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The next general membership meeting will be held 

Thursday November 20, 2008 
7:30 PM at the Palm Beach Garden Club, across from the Science Museum 
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Eddie owns Rucks Pit in Ft. Drum, Florida and will talk about and 

display calcite specimens, fossils and shells from the pit. He'll bring his 
shell collection which he says is the best collection there is from the Kis-
simmee River Valley dating from 150,000 years ago. These shells were 
found in the Ft. Thompson to the lower end of the Tamiami formations. 
Afterward, he'll answer questions.  
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The program will be our annual "Show & Sell" The meeting will be at the 
Meadow Park School (directions will be in the December newsletter) again 
this year. This is a great opportunity to both buy and sell as we prepare for 
the holiday season. Table cost will remain at $10 each and is payable at the 
beginning of the meeting. In addition, it will also be the election of officers 
for 2009. If you are interested please see inside for more information. You 
must RSVP for a table before the meeting to Barbara Ringhiser (561-588-
5458) 
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Now that the national elections are over, it is time for the Society’s election 
“season” to start. The Board has proposed the following slate of officers 
for the 2009 year. 
                       President:                   Jeff Ursillo 
                       1st Vice President:     Michelle Renné 
                       2nd Vice President:    Jen Ursillo 
                       Secretary:                   Mary Barrenechea 
                       Treasurer:                  Marv Berkowitz 
If you are interested in serving in any of these capacities, nominations for 
the above positions will be accepted from the floor at the November and 
December meetings. Most offices do not take a lot of time or work, but you 
must be able to attend 8 board meetings per year plus of course as many of 
our monthly meetings as possible. Being a member of the Board gives you 
better insight into what the club does and can do as well as the relationship 
between our activities such as our show and workshop. The election will be 
held at the December meeting. Candidates who are nominated from the 
floor must be eligible to hold office and willing to serve. 
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February 15, 2009...the return of the February Social. Chicken dinner in 
the style of the steak picnic. Society provides the main dish, members bring 
sides, etc. Auction to follow! 
April 19, 2009...The Annual Steak Picnic, right where it belongs!. Barbara 
Ringhiser did a great job threading the needle on the calendar and finding a 
date that did not conflict with Passover or Easter, so we should have a great 
turnout this year. 
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            Door prize this month is a beautiful red 
jasper necklace! Raffle prizes will include an am-
ber necklace, an artists pin, and a black, white and 
gold chocker. And as always, there will be plenty 
of surprise raffle prizes from the goodie box! 

            Please remember, every person arriving 
before 7:30 will receive a FREE door prize ticket. 
Come early this month so you can get a ticket! 

Harriet Flashenburg, 

Raffle Coordinator  

The secret raffle drawing this month is...well...it’s 
a secret, dontcha know!  I am always looking for 
suggestions on who  to make eligible for this raf-
fle….                                                             Jeff  

The Rockhound 
Copyright 2008 

by the 
Gem & Mineral Society of the Palm Beaches, Inc. 

 
Permission to reprint original material herein not otherwise copy-

righted is granted provided credit is given 
to both author and publication. 

Articles not bylined are by the Editor. 
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Please have items for the December ROCKHOUND  
by  December  3. Submissions can be emailed to 

BNMJEFF@AOL.COM 
Or you can call Jeff Ursillo 561-706-9549 
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To associate persons of the Palm Beach area of Florida 
who are interested in earth sciences, to work together 
as an organization in the gathering, cutting, displaying, 
and studying of rocks, shells, artifacts, and any kind of 
scientific objects of interest to the individual and the 
organization to promote community interest in these 
objects. 
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Maria Bacinich           Marilyn Gerwitz 
Mary Marzano             Bardro Ericson Rosenberg 
William Rozinski      Sy Schweitzer       Jeff Slutzky 

Reflect on your present blessings, of which 
every man has many; not on your past misfortunes, 
of which all men have some. 

Charles Dickens 
 
The fascination of shooting as a sport 
depends almost wholly on whether you are at the 
right or wrong end of the gun. 

P. G. Wodehouse 
 
Some national parks have long waiting lists for 
camping reservations. When you have to wait a year 
to sleep next to a tree, something is wrong. 
 

George Carlin 
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Our very own Ingrid Webster will be hosting 
the first exhibit of the Neverending Necklace 
in it’s entirety! The Necklace is now over 
1000 feet long..and still growing. This is a 
great opportunity to dedicate beads to family 
& friends. There will also be raffles, treasure 
hunts and prizes. Shannon Hill will be doing 
a glassblowing demonstration. The exhibit is 
being held at the Art of Life Gallery , 10120 
Forest Hill Blvd., Suite 170, Pointe at Wel-
lington Green, Wellington, FL, 33414 . 
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If it's supposed to move and it doesn’t, use WD-40, 
if it moves and it shouldn't, use Duct Tape. 
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My apologies to Betty Juliano, Past President of the 
Gem Society. Betty got dropped from the mailing list 
for the Rockhound. (Still not sure how…) and 
missed several issues of the newsletter. Sorry for the 
inconvenience, Betty. 

Jeff 
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 The meeting was called to order at 7:42 pm. by 
President Jeff Ursillo. There was one guest. 
The minutes from the previous meeting were accepted 
as read. 
 
Treasurer:  report was posted for information 
purposes. 
 
Newsletter:  Contact Jeff Ursillo with any items for 
publication. The deadline for the November newsletter 
is November 12th. 
 
Library:   Aurora Siegel was introduced as the club’s 
new librarian. 
 
Membership: Ingrid Webster  reported that there was 
one new member. 
 
Classes: Jennifer Ursillo  was presented as new class 
coordinator. She will be contacting students and 
teachers to get classes started. 
 
Field Trips: KC Foster  reported that anyone that 
wants to go to Ruck’s Pit on Saturday the 18th,  to meet 
at her house this Saturday at 6am. 
 
Social Events: KC Foster  reminded everyone of the 
steak dinner and auction this Sunday. Be there at 12 
and bring a covered dish. She also reported that there 
will be a picnic with the Miami Mineralogical and 
Lapidary Guild and the Gold Coast Gem and Mineral 
Society on November 2nd from 10 to 3, at TY  Park, 
pavilion 4.   
 
Shop: Jeff Ursillo  reported that the surveys were in 
and they would be discussed at the next board meeting. 

Show: Carl Bengston  reported that he had the cases 
that people had requested and they could pick them up 
after the meeting. He also had business cards with $2 
off coupon for everyone to give out. This is the best 
exposure for the show. He encouraged everyone to sign 
up with Barbara Ringhiser to volunteer. He reminded 
everyone that the duties and times were listed in the 
newsletter. The next show meeting will be October 
20th at KC Foster’s house. 
 
Website:  Jen Ursillo is making some changes on the 
website. Let Jen know what you want to see or not see 
on the website. 
 
Old Business: Jeff Ursillo  encouraged everyone to 
vote to accept the by-laws that were sent to members in 
August. He asked everyone to send back the post card 
for this purpose that was sent with the October 
newsletter. The by-laws need to be approved by two-
thirds of the club membership. 
 
New Business:  Jeff Ursillo had free passes and $1 off 
coupon for the St. Lucie Gem Society’s show. See him 
if you would like one. KC Foster reminded people that 
she would be ordering 2009 calendars. She also 
reported that the micro-minerals meetings had been 
changed to the first Thursday of the month.  Jeff also 
reported that the results of the survey would be in the 
November newsletter. 
 
Raffle:   $72 was collected in the raffle. Thank you for 
all of the extra donations. 
 
The meeting ended at 9:14. 

Respectfully Submitted  
Mary Barrenechea, Secretary 
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If you missed this, all I can say is “Boy, did you miss 
a good time!” Lots of food and friends made for a 
great day. I would like to thank all who volunteered 
to make this such a fun event. I also want to thank 
everyone who attended, for sharing their “secret reci-
pes” and bring donations for the auction. If you 
missed this dinner, you do have another shot next 
year...April 19th to be precise! 
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Take a look at: www.thistothat.com which will rec-
ommend the right glue for everything you might 
want to glue together.  

Some glue trivia…. 
The first cyanoacrylate (super/krazy glue) was dis-
covered by accident, when chemists at Eastman-
Kodak accidentally glued two prisms together 
when testing new organic compounds for light re-
fracting properties.  
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Ed Flashenburg and Frank Heckler are 
back and ready to go! 
            Starting on Nov. 19th, Ed will 
be offering Cabochon cutting class. 
This is a 6 week class for a reasonable 
fee of $60.00. Class will be held on 
Wednesday nights, 6—9 PM at the 
shop. 
            Ed has also added a new class to 
the schedule. Starting Wednesday, Nov. 
19, he will be offering a Flat Lap class. 
(9AM—Noon at the shop.) Fee is $40 
for a 2 week session, plus a $10 shop 
supplies fee. Ed asks that you call him 
at 561-733-1466 to sign up for this 
class. (Sign up will also be available at 
the meeting Nov. 20th.) 
            Also returning from the summer 
hiatus is Fused Glass! Frank and Lynn 
will be back at the shop starting Tues-
day Nov. 18, 9:30AM—Noon. Frank 
will be offering to teach basic fused 
glass during this time as well as hold-
ing an open shop. Class fee is $40 plus 
$15 for materials, and the open shop 
fee is $5 per session. 
            Also coming soon is a stained 
glass class, being taught by Marv Ber-
kowitz. 

/�'�#����&)�7�)��/�&�����
by Michael. Dorris  

     Along the sides of numberless Florida creeks and rivers there 
grows a tree, the swamp locust or water locust, Gleditsia aquatica. 
A member of the legume plant family it has the pinnate leaves, 
like those of a fern but unlike a fern it fixes nitrogen, a process of 
turning useless atmospheric nitrogen into a useful form; no simple 
task requiring a bacteria in the roots that is killed  by oxygen. But 
nitrogen is important in that  nitrogen makes protein and protein 
is life. So an  herbivore, dining on a low nitrogen diet as they do  
would favor the higher nitrogen containing legumes so legumes 
have developed a number of  defenses as the plants need the ni-
trogen as well and  can't give up the bacteria. So back to the 
swamp  locust, the twigs zig-zag with thorns less then one  inch 
long but the real point of distinction are the  thorns on the trunk. 
Big clusters of thorns, red  brown to black, sometimes over four 
inches long  along the trunk up to 10 maybe 13 feet. Why? What 
eats bark? What is so tall the tree needs protection at 10 feet? It's 
reasonably clear, a water loving big animal that can and does eat 
bark, did eat bark. It would be clearer in Africa where trees with 
the swamp locust spines are clearly protecting the trees from ele-
phants. Here our elephants have steeped from the picture but the 
trees await their return. And the honey locust, Gleditsia triacan-
thos, also a Florida tree that grows north into the mid-west, awaits 
too with sweet seed pods, from 6 to 18 inches long hanging up in 
the tree which are waiting to be pulled free before the sugar de-
cays and the dry pods fall in the winter months. But it has been 
awhile since that happened. Now days the honey locust lines 
streets, a durable tree, still waving its seed pods hoping to attract 
elephants in towns  

Via the internet 

8��"�	
� by Mae Williams��
Kunzite was first found near the little Mission town of Pala, San Diego County, California. For many years 
the hills back of this Indian settlement had been successfully mined for tourmaline and other semiprecious 
stones. In 1903 in the Pala Chief mine, a pocket of pink stones was opened.  
No one was quite sure what the new stones of exceptional beauty could be, but it was generally accepted as a 
new variety of tourmaline. At that time, Dr. George F. Kunz, the world’s greatest gem expert, examined 
some of the crystals and identified them as a transparent variety of the mineral Spodumene. The crystals were 
of a lilac-pink color and practically as brilliant as any existing stones known. Dr. Kunz was Vice President of 
Tiffany’s of New York City where only the finest stones were featured. 
The name Kunzite was affixed to the California gemstone in honor of the noted gemologist. Soon, they were 
sought after by collectors and commanded very high prices for the flawless stones. Outstanding faceted gems 
of Kunzite from the Pala Chief  Mine may be seen in The American Museum of Natural History and other 
museums around the country. Essentially an American gemstone, Kunzite has been found in fine gem crys-
tals in Brazil and Madagascar. Some of the specimens have yielded perfect stones up to 200 carats. 

From Stoney Statements, November 2006 
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              It is a phenomenon that brings 
about a polished surface. Sir George 
Beilby discovered that during polishing, 
the surface of gemstones actually melted 
and flowed as a “glassy” layer over very 
fine scratches. He proved it by noting a 
certain scratch pattern, polishing the sur-
face, and then recovering the scratch pat-
tern by etching away the polished sur-
face with acids. 
             In 1937, a Mr. Finch, using an-
other technique, confirmed this finding. 
He reported that there were two types of 
polish: the Beilby flow and the surface 
that has such fine scratches that it ap-
peared polished. The latter existed on 
those materials that were unable to flow 
in the Beilby manner. The Beilby layer 
can occur in three ways. First, as an amorphous layer much like glass, e.g. the polish on zircon and spinel. Secondly, 
as an amorphous layer, but parallel to crystal planes and crystallizing again in these lines, e.g. calcite. In the third 
case, the layer forms by flowing, but immediately crystallizes identically to the underlying material, e.g. quartz. The 
Beilby layer is very thin and usually slightly harder than the underlying material, probably due to packing of mole-
cules by pressure. 
             There still remains some controversy over the existence of the Beilby layer. Some argue that the “floe” is not 
true melting, but rather a migration of molecules under pressure. Polish seems to be the result of a combination of 
temperature, polishing agent, and pressure and varies from material to material. But does it really matter as long as 
we get a good shine?                                                                                                        from RockCollector, May 2007 

This club has so much talent!!  Let's show it 
off!!!  Please label items, for example, sterling silver, 
type of mineral or cabochon, or material 
used.  Exhibitors can put their business card in the 
case if they wish.  Case set-up will be on Friday, 
November 20th, STARTING AT 12:00PM. Please 
contact KC 561-968-5287, for more info. 
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There is a prominent circular feature in the Sahara Desert of Mauritama that has 
attracted the attention of astronauts since the earliest space missions. Since it 
forms a large bull's eye in an otherwise featureless desert, it has been used as a 
landmark for the shuttle crews. Initially this outsize 'ammonite' shaped structure, 
with a diameter of almost 30 miles, was interpreted as a meteorite impact struc-
ture. It has a high degree of circularity, but is now thought to be merely a sym-
metrical uplift (circular anticline) that has been laid bare by erosion. The rocks 
outlining the structure are resistant beds of Paleozoic quartzites. 
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by Fossil Shell Collectors 
Carol and Bernie Peterson  

 
This new book is geared toward amateur collec-
tors and allows the novice to identify nearly 200 
of southern Florida's most common fossil sea-
shells and other invertebrate fossils. More than 
280 black and white photos of the back and front 
of each shell are included along with a brief de-
scription of each species. Anyone who enjoys 
collecting seashells will find this book useful. 
Collectors of vertebrate fossils will be able to date heir finds of bones 
and teeth, which are often found in association with fossil seashells in 
Florida, by identifying and dating those shells. The book is 6 inches by 
9 inches and 140 pages. The book can be found on Amazon.com. 
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by Dale Gnidovec 

            Although an island, Britain geologically is part of Europe. The famous white cliffs of Dover are made 
of chalk, a kind of lime-stone deposited during the Cretaceous Period last great flowering of dinosaurian life. 
Cretaceous chalk can be found through much of Western Europe - the period is named for creta the latin word 
for chalk. Before 450,000 years ago, Britain was connected to the mainland by a broad valley of chalk through 
which ran a large river system. Among the tribututaries were the modem Thames Meuse and Rhine. About 
425,000 years ago, advancing glaciers in Scandinavia blocked many rivers in northern Europe. The waters 
backed up, forming a huge lake. Getting higher and higher, the water eventually spilled over the chalk ridge, 
sending a catastrophic flood downstream. That flood scoured out the channel. The process was repeated at 
least once more, around 200,000 years ago. 
            Recent high-resolution sonar mapping of the floor of the channel has shown many features that indicate 
catastrophic flooding. The main valley is unusually straight and contains smaller channels weaving around 
multiple streamlined-shaped islands of bedrock. The islands are up to 6 mild long and 2 1/2 miles wide. They 
resemble similar features created in the Channeled Scablands of Washington state when a huge flood roared 
down the Columbia River Gorge. That flood also was caused by the catastrophic release of water from a huge 
lake created by a glacial dam that burst 15,000 years ago. There also are hanging valleys -- tributaries that 
meet the main valley at a sheer drop-off. Normal erosion creates tributaries that meet the main river at the 
same level, but catastrophic erosion can deepen the channel of the main valley, leaving the tributaries higher. 
Other indicators of catastrophic flooding are flat-bottom valleys with steep walls and rectangular cross-
sections. There also are grooves eroded into the floor of the channel. The grooves are typically 650 feet wide, 
6 to 10 feet deep and 6 to 9 miles long, and show the flow of the flood. Since then, the channel has been a bar-
rier to migration, for both animals and people.Dale Gnidovec is curator of the Orton Geological Museum    

JERUSALEM – A luxurious gold, pearl 
and emerald earring provides a new vis-
ual clue about the life of the elite in Jeru-
salem some 2,000 years ago. 
And its discovery was a true eureka mo-
ment for excavators. 
The piece was found beneath a parking 
lot next to the walls of Jerusalem's Old 
City. It dates to the Roman period just 
after the time of Jesus, said Doron Ben-
Ami, who directed the dig. 
The earring was uncovered in a de-
stroyed Byzantine structure built centu-
ries after the piece was made, showing it 
was likely passed down through genera-
tions, he said. 
Archaeologists came upon the earring in 
a corner while excavating the ruins of 
the building under a parking lot. 
"Suddenly one of the excavators came 
up shouting 'Eureka!'" said Ben-Ami. 
The find is eye-catching: A large pearl inlaid in gold 

with two drop pieces, each with an emerald 
and pearl set in gold. 
"It must have belonged to someone of the 
elite in Jerusalem," Ben-Ami said. "Such a 
precious item, it couldn't be one of just ordi-
nary people." 
Archaeologist Shimon Gibson, who was not 
involved in the dig, said the find was truly 
amazing, less because of its Roman origins 
than for its precious nature. 
"Jewelry is hardly preserved in archaeologi-
cal context in Jerusalem," he said, because 
precious metals were often sold or melted 
down during the many historic takeovers of 
the city. 
"It adds to the visual history of Jerusalem," 
Gibson added, saying it brings attention to 
the life of women in antiquity. 
Ben-Ami the piece's placement in the de-
stroyed building protected it from looters 

and kept it preserved. Its location also showed that it must 
be older than the house itself. 
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By SHAWNA OHM, Associated Press Writer  
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A 2,000 year old mine has bee discovered high in the mountains in Peru. These people mined hematite iron ore 
centuries before the Inca Empire. The discovery sheds light specifically on how hematite was used by the 
Nasca, who flourished along the Pacific coast from about 100 Be to around 600 AD. The culture is known for 
etching giant drawings in the Nasca desert, as well as making textiles, designing irrigation systems, and creat-
ing colorful pottery adorned with images of plants, animals and complex religious symbols. Some evidence 
suggests that Andeans smelted metals like copper to make prestige goods for the elite classes, but this was not 
the case for the ochre mined at the newfound site. Our hypothesis is that the Nasca people used the red-
pigmented mineral primarily for ceramic paints. Nasca artisans could have also used the hematite to paint tex-
tiles or adobe walls. or even use it as body paint.  
 
The mine, dubbed Mina Primavera, was found by itinerant modem-day miners in the Ingenio Valley of the An-
des mountains in southern Perno Its shaft is a hand-dug cave covering an area of some 700 cubic meters 
(24,720 cubic feet). The mine produced some 3,710 metric tons (8,179,066 pounds) of ore over about 1,400 
years of use. The site also rendered artifacts - such as beads, corncobs, stone tools, pottery shards, and tex-
tiles - that have allowed researchers to link the mine to the Nasca. Most of the artifacts date to the first few 
centuries AD.  

- Journal of the Minerals, Metals & Materials Society, via National Geographic.com/news  

$;/&�#����/�#)%#&�5�
by Dr. Andrew Sicree 

 
              Perhaps you’ve seen this clear, lime or mint green gemstone at mineral shows. Variously sold under 
trade names such as green amethyst, lime citrine, vermarine, or mint quartz, Prasiolite is simply green quartz. 
Pleasant green color and reasonable prices make it a popular gemstone. 
            Prasiolite’s green color is due to minor traces of iron (Fe) trapped in the quartz (hexagonal SiO2). An 
alert collector might ask,“Isn’t the yellow color of citrine caused by iron? How can it also give a green color?” 
The answer appears to depend upon the valence (or ionic charge) of the iron impurities. If you take iron in its 
ground state (Fe0) and take away two electrons, you get the ferrous iron (Fe2+) ion. 
            Take away another electron and you have ferric iron (Fe3+). When synthetic citrine is prepared,  scien-
tists introduce traces of ferric iron (Fe3+). Prasiolite, on the other hand, appears to require ferrous iron (Fe2+). 
Interestingly, amethyst also requires iron. It is well known that citrine responds to irradiation by turning to 
amethyst. You can take naturally purple amethyst, heat it to somewhere above 400°C, and it transforms into 
yellow citrine. If you then subject it to radiation (either naturally over many years, or artificially for a few min-
utes in a gamma-ray irradiation facility), the yellow color of the citrine converts to the purple of amethyst. 
Synthetic prasiolite is manufactured using ferrous iron (Fe2+), but it is also possible to produce prasiolite from 
white quartz or light amethyst found in Uruguay and Brazil. Specimens are first irradiated at gamma-ray irra-
diation facilities, then heated, to “green” the quartz. Although rare, naturally green prasiolites are known to oc-
cur as well; they are found in association with hot springs. 

Sources: Colored Stone, editorial, Sept/ Oct. 2006, p. 4; <www.rusgems.com/ tech_cr_quartz.php> 
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For our members in the south part of the county, there is a great stained glass supply store located in Delray 
Beach. Art Glass Environments (561-278-8838) is located at 440 SE 5th Ave (Southbound Federal Highway) 
about 4 blocks south of Atlantic Ave. They offer a full line of supplies, including fusing and dichroic  sup-
plies. They also offer a wide variety of classes in enameling, stained glass, solder, fusing, and using gold and 
silver leaf.  
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16 
Neverending 

Necklace exhibit 
Art of Life 
Gallery 

See Page 2 

17 
Open Shop 

7-9PM 
Fused Glass 

18 
 

Fused Glass 
Class/Open Shop 

9AM—Noon 
 

19 
Flat Lap Class 
9AM—Noon 

 
Open Shop 

6—9PM 
General Work 

20 
Membership 

Meeting 
 

Eddie Rucks 
 

SHOW SETUP 

21 
No 

Open 
Shop 

 
 

SHOW SETUP 

22 
OUR 

SHOW 
At the 

Fairgrounds 
Sat & Sun 

23 
OUR 

SHOW 
At the 

Fairgrounds 
Sat & Sun 

24 
Open Shop 

7-9PM 
 

25 
Fused Glass 

Class/Open Shop 
9AM—Noon 

 

26 
Flat Lap Class 
9AM—Noon 

 
Open Shop 

6—9PM 

27 
 

25 
Open Shop 

6-9PM 
General Work 

29 
 

30 1 
Open Shop 

7-9PM 
Lapidary/
Torchwork 

 

2 
Fused Glass 
9AM—Noon 

 
Board Meeting 

@ Shop 
7PM 

3 
Flat Lap Class 
9AM—Noon 

 
Open Shop 

6—9PM 
General Work 

4 5 
Open Shop 

6-9PM 
General Work 

6 

7 
 

8  Open Shop 
 

7-9PM 
Enameling 

9 
Fused Glass 

Class/Open Shop 
9AM—Noon 

 
 

10 
Flat Lap Class 
9AM—Noon 

 
Open Shop 

6—9PM 
General Work 

11 
Membership 

Meeting 
Meadow Park 

School 
Show & Sell 

12    
Open Shop 

6-9PM 
General Work 

13 
Holiday Dinner 

And 
Installation of 

Officers 
 

See Page 2 

14 15 
Open Shop 

7-9PM 
 

Black Coral 
 

16 
Fused Glass 

Class/Open Shop 
9AM—Noon 

 

17 
Flat Lap Class 
9AM—Noon 

 
Open Shop 

6—9PM 
General Work 

18 
 

19 
Open Shop 

6-9PM 
General Work 

20 
 

21 
 

22 
Open Shop 

7-9PM 
 

Lapidary/
Torchwork 

 

23 
Fused Glass 

Class/Open Shop 
9AM—Noon 

 

24 
Flat Lap Class 
9AM—Noon 

 
Open Shop 

6—9PM 
General Work 

25 
Merry 

 
Christmas!! 

26 
No 

Open 
Shop 

27 

�
�
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��2334��

New shop rules are in effect . Copies are available at the shop.  Please note on your shop waiver form 
that you have received and read the new rules. New liability forms need to be signed for 2008 for 
anyone using the shop. 
 $5 shop use fee is NOT charged when attending a class. Whether attending a class or using the shop, you 
must sign a Liability Waiver (New waiver must be signed after the first of every year)  and sign the Shop’s 
Log book on each visit.  



November 2008 Volume 43 No. 3 

The ROCKHOUND 
Official publication of the Gem & Mineral Society of the Palm Beaches, Inc. 

Page 9 

Classes  

CLASS INSTRUCTOR PHONE COST DATE TIME 

Art Clay Silver Michelle Renné 561-969-3291 $50 + $85 materials 
(depending on cost of 
silver) 

Saturday, 
TBD 

10-4PM at the Shop 

Cabochon  
Six 3-hr sessions 

Ed Flashenburg 561-733-1466 $60 Wednesday 
Nov. 19 

6-9PM at the Shop 

Chain Making (Beg) – 
Box Chain 

Kelly Azor 561-635-7619 $40 + $20 materials Saturday,  
Date TBD 

1-4PM at the Shop 

Chain Making (Beg) – 
Byzantine Chain 

Kelly Azor 561-635-7619 $40 + $30 materials Saturday, 
date TBD 

1-4PM at the Shop 

Chain Making (Beg) – 
Japanese Exploration  

Jen Ursillo 561-329-4343 /
morocket@aol.com 

$30 + $25 materials Tuesday, 
date TBD 

7-9:30PM at the Shop 

Chain Making (Adv) – 
Snake Chain  

Jen Ursillo 561-329-4343 /
morocket@aol.com 

$30 + $25 materials Saturday, 
TBD 

1-4PM at the Shop 

Chain Making (Adv) – 
Turkish Round 

Jen Ursillo 561-329-4343 /
morocket@aol.com 

$30 + $25 materials Saturday, 
TBD 

1-4PM at the Shop 

Enameling on Copper  
Two 3-hr sessions  

Hazel Levin 561-439-6915 $40 + $15 materials Two 
Tuesday 
afternoons 
TBD in June 

1-4PM at the Shop 

Enameling on Copper  
Two 3-hr sessions  

Hazel Levin 561-439-6915 $40 + $15 materials Two 
Saturday 
sessions  
TBD 

1-4PM at the Shop 

Flat Lap Ed Flashenburg 561-733-1466 $40 + $10 Supplies Wednesday 9AM—Noon at the shop 

Fused Glass 
(Beginner/Tuesday) 

Frank Hecker 561-742-4337 $40 + $15 materials 
Or $5.00 open shop fee 

Ongoing - 
Tuesdays – 
call Frank  to 
confirm 

9:30—Noon at the Shop 

Fused Glass 
(Beginner/Saturday) 

Michelle Renné 561-969-3291 $40 + $15 materials  Saturday, 
TBD 

 12-4PM at the Shop 

Fused Glass 
(Advanced) 

Michelle Renné 561-969-3291 $40 + $15 materials  Saturday, 
TBD 

 12-4PM at the Shop 

Non-solder Wire Work Michelle Renné 561-969-3291 $40 + $15 materials  Saturday, 
date TBD 

 12-4PM at the Shop 

Right Angle Weave 
Cubes 

Jen Ursillo 561-329-4343 /
morocket@aol.com 

$40 + $50 for optional 
kit OR supply list can be 
provided 

Saturday, 
TBD 

1-4PM at the Shop 

Wire Wrapping 
(Beginner) 

Cynthia Lariviere 772-285-3987 $40 + bring your own 
supplies (list provided) 

Tuesday,  
TBD 

7-9PM at the Shop 

?��������
���
�	�����	����
Members can be certified on the Society’s Jump Ringer at either the Monday or Friday night Open Shop sessions, 
Members will be certified after instruction by the Shop steward, or by demonstrating their knowledge of the equipment. 
$5.00 shop fee applies. As always, call ahead to be sure Shop will be open. 
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President*                         Jeff Ursillo                                     706-9549 

1st Vice President*            Michelle Renné                              969-3291 

2nd Vice President*           Deb Bengtson                                 641-4493 

Secretary*                         Mary Barrenechea                          969-6056 

Treasurer*                         Marv Berkowitz                             364-9696 
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Past President*                  Barbara Ringhiser                           588-5458 

Past President*                  Michelle Renné                              969-3291 

Past President*                  Jeff Ursillo                                     706-9549 
Show Chairman*               Carl Bengtson                                 641-4493 
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Class Coordinator              Jen Ursillo                                      329-4343 
Field Trips                         Michelle Renné                              969-3291 
Historian                           OPEN 
Hostess                             Coralie Norvell                               965-4748 
Junior Program                  OPEN      
Librarian                           Aurora Siegel                                 988-7006 
Membership*                    Ingrid Webster                                793-8646 
Newsletter Editor*             Jeff Ursillo                                     706-9549 
Programs                           The Board 
Raffle Coordinator             Harriet Flashenburg                        733-1466 
Refreshments                    Debbie Anderson                            965-9279 
Sunshine Committee          Mary Barrenechea                          969-6056 
Social Events                     KC Foster                                       968-5287              
Head Shop Steward           John Holmstrom                             585-7094 
Website Manager               Jen Ursillo                                      329-4343              
 

* Denotes a Voting Board Member 

The Gem & Mineral Society of the Palm Beaches, Inc. is a member of the 
Eastern and Southeastern Federation of Mineral and Lapidary Societies, and 
is affiliated with the American Federation of Mineralogical and Lapidary 
Societies.  Monthly meetings are held on the third Thursday of the month 
except for December which is held on the second Thursday.  Meetings start 
at 7:30 PM at the West Palm Beach Garden Club across from the South 
Florida Science Museum in Dreher Park, West Palm Beach. 
 

Gem & Mineral Society of the Palm Beaches Website 

www.gemandmineral.cc 

MEMBERSHIP DUES  
 

Junior Membership - $10.00 
(Under Age 18) 

Single Membership - $15.00 
(Over Age 18) 

Family Membership - $25.00 
 (Includes 2 adults and Children Under 

Age 18 in a single household) 
 

Membership expires on December 31st 
each year and is due by the end of Febru-
ary of the new year. To renew your 
membership, make your check or money 
order out to: 
 
Gem & Mineral Society of the Palm 
Beaches, Inc. and mail to: 
 
Membership Secretary 
Gem & Mineral Society 
P.O. Box 18095 
West Palm Beach, FL  33416 
 

NAME TAGS 
Available from: 
Ace Marking Devices ($12.00) 
3308 S. Dixie Hwy. 
West Palm Beach, FL 33405 
561—833-4073 

Open Shop schedule is 
TENTATIVE due to changing 
class schedule. Call the shop 

steward listed below before you 
go! 

Shop fee is $5 per visit, payable 
to the Shop Steward. 
SHOP STEWARDS: 

Head Steward 
 John Holmstrom 561/585-7094   

Monday PM 
Michelle Renné  561/969-3291     

Wednesday AM 
Ed Flashenburg 561-733-1466 

Friday PM   
Jeff Ursillo  561/706-9549 

Saturday PM 
Keith Allum 561/689-2565 

SHOP PHONE 561/585-2080 


