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The next general membership meeting will be held 

Thursday June 18, 2009 
7:30 PM at the West Palm Beach Garden Club, West Palm Beach, Fl. 

For this month’s program, Michelle Renné will be reporting on her recent “field trip” to Washington DC. 
In her own words… 

Michelle's BACK !  
“This time from Washington, DC. Did you know there's more to see and find there than the Capitol, White 
House, Lincoln Memorial, etc. THERE'S FOSSILS !!!!! Lots and lots of fossils !!!!! And she brought back a 
wide variety of what she found in a few short days including a REAL natural cast of a dinosaur footprint she 
found in a creek while collecting with well known paleoichnologist (footprint expert), Ray Stanford. Come 
see fossils from up there,” 
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The Board would like to remind everyone that there is NO selling at the regular membership meetings. The 
TY Park outings as well as the December member’s sale are available for selling. Bringing items in for an 
informal “Show and Tell” is fine, but not for sale. 
 
There is NO PARKING in the circular drive or on the grass bordering it in front of the Garden Club. We can 
park in the Parking lot that is across from the Museum, or in the grass field to the west of the Garden Club 
(left side of the building as you face the front door). 
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A crystal is one of the strangest objects of nature.  

            It is not alive, yet it grows. A crystal attracts the same kind of materials of which it is composed, ar-
ranges them with great accuracy in geometric forms, cements the parts together and holds them. Place a crys-
tal in a liquid, or vapor, composed of the same ingredients as the crystal and the process of accumulation im-
mediately begins. If a crystal is broken into two parts and placed in a bath of liquefied crystal, the broken sur-
faces will be repaired and each part will grown into another crystal, providing the other conditions favorable 
for crystal growth are present.  
            Evan after a crystal has been worn until it is but a rounded grain of sand, it will speedily become a 
crystal again if placed in a solution containing the ingredients of which it is composed. There is no known 
limit to the ability of a crystal thus to repair itself and resume its growth.  
            Under a microscope a crystalline solution can be seen forming into crystals, and it is a wonderful 
sights. First, innumerable dark spots form in the fluid; they stand still and then begin to move. It is soon seen 
that the movement arranges the spots in straight lines, like beads. The beads speedily coalesce into rods, and 
the rods arrange themselves into layers until a crystal is created. The process proceeds so rapidly that it is al-
most impossible to follow closely.  

Ref: Rock Chips, 5/06 via Lapidarian 2/08 
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           The door prize this month is a turquoise 
crystal beaded bracelet. Raffle prizes will include 
a mineral specimen with crystals in olivine ma-
trix, black pearl earrings in silver mount, and a 
dioptase crystals in matrix. And as always, there 
will be plenty of surprise raffle prizes from the 
goodie box!     Please remember, every person 
arriving before 7:30 will receive a FREE door 
prize ticket. Come early this month so you can 
get a ticket! 

Harriet Flashenburg,, Raffle Coordinator 

The Rockhound 
Copyright 2009 

by the 
Gem & Mineral Society of the Palm Beaches, Inc. 

 
Permission to reprint original material herein not otherwise copy-

righted is granted provided credit is given 
to both author and publication. 

Articles not bylined are by the Editor. 
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Please have items for the June ROCKHOUND  by  July 7. 

Submissions can be emailed to BNMJEFF@AOL.COM 
Or you can call Jeff Ursillo 561-706-9549 
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To associate persons of the Palm Beach area of 
Florida who are interested in earth sciences, to 
work together as an organization in the gathering, 
cutting, displaying, and studying of rocks, shells, 
artifacts, and any kind of scientific objects of inter-
est to the individual and the organization to pro-
mote community interest in these objects. 
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                                  Debbie Anderson                                            Kathryn Foster 
                                  Sheila Hauser                                                 Larry Nielson 
                                  Margery Prilik                                                 Evelyn Rollins 
                                  Meredith Smith                                              Ilene Taussig 
                                  Marge Toomath                                              Ingrid Webster 

What’s blue, bumpy and been seen hanging 
around the Club’s shop on Friday nights??? 

 
Watch the newsletter next month for details!!! 


(+������&,��$�-���+����#����
           The Board has decided to offer advertising 
space in the Rockhound. Ads will be business card 
sized (2 x 3 1/2 inches). The ad can advertise your 
business, or hobby related business, but do NOT 
have to be hobby related. Ads are available to mem-
bers or companies that members work for only. Ad-
vertising rates are $75 per year for 12 insertions. If 
response is strong enough, the ads will be put into a 
special advertising page. Till then, they will be ran-
domly inserted throughout the newsletter. 
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Never take someone for granted 
Hold every person close to your heart 
Because you might wake up one day 

and realize you've lost a diamond 
while you were to busy collecting stones. 

 
"Never take the advice of someone who has not had your 
kind of trouble."                                      Sidney J. Harris  
 
“I had a rose named after me and I was very flattered. 
But I was not pleased to read the description in the cata-
log: 'Not good in a bed, but fine against a wall.”              
                                                             Eleanor Roosevelt 

 
“Is life so dear, or peace so sweet, as to be purchased at 
the price of chains and slavery? Forbid it, Almighty God! 
I know not what course others may take; but as for me, 
give me liberty or give me death!"                                      
                                                                 Patrick Henry  
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The meeting was called to order by President 
Jeff Ursillo. There were nine guests. The min-
utes from the previous meeting were accepted 
as read.  
Treasurer: The treasurer’s report was posted 
for information purposes. Newsletter: Contact 
Jeff Ursillo, with any items for publication. 
The deadline for the June newsletter is June 
11th, 2009. If you would like to receive the 
newsletter via  
E-mail instead of regular mail to reduce paper, 
send an e-mail to Jeff Ursillo. 
Librarian: Aurora Siegl asked people not to 
shelf their books when they return them. 
Membership: Aurora Siegl reported that there 
were eight new members.  
Classes: Kelly Azor had a sign up list for any-
one interested in taking a Kumohimo class. 
Field Trips: No report. 
Shop: Jeff Ursillo reported that the shop was 
fine and the housekeeping is great. 
Show: Barbara Ringhiser reported that there 
are 2 large booths available but there is a wait-
ing list. Ron Ketelaar would like to redo the 
mine making it easier to set up. Viking Knit, 

Crochet and Kumohimo classes will be of-
fered during the show. Ideas for a new 
nametag design are needed. They should 
try to include the mastodon theme.  
Jeff Ursillo is looking at old ads to help 
modify current ads. The show is November 
21st and 22nd of November. It is the 40th 
anniversary of the first discovery of masto-
don remains by amateurs. It was found on 
Okeechobee Road west of the turnpike. 
Many past members of our club took part 
in the reconstruction of the remains. The 
next show meeting will be August 31st. 
Social Events: Barbara Ringhiser reported 
there are no socials planned at the moment. 
Old Business: None 
New Business: A volunteer is needed to 
head the sunshine committee. Barbara 
Ringhiser asked for volunteers to help with 
the calling committee. A big thank you was 
given to Donna Sypniewski and Bonnie 
Watts for tonight’s refreshments. 
 

Respectfully Submitted                                           
Mary Barrenechea, Secretary 
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All are welcome..if you would like to see 
a new world of beautiful, symmetrical, 
colorful, minerals, please join us. We 
have giveaways at every meeting..and, 

usually some yummy munchies.. 
feel free to bring munchies, drinks, microscope (if you have one), and an 

open mind…Directions? Questions? Call KC at 561-968-5287 

0334���������
Rosters will be available at the July 
meeting. We had held of publishing 
them in hopes that we would have an 
influx of renewals from last year, but 
that did not happen.If you do NOT 
want your contact information printed 
in the roster, please contact me 
(bnmjeff@aol.com or 561-706-9549) 
ASAP...before the end of June at the 
absolute latest and we will just list 
your name in the roster. June 30th is 
the cutoff date for this, so please, if 
you do NOT want your information 
printed, don't delay in contacting me. 
                                   Jeff Ursillo 
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              It's "Agates and Jaspers", by Ron Gibbs, just published (2009) by him via  his own publishing & website company.  You 
can read all about it, and  order it if interested, from his website, http://www.theimagebooks.com 
 
              It is indeed a real (hard copy printed) book, 239 pages (if you count the  last page, which is blank), soft cover.  It mostly 
consists of very good  color photos of all kinds of agate and jasper, but with just enough explanatory text to make for some interest-
ing reading about the different varieties and his  thoughts and summaries about how the different types of agate and  jasper may have 
formed.  I particularly appreciated (and thought,  mostly right on!) his summary about what is the difference between agate and  jas-
per, anyway?, and his discussions about what is or isn't, really  "jasper", in spite all the things that are called jasper, sometime  inac-
curately. 
 
              The back of the book and his website give a capsule bio about the author,  noting his professional backgrounds (research 

chemistry, digital  photography,  and website management) and that he 
was the website manager for the Midwest  Federation for several years, 
and now lives in North Carolina. The book sells for $40 + $4 shipping in 
U.S., shipped directly by and signed by the author. 
 
              About the only (a minor quibble) criticism I'd make about the 
book is that  it doesn't cover (or, necessarily claim to) "every type" of agate 
and  jasper--some of the pages of pictures seem to be just of whatever par-

ticular  examples of pretty and unusual-looking agate or jasper the author happened to have acquired, and sometimes the locality for 
what he shows is simply given as  "I got this from a dealer at Quartzsite who said it was from Turkey".  He  just gives a light touch to 
fortification agates overall--I don't think there  are any pictures at all of Lake Superior  or Fairburn agates--but there are  plenty of 
other books that picture these, and most of his emphasis is on plume,  moss, and sagenitic agates, and jaspers. 
 

Pete Modreski, Denver, Colorado 
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Xinhua News Agency [China], 2009-05-08  
 

A group of construction workers have accidentally 
stumbled upon a prehistoric man's cave underneath 
a Buddhist temple in southwest China's Guizhou 
Province, archaeologists said here Friday. The stone 
structure, containing hundreds of mammal fossils 
and stone implements, was between 10,000 and 
40,000 years old and presumably dated back either 
to the end of the Old Stone Age or the start of New 
Stone Age, said Cai Huiyang, a top archaeologist 
with the Guizhou Provincial Museum. "We hired 
the workers to relocate one of the Buddha statues at 
an donors's suggestion last month," said Sheng Guo, 
abbot of Simingdong Temple in Xiuwen County, in 
the northern suburbs of the provincial capital Gui-
yang. After they removed the statue, the workers 
found a hole about the size of a rice bowl, and 
caught a snake about 6 cm thick, he said. When they 
dugdeeper, they found the stone cave and the fos-
sils."  
 

���8��"&,�(�&���"�9�
Similar tracks cue study Paleontologists can't find differences be-

tween tracks continents apart 
 
LARAMIE, Wyoming - It's a Jurassic curiosity: As far 
as anyone can tell, the fossilized, three-toed dinosaur 
tracks in north-central Wyoming and on Scotland's 
coast are indistinguishable. 
 
Even after painstaking measurements and statistical 
analysis, University of Glasgow paleontologist Neil 
Clark can't identify any differences between the two 
sets of 170 million-year-old tracks. 
 
"The fact that the footprints in Wyoming and the ones 
in Scotland are so similar suggest that they may have 
been produced by a very similar kind of dinosaur, if not 
the same species," he said during a recent phone inter-
view from his home in Glasgow, Scotland. 
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Jeremy Hsu, Staff Writer LiveScience.com 

 
             Strange circles have once again appeared in the frozen sur-
face of Lake Baikal in Siberia, as spotted by astronauts aboard the 
International Space Station this April. News reports described the ice 
rings as a puzzling phenomenon. But experts say they can explain 
the mystery, and it's not aliens - methane gas rising from the lake 
floor represents the likely culprit.  
 
            Methane emissions can create a rising mass of warm water 
that begins swirling in a circular pattern because of the Coriolis 
force, or the phenomenon caused by the Earth's rotation that also 
helps create cyclones. "Once the water mass reaches the underside of 
the ice on the surface of the lake, the warm water melts the ice in a 
ring shape," said Marianne Moore, a marine ecologist at Wellesley 
College in Massachusetts who has spent much time studying Lake 
Baikal with Russian researchers. The lake is the largest (by volume) and deepest fresh water lake on Earth.  
 
            The latest ring patterns included a circle of thin ice with a diameter of 2.7 miles (4.4 km), although the 
circular patch was becoming a hole of open water. Astronauts spotted similar ice circles in both 1985 and 
1994, and satellites have also made sightings over the past years. This phenomenon is nothing new to the Rus-
sian government, which has documented circle sightings on an official Ministry of Natural Resources Web 
site.  
             
            "Interestingly, the government is also warning people that abnormally high emissions of methane may 
occur in these areas in the summer and fall, posing risks for ships," Moore told LiveScience. The Russian Min-
istry of Natural Resources points out that random emissions of natural gas have probably always occurred in 
Lake Baikal. And such emissions would have created ice rings every few years. "But, because of the huge 

size, it is practically impossible to see a ring standing on the 
ice or even from a mountain," the Ministry Web site notes. 
The Russian government has ordered daily space monitoring 
of the Lake Baikal area in recent years, which prompted 
many of the satellite sightings.  
 
            Tectonic activity deep in the Earth may be the trigger 
for such methane gas release, according to the Russian gov-
ernment. That could have major consequences for Lake Bai-
kal's rich array of plants and animals, Moore cautioned - es-
pecially in combination with a warming climate. Both could 
lead to spring ice disappearing more rapidly from Lake Bai-
kal, which can typically hold onto an ice cover through June. 
"Unlike other lakes in the world, spring ice is essential for 
the reproduction of the lake's top predator (the Baikal seal) 
and the dominant plants (under-ice phytoplankton) at the bot-
tom of the food web," Moore said. "Without spring ice, the 
food web of this lake will be disrupted substantially."  

Coprolite research takes an unexpected turn. 
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            The Ijen volcano crater on Indonesia's Java 
island is one of the world's largest craters. Sulphur 
mining is a major industry in the region, made 
possible by an active vent at the edge of a lake, 
but the work is not without risks.  

            Escaping volcanic gasses are channeled 
through a network of ceramic pipes, resulting in 
condensation of molten sulfur. The sulfur, which 
is deep red in color when molten, pours slowly 
from the ends of these pipes and pools on the 
ground, turning bright yellow as it cools. 

            The cooled material is broken into large 
pieces and carried out in baskets by the miners. 
Miners carry as many loads per day as their stam-
ina allows. The average wage is 5 cents (U.S.) per 
kilogram of sulphur and a worker - depending on 
strength and stamina - carries on average 3 baskets 
of 70-80 kg each a day, earning around 
$11.00 (U.S.). 
www.theglobenadmail.com 
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We’re delighted that you love our books.  So 
delighted that we now want you to return 
them - some have been out since February!  
If you don’t return them, we will publish 
your names in next month’s newsletter!   
 
Library Tidbit:  The Old English form of 
book comes from the Germanic word for 
"beech tree," because the early Germanic 
peoples used strips of beech wood to write 
on.  The Latin word for book is liber, where 
our word library comes from.  . Liber origi-
nally meant "bark" that is, the smooth inner 
bark of a tree, which the early Romans used 
to write on. 
 

Aurora Siegl 
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             Taxonomy, the science of classification, connects 
creatures through genealogical relationships. But taxono-
mist Carl Linné (Linnaeus) didn't stop with living organ-
isms; he applied his system to all natural objects — even 
minerals. And according to a new 
study, he may have been on to some-
thing: Iron may not pass genes to its 
rusted cousin iron oxide, but like liv-
ing organisms, minerals have evolved 
considerably over the course of 
Earth’s history. 
 
  
             Callan BentleyAbout 4.6 
billion years ago, during the earliest 
years of our solar system, Earth was 
nothing more than a molten pile-up of 
crashed meteorites enveloped by a 
cooler crust. Based on studies of modern meteorites, scien-
tists think our planet hosted about 250 different minerals at 
the time, says Robert Hazen, a research scientist at the Car-
negie Institution of Washington and lead author of the 
study. 
 
             Over the next 2 billion years, however, Earth’s 
churning interior minted new minerals. In what would be-
come the process of plate tectonics, the coolest, densest 
portions of Earth’s crust sank back into the hotter interior 
and allowing molten material to flow forth from the gaps 
left behind. This cooling and heating of rocks, along with 
the infusion of water that would come to fill our ocean ba-
sins, concentrated Earth’s elements, creating geologic mix-
ing bowls that cooked out even more varieties of minerals 
from the original mineralogical ingredients. That brought 
the total number of mineral types to about 1,500, Hazen 
and colleagues wrote in November in American Mineralo-
gist. 
 
             But Earth’s mineral story didn’t stop there. Its 
rocks had something special in store: life. 
 
             Scientists are still working through the scenarios 
that could have formed life. Many scientists are confident 
about one thing, however: Minerals, whether through vol-

canic eruptions, hydrothermal vents or asteroid impacts, helped 
to generate the organic building blocks from which all life 
evolved. But the moral of this story, Hazen says, is that life led 
to the “evolution” of nearly 3,000 new minerals. 

 
              The realization that life and min-
erals co-evolved has forced Hazen to 
think differently about early Earth, he 
says. Think back to the example of iron 
turning into iron oxide: Iron rusts because 
our atmosphere is flush with oxygen that 
binds to exposed iron. Most of that oxy-
gen came from oxygen-releasing plants 
and bacteria, which began to produce 
large amounts of oxygen about 2.2 billion 
years ago, during a period called the 
Great Oxidation Event. “If you took that 
same piece of iron 4 billion years ago and 

put it at Earth’s surface, it would … hardly alter at all for thou-
sands, maybe millions of years,” Hazen says. In today's oxygen-
rich atmosphere, it would oxidize. 
 
              Rock evolution might impact the type of mineral evi-
dence NASA seeks in its search for life beyond our planet, 
Hazen says. In addition to the clays studied in past missions, for 
example, scientists might also look for sulfides or pegmatites, 
minerals that might indicate the melting and fluid circulation that 
led to life on Earth. 
 
              The realization that life and minerals co-evolved may 
also help museums think differently about how they display their 
mineral collections, a resource that is less appreciated in the age 
of computers, says David Saja, head of mineralogy at the Cleve-
land Museum of Natural History in Ohio. (In 2006, the Academy 
of Natural Sciences in Philadelphia, Pa., auctioned off part of its 
mineral collection in an effort to keep financially afloat.) But 
mineral evolution may restore interest in these mineral collec-
tions, Saja says. The Cleveland Museum has "exhibits that start 
with the Big Bang, show the formation of stars and planets and 
eventually jump into single-celled organisms and how they 
evolved," he says. "I think mineral evolution will be the missing 
link that ties everything together.” 
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BY Brian Fisher Johnson 
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Congratulations on the grand opening of your lapidary shop! Here is a report on the opening from the FGCGMS newsletter editor 
and VP, Don Deitz... 
“We had the opening of the 'cabbing room' at the Graves Lapidary Company on Thurs. June 4   Eleven people took a tour of the 
shop and 4 did some cutting to boot!  All in all, it was a successful evening, we have several names on the cabbing class list now 
and expect that to grow in the future.  If you didn't come, you missed a fun evening. For current and further information , go to our 
webpage at www.fgcgms.com .  Dave Warner has been doing a loooot of work on the site and it has become quite functional.” 
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              If any of our current members were, or know of anyone who was involved in 
the Mastodon project in 1969, please let me know. We have approached Rock & Gem 
magazine and they feel the subject would be of interest, hopefully by the November 
issue. Bob Hundley, one our long time members, was involved in the project, and has 
provided me with a lot of material, pictures, newspaper clippings, etc. from the project. 
(Bob is in the picture to the left, just below center with a board in his hand.) 
 
              R&G is shying away from using black & white photographs since they 
switched to an all color format. And there are some great pictures of the skeleton being 
dug up, assembled and moved. I will take photos of the skeleton as it is today, hope-
fully pictures of the site where it was found and any surviving members of the crew 
that did the work. 
 
              I had a meeting with Dr. Maurice Thomas at Palm Beach Atlantic Univ. this 
week and got some great information that they had in their files. I also got permission 
from them to set up an exhibit at our show in November using bones from the same dig 
that were not used in the skeleton. There were remains from at least 4 mastodon or 

mammoths found sat the site, but only one was close to complete (90%). 
 
             I will have a single page flyer available at our meetings for anyone who is not familiar with the Mastodon and how the Soci-
ety was involved.                                                                                                                                                               Jeff Ursillo 
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An archeologist hired to assess the county's planned biotech research park site has discovered a petrified mammal bone he believes 
belonged to a prehistoric horse or mastodon. The bone, found this week in a sand-mining pit near the future home of The Scripps Re-
search Institute, is not important enough to stop or delay construction of the $200 million project, said Robert Carr, executive direc-
tor of the Davie-based consulting firm Archaeological and Historical Conservancy Inc.  
 
But it does put the county on notice that important fossils are probably scattered deep beneath the 1,920-acre property, and must be 
preserved if uncovered, Carr said. Twenty thousand years ago, mastodons, rhinoceroses, camels and giant sloths roamed this area, 
which was a savanna-like expanse of grasslands and scattered trees, scientists say.  
 
Evidence can be seen in the lobby of the South Florida Science Museum in West Palm Beach, where a 10-feet-tall young mastodon 
skeleton keeps watch. The mastodon, called "Suzie," was discovered in 1969 amid dredging work performed along western Okee-
chobee Boulevard, less than 10 miles from Mecca Farms, where Scripps will put its headquarters. The county's early drawings for the 
Scripps property call for converting about 500 acres into retention ponds and a flow-way to the Loxahatchee River. All that digging 
is likely to unearth more fossils, Carr said.  
 
"There have been a couple of other major fossil finds in Palm Beach County and this has the potential of becoming one of them," 
Carr said. "What we found so far is not necessarily significant, but if there is one fossil, there are probably more." If more are discov-
ered, they will be extracted and possibly taken to a museum, said Deputy County Administrator Verdenia Baker. "We're just happy 
that we didn't find anything that stops the work," Baker said. The county is obligated to build a headquarters and labs for Scripps by 
the fall of 2006, a timetable that leaves no room for delay.  
 
"Let's say they find another Suzie," Carr said. "All they will have to do when excavating their lake is move another 25 feet, 50 feet. 
They will be able to continue to work." Carr became famous in archeological circles when, as a Miami- Dade staff archeologist in 
1998, he uncovered the circular structure now known as the Miami Circle. Carr found the 3-inch-long bone fragment this week dur-
ing a walk near the sand mining operation on the farm's southwest corner. Based on the finding, he recommended the county monitor 
future digging.  

Story from REDORBIT NEWS: Published: 2004/03/12 
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Board  Member JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC 

J. Ursillo Y Y Y Y Y Y NO MTG      

M. Renné N Y Y N Y N NO MTG      

Jen Ursillo Y Y Y Y Y Y NO MTG      

M.  Barrenechea Y Y Y N Y N NO MTG      

M. Berkowitz Y Y Y Y Y SBR NO MTG      

B. Ringhiser Y N Y Y Y Y NO MTG      

A. Siegl    Y Y Y NO MTG      

J. Holmstrom Y Y Y Y SB SB NO MTG      
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For general information. If no one is interested, let me know. 

SB (snow bird) means up North for the summer, SBR means up north and reporting to Board. 
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              PARIS (AFP) – Millions of years ago, rivers ran in Antarctica through craggy mountain valleys that were 
strangely similar to the European Alps of today, Chinese and British scientists reported on Wednesday. In a study pub-
lished by the British journal Nature, they gave a snapshot of terrain that for aeons has lain hidden beneath ice up to sev-
eral kilometres (nearly two miles) thick. 
 
             The imaging comes from a gruelling effort by Chinese glaciologists to probe the mysterious realm beneath the 
East Antarctic heights, one of the most forbidding places in the world. In 2004-5 and again in 2007-8, the team hauled 
deep-penetrating ground radar around a box-shaped sector, measuring 30 kilometers (18 miles) by 30 kilometres, at a 
point called Dome Argus, or Dome A. 
 
             Dome A lies at 4,093 metres (13,302 feet) above sea level and has an average annual temperature of -58.4 de-
grees Celsius (-73 degrees Fahrenheit). Beneath it is an ice sheet between 1,649 and 3,135 metres thick that smothers the 
Gamburtsev mountains, a range named after a Soviet geophysicist, Grigoriy Gamburtsev, who detected the peaks in 
1958. 
 
             The radar reflections revealed "classic Alpine topography" similar to Europe's Alps, showing that once there 
were river valleys that cut their way through the mountains. Later, these valleys were gouged and deepened by glaciers. 
"The landscape has probably been preserved beneath the ice sheet for around 14 million years," says the paper. 
 
             The research chimes with deep-sea isotope records that give insights into how Earth got its polar caps. These 
suggest there was a period of global cooling, called the Eocene, between 52 and 34 million years ago. Then came two 
progressively sharper periods of cooling, linked to a fall in levels of naturally-produced greenhouse gases in the atmos-
phere -- the same gases that, man-made, are today blamed for warming. 
 
             Changes in Earth's orbit and the formation of the frigid current that flows around Antarctica contributed to the 
process of placing the continent in a deep freeze. The first of the big chills came at the start of what is called the Oligo-
cene period, around 34 million years ago, when glaciers first started to form in Antarctica. The Gamburtsev mountains, 
because of their high altitude, were probably one of the places where glaciation first began, the scientists believe. At the 
time, there would have been a mean summer temperature of three degrees C (37 degrees F), they estimate. The second 
cooling spurt came some 14 million years ago, characterised by a plunge in temperatures of around six to seven degrees 
C (10.8-12.6 degrees F), reaching up to eight degrees C (14.4 degrees F) in the Transantarctic Mountains, the spine that 
divides East from West Antarctica. 
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14 15 
Open Shop 

7-9PM 
 

Call first 
Michelle 

561-969-3291 

16 
 

17 
 

18 
Membership 

Meeting 
@ Garden Club 

7:30 PM 

19 
Open Shop 

6-9PM 
General Work 

Call first 
Jeff 

561-706-9549 

120 
 

21 
 
 

22 Open Shop 
7-9PM 

Call first 
Michelle 

561-969-3291 

23 
 

24 
 

25 
 

26 
Open Shop 

6-9PM 
General Work 

Call first 

27 
 

 
 
28 

 
 
29  Open Shop 

7-9PM 
 

Call first 
Michelle 

561-969-3291 

 
 
30 

 

 
 
1 
 

2 
 
2 
 
Micromounter 

Meeting 
See Page 3 

 
 
3  Open Shop 

6-9PM 
General Work 

Call first 
Jeff 

561-706-9549 

 
 
4 

Happy 
Birthday 

America!! 

5 6  
Open Shop 

7-9PM 
 

Call first 
Michelle 

7 
 

No Board 
Meeting 
In July 

8 
 

9 

 
10 

Open Shop 
6-9PM 

General Work 
Call first 

Jeff 

11 
 

12 13 
Open Shop 

7-9PM 
 

Call first 
Michelle 

561-969-3291 

14 
 

15 
 

16 
Membership 

Meeting 
@ Garden Club 

7:30 PM 

17 
Open Shop 

6-9PM 
General Work 

Call first 
Jeff 

561-706-9549 

18 
 

19 
 
 

20 
Open Shop 

7-9PM 
 

Call first 
Michelle 

561-969-3291 

21 
 

22 
 

23 
 

24 
Open Shop 

6-9PM 
General Work 

Call first 
Jeff 

561-706-9549 

25 
 

%"�)�0334��

Copies of the new shop rules are available at the shop.  
Please note on your shop waiver form that you have received and read the new rules. 

New liability forms need to be signed in 2 places for anyone using the shop. 
 $5 shop use fee is NOT charged when attending a class. Whether attending a class or using the shop, you 

must sign a Liability Waiver (New waiver must be signed after the first of every year) 
and sign the Shop’s Log book on each visit.  

Please remember to call the listed shop stewards for Open Shop nights to be sure the shop will be open. 
It is best to call the day before. 
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At the April Board meeting, it was decided to have members interested in classes contact the teacher di-
rectly to schedule a class, as opposed to contacting the Coordinator. The teachers will then be responsible 
for contacting the Head Shop Steward to make sure the shop is available. The class coordinator will be a 
central information point between teachers and the Society and will still report on classes at the meetings. 

CLASS INSTRUCTOR COST DATE TIME 

Art Clay Silver Michelle Renné 
561-969-3291 

$50 + $85 materials 
(depending on cost of silver) 

Saturday, TBD 10-4PM at the Shop 

Cabochon  
Six 3-hr sessions 

Ed Flashenburg 
561-733-1466 

$60 Thursday 
 

6-9PM at the Shop 

Chain Making (Beg) – Box 
Chain 

Kelly Azor 
561-688-7903 

$30 + $25 materials Saturday,  
Date TBD 

1-4PM at the Shop 

Chain Making (Beg) – 
Byzantine Chain 

Kelly Azor 
561-688-7903 

$30 + $25 materials Saturday, 
date TBD 

1-4PM at the Shop 

Chain Making (Beg) – 
Japanese Exploration  

Jen Ursillo 
561-329-4343 

$30 + $25 materials Tuesday, 
date TBD 

7-9:30PM at the Shop 

Chain Making (Adv) – Snake 
Chain  

Jen Ursillo 
561-329-4343 

$30 + $25 materials Saturday, 
date TBD 

1-4PM at the Shop 

Chain Making (Adv) – Turkish 
Round 

Jen Ursillo 
561-329-4343 

$30 + $25 materials Saturday, 
date TBD 

1-4PM at the Shop 

Enameling on Copper  
Two 3-hr sessions  

Hazel Levin 
561-439-6915 

$40 + $15 materials Two Tuesday 
afternoons TBD 

1-4PM at the Shop 

Enameling on Copper  
Two 3-hr sessions  

Hazel Levin 
561-439-6915 

$40 + $15 materials Two Saturday 
sessions  
TBD 

1-4PM at the Shop 

Flat Lap Ed Flashenburg 
561-733-1466 

$40 + $10 Supplies Wednesday 9AM—Noon at the shop 

Faceting KC Foster 
561-968-5287 
 

$80 + $20 materials 
6 sessions 

Monday 5 PM at the shop 

Fused Glass 
(Beginner/Tuesday) 

Ed Flashenburg/John 
Holmstrom 
561-733-1466 

$40 + $15 materials 
Or $5.00 open shop fee 

Ongoing - 
Tuesdays – call 
to confirm 

9:30—Noon at the Shop 

Fused Glass 
(Beginner/Saturday) 

Michelle Renné 
561-969-3291 

$40 + $15 materials  Saturday, 
date TBD 

 12-4PM at the Shop 

Fused Glass (Advanced) Michelle Renné 
561-969-3291 

$40 + $15 materials  Saturday, 
date TBD 

 12-4PM at the Shop 

Non-solder Wire Work Michelle Renné 
561-969-3291 

$40 + $15 materials  Saturday, 
date TBD 

 12-4PM at the Shop 

Kumihimo 
(Japanese Weaving) 

Kelly Azor 
561-688-7903 

$20 + $15 kit TBD 9-12 or 1-4PM at the shop 

Right Angle Weave Cubes Jen Ursillo 
561-329-4343 

$40 + $50 for optional kit OR 
supply list can be provided 

Saturday, 
date TBD 

1-4PM at the Shop 
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President*                         Jeff Ursillo                                     706-9549 

1st Vice President*            Michelle Renné                              969-3291 

2nd Vice President*           Jen Ursillo                                      329-4343 

Secretary*                         Mary Barrenechea                          969-6056 

Treasurer*                         Marv Berkowitz                             364-9696 
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Past President*                  Barbara Ringhiser                           588-5458 

Past President*                  Michelle Renné                              969-3291 

Past President*                  Jeff Ursillo                                     706-9549 

Show Chairman*               Barbara Ringhiser                           588-5458 

Show Dealer Chairman      Ellen Jean                                       931-372-8236 
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Class Coordinator              Jen Ursillo                                      329-4343 
Field Trips                         Michelle Renné                              969-3291 
Historian                           OPEN 
Hostess                             Coralie Norvell                               965-4748 
Librarian                           Aurora Siegl                                   988-7006 
Membership*                    Aurora Siegl                                   988-7006 
Newsletter Editor*             Jeff Ursillo                                     706-9549 
Photographer                     Lo Rain/Aurora Siegl 
Programs                           The Board 
Raffle Coordinator             Harriet Flashenburg                        733-1466 
Refreshments                    Debbie Anderson                            965-9279 
Sunshine Committee          Mary Barrenechea                          969-6056 
Social Events                     KC Foster                                       968-5287 
                                         Barbara Ringhiser                           588-5458              
Head Shop Steward           John Holmstrom                             585-7094 
Website Manager               Jen Ursillo                                      329-4343              

* Denotes a Voting Board Member 

The Gem & Mineral Society of the Palm Beaches, Inc. is a member of the 
Eastern and Southeastern Federation of Mineral and Lapidary Societies, and 
is affiliated with the American Federation of Mineralogical and Lapidary 
Societies.  Monthly meetings are held on the third Thursday of the month 
except for December which is held on the second Thursday.  Meetings start 
at 7:30 PM at the West Palm Beach Garden Club across from the South 
Florida Science Museum in Dreher Park, West Palm Beach. 
 

Gem & Mineral Society of the Palm Beaches Website 
666�,���&(��&�����--� ���

MEMBERSHIP DUES  
 

Junior Membership - $10.00 
(Under Age 18) 

Single Membership - $15.00 
(Over Age 18) 

Family Membership - $25.00 
 (Includes 2 adults and Children Under 

Age 18 in a single household) 
 

Membership expires on December 31st 
each year and is due by the end of Febru-
ary of the new year. To renew your 
membership, make your check or money 
order out to: 
 
Gem & Mineral Society of the Palm 
Beaches, Inc. and mail to: 
 
Membership Secretary 
Gem & Mineral Society 
P.O. Box 18095 
West Palm Beach, FL  33416 
 

NAME TAGS 
Available from: 
Ace Marking Devices ($12.00) 
3308 S. Dixie Hwy. 
West Palm Beach, FL 33405 
561—833-4073 

Open Shop schedule is 
TENTATIVE due to changing 
class schedule. Call the shop 

steward listed below 
before you go! 

Shop fee is $5 per visit, payable 
to the Shop Steward. 

 
SHOP STEWARDS: 

Head Steward 
 John Holmstrom 561-585-7094    

 
Monday PM 

Michelle Renné  561-969-3291     
 

Friday PM   
Jeff Ursillo  561-706-9549 

 
SHOP PHONE 561-585-2080 


