast! 
This is the lightning strike capitol of the world af-
ter all! 
 
With the departure of Ed Flashenburg for his 
summer retreat, the Wednesday morning open 
shop will be put on hold. 
 
I would like to extend my personal thanks to Deb 
Slutzky for all of her hard work as class coordina-
tor this  year. She had to resign due to work re-
lated issues. Her shoes will be hard to fill.  
 
On that subject, there are several jobs on the Page 
10 list that are open. Please take a look and see if 
any of them are a job on which you would like to 
get more information.  The club needs more 
members to take an active role to be able to con-
tinue to offer all that we have in the past. 

Jeff Ursillo 

Robert Hearst 
Wes Olson 

Donna Sypniewski 
Cecile Williams 
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Mary Koplin is in Hamlin Place in Boynton Beach. 
She had an infection in her leg, but is up and moving 
about in a wheelchair. She would love visitors and 
company if anyone has a few moments to spare to chat 
with her. She is in Room #102.  

Karie Bliss 
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The meeting was called to order at 7:40 pm at the Palm Beach 
Garden Club by Pres. Jeff  Ursillo. After the Pledge of Alle-
giance visitors and guests were asked to stand and introduce 
themselves. 
 
PROGRAM – Joe Tenhagen did a wonderful presentation, 
Crystals and Crystallography. 
 
MINUTES – Motion was made and carried to accept the min-
utes for April meeting as printed in the Rockhound. 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT – Marv Berkowitz was absent. 
 
NEWSLETTER - The deadline for the newsletter is June 12th.  
 
WEBSITE - Jeff Ursillo reported we are back in the website.  
 
FIELD TRIPS - Michelle Renné reported that there would be a 
field trip to Peace River on Saturday.  The water is only one 
foot deep. Directions are in newsletter.  
 
SHOP: - John Holmstrom reported that the glass band saw is 
working. 
 
CLASSES - Debbie Slutzky was absent.  Michelle Renné re-
ported there are new classes coming up and all the sign up 
sheets are on the back table.   
 
MEMBERSHIP – Ingrid Webster reported that we had three 
new member applications tonight.  
 
SHOW - Carl Bengston reported they moved everything into 
the new storage.  Sunday May 25th they would be rebuilding the 
cases at the garden club.  Everyone was invited to help out.  
There would be chicken lunch, please bring a side dish and 
utensils.   
 
SOCIAL EVENTS – KC Foster reported the Micro mount 
meeting is on Monday June 2nd, they will be giving away 
DVD’s. 
 
RAFFLE COORDINATOR – Harriet Flashenburg reported 
that she will be gone until October.   Mary Barrenechea will 
be coordinator while Harriet is gone. 
 
Sy Schweitzer held a small demonstration on wire forming.    
 
Meeting adjourned at 9:20 pm 

 
Respectfully submitted 
Ruth Ekiert, Secretary 

Named after the Kona Hills south of Marquette 
County, Michigan, where it is found, Kona 
dolomite is an ancient rock in which forma-
tions of fossil stromatolites (blue-green algae) 
occur. The stone is between 2.1 to 2.2 billion 
years old. These stromatolite formations are 
from some of the first life on earth. These fos-
sil formations are found in the lower eras of 
the Middle Precambrian Period. 
Kona dolomite is not pure dolomite as silica is 
present. The strata has been subjected to many 
forces of nature including intense folding, 
faulting, and shattering which often results in a 
breccia cements with quartz and hematite. It is 
a dolomitic marble, a crystalline calcareous 
rock formed by metamorphism of the original 
dolomite. 
Because of the great age, and due to the many 
trace minerals present, Kona dolomite can be 
found in a wide variety of shades including 
pink, brown, yellow, cream, red, and orange, 
along with shades of brown, cream, gray, and 
black mottling and banding. It occurs as float 
over a large area. Michigan cutters use this 
material for fireplaces, doorways, counters, al-
tars, and jewelry. 

Reference; 
Zeitner, June C. 1996. Gem and Lapidary Ma-

terials for Cutters Collectors, and Jewelers. 
Tucson, AZ: Geoscience Press, Inc. 
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             On August 19, 2006, Scott McBride of San An-
dreas, California was out exploring with three colleagues 
from the Cave Research Foundation when he spotted a 
small hole, about the size of a softball. It looked interest-
ing to him, so he shone his flashlight into it and saw only 
darkness, a good sign. There were fissures around the 
small hole, which were an even better sign. Yes, it was 
definitely a cave! He and his friends broke out their shov-
els, and in a few hours, had a hole big enough for McBride 
to wiggle through. 
             He scooted about 25 feet down a small incline and 
ended up in a big room - at least 35 feet long, from what 
he could tell. 
             The ceiling of the cave sparkled like tiny stars, 
and floor was covered with stalagmites and flowstone for-
mations that looked like melted taffy. Hanging from over-
head were "soda straw'' features up to six feet in length! 
There were translucent ribbons of rock hanging from 
ledges, and "cave pearls'' as big as cherry tomatoes. This 
was definitely not a boring cave! In fact of the 50 caves 
McBride has discovered since 1994, this one turned out to 
be the find of a lifetime. 

             After lunch, the four men further enlarged the cave 
mouth and entered with climbing gear. In one spot they 
rappelled down 90 feet discovering four additional rooms 
all with beautiful features, and one filled with a lake. Addi-
tional passages branched into the darkness, suggesting 
more awaits discovery. After exploring for several hours, 
and going about 1,000 feet into the cave, the spelunkers 
returned to the surface and reported their find to the park 
rangers. The cave is believed to be one million years old. 
             Joe Despain cave manager for Sequoia National 
Parks said, "There are things in this cave that could really 
open windows into our knowledge of geologic history and 
the formation of caves throughout the west." The cave will 
not be open to the public, and only a few dozen experts 
will get to see the inside. McBride, as the discoverer of the 
cave, had the honor of naming it: Ursa Minor, because the 
cave shimmers like the stars of the Little Dipper, and for 
the bear skeleton that was found inside. How many people 
can say they have explored the Sierra Nevada from the in-
side? THE MOUNTAIN GEM FEB. 2007 via The Lithnics 
1/08 
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            Ancient Egyptian goldsmiths soldered their work 
by a most clever, but secret process that remained a great 
mystery until modern chemistry recently discovered the 
secret. Egyptians would solder dainty wire filigree and 
granular gold to a surface without flux or flooding the 
work with solder. The goldsmiths mixed found copper car-
bonate, or malachite with glue. The adhesive used to stick 
the grains of gold or wire into place or to coat and hold the 
adjacent edges of the parts to the joined. 
             The work was then heated on a charcoal brazier 
with the assistance of a blow pipe on those areas which 
had to be raised to the highest temperatures. At 200 C the 
copper carbonate changes into copper oxides. At 600 C the 
adhesive becomes completely carbonized. At 850 C a curi-

ous phenomenon occurs. The gold in contact with the cop-
per melts to form a solder joint, well below the melting 
point of gold. 
             The process had great advantages for the ancient 
goldsmiths. There is no precipitation of flux to throw 
small pieces of solder off the piece being worked and the 
dried adhesive already stuck the various parts together be-
fore heat was applied. All that was required to be done, 
once the mixture was correctly prepared and applied, was 
to carefully heat the piece over a bed of glowing charcoal. 
The beauty of this process is that the work can be subse-
quently reheated without the risk of unfastening joints that 
had previously been made.         Chips n' Splinters 8/96 
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From Associated Press June 09, 2008  

DETROIT - A meteorite resembling Michigan's Lower Peninsula has been sold at auction, but bidders weren't 
quite as smitten with the mitten as the seller expected. The 75-pound nickel-and-iron meteorite sold for 
$20,000 Sunday at Heritage Auction Galleries in Dallas. It had been expected to sell for $32,500 to $40,000. 
Michigan native Darryl Pitt, the meteorite's owner, says he is disappointed by the low price. He says he thinks 
the space rock is worth $50,000. There was more interest in a three-quarter-ton nickel-iron meteorite that re-
sembles the Indian subcontinent. It sold for $90,000. 
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            The mineral Cordierite is thought to be the 
source of the famous sunstone of the Vikings, who, 
in the ninth century, were expert navigators. With-
out benefit of compass, Viking sailors managed to 
ply their watery routes of conquest and commerce, 
navigating by the stars at night and the sun during 
the day. No matter what the weather, according to 
ancient Scandinavian sagas, the sun could be lo-
cated with the aid of the magical “Sun Stone.” 
            Summarizing sun stone lore in a recent arti-
cle in the archaeology magazine “Skalk”, Danish 
Archaeologist Thorkild Ramskau, lamented that 
none of the sagas clearly describe the sunstone. 
“But there seems to be a possibility,” he wrote, 
“that it was an Instrument which, in cloudy 
weather, would show where the sun was.” Now, 
with a clue supplied by a young archaeology enthu-
siast, Ramskau has discovered the secret of the sun 
seeking stone of the ancients. 
            To the ten-year old son of Jorgen Jensen, 
chief navigator of the Scandinavian Airline 
System, the instrument described in “Skalk” 
sounded like the twilight compass used by his fa-
ther at higher altitudes, where the magnetic com-
pass is unreliable. The twilight compass is 

equipped with a Polaroid filter that enables a naviga-
tor to locate the sun, even when it is behind the 
clouds or below the horizon, by the light polarized by 
the atmosphere. Intrigued by his son’ s observation, 
Jensen passed it on to Ramskau, who immediately 
recognized its scientific implication. Enlisting the aid 
of Denmark’s Royal Court Jeweler, the archaeologist 
collected minerals found in Scandinavia whose mole-
cules are aligned parallel to each other just as the 
crystals are in a Polaroid filter. Ramskau found one 
of these minerals, a transparent crystal called cordier-
ite, turned from gray to violet-blue whenever its natu-
ral molecular alignment was held at right angles to 
the plane of polarized light from the sun. Thus, he 
reasoned, a Viking could have located the sun by ro-
tating a chunk of cordierite until it turned blue. Put-
ting cordierite to the test, Ramskau accompanied 
navigator Jensen to a S.A.S flight to Greenland keep-
ing track of the sun with his stone while Jensen used 
the twilight compass. His observations were accurate 
within 2 1/2 degrees of the sun’s true position, and he 
was able to track the sun until it dipped 7 degrees be-
low the horizon. “1 now feel convinced,” Ramskau 
concludes, “that the old Vikings, with the aid of their 
sunstones, could navigate with enormous accuracy.”  
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author and source unknown 

The words “hot springs” often conjure up images of volcanoes, geysers, and underground chambers of mol-
ten rock or magma, usually these features are found associated with other springs. But in Hot Springs, Arkan-
sas, known for its hot springs, the earth is relatively quite. There is no evidence of magma lying close below 
the earth’s surface to heat underground water. Instead, geologist believe that just the right combination of 
rock types and old faults exists here to permit water to percolate deep enough where it 
can be heated by rock. Carbon-14 dating methods and the measurement of tritium (an isotope of hydrogen) 
show that the hot springs water began as rainwater which fell over 4,000 years ago. Two rock types in the 
area, Bigfork chert and Arkansas Novaculite, act like giant sponges - they are porous or highly fractured. Ly-
ing in tilted layers, these rocks absorb the rain and conduct it slowly downward to a great depth. The water 
travels downward for nearly 4,00 years to depths between 2,000 and 8,000 feet. A natural thermal gradient 
heats the water: the deeper into the earth the water travels, the hotter it gets. Heat is supplied from the radio-
active breakdown of particles found throughout earth’s crust. At great depth, the heated water comes into 
contact with cracks bring the water quickly - in about a year - back up to the surface to emerge as hot springs 
on the slope of Hot Springs Mountain. The water retains most of its heat during this relatively upward jour-
ney and arrives at the surface at an average temperature of 143 degrees Fahrenheit.  

via: The Pegmatite 11/07 Chats and Chips, November 2007 
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Harner, Bruce             Coral Springs 
 
Hawkins, Jim              Lake Worth 
 
Siegl, Aurora               Boca Raton 
 
Yates, Jennifer            Boca Raton 
 
Yovin, Marjory           Boca Raton 

Location 
Of the GMSPB 

Shop and 
classroom 

            Rainbow hematite is found in an iron 
mine near the city of Belo Horizonte in the Bra-
zilian state of Minas Gerais. Scientifically it 
could be described as iridescent specular hema-
tite. "Specular" simply means mirror-like and de-
scribes the sparkle that the mineral gives off as 
the light reflects from the myriad microscopic 
crystal faces of the hematite as the specimen is 
turned in the sun. 
 
            The material is completely natural, has 
not been altered in any way, and is believed to be 
color stable. It was found in a vertical five-foot 
wide vein running about thirty feet up a face in 
the iron mine. 
            The exact cause of the iridescence is not 
know, but it is known that it is selectively ori-
ented on hematite. Scanning electron microscope 
photos show that some faces of the microscopic 
hematite crystals that comprise the specimens 
contain a small but significant concentration of 
phosphorus and aluminum. Other faces of the 
hematite crystals are apparently unaltered, still 
highly reflective but without the rainbow colors.     
Cobb-L-Stones (Apr., 1995) via the Prospector 
newsletter 10/07 
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Membership Secretary Ingrid Webster has started a new online network for beaders 

“Pearls of Wisdom—Beads of Knowledge” on ryze.com (it’s FREE!) 
Log on at : http://powbok-network.ryze.com 
This is a place to share ideas, ask/answer questions. 

Learn about the tricks of the trade, make friends and more. 
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15 
 

16 
Open Shop 

7-9PM 
Show 

Committee 
See Page 1 

17 
Fused Glass 
Open Shop  
9AM - Noon 

18 
 
 

19 
Membership 

Meeting 
 
 

20 
Open Shop 

6-9PM 
General Work 

21 
 

22 
 

23 
Open Shop 

7-9PM 
 
 

24 
Fused Glass 
Open Shop  
9AM - Noon 

25 
 

26 
 

27 
Open Shop 

6-9PM 
General Work 

28 
Chain making 

(adv) 
Snake Chain 

1-4 Pm 
At the Shop 

29 30      

  1 
Fused Glass 
Open Shop  
9AM - Noon 

 
Board Meeting 

2 
 

����

3 
 

4    5 
 

6 7 
Open Shop 

7-9PM 

8 
Fused Glass 
Open Shop  
9AM - Noon 

 
 

9   
  

10 
 

11 
Open Shop 

6-9PM 
General Work 

12 
Chain Making 

(adv) 
Turkish Round 

1-4 PM 
At the Shop 

13 
 

14 
Open Shop 

7-9PM 
 
 

15 
Fused Glass 
Open Shop  
9AM - Noon 

16 
 

17 
Membership 

Meeting  

28 
Open Shop 

6-9PM 
General Work 

19 
Fused Glass 

(beginner/
Saturday) 
12-4 PM 

At the Shop 

/(���,--.�

New shop rules are in effect . Copies are available at the shop.  Please note on your shop waiver form 
that you have received and read the new rules. New liability forms need to be signed for 2008 for 
anyone using the shop. 
Classes will be scheduled when teachers have enough students signed up. Class fee is pre-paid and non-
refundable unless the class is cancelled. The Club receives 50% of the class fee only, not materials fee. $5 
shop use fee is NOT charged when attending a class. Whether attending a class or using the shop, you must 
sign a Liability Waiver (New waiver must be signed after the first of every year)  and sign the Shop’s Log 
book on each visit.  

����������	
���
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If you are interested in taking a class that is listed above, but cannot make it to the Membership meeting to sign up, there is hope!!!! 
Call Deb Slutzky at 561-753-9937, or the teacher of the class. Occasionally, there are seats available and every effort will be made to 

fit you in to the class. 

CLASS INSTRUCTOR PHONE COST DATE TIME 

Art Clay Silver Michelle Renné 561-969-3291 $50 + $85 materials 
(depending on cost of 
silver) 

Saturday, 
August 2 

10-4PM at the Shop 

Cabochon  
Six 3-hr sessions 

Ed Flashenburg 561-733-1466 $60 Ongoing Wednesdays, 
6-9PM at the Shop 

Chain Making (Beg) – 
Box Chain 

Kelly Azor 561-635-7619 $40 + $20 materials Saturday,  
Date TBD 

1-4PM at the Shop 

Chain Making (Beg) – 
Byzantine Chain 

Kelly Azor 561-635-7619 $40 + $30 materials Saturday, 
date TBD 

1-4PM at the Shop 

Chain Making (Beg) – 
Japanese Exploration  

Jen Ursillo 561-329-4343 /
morocket@aol.com 

$30 + $25 materials Tuesday, 
date TBD 

7-9:30PM at the Shop 

Chain Making (Adv) – 
Snake Chain  

Jen Ursillo 561-329-4343 /
morocket@aol.com 

$30 + $25 materials Saturday, 
June 28 

1-4PM at the Shop 

Chain Making (Adv) – 
Turkish Round 

Jen Ursillo 561-329-4343 /
morocket@aol.com 

$30 + $25 materials Saturday, 
July 12 

1-4PM at the Shop 

Enameling on Copper  
Two 3-hr sessions  

Hazel Levin 561-439-6915 $40 + $15 materials Two 
Tuesday 
afternoons 
TBD in June 

1-4PM at the Shop 

Enameling on Copper  
Two 3-hr sessions  

Hazel Levin 561-439-6915 $40 + $15 materials Two 
Saturday 
sessions  
TBD 

1-4PM at the Shop 

Fused Glass (Beginner/
Tuesday AM) 

Frank Hecker 561-742-4337 $40 + $15 materials Ongoing - 
Tuesdays – 
call Frank 
prior to 
confirm 

9:30 -12Pm at the Shop 

Fused Glass (Beginner/
Saturday) 

Michelle Renné 561-969-3291 $40 + $15 materials  Saturday, 
July 19 

 12-4PM at the Shop 

Fused Glass 
(Advanced) 

Michelle Renné 561-969-3291 $40 + $15 materials  Saturday, 
July 26 

 12-4PM at the Shop 

Non-solder Wire Work Michelle Renné 561-969-3291 $40 + $15 materials  Saturday, 
date TBD 

 12-4PM at the Shop 

Right Angle Weave 
Cubes 

Jen Ursillo 561-329-4343 /
morocket@aol.com 

$40 + $50 for optional 
kit OR supply list can be 
provided 

Saturday, 
TBD 

1-4PM at the Shop 

Wire Wrapping 
(Beginner) 

Cynthia Lariviere 772-285-3987 $40 + bring your own 
supplies (list provided) 

Tuesday,  
TBD 

7-9PM at the Shop 

/(������'�����������������
Members can be certified on the Society’s Jump Ringer at either the Monday or Friday night Open Shop sessions, 
Members will be certified after instruction by the Shop steward, or by demonstrating their knowledge of the equipment. 
$5.00 shop fee applies. As always, call ahead to be sure Shop will be open. 
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A little after 9 AM, a group of 14 of our club’s old and new members 
and 3 members of the Ft. Lauderdale club (including their President, 
Les De Garmo!) met at the Brownville State Park (campsites, bath-
room with showers, picnic tables) north of Arcadia, Florida for a day 
of………. The river was the lowest I’ve ever seen it ! The weather 
couldn’t have been better – warm, sunny, refreshingly cool river water, 
shady areas and NO alligators, snakes or dinosaurs! We started down 
river from the boat/canoe ramp where the findings were OK but good 
for the novices to “get their feet wet” and try out a new SPORT. They 

did very well ! 
Around noon we 
broke for lunch 
then checked out 
the river above the 
ramp for a couple 
of hours where the 
findings were bet-
ter. A few mem-
bers brought kay-
aks and canoes. 
Others “roughed” 

it having to carry equipment around. Then some of us went down to the 
Arcadia Campground area where more treasures were found. Besides 

the usual assortment of various sizes of shark teeth, bone and turtle shell, a camel tooth, a dolphin ear bone 
and a perfect Mako shark tooth were found! We finally had to call it a day, packed up around 6 PM and 
dragged our exhilarated but tired bodies home to dream of our adventure. Next trip – Saturday, June 21. 
 
My sister, Janine, and I took a “scouting” trip to Gainesville  June 7th and 8th . We checked out the creeks 

that were suggested by a contact found online but most run 
through private property with “No Trespassing” signs. We 
spent 2+ hours at one location and found a few small memen-
tos. I don’t think I’ll go back unless I know where some 
GREAT locations are ! Gas, tolls and travel time were at a 
premium ! Next location ? 
 

Michelle Renné 
P.S. – the river is STILL low !!!!! 
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CLASSIFIEDS are FREE to mem-
bers. Please limit ads to 35 words. 
Deadline for submission is the first 
day of each month. If possible, for-

ward your ads via email to Jeff Ursillo 
at BNMJEFF@AOL.COM 

FOR SALE—Raytech 8” Gem Maker 
and Pump. Many extras included. 
$700. Call Paul or Janis after 5:00 PM 
at 561-733-5038 
FOR SALE - Lampwork Beads in all 
shapes and sizes including flowers and 
leaves. Special orders upon re-
quest. Handmade by Melodie Janis of 
Magnolia Street Glassworks. Please 
call 561/832-1275 or email at melo-
diebeads@aol.com. If you would like 
to see my work we can arrange to 
meet or I will send you pictures. 

My name is Bill Rogers. I am looking 
for partners who would like to drive 
over to the Peace River , rent a canoe 
and spend a half day on the river look-
ing for sharks teeth and fossils. Phone 
561-965-2552, email pote89@att.net.   
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OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS FOR 2008 
 

OFFICERS 
 

President*                          Jeff Ursillo                                        706-9549 

1st Vice President*            Michelle Renné                                 969-3291 

2nd Vice President*           Deb Bengston                                   641-4493 

Secretary*                          Ruth Ekiert                                        514-1448 

Treasurer*                          Marv Berkowitz                                364-9696 

 
DIRECTORS 

 
Past President*                   Barbara Ringhiser                            588-5458 

Past President*                   Michelle Renné                                 969-3291 

Past President*                   Jeff Ursillo                                        706-9549 

Show Chairman*               Carl Bengtson                                   641-4493 

 
COMMITTEE CHAIRPEOPLE  

 
Class Coordinator              OPEN 
Field Trips                         Michelle Renné                                 969-3291 
Historian                            Mary Koplin                                     844-0410 
Hostess                               Coralie Norvell                                 965-4748 
Junior Program                  OPEN      
Librarian                            OPEN 
Media (video & photos)     OPEN 
Membership*                     Ingrid Webster                                  793-8646 
Newsletter Editor*             Jeff Ursillo                                        706-9549 
Programs                            OPEN 
Raffle Coordinator             Harriet Flashenburg                         733-1466 
Refreshments                     Debbie Anderson                              965-9279 
Sunshine Committee          Karie Bliss                                        772-631-3576 
Social Events                     KC Foster                                          968-5287               
Head Shop Steward           John Holmstrom                                585-7094 
Website Manager               Jen Ursillo                                         329-4343               
 

* Denotes a Voting Board Member 

The Gem & Mineral Society of the Palm Beaches, Inc. is a member of the 
Eastern and Southeastern Federation of Mineral and Lapidary Societies, and is 
affiliated with the American Federation of Mineralogical and Lapidary 
Societies.  Monthly meetings are held on the third Thursday of the month 
except for December which is held on the second Thursday.  Meetings start at 
7:30 PM at the West Palm Beach Garden Club across from the South Florida 
Science Museum in Dreher Park, West Palm Beach. 
 

Gem & Mineral Society of the Palm Beaches Website 

www.gemandmineral.cc 

MEMBERSHIP DUES  
 

Junior Membership - $10.00 
(Under Age 18) 

Single Membership - $15.00 
(Over Age 18) 

Family Membership - $25.00 
 (Includes Children Under Age 18) 

 
Membership expires on December 31st 
each year and is due by the end of Febru-
ary of the new year. To renew your 
membership, make your check or money 
order out to: 
 
Gem & Mineral Society of the Palm 
Beaches, Inc. and mail to: 
 
Membership Secretary 
Gem & Mineral Society 
P.O. Box 18095 
West Palm Beach, FL  33416 
 

NAME TAGS  
Available from: 
Ace Marking Devices ($12.00) 
3308 S. Dixie Hwy. 
West Palm Beach, FL 33405 
561—833-4073 
 

Open Shop schedule is TENTA-
TIVE due to changing class 

schedule. Call the shop steward 
listed below before you go! 

Shop fee is $5 per visit, payable 
to the Shop Steward. 
SHOP STEWARDS: 

Head Steward 
 John Holmstrom 561/585-7094   

Monday PM 
Michelle Renné  561/969-3291     

Wednesday AM 
Ed Flashenburg 561-733-1466 

Friday PM   
Jeff Ursillo  561/706-9549 

Saturday PM 
Keith Allum 561/689-2565 

On call KC Foster  561/968-5287 
SHOP PHONE 561/585-2080 


