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The next general membership meeting will be held 

Thursday November 19, 2009 
7:30 PM at the West Palm Beach Garden Club, West Palm Beach, Fl. 

I t’s November, the show is r ight around the corner….time for a visit from Eddie Rucks!! 
 

Eddie, owner of Fort Drum Crystal Mine (Rucks’  Pit), is a staple at the November meetings. His presentations 
are always fun, entertaining and informative. This month, Eddie will be talking about Graves Mountain, Geor-
gia. Graves Mountain is a very rich collecting site, famous for pyrite, kyanite, lazulite, iridescent hematite and 
pyrophyllite. Join us for a great program this month! 

SHOW...SHOW….SHOW….SHOW….SHOW 
 

There is still time to volunteer for the show. Slots are still open. Take a look at what is 
needed on the back page of the newsletter, fill in the form and give Jim Wood a call…. 

 
A Member IS a Volunteer ! 

� � � � � � �� � �� 	 � �
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The following slate was submitted to the Board at it’s November 3, 2009 meeting: 
 
    President: Michelle Renné 
    1st VP: Jen Ursillo 
    2nd VP: Samantha Lazzaro 
    Secretary: Open 
    Treasurer: Marv Berkowitz 
 
The committee will make a final report at the December Board meeting, and we will hold elections at the De-
cember membership meeting. At both the November and December meetings, nominations will be accepted 
from the floor. There CAN be more than one candidate for any office, so give it some thought. If you are inter-
ested in running for office, please contact anyone on the Nominating Committee for information about the of-
fice. You can contact Ron Ketelaar (561-252-8674), Lo Rain (561-827-5793) or KC Foster (561-968-5287). 
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 The door prize for November is a beaded 
bracelet. Raffle prizes will include silver bracelet, 
silver necklace with a turquoise drop, and a pair of 
dark amber earrings. As always, there will be some 
surprises from the goodie box! 
Thanks again to Ron Ketelaar and Andrea Petretti 
for again handling the raffle last month. We made 
close to $100!!  Well done and much appreciated… 

The Rockhound 
Copyright 2009 

by the 
Gem & Mineral Society of the Palm Beaches, Inc. 

 
Permission to reprint original material herein not otherwise 

copyrighted is granted provided credit is given 
to both author and publication. 

Ar ticles not bylined are by the Editor . 


 � � � � � � � � � �� � �  � � � � ! 
 � �
Please have items for the December ROCKHOUND  by 

December 2. Submissions can be emailed to 
BNMJEFF@AOL.COM 

Or you can call Jeff Ursillo 561-706-9549 

� � " #�� " � � � � � �
To associate persons of the Palm Beach area of Florida 
who are interested in earth sciences, to work together as an 
organization in the gathering, cutting, displaying, and 
studying of rocks, shells, artifacts, and any kind of scien-
tific objects of interest to the individual and the organiza-
tion to promote community interest in these objects. 


 � $� � #� � � � � � 	 %� &� ' ' ' �
�

 MARIA BACINICH  MARILYN GEWIRTZ  JAMES GILLIECE 
 AYDAN HAY   BARBARA LACKEY  PHYLLIS LEFF 
 MARY MARZANO  NINA MURRAY   TRACEY NORRIS 
 ANDY PILAS   BARBRO E. ROSENBERG WILLIAM ROZINSKI 
 SY SCHWEITZER  JEFF SLUTZKY 

( %$� � � � � � 
 � �� � � ) � �( $� � � � #� � � �
 The Board has decided to offer advertising space 
in the Rockhound. Ads will be business card sized (2 x 3 
1/2 inches). The ad can advertise your business, or hobby 
related business, but do NOT have to be hobby related. 
Ads are available to members or companies that members 
own only. Advertising rates are $55 per year for 12 inser-
tions. If response is strong enough, the ads will be put into 
a special advertising page. Till then, they will be randomly 
inserted throughout the newsletter. 

* * * * * * * * � �  � 
 � � � * * * * * * * *  
The Board would like to remind everyone that there 
is NO selling at the regular membership meetings. 

The TY Park outings as well as the December 
member’s sale are available for selling. Bringing 
items in for an informal “Show and Tell”  is fine, 

but not for sale. 
There is NO PARKING in the circular drive or on 
the grass bordering it in front of the Garden Club. 
We can park in the Parking lot that is across from 
the Museum, or in the grass field to the west of the 
Garden Club (left side of the building as you face 

the front door). 

� " 
 � 	 � 
 � �� � � � � � � � � �
�

If you know of any Society members who are under the 
weather, injured or just not at 100%, please let Sunshine 
Lady Lo Rain know, and she will send a card on behalf 
of the Society. Lo can be reached at 561-827-5793 

+ ! � � � ( , �� ( � � , �
Just a reminder to keep Saturday, December 12, 2009 
open. More details will be in the December Rock-
hound. There will be food, fun, and gifts!! 
If you work at the Show this year, you can get a free 
ticket to the Party!!!!! 
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 The meeting was called to order by President Jeff 
Ursillo. There were six guests. The minutes from the previ-
ous meeting were accepted as read. 
  
  Treasurer: The treasurer’s report was posted for 
information purposes. 
 
  Newsletter : Contact Jeff Ursillo if you would like 
to receive the newsletter via e-mail see the ad on page 2 of 
the Rockhound.  By using e-mail you will be able to see all 
the pictures in color. The deadline for the November news-
letter is November 11, 2009. 
 
  L ibrary: Nina Mur ray reported that there is a list 
of new books in the newsletter. She asked for book reports / 
reviews from any member to publish in the newsletter. 
 
  Membership: Aurora Siegl reported that there 
were seven new members, making the total membership 
165. 
 
  Shop: Jeff Ursillo  reported that the club has a full 
lapidary shop and classis are offered there. There is a map in 
the newsletter. There is open shop every Friday night and 
some Saturdays. Check the calendar for a complete sched-
ule. 
 
 Classes: Jennifer  Ursillo reported that Michelle 
Rene will be teaching a copper smithing class. A French 
beaded flowers class will soon be added. Anyone interested 
in taking a class should contact Jen Ursillo or the teacher. 
 
  Website: Jennifer  Ursillo stated  that there was 
nothing new report. 
 
  Field Tr ips: M ichelle Renne reported that the. trip 
to Bob Friedman’s in Titusville will be October 15th. Any-
one interested in going should contact Michelle Rene, see 
the article on page 5 of the Rockhound. 
 
  Show: Jeff Ursillo reported that  preparations for 
the show are running smoothly. Jeff Ursillo had set up a dis-
play case complete with lights for members to view. Any-
one interested in setting up a display case should contact 
KC Foster. Volunteers have started to sign up. Jim Woods 
will be in charge of the volunteers.  The volunteer sign up 
sheet, complete with discription of each possible duty, is on 
page 14 of the newsletter. Kelly Azor asked anyone that is 
interested in demonstrating or teaching a class to contact 

 � � � !  ! � 
 � � � � �
� � $� �� 	 � �� � � � � �� 	 " � � %� &�� � �� 	 � �

� � 
 � 	 � �� 
All are welcome..if you would like to see a new world 

of beautiful, symmetrical, colorful, minerals, please join 
us. We 

have giveaways at every meeting..and, usually some 
yummy munchies.. feel free to bring munchies, drinks, 

microscope (if you have one), and an open mind…
Directions? Questions? Call KC at 561-968-5287 

her. Tonight’s program will be about the show. Bob 
Hundley cuts stones. 
 
  Social Events: Jeff Ursillo reported that the 
October 4th TY Park tri-club picnic was great. There 
will possible be another one in January. 
 
  New Business: Jeff Ursillo presented a cer-
tificate form the SE Federation to Jen Ursillo for win-
ning the fifth place for the club website. Congratula-
tions Jen! Jeff Ursillo was also recognized for the club 
newsletter. Jeff also announced that there will be two 
show and sell programs every year. One will be in De-
cember and another will be in March. The November 
program will be Eddie Ruck from Ruck’s Pit. 
 
 Old Business: KC Foster announced that the annual 
Miami Club show will be Sunday, October 25 at the 
Miami Science Museum. Ruck’s Pit festival will be 
October 15 to 18. 
  
 Respectfully Submitted: 

Mary Barrenechea �
Secretary 

A chunk of Halite walks into a Police Station , and reported 
that he was assaulted. 
 
What do you call a fish fossil with no eyes?      A fsh fossl. 
 
   A Chlorine ion bumps into an Iron ion on the street and the 
Chlorine says, “Are you all Right?” “  No, I lost an electron.”. 
“Are you sure?”  “Yes,”  said the Iron Ion, “ I©m positive!”  
 
In a recession, the mineral collecting business is always pick-
ing up. 
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 Halloween is gone...Veteran©s day passed (did you fly your flag?)..our Show is coming down the tracks at full throttle and 
will be here before we know it. After that we have Thanksgiving, the December Board meeting, the December membership meeting 
with it©s Show & Sell and of course elections....and then the annual Holiday Party with the installation of officers for 2010..Christmas, 
Chanukah, New Years.....It can get overwhelming sometimes, especially when you sit down and look at all that is coming up. And not 
just in the Society. But I would like you to think of the Society right now. 
 
 In the midst of all the upcoming events, I would like each of our members to take a look at your relationship with the Society. 
What does it mean to you? What does it provide for you? What do you give back? Is it more than a newsletter and meeting once a 
month? Do you take classes? Use the shop? Use the library? The past year has seen the Society grow quite a bit, getting close to the 
200+ membership mark we crested at about 5 years ago. It is good to see new faces at the monthly meetings, and to see people coming 
into our hobby. The one place we need to see new faces is at the monthly Board meetings. 
 
 The Nominating Committee this year is our first under the new Bylaws, the first not made up of Past Presidents, and they are 
doing a great job this year getting members to run for office. When they were getting started, I gave Ron job descriptions for each 
office and told him not to be afraid to get more than one person to run for each office. Please take the time to consider running for 
office. The committee©s phone numbers are on page 1 of this newsletter. The investment of time is more than paid back in the feeling 
of fulfillment at helping the Society stay active and alive. 

� � � � �

� 	 &�� � �! 
 �&�� � � �! 
 � �� �%� �� � �� 	 � � � � 
 ��
 

Tidal Locking 
Tidal locking occurs when the gravitational gradient makes one side of an astronomical 
body always face another; for example, one side of the Earth©s Moon always faces the 
Earth. The Moon©s gravity produces a tidal force on the Earth which distorts its  shape 
slightly. These distortions are known as tidal bulges. When the Moon is not yet tidally 
locked, the two bulges travel over its surface, one of which is directly beneath the 
Moon. 
 
The bulge increases gravity directly under the moon, slowing the moon down until it 
stops turning completely. If the Moon tries to rotate in any direction, the tidal pull the 
Moon exerts on Earth creates an opposite gravitational force that returns the Moon to its 
original position. 
 

Orbital Change 
The angular momentum of the whole Earth-Moon system is conserved in this process, 
so that when the Moon slows down and loses rotational momentum, its orbital momen-

tum is boosted by a similar amount. This results in increasing the Moon©s orbit, which continues to this day. 

Aggregate .. .Intergrowth of several crystals, these may be 
globular, fibrous, reniform, or radiating fibrous.  
Bezel... A rim of metal surrounding a gemstone securing it.  
Cabochon .. The cut of a gemstone that has a convex surface. A 
cab.  
Chatoyancy ... Cat©s Eye effect produced by some gemstones 
when cut properly in cabochon. See asterism ..  
Aster ism ... Stones containing suitably oriented rod like inclu-
sions or channels, that are cut as cabochon  in the correct direc-
tion show this star effect.  
Extrusive rock . ..Igneous rock that solidifies on the surface of 
the earth.  
 

Facet. .. Man made flat part of a mineral, a planar surface.  
Idiochromatic ... Minerals in which the color is due to an essen-
tial constituent.  
Igneous rock .. Rock formed by the solidification of magma.  
Intarsia ... Mosaic inlay work using colored stones. (and wood)  
Ion ... Electrically charged atom, radical or molecule. 
Orientation ... Applied to crystals, this means visualizing the 
disposition of the principal directions within the crystal.  

http://seismo.berkeley.edu/-jilllglossary.htmi  

56 " � ) 7 � � 8�� � � � � � � &�� � �� � � �� 
 %�� � 
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When I attended the Southeastern Federation convention 
in September, I had the 
privilege of accepting the 
5th place award for my 
daughter Jen Ursillo. Jen 
had entered the Society’s 
website in the Federations 
competition. I presented 
Jen with her award at the 

October meeting. Thanks to Aurora Siegl for taking the 
picture of us! 
 
At the September meeting, Aurora Siegl unveiled the li-

brary’s new name. 
The library is now the 
Frank Hecker Memo-
rial Library. Aurora 
had a nice plaque 
made for the front of 
the cabinet for the oc-
casion.  Thanks to 
Nina Murray for tak-
ing this picture... 

Board  Member JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC 

J. Ursillo Y Y Y Y Y Y NO MTG Y Y Y Y  

M. Renné N Y Y N Y N NO MTG Y Y Y Y  

Jen Ursillo Y Y Y Y Y Y NO MTG Y Y Y Y  

M.  Barrenechea Y Y Y N Y N NO MTG Y Y Y N  

M. Berkowitz Y Y Y Y Y SBR NO MTG SBR SBR SBR Y  

B. Ringhiser Y N Y Y Y Y NO MTG Y Y Y Y  

A. Siegl    Y Y Y NO MTG Y R R R  

J. Holmstrom Y Y Y Y SB SB NO MTG SB SB SB Y  

� � � � %� � � � � 
 � ��( � � � 
 %� 
 ) � �
For general information. If no one is interested, let me know. 

SB (snow bird) means up North for the summer, SBR means up north and reporting to Board. 

� 	 � � � �� � �� 	 � �
.  � � � 9� �� 	 � � : : : �

� � � " � %� &�! � � 
 �� 	 � � �
With the Society’s show and the holidays 
coming up, Saturday open shop will be sus-
pended till after the first of the year. The 
useage of the shop on Saturday was not what 
I had hoped, but come the new year we will 
take another look at it. 

Jeff 

� � ) � " � � �� � � � ' ' ' �
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15 16 
Open Shop 

7-9PM 
Call first 
Michelle 

561-969-3291 

17 
 

18 
Beads 

On the Ave 
151 SE 2nd Ave 

Delray Beach 
Open Beading 

6—8 PM 
 

19 Membership 
Meeting 

@ Garden Club 
7:30 PM 

Eddie Rucks 
Speaker 

 

20      NO 
Open Shop 

 
Show Set-up 

day 

21      NO 
Open Shop 

 
GMSPB 

43rd Annual 
SHow 

22 
GMSPB 

43rd Annual 
SHow 

23 Open Shop 
7-9PM 

 
Call first 
Michelle 

561-969-3291 
 
 

24 
 

25 
Beads 

On the Ave 
151 SE 2nd Ave 

Delray Beach 
Open Beading 

6—8 PM 
 

26 
HAPPY 

THANKSGIVING 

27   
 

NO 
Open Shop 

28 
 

29 
 

30 
Open Shop 

7-9PM 
 

Call first 
Michelle 

561-969-3291 

1 
Board Meeting 

7 PM 
At the Shop 

2 
Beads 

On the Ave 
151 SE 2nd Ave 

Delray Beach 
Open Beading 

6—8 PM 
 

3 
 

4 
Open Shop 

6-9PM 
General Work 

Call first 
Jeff 

561-706-9549 

5  
 

 
 

6 
 

7 
Open Shop 

7-9PM 
 

Call first 
Michelle 

561-969-3291 

8 9 
Beads 

On the Ave 
151 SE 2nd Ave 

Delray Beach 
Open Beading 

6—8 PM 
 

10 
Membership 

Meeting 
Show & Sell 

and Elections 
 
 

11 
Open Shop 

6-9PM 
General Work 

Call first 
Jeff 

561-706-9549 

12 
Holiday Banquet 

And 
Installation 

Of Officers for 
2010 

13 
 

14 
Open Shop 

7-9PM 
 

Call first 
Michelle 

561-969-3291 

15 
 

16 
Beads 

On the Ave 
151 SE 2nd Ave 

Delray Beach 
Open Beading 

6—8 PM 
 

17 
 

18 
Open Shop 

6-9PM 
General Work 

Call first 
Jeff 

561-706-9549 

19 

20 
 

21 
Open Shop 

7-9PM 
 

Call first 
Michelle 

561-969-3291 

22 23 
Beads 

On the Ave 
151 SE 2nd Ave 

Delray Beach 
Open Beading 

6—8 PM 
 

24 
 

25 
 

MERRY 
CHRISTMAS! 

26 
 

� � ) � � #� � �1223��

Please note on your  shop waiver  form that you have received and read the shop rules. 
New liabil ity forms need to be signed in 2 places for  anyone using the shop. 

 $5 shop use fee is NOT charged when attending a class. Whether attending a class or using the shop, you must sign a Liability Waiver (New waiver must be signed 
after the first of every year). and sign the Shop’ s Log book on each visit.  Jump ringer certification is available on Monday or Friday nights. 

Jump Ringer blades are available at the shop. 

Please remember to call the listed shop stewards for Open Shop nights to be sure the shop will be open. 
It is best to call the day before. 
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Members interested in taking classes are requested tocontact the teacher directly to schedule a class, as op-
posed to contacting the Coordinator. The teachers will then be responsible for contacting the Head Shop 
Steward to make sure the shop is available. The class coordinator will be a central information point be-
tween teachers and the Society and will still report on classes at the meetings. 

CLASS INSTRUCTOR COST DATE TIME 

Art Clay Silver Michelle Renné 
561-969-3291 

$50 + $85 materials 
(depending on cost of silver) 

Saturday, TBD 10-4PM at the Shop 

Cabochon  
Six 3-hr sessions 

Ed Flashenburg 
561-733-1466 

$60 Thursday 
 

6-9PM at the Shop 

Chain Making (Beg) – Box 
Chain 

Kelly Azor 
561-688-7903 

$30 + $25 materials Saturday,  
Date TBD 

1-4PM at the Shop 

Chain Making (Beg) – 
Byzantine Chain 

Kelly Azor 
561-688-7903 

$30 + $25 materials Saturday, 
date TBD 

1-4PM at the Shop 

Chain Making (Beg) – 
Japanese Exploration  

Jen Ursillo 
561-329-4343 

$30 + $25 materials Tuesday, 
date TBD 

7-9:30PM at the Shop 

Chain Making (Adv) – Snake 
Chain  

Jen Ursillo 
561-329-4343 

$30 + $25 materials Saturday, 
date TBD 

1-4PM at the Shop 

Chain Making (Adv) – Turkish 
Round 

Jen Ursillo 
561-329-4343 

$30 + $25 materials Saturday, 
date TBD 

1-4PM at the Shop 

Enameling on Copper  
Two 3-hr sessions  

Hazel Levin 
561-439-6915 

$40 + $15 materials Two Tuesday 
afternoons TBD 

1-4PM at the Shop 

Enameling on Copper  
Two 3-hr sessions  

Hazel Levin 
561-439-6915 

$40 + $15 materials Two Saturday 
sessions  
TBD 

1-4PM at the Shop 

Flat Lap Ed Flashenburg 
561-733-1466 

$40 + $10 Supplies Wednesday 9AM—Noon at the shop 

Faceting KC Foster 
561-968-5287 
 

$80 + $20 materials 
6 sessions 

Monday TBD 

Fused Glass 
(Beginner/Tuesday) 

Ed Flashenburg/John 
Holmstrom 
561-733-1466 

$40 + $15 materials 
Or $5.00 open shop fee 

Ongoing - 
Tuesdays – call 
to confirm 

9:30—Noon at the Shop 

Fused Glass 
(Beginner/Saturday) 

Michelle Renné 
561-969-3291 

$40 + $15 materials  Saturday, 
date TBD 

 12-4PM at the Shop 

Fused Glass (Advanced) Michelle Renné 
561-969-3291 

$40 + $15 materials  Saturday, 
date TBD 

 12-4PM at the Shop 

Non-solder Wire Work Michelle Renné 
561-969-3291 

$40 + $15 materials  Saturday, 
date TBD 

 12-4PM at the Shop 

Kumihimo 
(Japanese Weaving) 

Kelly Azor 
561-688-7903 

$20 + $15 kit TBD 9-12 or 1-4PM at the shop 

Right Angle Weave Cubes Jen Ursillo 
561-329-4343 

$40 + $50 for optional kit OR 
supply list can be provided 

Saturday, 
date TBD 

1-4PM at the Shop 
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President*       Jeff Ursillo   706-9549 

1st Vice President*    Michelle Renné   969-3291 

2nd Vice President*    Jen Ursillo   329-4343 

Secretary*   Mary Barrenechea  969-6056 

Treasurer*  Marv Berkowitz   364-9696 

 

1223�� � � � � � ! � �1223�� � � � � � ! � �1223�� � � � � � ! � �1223�� � � � � � ! � � ����
 

Past President*  Barbara Ringhiser  588-5458 

Past President*  Michelle Renné   969-3291 

Past President*  Jeff Ursillo   706-9549 

Show Chairman*  Barbara Ringhiser  588-5458 

Show Dealer Chairman Ellen Jean   931-372-8236 
 

� !   � � � � � �� + ( � � � � ! � � �� !   � � � � � �� + ( � � � � ! � � �� !   � � � � � �� + ( � � � � ! � � �� !   � � � � � �� + ( � � � � ! � � � �
 

Class Coordinator Jen Ursillo   329-4343 
Field Trips  Michelle Renné   969-3291 
Historian  OPEN 
Hostess   Coralie Norvell    965-4748 
Librarian  Nina Murray   596-3390 
Membership*  Aurora Siegl   988-7006 
Newsletter Editor* Jeff Ursillo   706-9549 
Photographers  Lo Rain/Aurora Siegl 
Programs  The Board 
Raffle Coordinator Harriet Flashenburg  733-1466 
Refreshments  Debbie Anderson   965-9279 
Sunshine Committee Lo Rain    827-5793 
Social Events  KC Foster   968-5287 
   Barbara Ringhiser  588-5458  
Head Shop Steward John Holmstrom   585-7094 
Website Manager  Jen Ursillo   329-4343  

*  Denotes a Voting Board Member 

The Gem & Mineral Society of the Palm Beaches, Inc. is a member of the 
Eastern and Southeastern Federation of Mineral and Lapidary Societies, and is 
affiliated with the American Federation of Mineralogical and Lapidary 
Societies.  Monthly meetings are held on the third Thursday of the month 
except for December which is held on the second Thursday.  Meetings start at 
7:30 PM at the West Palm Beach Garden Club across from the South Florida 
Science Museum in Dreher Park, West Palm Beach. 
 

Gem &  Mineral Society of the Palm Beaches Website 
< < < �� � � � 
 %� � 
 � � � � �) ) ����

MEMBERSHIP DUES 
 

Junior Membership - $10.00 
(Under Age 18) 

Single Membership - $15.00 
(Over Age 18) 

Family Membership - $25.00 
 (Includes 2 adults and Children Under 

Age 18 in a single household) 
 

Membership expires on December 31st 
each year and is due by the end of Febru-
ary of the new year. To renew your 
membership, make your check or money 
order out to: 
 
Gem & Mineral Society of the Palm 
Beaches, Inc. and mail to: 
 
Membership Secretary 
Gem & Mineral Society 
P.O. Box 18095 
West Palm Beach, FL  33416 
 

NAME TAGS 
Available from: 
Ace Marking Devices ($12.00) 
3308 S. Dixie Hwy. 
West Palm Beach, FL 33405 
561—833-4073 

Open Shop schedule is 
TENTATIVE due to changing 
class schedule. Call the shop 

steward listed below 
before you go! 

Shop fee is $5 per visit, payable 
to the Shop Steward. 

 
SHOP STEWARDS: 

Head Steward 
 John Holmstrom 561-585-7094    

 
Monday PM 

Michelle Renné  561-969-3291     
 

Friday PM &  Saturday AM  
Jeff Ursillo  561-706-9549 

 
SHOP PHONE 561-585-2080 
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November 21, the start of our annual show, will be here before we know it!! That means it is time to start 
thinking about volunteering NOW. Here©s a list of volunteer positions and the duties required. 

REMEMBER—if you work for at least 4 hours, you get a free Christmas banquet! ! !  
 

YOU can make a difference! Without you, our society members, it would be impossible to fill the many time 
periods necessary to make the 2009 show the best show yet! Over 100 volunteer shifts need to be filled. 

Please let us count on you.  
 

Please give the attached form to Jim Woods or Barbara Ringhiser at the September, October or November  
meeting; or, mail the form to:  Gem and Mineral Society of the Palm Beaches, Inc.  
  Volunteers 

P.O. Box 18095  
     West Palm Beach, FL 33416-8095  
or, call Jim Woods at 561-963-9350, email him at  jimwoodIII@yahoo.com to sign up.  
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Approximately 6 people are needed to move tables around and set up each booth area. We will be supervising 
Fairgrounds help in the placement of tables according to our floor plan. This position requires about 5 hours of 
mostly directing people who are moving tables around.  
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As many volunteers as we can get are needed during the day on Friday and from 5:00 PM on Sunday. We have 
hired help to do the heavy lifting, but we still need members to assist in directing helpers on where unloaded 
materials go at the fairgrounds. On Friday, materials such as our display cases, from the storage unit, must be 
loaded in the rented truck, and brought to the Fairgrounds, unloaded and set-up. On Sunday, after the show is over, 
everything must be packed up, loaded in the truck, and delivered back to the storage area. Again, we have hired 
help to do the heavy lifting, but we still need members to assist in directing helpers on where materials go to be 
loaded into the truck.  We also will need some people to go to the storage location to direct the hired help on 
where to put the unloaded materials.  The Carolina mine is also set up on Thursday/Friday and taken down Sunday 
night. If you want to help with the display case setup, or want to reserve a case for your self during the show call KC 
Foster at 561-968-5287  
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Two people are needed for each 2-hour time slot. Responsibilities include taking tickets at the entrance doors, 
tearing the ticket in half, depositing one half in the box, and giving the second half to the guest. This position 
requires either sitting on a stool or standing. Requirements include a pleasant, friendly, helpful, courteous, and kind 
personality. At times, ticket takers are very busy. This is a very important position because ticket takers are the "first 
impression" that people get of our society.  
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Two people are necessary for each 2-hour time slot. Responsibilities include answering questions concerning the 
show and providing information about our society©s activities. Information attendants should be able to direct 
visitors and provide information about everything from who is in charge, to where a particular dealer is located. This 
position requires sitting at the information desk. The ability to be pleasant and helpful, without getting flustered, is 
important. Club history books are located at this table as well.  
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Two people per 2-hour time slot are needed. Responsibilities include encouraging people to purchase tickets for 
the raffle of the many items available. It is extremely important to be friendly, inviting, cheerful, and encouraging 
without being insistent. This position requires some standing.  The main objective is to point out the items that 
may be won with only a $1.00 ticket.  
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Two to four people are needed for each 2-hour time slot. Responsibilities are to observe people, watch for those 
acting in a disorderly manner (for example, drunk, smoking, or shoplifting), and report it to Show Chairman, 
Committee Chairperson, Fairground Security, or Armed Security. Show Security guards should NEVER confront or 
accuse anyone, ONLY report it. Greeting the public in a friendly manner is also important. This position requires 
walking around or standing.  
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People are needed to demonstrate their skills during each 2-hour time slot. The area is large enough for several 
demonstrators to present simultaneously. This is the opportunity to greet the public and show-off by participating in 
beading, stained glass, wire wrapping, chain making, or any other lapidary skills. If you are interested in 
volunteering to demonstrate at the show, please contact demonstration coordinator Kelly Azor-Anderson at 561-688-
7903 or 561-635-7619  
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Lunch will be served to the dealers, society members, and fairground workers on Friday, set-up day.  We need 
someone who will shop for the supplies (we have a list – sandwich makings, drinks, salad, plates, utensils, donuts, 
coffee, etc.)  Everyone makes their own sandwiches.  You would be advanced funds for shopping.  Serving is buffet 
style.  We need a couple of volunteers there to oversee the buffet between 9am and 5pm – 2 hour shifts. 
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Nine people for each 2-hour time slot are necessary to run the mining area effectively. Duties include keeping      
buckets filled, collecting money, and keeping lines moving. For the fossil dig and gemstone mining, volunteers 
will be briefed on what fossils and gemstones are available in the dig and mine. There will be cards available with 
fossil samples and rough gemstone samples to aid in identification if participants request the information.  

 

Name:__________________________________________________________  Phone: _______________________ 

Best Time to Call: __________________________________ Email:______________________________________ 

Position(s) Interested in:____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Please circle times you are available (2 hour shifts)  
Thursday  (Nov. 19)  Set Up 9AM  11AM  1PM  3PM 
Friday (Nov. 20)  Set Up/Lunch 9AM  11AM  1PM  3PM 
Saturday (Nov. 21)   9AM  11AM  1PM  3PM  5PM 
Sunday (Nov. 22)   9AM 11AM 1PM  3PM  5PM  Take Down 
 
Please give this form to Jim Woods or Barbara Ringhiser at the September, October or November meeting, mail the 
form, or call Jim Woods at 561-963-9350, email him at jameswoodIII@yahoo.com to sign up.  
 
Mail form to:    Gem and Mineral Society of the Palm Beaches, Inc.  

Volunteers 
P.O. Box 18095  

    West Palm Beach, FL 33416-8095 


