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The next general membership meeting will be held 

Thursday March 18, 2010 
7:30 PM at the West Palm Beach Garden Club, West Palm Beach, Fl. 
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NOTE: We will be in PAVILION 8, 
not Pavilion 9. 

This is always a fun day to spend outside with members from the Miami, Ft. Lauderdale and our own club, 
and get to know others who share your hobbies. There is space available if you want to bring a table and sell 
your wares as well. Plenty of food and fun all day….Plan to get there around 11AM or so. Lunch will be at 
Noon, with games and rock swapping lasting for the rest of the afternoon. There will be a raffle to help pay 
for the Pavilion rental, so if you have any items to donate, please bring them to the picnic...  
 
To get to TY Park, take 95 South to Sheridan St and go WEST. The park will be on the right hand side. 
There is a modest admission fee. We will be in pavilion 8, which is to the left once you get through the ad-
mission gate. 
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Beware the "Id's of March" and the beginning and the end......Don't worry, the heat of summer will be here be-
fore you know it ! 
 
We had a great turnout for the annual chicken picnic. The steak picnic in April is just around the corner. 
 
The Frank Cox Gem and Jewelry Show is March 20 and 21. Our club will have a table set up to inform the 
public of our club. We need volunteers from 10-5 pm both days. Call Barbara Ringhiser at 561/588-5458 if 
you are willing to help. You will get into the show for free if you volunteer. 
 
The annual Tampa Bay Fossil Show is also March 20 and 21. You know I will be there on Saturday !!!!!! 
 
We still need another person to help Ed Flashenburg with the club  audit. Who knows numbers? 
 
Rock on !            Michelle 

Due to scheduling issues, the program for the March meeting  that was scheduled had to be postponed. 
The replacement program has not been determined. 

Don’t forget to turn your clocks ahead Saturday night! 
Daylight Savings Time starts at 2:00 AM Sunday morning... 
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March’s door prize will be a Tiger Eye oval. 

Raffle items will include a carved coral rose pin, 
Sterling silver dreamcatcher earrings, carved Burma 
Jade pendant, square stone beads for stringing and a 
silver neck piece. 

Some upcoming raffle items…. 

Agate pendant, Jade display piece, Florida lime-
stone cube, faceted green amethyst oval and some 
surprises from the goodie box! 

 

We are always looking for extra prizes to put out for 
the raffle. If you are thinning out your collection, 
doing some spring cleaning or just feeling generous, 
bring whatever you would like to donate to a meet-
ing and give it to me. 

Harriet Flashenburg 
Raffle Coordinator 

The Rockhound 
Copyright 2010 

by the 
Gem & Mineral Society of the Palm Beaches, Inc. 

 
Permission to reprint original material herein not otherwise 

copyrighted is granted provided credit is given 
to both author and publication. 

Articles not bylined are by the Editor. 
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Please have items for the February ROCKHOUND  by 

April 9th.  Submissions can be emailed to 
BNMJEFF@AOL.COM 

Or you can call Jeff Ursillo 561-706-9549 
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To associate persons of the Palm Beach area of 

Florida who are interested in earth sciences, to work together as 
an organization in the gathering, cutting, displaying, and study-

ing of rocks, shells, artifacts, and any kind of scientific objects of 
interest to the individual and the organization to promote 

community interest in these objects. 
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  Alan K. Craig   Diane Curley   John Holmstrom 
  Lorraine Jetter   Meryl Joblin   Hazel Levin 
  Janis Perryman   Donna Skole-Carvajal  Lois Tarlov 
  Ray Tilson   Patti Waller   Marjory Yovin 

////////��������////////  
The Board would like to remind everyone that there is NO 

selling at the regular membership meetings. The TY Park out-
ings as well as the December member’s sale are available for 
selling. Bringing items in for an informal “Show and Tell” is 

fine, but not for sale. 
 

There is NO PARKING in the circular drive or on the grass 
bordering it in front of the Garden Club. We can park in the 
Parking lot that is across from the Museum, or in the grass 

field to the west of the Garden Club (left side of the building 
as you face the front door). 
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As the editor, I am always looking for 
contributions to the newsletter. If you would like 
to contribute an article or some special photos, 
please email them to me at bnmjeff@aol.com no 
later than the first Friday of the month  you 
would like it to appear in the newsletter. Also, 
did you know that you can receive your newslet-
ter by email? If you are able to receive the news-
letter by email, please consider doing so. You 
will receive the newsletter in color! Also, you 
will save the club the cost of printing and mail-
ing the newsletter. Finally, you will be saving 
trees.  

Jeff Ursillo 
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March 14 TY Park (See Page 1) 
 
April 25  Steak Picnic (Details next month) 
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Search Facebook for Gem and Mineral and 
bookmark it when you get there. There will be 
postings of upcoming events, pictures from 
field trips and special events, and links to 
some of the articles in the Rockhound….. 
feel free to visit the page, post and have fun! 

President Michelle Renné started the meeting with the 
pledge of allegiance.   
The January Meeting Minutes and the Treasurer’s Report 
were approved and seconded.  
Michelle Renné asked for volunteers to help call people.  
The following responded for the Calling Committee: Inez 
Ancel, Sari Goldman, Janice Perryman, and Roger 
Trontz.  Thank you, volunteers.   
Show Committee: Barbara Ringhiser announced that the 
2010 Banquet will be held at Ellie’s Diner in Delray on Sat-
urday, December 11.  The previous venue was getting too 
expensive, too small, and the Delray location was selected 
because it was a bit further south in the county as well.  The 
end of the year dinner is a thank you for volunteering at the 
annual Gem and Mineral Show.  If you are interested in 
helping the Show Committee, contact Barbara Ringhiser or 
Jeff Ursillo.  The Show Committee meets the first Monday 
of the month.  The next meeting is April 5th.     
Club Members requested that the club’s website be updated 
to reflect the current issue of the Rockhound.   
Shop report: Ed Flashenburg’s report was disturbing and 
included considerable issues of misuse and neglect.  Some 
concerns included but were not limited to: water not shut off, 
water left in grinding wheels, black splatter from the grind-
ing wheel all over, toilet left in deplorable state, trash left on 
premises, etc.  Bottom line – if you use the shop, please re-
member that your mother does not work there and clean up 
after yourself.  Another shop issue that needs to be resolved - 
Graves still has a cutting machine from the show.   
Field Trips: Michelle Renné reported the following field 
trip updates:  
       The field trip to Alan Meltzer’s home to see his collec-
tion of agates and fossils was so successful that another one 
will be planned as soon as there is a large enough group.  
Alan also provided refreshments and the field trip attendees 
brought side dishes.  If you are interested in seeing Alan’s 
collection, let Michelle know.   
       There is a possibility that our club will be able to visit 
the Graves Mountain Site near Augusta, Georgia with its 
rutile mine, tourmaline, rocks, and fossils on April 24th and 
25th.  There will be a show there also.     
       The Tampa Fossil Show will be March 20 and 21.  The 
Tampa Gem and Mineral Show will be held the following 
weekend on March 27th and 28th.   
       The Frank Cox Gem and Mineral Show will be at the S. 
FL Fairgrounds Expo Center  March 20 and 21st from 10 – 
5.  If you volunteer for our Gem and Mineral Society Info 
Booth you can get in free.  If you are willing to help, contact 
Barbara Ringhiser so that she can add your name to the 
Entry List.   

Social Events: KC Foster reported that the TY Park 
Swap and Sale will be on March 14 from 11 am – 4 pm 
at Pavilion 8. Bring your own drinks and provide a side 
to share.  To reach Topokeegee Yugnee Park in Fort 
Lauderdale, take I-95 to the Sheridan exit.  Go W on 
Sheridan just a short way and follow the signs to TY 
Park.   
KC also mentioned that the Science Museum and Plane-
tarium in Miami is holding their special event the fourth 
Sunday of February.  The exhibit is from the Smith-
sonian and if you volunteer to help, admission will be 
free.  Contact KC for more info. (561) 968-5287  
Membership: Aurora Siegl reported that there were 52 
memberships processed in January and 49 memberships 
processed in February.  Of these, 26 memberships are 
new and 75 are renewals.  101 membership cards have 
been sent out.  Your membership card entitles you to a 
10 percent discount at McMow’s Art Glass in Lake 
Worth and Art Glass Environments in Delray.  If you 
have not received your card, please contact Aurora .   
New Business: 
Every two years, an audit of our treasury is mandated.  
We still need a second volunteer for the audit.  If you 
have financial or accounting experience and are inter-
ested in participating in the audit, please contact Mi-
chelle Renné. 
 
One Tuesday of the month is Senior Day at the Science 
Museum in West Palm and they are looking for guest 
lecturers.  Michelle Renné gave a talk on fossils for 
their February program.  If you are interested in giving a 
lecture to seniors on fossils, gems, minerals, geodes, etc. 
contact Michelle.   
 
The fun raffle was held after the yummy refreshments. 

Respectfully submitted 
Aurora Siegl, Acting Secretary    
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With the new Year comes the time when all visitors to the Shop have to fill out a new Liability waiver. 
Please be sure to do this on your first visit to the shop in 2010. 
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 The next Show Committee meeting will be 
Monday, April 5th, 7:30 pm at the shop. Anyone inter-
ested in being a Committee Chair or just to help is 
welcome. 
 Plans for the 2010 show are progressing well. 
Contracts from dealers are coming slowly but steadily. 
We have received the contract from the Fairgrounds 
and will be signing it and getting it back to them with 
our deposit by the beginning of April. 
 Some new blood on the committee: new mem-
ber Jay Sonnenburg will be handling the exhibit case 
sign-up and setup this year.  If you are interested in 
putting in a case, please let Jay know at  262 902-
6247. 
 If you know of any businesses that would like 
to place an ad in the show program Put them in touch 
with Barbara Ringhiser (561-588-5458) or Jeff Ursillo 
(561-706-9549) for rates and ad sizes.  
 Ron Ketelaar is working on the flume, adding 
supports and streamiling the structure to make it easier 
to assemble. Was there talk of padded seats Ron??? 

Barbara & Jeff 
Show Chairmen 
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 Like to plan parties? Like to decorate? Like to 
organize parties or decorating? The Society needs a 
Social events coordinator to organize the socials com-
ing up this year. Left on the schedule this year is the 
Steak picnic in April. 
 The chairman would be responsible for lining 
up volunteers, decorations etc. Being able to delegate 
is a big plus! This is great Position for you to draft a 
friend as your co-chairman...less work for 2 people! 
If you are interested, contact Michelle Renné at 561-
969-3291. 
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Included with last month’s issue of the Rock-
hound  was the 2010 Wildacres/William Holland 
scholarship application. The scholarships are open 
to all members.  There will be applications avail-
able at the March meeting if you can’t find yours.. 
 
Not sure what Wildacres or William Holland are?  
 
For information on Wildacres, check this site: 

www.amfed.org/efmls/wildacres.htm 
or this one: 
www.amfed.org/sfms/wildacres-retreat.html 

 
Those sites list the Eastern and Southeast Federa-
tion schedules at Wildacres. 
 
For William Holland information go to: 

www.lapidaryschool.org 
 

The Southeast Federation unveiled a new website 
specifically for information about it’s Wildacres/
William Holland workshops: 

www.sfmsworkshops.com 
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 There will be a Suggestion Box at the sign-
in table starting this month. I would appreciate 
comments, both positive and negative, ideas, sug-
gestions and, yes, they can be Anonymous. 
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 Marv Berkowitz presented an excellent 
program, “7000 Years of Glass” at the February 
membership meeting.  
 During the summer Marv lectures at the 
Sandwich Glass Museum in Cape Cod while glass 
blowers demonstrate the various techniques.  The 
lecture included the history of glass from its acci-
dental discovery in 5000 BCE through the various 
improvements by the Phoenicians and Romans.  
 The lecture included composition of vari-
ous glass types and the progression of techniques 
from mouth blowing, core forming, pressed glass, 
molded glass, mouth blown molded glass to di-
chroic glass, etc.  Marv is a lampworker, hot glass 
expert and yet another example of the talent within 
our club. 



March 2010 Volume 44 No. 7 

The ROCKHOUND  
Official publication of the Gem & Mineral Society of the Palm Beaches, Inc. 

Page 5 

���9�����*������1��)�������6�
���������*,:��
�.��&�3;<3=��34�4�

For more information contact the caretaker, Clarence Norman, Jr.  (Junior) at 706/359-3862 (his business) or 706/359-2381 (his 
home).  Give him a call and he can reserve the mountain exclusively for your group.  All of the mineral societies that come here to 
collect, offer the caretaker a donation for his trouble and effort in keeping the mountain open and assessable to them.  Please consider 
what it is worth to your mineral society to be able to field collect minerals at Georgia's premiere mineral location! 
 

ROCK SWAP and FOOD and DRINKS: 
Junior will set aside an area in the upper parking lot for tables to be setup for daily rock swaps.  Anyone who would like to setup a 
table(s), please contact Junior at his phone numbers.  Hot food cooked on the grill, cold drinks and chips will be available for pur-
chase on the mountain during all three days of these events.   Don't forget to bring some extra money to buy the special "Graves 
Mountain Rock Swap and Dig"   T-shirt!  
You should not miss any opportunity to collect here because the rutile, lazulite, and pyrophyllite are said to be some of the finest in 
the world.  The collecting area at Graves is huge!  There are three main rock types here: quartz-sericite schist, sericite-kyanite-quartz 
rock (quartzite) and quartz conglomerate.   You may still be able to collect rutile, kyanite, lazulite, iridescent hematite, pyrophyllite,  
pyrite, ilmenite, muscovite, fuchsite, barite, sulfur, blue quartz and quartz crystals with a hematite coating.  Don't forget the micro  
phosphate and phosphosulfate minerals that can be collected here. Variscite, Woodhouseite, strengite, phosphosiderite, cacoxenite,  
crandallite along with accessory quartz, pyrite, pyrophylite, dickite, jarosite and sulfur crystals. 
 
There will be golf carts to take you to the bottom of the pit. You should bring a hand truck to move your buckets and tools to the  
collecting areas.  Don't forget to include a backpack.  You can bring scratching tools to surface collect and a rocker screen to sift for  
rutile at the top of  the mountain. Gloves, safety glasses, sledge-hammer and chisels will be needed to break the quartzite  boulders 
for the lazulite and kyanite. You might also want a shovel and pry bar.  Don't forget the sunscreen, Gator Aid, appropriate clothing  
and something to eat. 
 

QUARRY SAFETY:  
This quarry contains very high and unstable walls. 
Loose rocks can and will be dislodged by someone 
from above or even by the wind.  It is suggested that 
you wear a hard hat and that you stay away from the pit 
walls.  Proper footwear with good ankle support is a 
must when climbing around the rock piles.  Always 
examine the area above you for loose rocks and boul-
ders.  Move the small stuff and avoid the larger ones.  
Check for anyone working below you and be careful 
not to dislodge any loose rock.  Warn people below by 
yelling "ROCK", if anything starts going their way.  
Ladders or power tools of any kind are not allowed. 
Children younger than 12 are discouraged because of 
all the dangers involved at this quarry. 
 

DIRECTIONS: 
From Atlanta's I-285, take I-20 east to the exit for 
Washington, GA SR 78 (SR 10, SR 17) and turn left. 
Travel north to Washington, turn right onto SR 378 and 
drive 11 miles to the Graves Mountain area.  From the 
Athens area , take US 78 east to Washington and take 
SR 378 11 miles to Graves Mountain. When coming 
from Washington, you will turn left at the first road 
(Norman Road) on your left past the Lincoln county 
line sign.  From Lincolnton drive 6 miles west on SR 
378, past Graves Mountain, and turn right onto Norman 
Road.   Drive about 1/2 mile to C E Norman Wrecking 
Co (3333 C E Norman Rd) sign liability releases, and 
make your donations. 
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The Miami Mineralogical and Lapidary Guild would like to invite 
you  to participate as a seller in our upcoming gem and mineral 
show  on March 28 at the Museum of Science. 
  
The show will be one day only, on Sunday, March 28 with set up at 
8 am.  We will all be together in the front entrance of the museum 
and space gallery. 
  
We will be needing a $10 show fee per booth as voted upon by the 
board members of the Miami Mineralogical and Lapidary Guild.  
Please  mail your $10 to: 
  
MMLG ( Miami Mineralogical and Lapidary Guild) 
c/o Henry Brown 
PO  box 403482 
Miami Beach, Fl 33140 
  
on or before March 14 to secure your spot. We will assign you the 
same number of tables as in the last show and as usual will collect 
10% of sales at the end of the show. 
  
Please reply to us at this email today so that we can better plan for 
our show.  You can call us, Violet  and Henry at 305-866-0073 be-
fore 8 p.m. or reply to us at: 
vavhab@bellsouth.net 
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Board  Member JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC 

M. Renné Y Y Y          

Jen Ursillo Y A Y          

S. Lazzaro Y Y Y          

N. Murray Y Y A          

M. Berkowitz Y Y Y          

B. Ringhiser Y A Y          

A. Siegl Y Y Y          

J. Holmstrom Y Y Y          

J. Ursillo Y Y Y          
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For general information. SB (snow bird) means up North for the summer, SBR means up north and reporting to Board. 

March 20-21--TAMPA, FLORIDA: Show, "Fossil Fest 2010"; Tampa Bay Fossil Club; Florida State Fair-
grounds, US 301 and I-4; Sat. 9-6, Sun. 10-4; fossils, artifacts, gems, minerals, shells, exhibits, "how to" semi-
nars, kids' games, fossil mine, raffles, door prizes, silent auction; contact Barbara Fite, (813) 977-0892; 
e-mail: bfite@tampabay.rr.com; Web site: www.tampabayfossilclub.com 
 
March 20-21--WEST PALM BEACH, FLORIDA: Show; Frank Cox Productions; South Florida Fairgrounds, 
9067 Southern Blvd. (Hwy. 92); Fri. 10-5, Sat. 10-5, Sun. 10-5; gems, jewelry, beads; contact Frank Cox Pro-
ductions, 755 S. Palm Ave. #203, Sarasota, FL 34236, (941) 954-0202; e-mail: frankcox@comcast.net; Web 
site: www.frankcoxproductions.com (Volunteers needed for the Society table at this show. See page 1 for vol-
unteer info) 
 
March 26-28--ORLANDO, FLORIDA: 41st annual show; Central Florida Mineral & Gem Society; Central 
Florida Fairgrounds, 4603 W. Colonial Dr.; Fri. 10-6, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-5; adults $4, students and seniors $2, 
children under 12 and Scouts in uniform free with paying adult; sluice mining, faceting demonstrations, silent 
auctions, gem identification, Kids' Korner, mineralogist on site, door prizes, grand prize; contact James Johns-
tone, 12745 Newfield Dr., Orlando, FL 32837, (407) 625-6336; e-mail: jj030@msn.com; 
Web site: www.thumblicker.com 
 
March 31-4--OKEECHOBEE, FLORIDA: Show and dig; Fort Drum Crystal Mine; 6645 N.E. 304th St.; Wed. 
8-5, Thu. 8-5, Fri. 8-5, Sat. 8-5, Sun. 8-5; adults $30, children $15; buy and dig for fossils and minerals, con-
tact Edwin Rucks, 28490 N.E. 55th Ave., Okeechobee, FL 34972, (863) 634-4579; 
e-mail: fortdrumcrystalmine@yahoo.com 
 
April 24-25—ZOLFO SPRINGS: Peace River 2010. Weekend of fossil hunting and camping adventure 
  More information next month. 
 
Down the Street Bead Show: http://www.thedownthestreetbeadshow.com/ (check website for information) 
   Pompano    Palm Beach 
   March 19th, 20th, & 21st  June 4th, 5th & 6th 

*�,�������8�(�  
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All are welcome. If you would like to see a new world of beauti-
ful, symmetrical, colorful, minerals, please join us. We have give-
aways at every meeting, and, usually some yummy munchies.. feel 
free to bring munchies, drinks, microscope (if you have one), and 

an open mind… Directions? Questions? 
Call KC at 561-968-5287 

 
 
 

We would like to 
extend a special 

Thank You to all 
of our advertisers! 

 
Please be sure to 

patronize them and 
thank them for 

Supporting 
the Society. 
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Been a while since we have had them…Ads are free to 
Society members... buy or sell...hook up with rides for 
field trips….keep it hobby related… 
 
 

FROM A MEMBER LOOKING TO PURCHASE 
PETRIFIED WOOD,   AND LAPIDARY 

EQUIPTMENT. 
 

DON CHENOWETH, SR 
352-601-5119 

email: dhctravelingman@tampabay.rr.com 
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You are invited to join the McMow Art Glass 
Club! The club has been established to create 
a meeting place where glass artists of all medi-
ums can meet to share ideas, network, and 
learn how to promote themselves and their art. 
The club will be addressing many of the issues 
that arise by offering various demonstrations, 
guest speakers, show and tells and contests… 
 
McMow is located at 701 N. Dixie Highway, 
Lake Worth. (NW corner of Dixie and 7th) 

The club will meet the first Tuesday 
of every month at 6:30 PM 

For information, call 561-585-9011 
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   Please contact the shop steward or the in-
structors if you can't make it to class or the 
shop.  The shop phone is (561) 585-2080.  The 
Instructor numbers are in the Rockhound.  My 
number is (561) 585 - 7094. 
 This way the instructors or shop steward don't 
wait at the shop if nobody is going to be there.   

Thank you, 
 John Holmstrom 
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 I noticed in the minutes for last month’s meet-
ing, that there was a request for the website to have the 
current issue of the Rockhound on it.  
 It does.  
 Occasionally you need to refresh your browser 
window to get the correct file to appear, due to internet 
history files, cookies, whatever gremlins are out there. I 
have gone through the site, and I believe I have fixed 
any links that were not working as well, so I feel the site 
is in good shape. As always, there is room for improve-
ment in everything, so if you see something you want 
added, have a story to pass along, pictures to share, let 
me know. 
 If you try a link and it does not work, refresh 
first! If that does not work, let me know and I will do 
my best to fix it. 

Jeff Ursillo 
Temporary Webmaster 

Question - How many Rockhound list subscribers does it take to clean a 
quartz crystal? 
 
1 to ask the group how to clean stains from quartz. 
 
12 to share their experiences of cleaning quartz. 
 
9 to recommend using oxalic acid to clean the quartz. 
 
11 to recommend using sodium dithionate to clean the quartz. 
 
18 to recommend other ways to clean the quartz. 
 
7 to caution about the danger of using oxalic acid to clean the quartz. 
 
12 to ask how to dispose of the used acid when cleaning quartz. 
 
10 to recommend different ways to dispose of the acid used to clean the 
quartz. 
 
23 to point out spelling/grammar errors in posts about cleaning the 
quartz. 
 
8 to flame the ones pointing out the spelling errors. 
 
3 to correct the spelling errors in the flamers posts. 
 
17 to threaten to write to the list administer to complain about flamers. 
 
22 to point out that the subject of cleaning quartz has been discussed sev-
eral times previously. 
 
16 to post URLs where one can see articles about cleaning quartz. 
 
9 to point out that some URLs were listed incorrectly. 
 
3 to propose that a new alt.clean.quartz newsgroup be formed. 
 
31 to say that a newsgroup is not needed, this is what the Rockhounds 
Group is for. 
 
19 to complain about the political statements in posters' signature tags. 
 
5 to complain about the complainers of the political statements. 
 
17 to say that they are not receiving many messages lately, is anything 
wrong? 
 
17 to say that they are receiving too many messages on this list, and  
are unsubscribing. 
 
5 to apologize about sending a response to the whole group instead of  
the questioner. 
 
6 to post everything which has been discussed already, and to say "I  
agree" at the end. 
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 Evidence of Ancient Amazon Civilization Uncovered (Jan. 8) – 
As a result of the deforestation of the Amazon basin, a startling discov-
ery has been made. Hidden from view for centuries, the vast archaeologi-
cal remains of an unknown, ancient civilization have been found.  
 
 A study published in Antiquity, a British archaeological journal, 
details how satellite imagery was used to discern the footprint of the 
buildings and roads of a settlement, located in what is now Brazil and 
believed to span a region of more than 150 miles across.  
"The combination of land cleared of its rain forest for grazing and satel-
lite survey have revealed a sophisticated pre-Columbian monument-
building society in the upper Amazon basin on the east side of the An-
des. This hitherto unknown people constructed earthworks of precise 
geometric plan connected by straight orthogonal roads," the researchers 
wrote in the journal.  

 David Grann, author of the book "The Lost City of Z," points out that the existence of the ruins over-
turns the previously held belief that this portion of the Amazon basin had always been a pristine wilderness, 
even though legends of a lost Amazonian city still lingered by the time the Spanish arrived on the continent.  
 
 "Although the early conquistadores had heard from the Indians about a fabulously rich Amazonian 
civilization, which they named El Dorado, the searches for it invariably ended in disaster," Grann wrote on 
The New Yorker's Web site. "Thousands were wiped out by disease and starvation. And after a toll of death 
and suffering worthy of Joseph Conrad, most scholars 
concluded that El Dorado was no more than an illu-
sion." 
 
 According to Martti Parssinen, Denise Schaan 
and Alceu Ranzi, the authors of the study, the commu-
nity likely had a population of more than 60,000 peo-
ple. The researchers said they have only uncovered 
roughly 10 percent of the existing structures, which 
may date as far back as A.D. 800.  
 
 As Grann describes in his book, British explorer 
Percy Harrison Fawcett claimed he had found evidence 
of an ancient civilization, which he called the City of Z, in the same area. He disappeared in the jungle on a 
1925 expedition undertaken with his son and a companion.  While isolated discoveries of pottery and road 
beds had been made over the past few decades, the clear cutting of the Amazon forest laid bare the scope of 
the archaeological site. 

��!�8���!��9�&&�
!�
Via Science Daily 

�*��5555�
No matter how much you push the envelope, it'll still be stationery….A chicken crossing the road is poultry in 
motion…..The short fortune-teller who escaped from prison was a small medium at large….Don't join dangerous 
cults: Practice safe sects!  
�
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14 
TY Park 

 
See Page 1 

 

15 Open Shop 
7-9PM 

Call first 
Michelle 

561-969-3291 
 

Ides of March 

16 
 

Fused Glass 
Open Shop 
9AM—Noon 
At the Shop 

17 
Cabochon Class 

6—9PM 
At the Shop 

 
Open beading 

6—8 PM at 
Beads on the Ave. 
151 NE 2nd Ave 

18 
Membership 

Meeting 
@ Garden Club 

7:30 PM 

19 
Open Shop 

6-9PM 
General Work 

 
Jeff 

561-706-9549 

20  
Fossil Fest 

Tampa 
 

Frank Cox Show 
S Fl Fairgrounds 

 
See Page 6 

21 
Fossil Fest 

Tampa 
 

Frank Cox Show 
S Fl Fairgrounds 

 
See Page 6 

22 
Open Shop 

7-9PM 
 

Call first 
Michelle 

561-969-3291 

23 
 

Fused Glass 
Open Shop 
9AM—Noon 
At the Shop 

24 
Cabochon Class 

6—9PM 
At the Shop 

 
Open beading 

6—8 PM at 
Beads on the Ave. 
151 NE 2nd Ave 

25 
 

26 
Open Shop 

6-9PM 
General Work 

 
Jeff 

561-706-9549 
Orlando Show 

27  Open beading 
10:30—2 PM at 

Gemstone & Bead 
1937 N Military Trl # 1 

W Palm Beach 
 

Orlando 
Central FL Gem Soc. 

Annual Show 
See Page 6 

 
 

28 
Miami Club 

One Day show 
See Page 5 

 
Orlando 

Central FL Gem 
Soc. 

Annual Show 

29 
Open Shop 

7-9PM 
 

Call first 
Michelle 

561-969-3291 

30 
Fused Glass 
Open Shop 
9AM—Noon 
At the Shop 

31 Cabochon 
Class 

6—9PM 
At the Shop 

 
Open beading 

6—8 PM at 
Beads on the Ave. 
151 NE 2nd Ave 

Rucks Pit 

1 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rucks Pit 

2 
Open Shop 

6-9PM 
General Work 

 
Jeff 

561-706-9549 
Rucks Pit 

3 
Open beading 

10:30—2 PM at 
Gemstone & Bead 

1937 N Military Trl # 1 
W Palm Beach 

 
 
 

Rucks Pit 

4 
Rucks Pit 

Show and Dig 
March 31—April 4 

See Page 6 

5  Show 
Committee 

Meeting 
7 PM 

At the Shop 
 

6    Fused Glass 
Open Shop 
9AM—Noon 
At the Shop 

 
Board Meeting 
7 PM at Shop 

7 Cabochon Class 
6—9PM 

At the Shop 
 

Open beading 
6—8 PM at 

Beads on the Ave. 
151 NE 2nd Ave 

8 
 

9 
Open Shop 

6-9PM 
General Work 

 
Jeff 

561-706-9549 

10 
Open beading 

10:30—2 PM at 
Gemstone & Bead 

1937 N Military Trl # 1 
W Palm Beach 

11 
 

12 
Open Shop 

7-9PM 
 

Call first 
Michelle 

561-969-3291 

13  
 

Fused Glass 
Open Shop 
9AM—Noon 
At the Shop 

 

14 
Cabochon Class 

6—9PM 
At the Shop 

 
Open beading 

6—8 PM at 
Beads on the Ave. 
151 NE 2nd Ave 

15 
Membership 

Meeting 
@ Garden Club 

7:30 PM 

16 
Open Shop 

6-9PM 
General Work 

 
Jeff 

561-706-9549 

17 
Open beading 

10:30—2 PM at 
Gemstone & Bead 

1937 N Military Trl # 1 
W Palm Beach 

18 
 
 

19 
Open Shop 

7-9PM 
 

Call first 
Michelle 

561-969-3291 

20 
 

Fused Glass 
Open Shop 
9AM—Noon 
At the Shop 

21 
Cabochon Class 

6—9PM 
At the Shop 

 
Open beading 

6—8 PM at 
Beads on the Ave. 
151 NE 2nd Ave 

22 23 
Open Shop 

6-9PM 
General Work 

 
Jeff 

561-706-9549 

24 
Open beading 

10:30—2 PM at 
Gemstone & Bead 

1937 N Military Trl # 1 
W Palm Beach 

 

����)�34�4��

Please note on your shop waiver form that you have received and read the shop rules. 
New liability forms need to be signed in 2 places for anyone using the shop. 

 $5 shop use fee is NOT charged when attending a class. Whether attending a class or using the shop, you must sign a Liability Waiver (New waiver must be signed 
after the first of every year). and sign the Shop’s Log book on each visit.  Jump ringer certification is available on Monday or Friday nights. 

Jump Ringer blades are available at the shop. 
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The Board has decided to have members interested in classes contact the teacher directly to schedule a class, as opposed to con-
tacting the Coordinator. The teachers will then be responsible for contacting the Head Shop Steward to make sure the shop is 
available. The class coordinator will be a central information point between teachers and the Society and will still report on 
classes at the meetings. 

CLASS INSTRUCTOR COST DATE TIME 

Art Clay Silver Michelle Renné 
561-969-3291 

$50 + $85 materials 
(depending on cost of silver) 

Saturday, TBD 10-4PM at the Shop 

Cabochon  
Six 3-hr sessions 

Ed Flashenburg 
561-733-1466 

$60 Wednesday  
 

6-9PM at the Shop 

Chain Making (Beg) – Box 
Chain 

Kelly Azor 
561-688-7903 

$30 + $25 materials Saturday,  
Date TBD 

1-4PM at the Shop 

Chain Making (Beg) – 
Byzantine Chain 

Kelly Azor 
561-688-7903 

$30 + $25 materials Saturday, 
date TBD 

1-4PM at the Shop 

Chain Making (Beg) – 
Japanese Exploration  

Jen Ursillo 
561-329-4343 

$30 + $25 materials Tuesday, 
date TBD 

7-9:30PM at the Shop 

Chain Making (Adv) – Snake 
Chain  

Jen Ursillo 
561-329-4343 

$30 + $25 materials Saturday, 
date TBD 

1-4PM at the Shop 

Chain Making (Adv) – Turkish 
Round 

Jen Ursillo 
561-329-4343 

$30 + $25 materials Saturday, 
date TBD 

1-4PM at the Shop 

Enameling on Copper  
Two 3-hr sessions  

Hazel Levin 
561-439-6915 

$40 + $15 materials 2 Tuesdays 
In March 

1-4PM at the Shop 

Flat Lap Ed Flashenburg 
561-733-1466 

$40 + $10 Supplies Wednesday 9 AM—Noon at the shop 

Faceting KC Foster 
561-968-5287 
 

$80 + $20 materials 
6 sessions 

Monday 5 PM at the shop 

Fused Glass 
(Beginner/Tuesday) 

Ed Flashenburg/John 
Holmstrom 
561-733-1466 

$40 + $15 materials 
Or $5.00 open shop fee 

Ongoing - 
Tuesdays – call 
to confirm 

9:30—Noon at the Shop 

Fused Glass 
(Beginner/Saturday) 

Michelle Renné 
561-969-3291 

$40 + $15 materials  Saturday, 
date TBD 

 12-4 PM at the Shop 

Fused Glass (Advanced) Michelle Renné 
561-969-3291 

$40 + $15 materials  Saturday, 
date TBD 

 12-4 PM at the Shop 

Non-solder Wire Work Michelle Renné 
561-969-3291 

$40 + $15 materials  Saturday, 
date TBD 

 12-4PM at the Shop 

Kumihimo 
(Japanese Weaving) 

Kelly Azor 
561-688-7903 

$20 + $15 kit TBD 9-12 or 1-4PM at the shop 

Right Angle Weave Cubes Jen Ursillo 
561-329-4343 

$40 + $50 for optional kit OR 
supply list can be provided 

Saturday, 
date TBD 

1-4 PM at the Shop 

Viking Knit Marv Berkowitz 
561-364-9696 

$40 + $35 for material 
Class is 1(one) 2 hour session 
Class offered 3 different dates 
 

March 10, 
March 17 or 
March 24 

7—9 PM at the shop 
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President*       Michelle Renné   969-3291 

1st Vice President*    Jen Ursillo   329-4343 

2nd Vice President*    Samantha Lazzaro  764-6556 

Secretary*  Nina Murray   596-3390 
Treasurer*  Marv Berkowitz   364-9696 

 

34�4�����,����34�4�����,����34�4�����,����34�4�����,����� ���
 

Past President*  Barbara Ringhiser  588-5458 

Past President*  Jeff Ursillo   706-9549 

Show Chairman*  Barbara Ringhiser  588-5458 

Show Dealer Chairman Ellen Jean   931-372-8236 
 

,���������,8�������)�,���������,8�������)�,���������,8�������)�,���������,8�������)��
 

Class Coordinator Jen Ursillo   329-4343 
Field Trips  Michelle Renné   969-3291 
Historian  OPEN 
Hostess   Coralie Norvell    965-4748 
Librarian  Nina Murray   596-3390 
Membership*  Aurora Siegl   988-7006 
Newsletter Editor* Jeff Ursillo   706-9549 
Photographers  Lo Rain/Aurora Siegl 
Programs  Samantha Lazzaro  764-6556 

Raffle Coordinator Harriet Flashenburg  733-1466 
Refreshments  Debbie Anderson   965-9279 
Sunshine Committee Lo Rain    827-5793 
Social Events  OPEN  
Head Shop Steward John Holmstrom   585-7094 
Website Manager  Jeff Ursillo   706-9549  

 * Denotes a Voting Board Member 
 
 

The Gem & Mineral Society of the Palm Beaches, Inc. is a member of the 
Eastern and Southeastern Federation of Mineral and Lapidary Societies, and is 
affiliated with the American Federation of Mineralogical and Lapidary 
Societies.  Monthly meetings are held on the third Thursday of the month 
except for December which is held on the second Thursday.  Meetings start at 
7:30 PM at the West Palm Beach Garden Club across from the South Florida 
Science Museum in Dreher Park, West Palm Beach. 
 

Gem & Mineral Society of the Palm Beaches Website 
666$
!'���'��!��&$��� ���

MEMBERSHIP DUES  
 

Junior Membership - $10.00 
(Under Age 18) 

Single Membership - $15.00 
(Over Age 18) 

Family Membership - $25.00 
 (Includes 2 adults and Children Under 

Age 18 in a single household) 
 

Membership expires on December 31st 
each year and is due by the end of Febru-
ary of the new year. To renew your 
membership, make your check or money 
order out to: 
 
Gem & Mineral Society of the Palm 
Beaches, Inc. and mail to: 
 
Membership Secretary 
Gem & Mineral Society 
P.O. Box 18095 
West Palm Beach, FL  33416 
 

NAME TAGS 
Available from: 
Ace Marking Devices ($12.00) 
3308 S. Dixie Hwy. 
West Palm Beach, FL 33405 
561—833-4073 

Open Shop schedule is 
TENTATIVE due to changing 
class schedule. Call the shop 

steward listed below 
before you go! 

Shop fee is $5 per visit, payable 
to the Shop Steward. 

 
SHOP STEWARDS: 

Head Steward 
 John Holmstrom 561-585-7094    

 
Monday PM 

Michelle Renné  561-969-3291     
 

Friday PM  
Jeff Ursillo  561-706-9549 

 
SHOP PHONE 561-585-2080 


