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The next general membership meeting will be held 

Thursday May 21, 2009 
7:30 PM at the West Palm Beach Garden Club, West Palm Beach, Fl. 
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Joe Tenhagen will be paying us a visit this month and sharing his experiences from the show. Joe always de-
livers a great program. We will be having the program BEFORE refreshments and the general meeting so be 
sure to arrive on time for Joe’s talk. 
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The Board would like to remind everyone that there is NO selling at the regular membership meetings. The 
TY Park outings as well as the December member’s sale are available for selling. Bringing items in for an 
informal “Show and Tell” is fine, but not for sale. 
 
There is NO PARKING in the circular drive or on the grass bordering it in front of the Garden Club. We can 
park in the Parking lot that is across from the Museum, or in the grass field to the west of the Garden Club 
(left side of the building as you face the front door). 
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            Chalk is a very pure form of limestone. The chalk in Northern Ireland was laid down in the Creta-
ceous Period which lasted from 135 Million Years ago to 65 million Years ago. Towards the end of the Cre-
taceous Period all of the British Isles was under water, except for the highest parts of Scotland. This sea had 
many algae living in the warm waters. As these algae died their skeletons accumulated on the sea bed. The 
skeletons, or coccoliths, were made of calcite and it is this accumulation that has formed the chalk rock. Be-
cause there was so little land nearby, the coccoliths were not contaminated with rock fragments eroded from 
the land and have produced a very pure form of limestone. Up to 1000 metres of chalk were deposited and, 
since it took about 30 years for just 1 millimetre to be deposited, it was clearly a very slow process. 
 
            The chalk in Northern Ireland is the same age as that in England, for example at Dover. However the 
Ulster White Limestone, as the chalk in Northern Ireland is known is very much harder than its English coun-
terpart having been affected by the Tertiary lavas which overlie it. The only outcrops of chalk in Northern 
Ireland are where those Basalts have protected it. Hence the best places to view chalk are along the north and 
east Antrim coasts. 
 
            Flint nodules can be found in much of the chalk. Some of these may have formed from sponges which 
make their skeletons of silica, but their origin is unclear. Flint was used by Mesolithic peoples who colonised 
Ireland about 8000 years ago. It has been surmised that the visibility of chalk cliffs from Scotland would 
have tempted those people over to this part of Ireland. 
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           The door prize this month is a silver star 
fish pendant. Raffle prizes will include a pair of 
black onyx earrings, fossil fish vertebrae and a 
“mystery” pendant And as always, there will be 
plenty of surprise raffle prizes from the goodie 
box!    Please remember, every person arriving be-
fore 7:30 will receive a FREE door prize ticket. 
Come early this month so you can get a ticket! 

Harriet Flashenburg,, Raffle Coordinator 
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July 2009 is the 40th an-
niversary of Apollo 11’s 
landing on the moon. In 
Honor of that anniver-
sary Jen and I are work-
ing on a special raffle 
item for July. What is it? 
Here’s a hint; it involves 
our state Gem.  We are 
still trying to decide how 

the raffle will be conducted, as there is always a 
twist to these special raffles. Hopefully we will 
have pictures of the item in the June and July 
Rockhound. 

 
Jeff Ursillo 

The Rockhound 
Copyright 2009 

by the 
Gem & Mineral Society of the Palm Beaches, Inc. 

 
Permission to reprint original material herein not otherwise copy-

righted is granted provided credit is given 
to both author and publication. 

Articles not bylined are by the Editor. 

��$"%�

���"&'��""�(�"�
Please have items for the June ROCKHOUND  
by  June 11. Submissions can be emailed to 

BNMJEFF@AOL.COM 
Or you can call Jeff Ursillo 561-706-9549 
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To associate persons of the Palm Beach area of 
Florida who are interested in earth sciences, to 
work together as an organization in the gathering, 
cutting, displaying, and studying of rocks, shells, 
artifacts, and any kind of scientific objects of inter-
est to the individual and the organization to pro-
mote community interest in these objects. 
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Jerry Callahan                        Shari Carney                           Reg Hay 
Mary Koplin                          Coralie Norvell                       Aurora Siegl 
Bob Skigen                            Deb Slutzky                            Janice Solock 
Jean Talbot                            Anne Voltz                             Starr-Carol Williamson 
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The Peace River is STILL low, clear and easily accessi-
ble. There are good things being found ! We have about 
a month of good hunting or until the rains start. Venice 
Beach (shark teeth), Sanibel Island (shells), the Keys 
(black coral) are other good places. If anyone is going, 
please contact me so I can pass the word. Anyone inter-
ested in ANY field trips should also contact me so I can 
add you to my field trip list. If you know of any inter-
esting places to go (NOT just digs) let me know. We are 
going to try to go to some more different places like the 
Science Museum, Zoo, Morikami Museum, bead 
shows, etc. as a group when it to hot for outside activi-
ties. Anyone going to a great place for a vacation, visit-
ing friends, etc. and would like member input or others 
to join them, let me know and we can put it in the news-
letter.  

Michelle Renné 
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The meeting was called to order by President Jeff Ur-
sillo at 7:42. There was one guest. The minutes from the 
previous meeting were accepted as read.  
 
Treasurer: Marv Berkowitz read the treasurer’s report.  
 
Librarian: Aurora Siegl reminded people to return 
checked out books on time. 
 
Membership: Aurora Siegl is now the membership 
chairperson. She reported that there were three new 
members. She asked that everyone pick up their Mem-
bership cards for 2009. 
 
Newsletter: Contact Jeff Ursillo, with any items for 
publication. The deadline for the April newsletter is 
May 14th, 2009 . 
 
Classes: Jen Ursillo reported that classes were still being 
held. Check the website and the newsletter for details. 
 
Shop: John Holmstrom reported that the fire extin-
guishers were checked and ready. He will be leaving for 
the summer and Jeff Ursillo will take his place from 
May to November. 
 
Show: Barbara Ringhiser reported that she has signed 
a contract with the fairgrounds. There are 2 booths still 
available. One third of the deposits have been received. 
Five dealers have paid in full and will have a free add in 
the program. Ron Ketelaar would like to have periodic 
bucket give-away for the mine. Jeff Ursillo will be 
working on advertising. Kelly Azor  will be setting up a 
schedule of classes to be held during the show in a cur-

tained off area. The storage clean up on March 22nd 
went very well.  
There were 11 people there. Barbara thanked every-
one that helped. Ed Flashenburg is fixing the cases. 
The cases break while being taken apart. Instructions 
on how to take a case apart will be included with 
each case. Jim Wood is in charge of the volunteers. 
You will be hearing from him in August. 
 
Social Events: Barbara Ringhiser reported that the 
steak dinner is April 19th at the Garden Club at 12 
o’clock. The club will provide the steak, beans, corn, 
potatoes and bread. Bring a side dish, drink and uten-
sils. Harriet  will prepare the corn, Aurora  will pre-
pare the beans and Mary  will decorate. The next Ty-
Park Tri-club picnic will be May 3rd from 10 to 3. It 
is $1.50 entrance fee to the park. The clubs provide 
the main dish. Members are to bring a covered dish 
to share. 
The proceeds from the Society’s February and April 
auctions will go to Shannon Hill’s medical fund.  
 
Old Business: None 
 
New Business: The Pack and Paddle Club has asked 
us to do a presentation of local geology sometime in 
September or October, and Jeff Ursillo asked the 
members to contribute suggestions for the presenta-
tion 
 

Respectfully Submitted                                           
Mary Barrenechea, Secretary 
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All are welcome..if you would like to see 
a new world of beautiful, symmetrical, 
colorful, minerals, please join us. We 
have giveaways at every meeting..and, 

usually some yummy munchies..feel free to bring munchies, drinks, 
microscope (if you have one), and an open mind… 
Directions? Questions? Call KC at 561-968-5287 
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             The Show Committee is taking a break 
for the summer. The next meeting will be August 
31.  
 
            Dealer contracts were mailed out and the 
return rate is still very good. Dealers who paid 
their contracts in full before 10/1 were offered a 
free 2 x 3 1/2 ad in the show program.  Ron 
Ketelaar will be in charge of the mine operation. 
We will be rebuilding sections of the flume to 
avoid the leaking joints that slow assembly 
down. 
 
            More care will have to be used in assem-
bling and taking apart the display cases at the 
show. There are more and more cases damaged 
each year from careless handling. New Plexiglas 
is being bought for the cases and a better storage 
and handling method is being devised for it. We 
will be offering classes at the show this year. 
There will be an approx. 15 x 15 ft. classroom in 
the NE corner of the building. Kelly Azor will be 
handling the scheduling of the classes. If you are 
interested in teaching, please give Kelly a call 
(688-7903). Jim Wood will be coordinating vol-
unteers this year. We will be hiring a couple of 
helpers to load and unload the truck at the stor-
age and fairgrounds locations. Mary B. is work-
ing on additional signage for the entrance and 
exit doors, to make the crowd flow better. We 
will be working with the Science Museum to 
celebrate the 40th anniversary of the mastodon 
skeleton that the Society helped excavate and as-
semble in 1969. 
 
            The show has been listed on several web-
sites that have event calendars as well as the ma-
jor “hobby” magazine sites. More being added as 
they are found!  

Show Committee Chairperson, 
Barbara Ringhiser 
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via CIGMC Newsletter I April 2008  

· If a chip is knocked off the freshly broken surface 
should not sparkle in the sun. If it does, it's not jade.  
• If you can scratch it with a knifepoint, it isn't jade.  
• It will be much heavier than a common rock of simi-
lar size.  • Tap the specimen with a hammer. If a moon 
shaped fracture appears, it is agate or jasper, but not 
jade. • If it is jade, it will have a smooth, waxy, almost 
greasy look.  • The only positive test for jade is x-ray 
analysis and specific gravity tests.  The more milky 
the water is when cuffing jade, the better the grade of 
jade. If the water isn't milky, then you don't have true 
jade. You have something else.  

from Chips 'n Splinters 12/00  
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Lapidaries and jewelers should constantly attempt to 
call gemstones and rough materials by their correct 
names. The term jade is applied to many nonjade 
stones, such as: Korean jade is bowenite, a hard vari-
ety of serpentine; Transvaal jade is a massive variety 
of green, grossular garnet; Amazon jade is aventurine; 
American jade is a rock - a mixture of idocrase and 
grossular; Australian jade is chrysoprase; Colorado 
jade is green microcline; Jasper jade is green jasper; 
Flukien, Manchurian and Honan jades are all soap-
stone;  Mexican jade is green-dyed marble or calcite; 
Oregon jade is dark green jasper; Silver peak jade is 
malachite.  
It would be clearer to beginners if jade were called 
jade, malachite called malachite, aventurine called 
aventurine.                  From Carmel Valley Prospector  

           Since the pet rock craze is over for the most part, 
many rock owners have now thrown out their pets. There 
are now millions of displaced Rosarita stones scattered 
across America. 
            What will geologists a thousand years from now 
think about the Rosarita stone native to Mexico spread all 
over America? 

From Music City Rockette, 1/07 
 
My best friend gave me the best advice~ 
He said each day’s a gift and not a given right~ 
Leave no stone unturned, leave your fears behind 
And try to take the path less traveled  
That first step you take is the longest stride 
 

Nickelback - "If Today Was Your Last Day” 
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We’re pleased that you love our books  and magazines– but please return them at our May meeting so others 
can enjoy them as well.  Books are on loan for one month only. Some of these volumes have been out since 
February.     “Indian Silversmithing”,  “Jewelry: Art Picture Archive”, ”The Art of Gem Cutting”, “The Book 
of Crystal Healing” and “Lapidary Journals”.   
 
Library Tidbit:  Almost every book that you open contains valuable information on the back of the title page.  
It has the author, publisher, copyright date and the Dewey Decimal number as well as the ISBN number.  
What is an ISBN number you might ask?  ISBN stands for the International Standard Book Number (ISBN) 
and is a 10-digit number that uniquely identifies books and book-like products published internationally.  Now 
you know.                                                                                                                                       Aurora Siegl 

Silicified Coral, Fossil Coral or Agatized Coral are 
the remnants of primal Coral Reefs that grew in the 
warm coastal waters of ancient oceans. 
 
Agatized Coral forms through a process similar to 
Petrified Wood. Decaying organic materials are re-
placed with silica rich solutions which, over thou-
sands of millennia, under pressure, will grow into 
fascinating Chalcedony formations. 
 
Chalcedony is a micro crystalline (fine crystals visi-
ble only under a micro scope) Quartz that includes 
stones like Jaspers, Agates, Onyx, Petrified Wood 
and Flint. Agatized Coral is one of the hundreds of 
cousins in this massive gemstone family. 
 
Coral will fossilize in one of two ways. Silica will 
replace a portion of the Coral, creating geodes, 
sometimes with brilliant boytrodial Quartz clusters 
inside. In extremely rare instances water will be-
come trapped inside a geode. In the second occur-
rence, the Coral is completely replaced by silica cre-
ating some exotic specimens. 
 
One of the oldest deposits of Agatized Coral is in 
Eastern West Virginia. Back before there were Ap-
palachian Mountains this area was the happy home 
for Coral, Trilobites, Brachiopods and other primal 
sea creatures. Somewhere between 250 and 280 mil-
lion years ago the North American continent 
slammed into Europe and Africa raising up the Ap-
palachian Mountains. And burying the vibrant com-
munity that once flourished along the vanished 
shoreline. 
 
Some Coral beds fossilized upside down, indicating 

tremendous turbulent forces. As centuries passed 
Limestone formed around sections of the Coral reef, 
protecting it from the elements and allowing the 
crystallization process to proceed undisturbed. This 
formation is called Hillsdale Limestone, it runs 
through Greenbrier and Pocahontas counties in West 
Virginia. 
 
Tampa Bay is another location rich with Agatized 
Coral. Scientists speculate that a massive runoff of 
silt rich in clay and silica may have buried the pre-
historic Coral Reef alive. Much like modern day 
runoff is killing many of our Reefs. 
 
The most significant fact about the Agatized Coral 
found in Florida is the role it played in the lives of 
the first inhabitants there. Florida's warm climate 
and food rich environment was always attractive to 
humans wanting to escape Winter weather. The first 
visitors found little to work with in the way of 
stones. In need of spear points, knives and contain-
ers, they worked with the only materials available, a 
little Flint and lots of Agatized Coral. Archeologists 
have dug tools dating back to 5000 BC in sites 
around St. Petersburg, and Wesley Chapel. 
 
In a proposed subdivision, archeologists found so 
many fragments in one 250 foot area that they deter-
mined it had once been the location of an important 
workshop. The developer agreed not to build on that 
one site, then finished constructing his 89 home sub-
division over the rest of the area. The scientists were 
unable to examine any other lots. 
 
Agatized Coral comes in reds, dark blues, grey, pink, 
tan, amber and black. 

.-�
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by Stephanie Pflumm  
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Do you know your  vulcanology? Not Mr. Spock’s lineage but 
the lava belching, ash spewing type??? Answers are on page 9. 
 
1. Name the 5 types of Volcanoes 
 
2. what type of magma do crystals form in? 
 
3. what kind of volcano formed the Hawaii Islands? 

How about the ISG at the Oregon Sunstone Mines 2009?  
  
We are pleased to announce the ISG at Plush Oregon trip to 
the Oregon sunstone mines from 26 June through 29 June. 
Here are the specifics. 
  
Everyone can arrive the night before as most are going to 
do. We will be visiting the Spectrum Mine and the Dust 
Devil Mine which are about a mile apart. 
  
Registered ISG Students and Graduates will dig for free 
with special promotions going on throughout the four day 
trip. Family members and friends of the ISG who receive 
this newsletter are allowed to dig at discounted rates. 
  
There are a number of ways to stay including camping at 
the mine site to hotels within a 90 minute drive. Camp-
ing=2 0is going to be very much self contained with an 
outhouse available but all other facilities including and RV 
must be self supporting. Campers should bring your own 
food and water. There are no showers or other facilities so 
bring your own coolers, ice, etc….that you may need. The 
town of Plush is only a 20 minute drive so supplies are not 
far away. But you will need to bring everything you need 
to sustain your camp site. We will have a couple of port-
able showers and all of our group is known to share stuff so 
no one will go wanting as long as you bring your own 
food, camping equipment, and beverages. 
  
There are limited cabins and teepees for inside camping. 
These DO NOT have water or facilities so the outhouse 
will still be your relief station. And you will need to bring 
your own food and drinking water as there are not facilities 
and no electricity. Contact the Spectrum and Dust Devil 
mines for reservations.  
  
Lakeview is about a 90 minute drive and has 5 hotels. If 
anyone wants to stay at a hotel you might be able to share 
rides with others to and back from the mines. 
  
Closest airports are Reno NV , Boise ID , and Klamath 
Falls OR . I will be arriving in Reno on Thursday 25 June 
at noon. Ken and I are meeting up there, if anyone else 
wants to time their flight accordingly you can hitch a ride 
to the mine with us. We are returning on Monday early af-
ternoon. 
  
This is going to be a fantastic trip. But we need everyone to 
know that if you are going to camp you need to be self sus-
taining. The ISG can provide a couple of tents if someone 
needs them, but other than that you will need to stop on the 
way and pick up your supplies, and plan on making provi-
sioning trips to Plush during the week. We will all be doing 
it so we can share rides and all help each other. 

 DO NOT MISS THIS if at all possible. This is truly a one of a 
kind opportunity that Mr. Rose and Mr. Buford have extended 
to the ISG community. If the dry camping scares you then stay 
at a hotel and make the drive. But we are going to have a blast 
at the camp site as many are already scheduled to be there and 
the fun is going to go on the whole time.   
  
Please contact the ISG office for any questions. 
  
Robert James FGA, GG  
President, International School of Gemology 
www.schoolofgemology.com 
 

Submitted by Field Trip Coordinator Michelle Renné 
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            This article will take a look at the cryptocrystalline species of quartz, SiOz, silicon dioxide, called chal-
cedony. These species are favorites among gemologists and lapidaries. These varieties of quartz are typically 
banded. The microscopic crystals are arranged in slender fibers in parallel bands. It is common in rounded 
(mamillary) aggregates and nodules. It has a dull, waxy or vitreous luster. Hardness 6.5 to 7. Specific Gravity 
2.58 to 2.64. Chalcedony is primarily used as decorative stone and in the making of jewelry. Rock quartz crys-
tal has a specific gravity of 2.65. Conchoidal fracture. Streak is white. Chalcedony is in the hexagonal crystal 
system.  Actual chalcedony is the white bluish gray variety. It is sometimes almost colorless.  

Varieties Of Chalcedony  
• Agate: All forms with banding (parallel to concentric). The material can be transparent to opaque. Agate is 
named after the Achates (Drillo) River in Sicily. This was a major source of the gemstone, per Theophrastus, a 
Greek philosopher (372 - 287BC).  
• Bull's eye agate: The banding forms concentric circles.  
• Iris or fire agate: Iridescent resulting from thin layers of crystallized iron oxide.  
• Onyx: Black and white banding.  
• Sardonyx: Brown, ochre and white banding.  
• Heliotrope or Bloodstone: The variety of chalcedony called plasma with red hematite or jasper spots and 
            blotches. Name derived from the Greek helio, meaning "sun" and "trepein" meaning "turning"  
• Carnelian: Translucent red brown to brick red material. Color due to hematite. Name derived from the Latin 
            cornum, meaning "cornel berry" or "cornelian cherry"  
• Chrysoprase: Translucent apple green material. Coloring agent nickel. Also found with serpentine in some 
            areas. Name comes from the Greek chrysos meaning "golden" and prase meaning "leek."  
• Moss Agate: Translucent light colored material. Black, brown, or green dendridic (branch like) inclusions. 
            The inclusions are usually dark oxides. "Mocha Stone" is the moss agate from the Mocha, Yemen area.  
• Plasma: Leek to dark green opaque material. Coloring agent various green silicate minerals.  
• Prase: Transparent leek green material. Color due to chlorite inclusions.  
• Sard: Light to chestnut brown translucent material. Color due to iron oxides and hydroxides. Sard is named 
            after the Greek Sardis, which was the capital of Lydia in Asia Minor.  
• Jasper: Massive, fine grained quartz mixed with other mineral material such as iron oxide. Color is typically 
            in varying shades of red. It is a very common sedimentary rock. Takes it's name from the Greek iaspis. 
            This word is of oriental origin, but what it signifies is unknown.  
• Chert: Chalcedony deposited in spaces in sedimentary rock. Common in limestones.  
• Replacements: Chalcedony is a common replacement for organic matter such as shells, wood and bone. 
Sometimes this replacement is so perfect that microscopic details are preserved. Some petrified wood is a good 
example of chalcedony replacement. I have a specimen in my collection, which when viewed under magnifica-
tion the cell structure of the wood is visible. Fluorite, calcite, aragonite and many other minerals are also re-
placed by chalcedony.  
One probable source for it's name is an ancient town at the Bosporus. Another source says it may derive its 
name from the ancient Greek Port of Chalcedon.  
The following reference materials were used in preparing this article:  
A Field Guide to Rocks And Minerals by Frederick H. Pough. Mineralogy For Amateurs by John Sinkankus.  
Simon & Schusters Guide to Rocks And Minerals. Gemstones Of The World by Walter Schumann.  
Gems, Crystals, & Minerals by Anna S. Sofianides , George E. Harlow & George W.Robinson, Ph.D.  
Amethyst Galleries Mineral Gallery on the Internet at http://mineral. galleries. com.  
Microsoft® Encarta® Encyclopedia 99  
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By Dave Jacobson  
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(April 30) - A group of cavers exploring the Vietnamese 
jungle say they've come across the world's biggest cave en-
trance. 
The massive passage, which measures 656 feet high and 492 
feet wide, was found by a British-Vietnamese caving team 
this year in the country's Nha-Ke Bang National Park, ac-
cording to a report in The Sun newspaper. The newly un-
covered Hang Son Doong -- or Mountain River Cave -- ap-
pears to be almost twice as large as the current record 
holder, Malaysia's Deer Cave, which is 328 feet high and 
295 feet wide. 
Skip over this content "It is a truly amazing sized cave and 

one of the most significant discoveries by a British caving team," said Adam Spillane, a member of the 13-
person expedition. The cave, according to Spillane, was originally located in 1991 by a local man named Ho 
Khanh. 
"Khanh has been a guide for the team in many expeditions to the jungle to explore caves and this year he took 
a team to the cave which had never been entered before by anyone including local jungle men," he said 
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            While this question easily translates to all forms of artistic endeavors, I'm going to think in terms of 
chainmaille. Just like with other mediums, be it lapidary, silversmithing, glass, beads, etc., inspiration can 
come in all types of forms. One form of course is seeing someone else's work that is beautiful. When looking 
at their work you see real beauty. The weave may be fairly simple in nature but the attention to detail is oh so 
evident that it makes the piece really stand out. The way the wire is cut so cleanly, the rings are perfectly 
closed, the time was spent to tumble and polish the piece when it was finished. All those little things. I'm sure 
that you've seen pieces that have been made by club members that have shown that very principle.  
            There is inspiration in those very pieces that you've seen and admired. They say that imitation is the 
sincerest form of flattery. In the case of being inspired to make simple such perfection, that is so true. Your in-
spiration can be to make a very simple chain that still commands attention because of the detail and not the 
complexity.  
            Where else can one possibly find inspiration for chainmaille? All around you. It's everywhere; you just 
have to open your eyes and see it. It's in nature, it's in the hustle and bustle of life and it's in the quiet moments 
in time. Just like in other mediums, it's all in how it's translated to the medium that you're working in. Others 
may not see the same thing in your piece as you did in creating it but then you have a wonderful conversation 
piece that you love and that is special to you.  
            Your inspiration can also be born out of necessity. Needing a certain type of chain to hold a treasured 
piece that you've created or that someone gave you. Needing a certain piece of chainmaille for an event. A 
keepsake. The list could go on and on. Inspiration can also come from "what happens if I put this bead with 
this chain"? I'm sure that there are quite a few people who started out as simply beaders that stumbled on wire 
and metal and off you went from there! Now what to do with all  those beads of different types, shapes and 
sizes? Oh boy; there's enough inspiration right there alone! It can be so fun just to see how well a certain 
weave looks with beads. Talk about combinations (and the nice advantage of using what you already have) and 
endless inspiration. Of course there are always instruction books for inspiration and instruction as well.  Look 
for and find what inspires you and make wonderful, beautiful things. Have fun!  
             
            Don’t forget to check our class page for several chainmaille classes!!  
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1. Island Arc, hot spot, ocean ridge, continental margin, continental rift 
 
2. Magma that is trapped underground and does not reach the surface as lava. This cools slowly, allowing crystals to form. 
 
3. Hot spot volcano, accounting for the strung out islands, as the crust moves over the hot spot. 
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March 12, 2009—This four-million-year-old fossil has taken 
some of the bite out of the great white shark's supposedly 
menacing ancestry, a new study finds.  
 
The specimen—which includes part of the spinal column, 
the head, jaws lined with 222 teeth—is the most complete 
fossil known of an ancient great white shark. Scientists had 
long assumed that great whites—which can reach lengths of 
20 feet (6.1 meters)—were close kin of the prehistoric 
"megatooth" sharks, frightening creatures that grew up to 50 
feet (15.2 meters) long and had jaws more than 9 feet (2.7 
meters) wide.  
 

But a new look at the fossil suggests that great whites are more closely related to the less fearsome and 
smaller mako shark, which belonged to a genus that still exists today.  If true, megatooths and great white 
sharks may have hit jumbo size independently, said study lead author Dana Ehret, a graduate student at the 
Florida Museum of Natural History.  
 
Competition between great whites and megatooths may have contributed to both species' growth, said Ehret, 
whose study appears this month in the Journal of Vertebrate Paleontology.  The well-preserved specimen, 
found in 1988 in southwestern Peru, was donated to the Florida museum in 2008. "It's really outstanding—
not like anything we've seen in the fossil record in the past," Ehret said.  
 

—Christine Dell'Amore  (Science Daily) 

$=.
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Ever wonder about the differences between an agate. a geode or a thunderegg? Although similar in origin. 
there are important variations in the final form of each.  
Agates form by fluids moving into the vesicular cavities formed by gas escaping in lava and precipitating chal-
cedonic quartz. Usually temperatures are around 100 Celsius or less.  
Geodes (cavities lined with quartz crystals) form from a vapor phase, also at low temperatures.  
Thundereggs are round nodular bodies formed from spherulites in silica-rich lavas and ash flows. like rhyolites 
and dacites. They never occur in basalts. They have fillings of star-like cavities which may form by gas expan-
sion as the volcanic rock cools.  
Filled cavities are called amygdules and, besides quartz, may contain calcite, zeolites, chlorite, native copper 
and silver. etc.  

From - Pebble Press 02/95 via Calgary Lapidary Journal 05/09 
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22 
Open Shop 
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Open Shop 
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See Page 3 
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Open Shop 

7-9PM 
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26 
Open Shop 

6-9PM 
General Work 

27 
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New shop rules are in effect . Copies are available at the shop.  
Please note on your shop waiver form that you have received and read the new rules. 

New liability forms need to be signed for 2009 for anyone using the shop. 
 $5 shop use fee is NOT charged when attending a class. Whether attending a class or using the shop, you 

must sign a Liability Waiver (New waiver must be signed after the first of every year) 
and sign the Shop’s Log book on each visit.  
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At the April Board meeting, it was decided to have members interested in classes contact the teacher di-
rectly to schedule a class, as opposed to contacting the Coordinator. The teachers will then be responsible 
for contacting the Head Shop Steward to make sure the shop is available. The class coordinator will be a 
central information point between teachers and the Society and will still report on classes at the meetings. 

CLASS INSTRUCTOR COST DATE TIME 

Art Clay Silver Michelle Renné 
561-969-3291 

$50 + $85 materials 
(depending on cost of silver) 

Saturday, TBD 10-4PM at the Shop 

Cabochon  
Six 3-hr sessions 

Ed Flashenburg 
561-733-1466 

$60 Thursday 
 

6-9PM at the Shop 

Chain Making (Beg) – Box 
Chain 

Kelly Azor 
561-688-7903 

$30 + $25 materials Saturday,  
Date TBD 

1-4PM at the Shop 

Chain Making (Beg) – 
Byzantine Chain 

Kelly Azor 
561-688-7903 

$30 + $25 materials Saturday, date 
TBD 

1-4PM at the Shop 

Chain Making (Beg) – 
Japanese Exploration  

Jen Ursillo 
561-329-4343 

$30 + $25 materials Tuesday, date 
TBD 

7-9:30PM at the Shop 

Chain Making (Adv) – Snake 
Chain  

Jen Ursillo 
561-329-4343 

$30 + $25 materials Saturday, TBD 1-4PM at the Shop 

Chain Making (Adv) – Turkish 
Round 

Jen Ursillo 
561-329-4343 

$30 + $25 materials Saturday, TBD 1-4PM at the Shop 

Enameling on Copper  
Two 3-hr sessions  

Hazel Levin 
561-439-6915 

$40 + $15 materials Two Tuesday 
afternoons TBD 

1-4PM at the Shop 

Enameling on Copper  
Two 3-hr sessions  

Hazel Levin 
561-439-6915 

$40 + $15 materials Two Saturday 
sessions  
TBD 

1-4PM at the Shop 

Flat Lap Ed Flashenburg 
561-733-1466 

$40 + $10 Supplies Wednesday 9AM—Noon at the shop 

Fused Glass 
(Beginner/Tuesday) 

Ed Flashenburg/John 
Holmstrom 
561-733-1466 

$40 + $15 materials 
Or $5.00 open shop fee 

Ongoing - 
Tuesdays – call 
to confirm 

9:30—Noon at the Shop 

Fused Glass 
(Beginner/Saturday) 

Michelle Renné 
561-969-3291 

$40 + $15 materials  Saturday, TBD  12-4PM at the Shop 

Fused Glass (Advanced) Michelle Renné 
561-969-3291 

$40 + $15 materials  Saturday, TBD  12-4PM at the Shop 

Non-solder Wire Work Michelle Renné 
561-969-3291 

$40 + $15 materials  Saturday, date 
TBD 

 12-4PM at the Shop 

Kumihimo 
(Japanese Weaving) 

Kelly Azor 
561-688-7903 

$20 + $15 kit 4/18/09 9-12 or 1-4PM at the shop 

Right Angle Weave Cubes Jen Ursillo 
561-329-4343 

$40 + $50 for optional kit OR 
supply list can be provided 

Saturday, TBD 1-4PM at the Shop 

#�������-������
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Members can be certified on the Society’s Jump Ringer at either the Monday or Friday night Open Shop sessions, 
Members will be certified after instruction by the Shop steward, or by demonstrating their knowledge of the equipment. 
$5.00 shop fee applies. As always, call ahead to be sure Shop will be open. 
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President*                         Jeff Ursillo                                     706-9549 

1st Vice President*            Michelle Renné                              969-3291 

2nd Vice President*           Jen Ursillo                                      329-4343 

Secretary*                         Mary Barrenechea                          969-6056 

Treasurer*                         Marv Berkowitz                             364-9696 
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Past President*                  Barbara Ringhiser                           588-5458 

Past President*                  Michelle Renné                              969-3291 

Past President*                  Jeff Ursillo                                     706-9549 

Show Chairman*               Barbara Ringhiser                           588-5458 

Show Dealer Chairman      Ellen Jean                                       931-372-8236 
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Class Coordinator              Jen Ursillo                                      329-4343 
Field Trips                         Michelle Renné                              969-3291 
Historian                           OPEN 
Hostess                             Coralie Norvell                               965-4748 
Librarian                           Aurora Siegl                                   988-7006 
Membership*                    Aurora Siegl                                   988-7006 
Newsletter Editor*             Jeff Ursillo                                     706-9549 
Photographer                     Lo Rain/Aurora Siegl 
Programs                           The Board 
Raffle Coordinator             Harriet Flashenburg                        733-1466 
Refreshments                    Debbie Anderson                            965-9279 
Sunshine Committee          Mary Barrenechea                          969-6056 
Social Events                     KC Foster                                       968-5287 
                                         Barbara Ringhiser                           588-5458              
Head Shop Steward           John Holmstrom                             585-7094 
Website Manager               Jen Ursillo                                      329-4343              

* Denotes a Voting Board Member 

The Gem & Mineral Society of the Palm Beaches, Inc. is a member of the 
Eastern and Southeastern Federation of Mineral and Lapidary Societies, and 
is affiliated with the American Federation of Mineralogical and Lapidary 
Societies.  Monthly meetings are held on the third Thursday of the month 
except for December which is held on the second Thursday.  Meetings start 
at 7:30 PM at the West Palm Beach Garden Club across from the South 
Florida Science Museum in Dreher Park, West Palm Beach. 
 

Gem & Mineral Society of the Palm Beaches Website 
666�-���������������� ���

MEMBERSHIP DUES  
 

Junior Membership - $10.00 
(Under Age 18) 

Single Membership - $15.00 
(Over Age 18) 

Family Membership - $25.00 
 (Includes 2 adults and Children Under 

Age 18 in a single household) 
 

Membership expires on December 31st 
each year and is due by the end of Febru-
ary of the new year. To renew your 
membership, make your check or money 
order out to: 
 
Gem & Mineral Society of the Palm 
Beaches, Inc. and mail to: 
 
Membership Secretary 
Gem & Mineral Society 
P.O. Box 18095 
West Palm Beach, FL  33416 
 

NAME TAGS 
Available from: 
Ace Marking Devices ($12.00) 
3308 S. Dixie Hwy. 
West Palm Beach, FL 33405 
561—833-4073 

Open Shop schedule is 
TENTATIVE due to changing 
class schedule. Call the shop 

steward listed below 
before you go! 

Shop fee is $5 per visit, payable 
to the Shop Steward. 
SHOP STEWARDS: 

Head Steward 
 John Holmstrom 561-585-7094   

Monday PM 
Michelle Renné  561-969-3291     

Wednesday PM 
Ed Flashenburg 561-733-1466 

Friday PM   
Jeff Ursillo  561-706-9549 

 
 

SHOP PHONE 561-585-2080 


