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The next general membership meeting will be held 

Thursday March 19, 2009 
7:30 PM at the West Palm Beach Garden Club, West Palm Beach, Fl. 
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KC Foster will be giving a presentation of the tiny world of micromounting.  We will be viewing pictures as 

well as doing some hands on (or is that eyes on) work. KC will be bringing 4 or 5 microscopes and some 
micros for us to take a look at. Since this looks to be another open ended program, we will hold the business 

meeting first, followed by refreshments and then the program.�
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There is NO PARKING in the circular drive in front of the Garden Club. We can park in the Parking lot that 
is across from the Museum, or in the grass field to the west of the Garden Club (left side of the building as 
you face the front door). 
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I'm delighted to report that all of our letters and calls appear to  have paid off. 
 
On 3/11/09 at 12:38 PM, the Omnibus Public Lands Management Act of 2009 was defeated by ONE VOTE! 
The bill, containing over 1200 pages encompassed 160 different bills,  including the Paleo Protection Act 
which many of us objected to. 
 
I'm not certain if this marks the end of the bill for this session or  if it can be reintroduced...stay tuned! 
 

Carolyn Weinberger 
EFMLS/AFMS Editor 
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At the March Board meeting, the Board carefully studied the applications for the 2009 Wildacres/William Holland scholarship. 
The winner this year is the Society’s Web mistress and Class Coordinator, Jen Ursillo.  
 
For those new to the Society, Jen has been involved in the club for over 10 years, having served on the Board as Secretary, News-
letter Editor, and now as Web mistress and Class Coordinator.  Congratulations, Jen! 
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           Door prize this month is a beautiful  carved 
alabaster serving dish! Raffle prizes will include a 
strand of cherry quartz beads, a silver rose pin and 
an emerald cut emerald. And as always, there will 
be plenty of surprise raffle prizes from the goodie 
box! 
           Please remember, every person arriving be-
fore 7:30 will receive a FREE door prize ticket. 
Come early this month so you can get a ticket! 

Harriet Flashenburg,, Raffle Coordinator 

The Rockhound 
Copyright 2009 

by the 
Gem & Mineral Society of the Palm Beaches, Inc. 

 
Permission to reprint original material herein not otherwise copy-

righted is granted provided credit is given 
to both author and publication. 

Articles not bylined are by the Editor. 
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Please have items for the April ROCKHOUND  
by  April 7.  Submissions can be emailed to 

BNMJEFF@AOL.COM 
Or you can call Jeff Ursillo 561-706-9549 

�%�(����)��
�
To associate persons of the Palm Beach area of Flor-
ida who are interested in earth sciences, to work to-
gether as an organization in the gathering, cutting, 
displaying, and studying of rocks, shells, artifacts, 
and any kind of scientific objects of interest to the 
individual and the organization to promote commu-
nity interest in these objects. 
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              Alan K. Craig                             Diane Curley                 Kitty De Neys                John Holmstrom 
             Marilyn Jackson                         Lorraine Jetter               Meryl Joblin                  Hazel Levin 
             Janice Perryman                         Brian D. Shanahan        Donna Skole-carvajal     Lois Tarlov 
             Marjory Yovin 
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April 19, 2009...The Annual Steak Picnic, right where it be-
longs!. Barbara Ringhiser did a great job threading the needle 
on the calendar and finding a date that did not conflict with 
Passover or Easter, so we should have a great turnout this 
year. 
 
May 3, 2009...TY Park tri-club outing 

“The marvel of all history is the patience with 
which men and women submit to burdens unneces-
sarily laid upon them by their governments.”  

George Washington  
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Hi Everyone, 
 
Have you looked at the last page of the newsletter lately? 
There are presently a few openings for committee people. 
Mainly Membership Secretary and Historian. Elsewhere in 
the newsletter is an article about the duties of each job. 
Please take the time to read it and give some thought to tak-
ing part. I found the passage below in another newsletter and 
thought I would pass it along here, as it seems to fit. 
 
"Many people have told us "I'll work but I won't lead". 
Forming committees, getting assistants, has never been a 
problem. There does seem to be something intimidating 
about being a chairperson. But a chairperson can easily be 
chair people! Two or three can share the same job. We still 
need Treasurers and special-event people.  
 
Current and past officers of these positions are willing to 
teach, help, and assist. No organization can run itself and no 
part of belonging to an organization is as rewarding as being 
part of its heart.  
 
- Finding a new self, trying something new- can be an inter-
esting challenge. If you join us we won't let you down. I 
promise." 
 

Jeff Ursillo 
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 The meeting was called to order by President Jeff 
Ursullo. There were five guests.The minutes from the 
previous meeting were accepted as read. 
Librarian: Aurora Siegl  reported that the library is 
working well. When you sign out a book remember to 
sign the notebook. Books are to be returned at the 
next meeting. Unreturned books will be listed in the 
newsletter. 
Membership:  Membership renewals are due. 
Treasurer: Marv Berkowitz  read the treasurer’s 
report.  
Newsletter:  Contact Jeff Ursillo, with any items for 
publication. The deadline for the January newsletter is 
March 3rd. 
Classes: Jen Ursillo  reported that classes had 
started. Please call her to sign up, not the instructor. 
The classes are listed on the website. 
Field Trips: Michelle Renné  reported that March 7-
8  is the Tampa Bay Fossil Club show. Call her for 
more information. There are plans for trips to Peace 
River and Venice Beach in April. Ruck’s Pit is open. 
Call Eddie for information. 
Shop: John Holmstrom  reported that the locks have 
been changed. Two power cords have been changed 
and a water drain has been repaired. Replacement 
parts have been ordered. If you use an apron it is 
important that you clean it when you are finished. 
Each person must sign in separately when visiting the 
shop. If someone is a guest please indicate that by 
their signature. This is to help keep track of the $5.00 
shop fee. Everyone needs to sign a 2009 liability 
form. This form requires two signatures. One is to 

acknowledge you have read the shop rules and the 
other for the release of liability. 
Show: Barbara Ringhiser  is the show 
chairperson for this year. She reported that the 
committee is looking into changing the show to the 
west showroom at the fairgrounds. Ellen is calling 
the dealers. Dealer application forms are on our 
website. Incentives will be offered to the dealers to 
pay in full by October 1st. This is the 43rd 
anniversary of the show.  A storage unit clean up 
day is needed. Some storage bins need to be 
changed. Past shows and a possible exhibit with 
the science museum were discussed. The next 
show committee meeting is March 2nd at KC 
Foster’s house at 7. This weekend is the Frank 
Cox show and volunteers are needed to man the 
club’s booth. The Women’s Jewelry Association 
will have a “Meet and Greet” networking meeting 
in Pompano.  
Social Events: Barbara Ringhiser  reported that 
the chicken dinner was a success. The annual steak 
picnic will be on April 19th at the Garden Club at 
12 o’clock. The next Ty Park Tri-club picnic will 
be May 3rd. 
Website: Jen Ursillo  reported that the website 
visits have decreased. 
Old Business: Jeff Ursillo  reported that the by-
laws vote was going well and thanked everyone 
for their quick response. Wildacres and William 
Holland scholarship applications are due on 
February 28th. 
New Business:  There was no new business.  


����
��������
���
�	�
�����	��������*�

���	�
����	�"##  
All are welcome..if you would like to see 
a new world of beautiful, symmetrical, 
colorful, minerals, please join us. We 
have giveaways at every meeting..and, 

usually some yummy munchies..feel free to bring munchies, drinks, 
microscope (if you have one), and an open mind… 
Directions? Questions? Call KC at 561-968-5287 
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Chemical Formula: KAlSi3O8 
Hardness - 6 Specific gravity - 2.6 
Fracture - conchoidal; Cleavage - 2 good at 90° 
Transparent to translucent; Color colorless to white; 
beigebrown; green, orange 
            Moonstone is classed as an Orthoclase feld-
spar, the variety known as ‘adularia’, which is a potas-
sium aluminosilicate of gemstone quality, It is found 
in igneous, plutonic and metamorphic rock where it 
forms in colorless to white  prismatic crystals (most 
abundant in Switzerland, where they occur in cavities 
in metamorphosed rocks.). It reflects a beautiful bluish 
sheen in specific crystal directions, a property called 
adularescence, derived from the name “Adulara”, the 
name of the Swiss locality where it was found. The 
shimmer of light exhibited in the stone is called 
‘adularisation’, and is caused by the layered inner con-
struction of the gemstone. Incoming light rays are re-
fracted and scattered in the stone. 
            Moonstones are almost always cut as cabo-
chons, the most important thing being the orientation 
of the stone and the height of the cab. The cutter must 
align the crystal axes precisely into the top of the 
crown of the cab to maximize the sheen, which char-
acterizes moonstone. Since the hardness of moonstone 
is relatively low, the stones should be handled with 
care. They are sensitive to scratching, and minor flaws 
may appear after the stone has been worn for some 
time. However, these are easily removed by re-
polishing, after which the stone will shimmer again, 

just as it did originally. Moonstones first came 
from Sri Lanka. However today, they are also 
found in the USA in New Mexico, in Robinson, 
Colorado and in Goodsprings, Nevada. Also found 
in Brazil, Australia, Myanmar and Madagascar. 
            Recently, there have been some green, 
brown and orange specimens coming on the mar-
ket from India, as well as some smoky color; some 
champagne, some black and some of reddish color. 
            Some of these have a cat’s eye effect or a 
four-spoked star in addition to the typical shimmer 
of light. These stones are not only cut as cabo-
chons, but also as artistic cameos or engraved with 
the faces of children, the moon or grotesques, or as 
beads for gemstone necklaces.. In India, moon-
stones are regarded as holy, magical gemstones, 
and as ‘dream stones’ which bring the wearer 
beautiful visions at night. In Arabic countries, 
women often wear moonstones sewn out of sight 
into their garments, for in their cultures the moon-
stone is a symbol of fertility.  
References: 
Pough, Frederick H., A Field Guide to 
North American, Rocks and Minerals, Houghton 
Mifflin Co., New York. 1988. 
Sorrell, Charles A,. Rocks & Minerals,. 
Golden Press, New York.1973. 
www.gemstone.org/gem-by-gem/english/
moonstone.html 
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by Joy Bourne, from Shin Skinner News, February 2007 
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by Ed Wengert 

              To cut a gemstone from this material, you must first find the “moon” – a bluish tint to lunar-like glow. To 
find the moon, you need an unfrosted incandescent light in a darkened room. Turn the stone until you locate the 
moos – a soft silver yellow sheen in the light from your light source. Next you need a pencil and a quarter (1/4) 
inch spacer (I use a small piece of plywood). Place the stone with the moon on top on a solid surface. Lay the pencil 
on the spacer beside the stone with the lead touching the pencil on the spacer beside the stone with the lead touch-
ing the stone. Hold the stone firmly with one hand and move the pencil and spacer around the stone with the other 
striking a line parallel to the moon. Now turn the stone 90 degrees – putting the pencil line in a vertical plane. Turn 
the stone slowly, looking for a second sheen – this time bluer and lighter in color. When this is located, put that 
new “moon” on top with the pencil line passing through it on center. Strike a new line using the spacer and pencil 
as before, that will be perpendicular to the first line. Cut your base parallel to the second line. to finish the stone, 
begin with a 220 wheel, then go to 220 sanding. Continue with a lot of sanding at 400 and even more at 600. Polish 
on a soft felt pad at low speed. I use Cerium Oxide as a polish agent with good results. If you use diamond, watch 
the heat very carefully. Remember - sand, sand, sand! 
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           Our rolling library is so successful that books are almost flying off the shelves.  Now all we need is for 
patrons to return them.   We have over 200 volumes on rocks, minerals, fossils, classification, fluorescent min-
erals, crystals, lapidary, gemstones, gem cutting, faceting, jewelry making, jewelry repair, metal working, 
enameling, ceramic glazes, gemstone hunting, even a novel about gem hunting and much more.  Come browse 
your library during the meeting, check out books, and return them at the next meeting.  Library books are 
loaned for 1 month.   
           The following books have been checked out and will be returned at our March meeting:  
“Creative Gold and Silver Smithing”,” Jewelry Making for Beginning Crafters”, “Textile Techniques in 
Metal”, ”The Art of Gem Cutting”, “Gemstones of the World”, “Indian Silver”, “Turquoise Treasures”, 
“Tumbling Techniques”, “Metal Techniques for Craftsmen”, “Indian Silversmithing”, ”Cabochon Jewelry 
Making”, “Pro-Am Gem Cutting Guide”, “The Book of Opals”, “Gemcraft: How to Cut and Polish Gem-
stones”, and “Jewelry: Art Picture Archive” 
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           Special thanks to Tim Runion  for starting to convert our VHS tapes to DVD format.  This will open 
up more space for our current volumes and possible future ones.   Converting these tapes is a tedious time 
consuming process, and we are grateful for his time and efforts.   

Aurora Siegl 
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Dr. Bill Cordua, U. Wisconsin- River Falls  

 
              One at my fondest memories of the Tucson Gem and Mineral Show is coming upon a parking lot full 
of enormous amethyst geodes ("cathedrals") 6 feet or more high, resting partly in the sawdust of their packing 
crates. The bulbous to tubular geodes were big enough for an adult to sit In, and lined with deep purple gemmy 
amethyst, sparking in the Arizona sunlight. All for sale! How do such wonders form?  
            These excellent geodes come from a region along the Brazil-Uruguay border. The genesIs of oeposlts 
on the Brazil side of the border has recently been extensively researched by an mternational team of geochem-
ists lead by H. Albert Gilg of Techniche University Munchen in Germany (Gilg, et. aI., 20~3). The geodes are 
mined from several lava flows belonging to the Parana Continental Flood Basalt Province. This was one of the 
largest outpourings of basalt lava known. An estimated 800,000 cubic kllometers of lava extruded over an 11 
million year time span. For comparison, this would be enough to cover Minnesota with a pile of basalt lava 
over 2 miles high. The lava outburst occurred as part of the openmg of the South Atlantic Ocean during Creta-
ceous time about 130 million years ago. Of all these flows, however, only a few are known to host amethyst 
cathedral geodes.  
 
            Gilg et. al. proposed a 2-stage model for their formation. In the first stage the large hollows form. This 
was caused as volcanic gases were released from certain lavas as they cooled. Not every lava has enough dis-
solved gas to form such big openings. As gas bubbles emerged from the congealing lava (much as bubbles 
emerge when beer or soda pop is poured) they coalesced as they rose. The lava was cooling fast too, and soon 
became so thick and sticky that bubbles quit rising and were trapped. The bulbous to tubular shapes thus point 
towards the top of the flow, a fact easily seen when the geodes are in place in the mines. These cavities, 
though, were empty of crystals.  
 
            The second stage was the formation of the amethyst, plus celadonite, calcite and gypsum fillings. An 

(Continued on page 6) 
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            ScienceDaily (Feb. 24, 2009) — In legend, 
sprites are trolls, elves and other spirits that dance high 
above our ozone layer. But scientists at Tel Aviv Uni-
versity have discovered that some very real "sprites" are 
zipping across the atmosphere as well, providing a pos-
sible explanation for those other legendary denizens of 
the skies, UFOs. 
            Thunderstorms, says Prof. Colin Price, head of 
the Geophysics and Planetary Sciences Department at 
Tel Aviv University, are the catalyst for a newly discov-
ered natural phenomenon he calls "sprites." He and his 
colleagues are one of the leading teams in the world 
studying the phenomenon, and Prof. Price leads the 
study of "winter sprites" ? those that appear only in the 
northern hemisphere's winter months. 
            "Sprites appear above most thunderstorms," ex-
plains Prof. Price, "but we didn't see them until re-
cently. They are high in the sky and last for only a frac-
tion of a second." While there is much debate over the 
cause or function of these mysterious flashes in the sky, 
they may, Prof. Price says, explain some bizarre reports 
of UFO sightings. 

(Continued from page 5) 

important clue to this event is the presence of small gas 
and liquid bubbles (called fluid inclusions) trapped 
within these minerals. These are samples of the min-
eral-forming liquids caught as the crystals grew. Fluid 
inclusions are treasure troves of information when stud-
ied with sophisticated instruments. Analyses of the 
fluid inclusions in the amethyst, calcite and gypsum 
show them to be filled with slightly salty water. This 
water had a temperature of no more than 100 degrees 
C, and possible less than 50 degrees C, during mineral 
formation. These cannot be fluids related to the magma 
that formed the lavas.  
 
             What was the source of these fluids? An amaz-
ing story unfolds from the radiometric dating of the 
minerals. The basalts formed about 130 million years 
ago, but the green celadonite, which makes up the rinds 
of the geodes, formed about 70 million years ago. For 
60 million years these enormous cavities sat  empty of 
crystals. Trace element data from the fluid inclusions 
gives another important clue to the source of the min-
eral-forming fluid. Below the lavas is a large aquifer 
(the Botucatu aquifer) tilled with ground water that 
closely resembles the fluid inclusion liquids. Uplift and 
tilting of the area about 70 million years ago would 
force water out of the aquifer into the porous areas of 
the overlying lava. In the lava flow these waters would 
have found volcanic glass. Glass breaks down over 
geologic time and makes silica and other chemicals 
available in a form that is readily soluble in water soak-
ing through the rocks. The water carried these chemi-
cals into the cavities, where the amethyst and other 
minerals grew due to cooling and pressure release.  
 
             The special combination at geologic circum-
stances, unfolding over millions of years, is not often 
duplicated. Understanding the process gives geologist 
tools to prospect more efficiently for these wonders.  
 

 REFERENCES: 
Gilg, H. et. at, 2003, "Genesis of amethyst geodes in 
basaltic rocks of the serra Geral Formation (Ametista 
do  
Sui, Rio Grande do Sui, Brazill: a fluid inclusion, REE, 
oxygen, carbon, and Sr isotope study on basalt,  
quartz and calcite" Mineralium Deposita vol. 38, p. 
1009:'1025.  
 

Reprinted from The Glacial Drifter August, 2008  
via The Lithnics 3/09 
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           No, this is not a religious discussion, but we do we need your help converting our bulky media 
(videos and magazines) to digital media (CDs and DVDs). We need volunteer to help with the following: 
                       Converting magazines to CDs: If you have the capability to scan magazines and put the output 
onto a CD, would you consider volunteering to help? We’d give you some magazines this month at the meet-
ing and you’d have all month to make the conversion.  If you can help with this task please contact me, 
Aurora Siegl, at aurora.austria@comcast.net or call me at 561 988-7006 home. Thank you. 

Aurora Siegl, Librarian 
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by Homer Eshbaugh from Midwest Newsletter, November, 2008 

              Once upon a time, a mineral we now consider common was “worth it’s weight in gold” - literally! That 
mineral is halite, more commonly know as salt, NaCl. It is a critical nutrient to all animal life, including hu-
mans. In fact, it is so important to survival that one of our four tastes was developed to detect it. (We can actu-
ally taste only four things: sweet, sour, bitter, and salty. Flavor, what we usually think of as “taste” is actually a 
combination of taste and aroma, i.e., what we smell). 
            The phrase “not worth his salt” comes from the ancient Greek, when salt was used to pay for slaves. 
Roman soldiers were sometimes paid in salt. It fact, our word for monetary payment for work, “salary” comes 
from the Latin for salt -sal. Our word “salad” (from the Latin “saltar”, meaning “salted”) comes from the Ro-
man habit of salting their fresh greens. 
            Today, many town names refect their origins as sites of ancient or medieval salt mines or salt springs. 
“Wich” or “wytch” is the Old English  word for “brine well” (what we now call a salt spring), and is seen in 
names like Northwich and Middlewich The German word “salz”, appears in Salzburg (“sal city”), a large city 
located on the Salzach (meaning “saltwater” or “brine”) river. 
            As with many precious materials, ancient lore grew around salt. It was so precious that the spilling of 
salt was deemed by the ancient Romans to be the work of the Devil. Salt thrown over the left shoulder (where 
evil lurks) was believed to drive the Devil away. 
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BY DALE GNIOOVEC Via the Lithnics 01/09 

              There is sand as far as the eye can see in the middle of the Great Sand Sea of Libya and Egypt. Such seas of 
windblown sand are called ergs. A rock unit called the Navajo Sandstone represents an erg that covered a huge area of 
the American West with sand more than 2,000 feet thick early in the Jurassic Period, 200 million years ago. Research, 
appearing in the January- February issue of the Bulletin of the Geological Society of America, described an erg that 
formed much more recently, 27 million years ago to 34 million years ago.  
             Called the Chuska erg -- after the Chuska Mountains south of the Four Corners area where Utah, Colorado, Ari-
zona and New Mexico meet -- it covered 54,000 square miles. Individual dunes were more than 33 feet tall. In some ar-
eas, the sand was more than 1,750 feet deep. Today, the Chuska erg is represented only by scattered outcrops of sand-
stone separated by as much as 125 miles. Geologists think those sediments formed as part of a continuous sand sea, 
based on similar characteristics of the sand grains, similar ages and ancient wind direction.  
             Also, the researchers looked at 12 modern ergs and calculated the rate at which they thinned from their centers to 
their edges. The average slope was 4 feet per mile. At even three times that, the most distant outcrops of possible Chuska 
sandstone would have been part of the erg.  
             Periodic volcanic eruptions covered the Chuska dunes with ash that could be radiometrically dated, showing that 
the sand accumulated at a rate of 90 to 270 feet per million years. Accumulation might have been initiated by a drying 
episode that is represented as far away as Antarctica. The end of the Chuska sand sea also might have been caused by a 
global change to a warmer, wetter climate. Erosion of the erg began soon after its formation and has continued through 
today.    What became of that pile of sediments is a bit of a mystery, but they might lie deep in the Gulf of Mexico.  

Dale Gnidovec is curator of the Orton Geological Museum at Ohio State University.   
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Bingham Canyon Mine, Utah  
This is supposedly the largest man-made excavation on 

earth. Extraction began in 1863 and still continues today, the 
pit increasing in size constantly. In its current state the hole 

is 1½ miles deep and 2.5 miles wide. 

Diavik Mine , Canada  
The mine is so huge and the area so remote that it has 

its own airport with a runway large enough to accommodate 
a Boeing 737. It looks equally cool when the surrounding 

water is frozen.  

Kimberley Big Hole - South Africa  
Apparently the largest ever hand-dug excavation in the 
world, this 1097 meter deep mine yielded over 3 tons of 

diamonds—before being closed in 1914.  
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           Limestone is among our nation’s most essen-
tial resources, and while it is common in many parts 
of the United States, it is critically absent from some. 
Limestone is used in many different products, includ-
ing breakfast cereal, paint, calcium supplement pills, 
marble tabletops, antacid tablets and high-quality pa-
per. Portland cement, which is used in concrete for 
roads, bridges and buildings, is one of the most im-
portant products made from limestone. To help man-
age our nation’s limestone and other essential miner-
als, the USGS provides accurate and unbiased infor-
mation on mineral resources to industry, policymakers 
and the public. More information on limestone can be 
found at http://pubs.usgs.gov/fs/2008/3089/ or http://
minerals.usgs.gov/minerals/pubs/commodity/lime/. 
You can also contact Jim Bliss at jbliss@usgs.gov or 
(520) 670-5502.  

"Rightful liberty is unobstructed action according to our will within limits drawn around us by the equal 
rights of others. I do not add 'within the limits of the law' because law is often but the tyrant's will, and al-
ways so when it violates the rights of the individual."  

Thomas Jefferson 
“Ask not what you can do for your country. Ask what is for lunch.” 

Orson Welles 

“You may delay, 
but time will not.”  

Benjamin Franklin  
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There are a couple of positions listed on the last page 
of the newsletter that I wanted to write about, in the 
hopes that I could get some help in filling them. 
 

Membership Secretary 
 
Not as daunting a task as it sounds! The Society’s da-
tabase is computerized and up to date. Someone tak-
ing over would need to have a computer and a basic 
knowledge of Excel. The database is set up in a 
spreadsheet, that contains all the information that is 
listed on our membership application. From the Arti-
cles of Incorporation, the duties of this position are; 
 
1- shall be responsible for maintaining an accurate roster 
             of the membership. 
2- shall be responsible for collecting dues monies from 
             current and prospective members and forwarding 
             same to the Treasurer 
3- shall be responsible for reporting to the Board of 
             Directors at the monthly Board meeting all new 
             membership applications. 
 
Membership Secretary is a voting position, and attendance 
is required at the Monthly Board meetings. Attendance at 
a Board meeting (minimum of 8 per year) can be in person 
or by written report.  In addition, once a month the Secre-
tary would have to forward the membership list to the 
Newsletter Editor for mailing. 
 

Historian 
The Historian is responsible for making sure the history of 
our club, past present and future, is maintained. There are 
lots of photo albums in storage at this point, as well as 
what has come to be known as the “Big Book”! Keeping 
copies of show flyers, club brochures, newspaper articles 
about the club, etc. and making sure they are in albums is 
the basics of the job. Maybe Society “Scrapbooker” is 
more appropriate than “Historian”.  
 

Photographer 
One other position I would like to have someone take is 
Society photographer. The 2008 show came and went with 
very few pictures taken, as do most of our events. Have a 
digital camera? How about a good old fashioned film cam-
era? The Society pays for film and processing.   
 
Give these some thought…. 

Jeff Ursillo 

,�%
���
By Dave Jacobson  

             The mineral for this month is Galena (PbS, lead 
sulphide). Galena is a common mineral and is one of the 
more important lead ores. It is present in almost all 
hydrothermal sulphide ore bodies and is associated with 
pyrite, chalcopyrite and sphalerite. Galena from some lo-
cations is silver bearing. Although galena is the leading 
lead ore, enough silver is recovered during ore processing 
to make it a leading silver ore. Galena is found in most 
mineral collections as its cubic shape makes it an interest-
ing specimen. Galena is a common mineral. Some of the 
more noted sites where galena has been mined are the 
Texas-Oklahoma-Missouri Tri-State Mining area in the 
USA; Broken Hill, Australia: Cumberland, England and 
Santa Eulalia, Mexico.  
             Galena is in the isometric (cubic) crystal system. 
Cube shaped galena crystals are very common. The 
stepped offsets in the faces of these cubic crystals are 
also very common. Galena has a hardness of 2.5 - 2.7 
with a specific gravity of 7.58. Its streak is lead gray. Ga-
lena's color ranges from a metallic silver-gray appearance 
to dull lead-gray. Freshly fractured specimens usually 
have a metallic luster with the luster diminishing to a 
duller gray over time. Galena is easy to identify, with its 
shape, color, hardness and high specific gravity.  Galena 
gets its name from the Greek, galene, meaning "lead ore  
The following reference materials were used in preparing 
this article:  

A Field Guide to Rocks And Minerals by Frederick H. 
Pough. Mineralogy For Amateurs by John Sinkankus.  

Simon & Schusters Guide to Rocks And Minerals.  
Amethyst Galleries Mineral Gallery on the Internet at 

http://mineral. galleries.com  



March 2009 Volume 43 No. 6 

The ROCKHOUND 
Official publication of the Gem & Mineral Society of the Palm Beaches, Inc. 

Page 10 


�����122/�

���� ���� ���� 	�
� ���� �
�� ����

15 
 

16 
Open Shop 

7-9PM 
 
 

17 
Fused Glass 

ONLY 
Class/Open Shop 

9AM—Noon 
 

18 
 

Open Shop 
6—9PM 

General Work 

19 
Membership 

Meeting 
@ Garden Club 

7:30 PM 
MICRO-

MOUNTS! 

20 
Open Shop 

6-9PM 
General Work 

21 
Open Shop 

2-4 PM 
General Work 

22 
 

23 
Open Shop 

7-9PM 
 
 
 

24 
Fused Glass 

ONLY 
Class/Open Shop 

9AM—Noon 

25 
 

Open Shop 
6—9PM 

General Work 

26 
 

27 
Open Shop 

6-9PM 
General Work 

28 
 

Open Shop 
2-4 PM 

General Work 

 
 
29 

 
 
30 

Open Shop 
7-9PM 

 
 
 

 
 
31 

Fused Glass 
ONLY 

Class/Open Shop 
9AM—Noon 

 
 
1 
 

 
 
2 
Micromounter 

Meeting 
See Page 3 

For info  

 
 
3 

Open Shop 
6-9PM 

General Work 

 
 
4 

Open Shop 
2-4 PM 

General Work 

5 6 
Open Shop 

7-9PM 
 
 

7 
Fused Glass 

ONLY 
Class/Open Shop 

9AM—Noon 
Board Meeting 
@ Shop 7PM 

8 
Open Shop 

6—9PM 
General Work 

9 
 

10 
Open Shop 

6-9PM 
General Work 

11 
Open Shop 

2-4 PM 
General Work 

12 13 
Open Shop 

7-9PM 
 
 

14 
Fused Glass 

ONLY 
Class/Open Shop 

9AM—Noon 

15 
Open Shop 

6—9PM 
General Work 

16 
Membership 

Meeting 
@ Garden Club 

7:30 PM 

17 
Open Shop 

6-9PM 
General Work 

18 
Open Shop 

2-4 PM 
General Work 

19 
 
 

20 
Open Shop 

7-9PM 
 
 

21 
Fused Glass 

ONLY 
Class/Open Shop 

9AM—Noon 
 

22 
Open Shop 

6—9PM 
General Work 

23 
 

24 
Open Shop 

6-9PM 
General Work 

25 
Open Shop 

2-4 PM 
General Work 

 )��%�122/��

New shop rules are in effect . Copies are available at the shop.  
Please note on your shop waiver form that you have received and read the new rules. 

New liability forms need to be signed for 2009 for anyone using the shop. 
 $5 shop use fee is NOT charged when attending a class. Whether attending a class or using the shop, you 

must sign a Liability Waiver (New waiver must be signed after the first of every year) 
and sign the Shop’s Log book on each visit.  
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Please call the Class Coordinator, Jen Ursillo, for class schedule and availability 

561-329-4343 

CLASS INSTRUCTOR COST DATE TIME 

Art Clay Silver Michelle Renné $50 + $85 materials 
(depending on cost of silver) 

Saturday, TBD 10-4PM at the Shop 

Cabochon  
Six 3-hr sessions 

Ed Flashenburg $60 Thursday 
 

6-9PM at the Shop 

Chain Making (Beg) – Box 
Chain 

Kelly Azor $40 + $20 materials Saturday,  
Date TBD 

1-4PM at the Shop 

Chain Making (Beg) – 
Byzantine Chain 

Kelly Azor $40 + $30 materials Saturday, date 
TBD 

1-4PM at the Shop 

Chain Making (Beg) – 
Japanese Exploration  

Jen Ursillo $30 + $25 materials Tuesday, date 
TBD 

7-9:30PM at the Shop 

Chain Making (Adv) – Snake 
Chain  

Jen Ursillo $30 + $25 materials Saturday, TBD 1-4PM at the Shop 

Chain Making (Adv) – Turkish 
Round 

Jen Ursillo $30 + $25 materials Saturday, TBD 1-4PM at the Shop 

Enameling on Copper  
Two 3-hr sessions  

Hazel Levin $40 + $15 materials Two Tuesday 
afternoons TBD 

1-4PM at the Shop 

Enameling on Copper  
Two 3-hr sessions  

Hazel Levin $40 + $15 materials Two Saturday 
sessions  
TBD 

1-4PM at the Shop 

Flat Lap Ed Flashenburg $40 + $10 Supplies Wednesday 9AM—Noon at the shop 

Fused Glass 
(Beginner/Tuesday) 

Ed Flashenburg/John 
Holmstrom 

$40 + $15 materials 
Or $5.00 open shop fee 

Ongoing - 
Tuesdays – call 
to confirm 

9:30—Noon at the Shop 

Fused Glass 
(Beginner/Saturday) 

Michelle Renné $40 + $15 materials  Saturday, TBD  12-4PM at the Shop 

Fused Glass (Advanced) Michelle Renné $40 + $15 materials  Saturday, TBD  12-4PM at the Shop 

Non-solder Wire Work Michelle Renné $40 + $15 materials  Saturday, date 
TBD 

 12-4PM at the Shop 

Right Angle Weave Cubes Jen Ursillo $40 + $50 for optional kit OR 
supply list can be provided 

Saturday, TBD 1-4PM at the Shop 

<��)�����
���
�	�����	����
Members can be certified on the Society’s Jump Ringer at either the Monday or Friday night Open Shop sessions, 
Members will be certified after instruction by the Shop steward, or by demonstrating their knowledge of the equipment. 
$5.00 shop fee applies. As always, call ahead to be sure Shop will be open. 
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President*                         Jeff Ursillo                                     706-9549 

1st Vice President*            Michelle Renné                              969-3291 

2nd Vice President*           Jen Ursillo                                      329-4343 

Secretary*                         Mary Barrenechea                          969-6056 

Treasurer*                         Marv Berkowitz                             364-9696 
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Past President*                  Barbara Ringhiser                           588-5458 

Past President*                  Michelle Renné                              969-3291 

Past President*                  Jeff Ursillo                                     706-9549 

Show Chairman*               Barbara Ringhiser                           588-5458 

Show Dealer Chairman      Ellen Jean                                       931-372-8236 
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Class Coordinator              Jen Ursillo                                      329-4343 
Field Trips                         Michelle Renné                              969-3291 
Historian                           OPEN 
Hostess                             Coralie Norvell                               965-4748 
Librarian                           Aurora Siegl                                   988-7006 
Membership*                    OPEN 
Newsletter Editor*             Jeff Ursillo                                     706-9549 
Photographer                     OPEN 
Programs                           The Board 
Raffle Coordinator             Harriet Flashenburg                        733-1466 
Refreshments                    Debbie Anderson                            965-9279 
Sunshine Committee          Mary Barrenechea                          969-6056 
Social Events                     KC Foster                                       968-5287 
                                         Barbara Ringhiser                           588-5458              
Head Shop Steward           John Holmstrom                             585-7094 
Website Manager               Jen Ursillo                                      329-4343              

* Denotes a Voting Board Member 

The Gem & Mineral Society of the Palm Beaches, Inc. is a member of the 
Eastern and Southeastern Federation of Mineral and Lapidary Societies, and 
is affiliated with the American Federation of Mineralogical and Lapidary 
Societies.  Monthly meetings are held on the third Thursday of the month 
except for December which is held on the second Thursday.  Meetings start 
at 7:30 PM at the West Palm Beach Garden Club across from the South 
Florida Science Museum in Dreher Park, West Palm Beach. 
 

Gem & Mineral Society of the Palm Beaches Website 
===#�
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MEMBERSHIP DUES  
 

Junior Membership - $10.00 
(Under Age 18) 

Single Membership - $15.00 
(Over Age 18) 

Family Membership - $25.00 
 (Includes 2 adults and Children Under 

Age 18 in a single household) 
 

Membership expires on December 31st 
each year and is due by the end of Febru-
ary of the new year. To renew your 
membership, make your check or money 
order out to: 
 
Gem & Mineral Society of the Palm 
Beaches, Inc. and mail to: 
 
Membership Secretary 
Gem & Mineral Society 
P.O. Box 18095 
West Palm Beach, FL  33416 
 

NAME TAGS 
Available from: 
Ace Marking Devices ($12.00) 
3308 S. Dixie Hwy. 
West Palm Beach, FL 33405 
561—833-4073 

Open Shop schedule is 
TENTATIVE due to changing 
class schedule. Call the shop 

steward listed below 
before you go! 

Shop fee is $5 per visit, payable 
to the Shop Steward. 
SHOP STEWARDS: 

Head Steward 
 John Holmstrom 561-585-7094   

Monday PM 
Michelle Renné  561-969-3291     

Wednesday PM 
Ed Flashenburg 561-733-1466 

Friday PM   
Jeff Ursillo  561-706-9549 

Saturday PM 
Keith Allum 561-689-2565 

 
SHOP PHONE 561-585-2080 


