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The next general membership meeting will be held

Thursday July 16, 2009

7:30 PM at the West Palm Beach Garden Club, West PaaunlB Fl.

The July program is going to be Dr. Arthur Katz and hisldvof geodes. Dr. Katz, a cardiothoracic surgeon
in Palm Beach county will join us in July to discinss collection of geodes. Geodes are a variable phenome-
non and therefore, many theories exist to explain howahe created. Dr. Katz will be here to share his
knowledge and answer questions. Feel free to bring a p@woeybur collection for discussion!

The Board would like to remind everyone that there is Ni{ihgeat the regular membership meetings. The
TY Park outings as well as the December member’sasalavailable for selling. Bringing items in for an
informal “Show and Tell” is fine, but not for sale.

There is NO PARKING in the circular drive or on tiy@ss bordering it in front of the Garden Club. We can
park in the Parking lot that is across from the Museunm the grass field to the west of the Garden Club
(left side of the building as you face the front door).

s mentioned in the June Rockhound, we will be having aapr@awing this month for

' the 40th Anniversary of the Apollo 11 Moon Landing. My daug&n and | collabo-

" rated on the piece pictured. The stone is cut from Perarsigl Moonstone, collected by a
. friend of mine in that area. While Moonstone is Flosdstate gem, it is not found natu-

' rally here. | chose American sourced Moonstone foc#feto “keep it in the family” so

- to speak. Tickets will be the same as the regulderadkets; $1 each or 6 for $5.

Jeff & Jen Ursillo

We will be testing this for the next few months.Héte is good response to it, come fall when the slap st
ards are back to full strength, we will possible add ndanes. For now it will be every other Saturday starting
July 18, from 9AM to noon. If different hours would betbe that is a possibility, but again, it all depends on
how much members use the shop.
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_ The Board has decided to offer advertising
I am pleased to announce that there will - gpace in the Rockhound. Ads will be business card
be raffle items at the July meeting!! For those  gjzed (2 x 3 1/2 inches). The ad can advertise your
that missed the June meeting, my car was in the pysiness, or hobby related business, but do NOT
shop getting a new water pump and timing belt. haye to be hobby related. Ads are available to mem-
It was to be ready that Thursday, but as some-  pers or companies that members work for only. Ad-
times happens, it wasn't. All the raffle items, vertising rates are $75 per year for 12 insertions. If
door prize tickets, name tags, etc., wereinthe response is strong enough, the ads will be put into a
car, and | did not realize it till I got to the meet-  gpecial advertising page. Till then, they will be ran-

Ing. _ _ domly inserted throughout the newsletter.
The good news is that we will have more

raffle prizes this month! o 0 I"#
The door prizes for July will be a tur- 1) What is the mineral name of ice?

guoise crystal beaded bracelet and a serpentine 2)
oval pendant. Raffle prizes will include a mineral
specimen with crystals in olivine matrix, black 3)
pearl earrings in silver mount, a dioptase crystals
in matrix, red crystal earrings, tiger eye bracelet,
and an ammonite fossil. As always, there will be
plenty of surprise raffle prizes from the goodie
box! Please remember, every person arriving ( )

before 7:30 will receive a FREE door prize
ticket. Come early this month so you cangeta  TO associate persons of the Palm Beach area of Flor-

What do these have in common: lead, belt,

polynya, hommocks?

What do these have in common: Suevite, hyalo-

clastite, lechatelierite, tektite?
Answers elsewhere in the Rockhound....

ticket! ida who are interested in earth sciences, to work to-
| am also in need of someone to take over gether as an organization in the gathering, cutting,

selling the raffle tickets at the meetings till No-  displaying, and studying of rocks, shells, artifacts,

vember while Harriet is up North. Harriet has and any kind of scientific objects of interest to the

everything pre-packaged by month, so it's not a  individual and the organization to promote commu-
lot of work, just putting the items out at the meet- hity interest in these objects.
ing and selling tickets.

The Rockhound
Copyright 2009
by the
9% &' Gem & Mineral Society of the Palm Beaches, Inc.
Please have items for the August ROCKHOUND by o _ . ) ) )
August 13.Submissions can be emailed to Permission to reprint original matf_erlal herel_n_not_nm:ae copyt
BNMJEFF@AOL.COM righted is granted provided credit is given

; 20A. to both author and publication.
SRRl Ut ok Articles not bylined are by the Editor.

Jeff
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The meeting was called to order by Presidefit Ursillo. There
were no guests. The minutes from the previous meeting we
accepted as read.

Treasurer: The treasurer’s report was posted for information
purposes.

Newsletter: ContactJeff Ursillo, with any items for publication.
If you would like to receive the newsletter via E-niadtead of
regular mail to reduce paper, send an e-maletoéUrsillo.
Website: Jennifer Ursillo reported that there are new pictures
up of the steak dinner, TY park picnic avdry Barrenechea’s
presentation at the school district. She encouraged exetgo
check them out and thank@drrora Siegl for the pictures.
Classes: Jennifer Ursillo reported that the classes seemed to
going well.Kelly Azor had samples and a sign up sheet with
dates and times for kumohimo classes.

Librarian: Aurora Siegl was not present but returned books
could be given tdeff Ursillo.

Membership: Jeff Ursillo reported that the new rosters would
be coming out next month.

Field Trips: Michelle Renné reported that Peace River is 4
inches above normal. A trip to Venice Beach is cguip. A
visit to Morikami Museum, Art Glass shop in Delrayddn
Alan Meltzer’'s house are possible field trips. Anyameriested
contact Michelle.

Shop: Jeff Ursillo reported that everything in the shop was
going well. It is now open on Mondays and Fridays artdrd t
day may be added.

Show: Barbara Ringhiser reported that there were 7 dealers
that they were unable to contact but there are 12ideah the
waiting list. Some large booths may be divided makinglkem
booths to meet the demand. The next show meetindpavill
August 31st.

Social Events: Barbara Ringhiser reported that the next TY
Park picnic will be October 4th, 2009.

Old Business: Lo Rain volunteered to be the sunshine
committee chairperson.

New Business:Jeff Ursillo reported thadanis Perryman’s
mother passed away.

Respectfully Submitted
Mary Barrenechea, Secretary

July 2009 Volume 43 No. 11

7

For those of you who weren't able to come
to the last meeting to see my "finds" from my re-
cent trip to Maryland, | will have them on display
at our show in November.

The Peace River went from 40" BELOW
normal to 48" ABOVE normal in 2 weeks ! Yup,
the season's over for that ! This was the first yea
in MANY | didn't get there. Ruck's Pit is still open
but, as any of you know who have gone there in the
summer, it's pretty hot - even with a tent and run-
ning water. Still discussing Venice Beach area or
Sanibel Island. Morikami Museum will probably
have to wait until fall. Another trip to Titusville to
see/buy fossils, shark teeth / jaws, Asian art objects
can be on a Saturday with advanced notice. | like to
go to Lantana beach at low tide with my river
sifter , colander, "Florida snow shovel" for shells,
coral and shark teeth - snorkeling is optional. Want
to get a group together to go the upper Keys for a
day to collect black coral washed up on the
beaches. Some Saturday | am planning to get a few
together at the shop to show members how to fuse
glass, metalsmith, torch beads, enamel, mini clay
pieces and who knows what else ! It will be broken
up into 1 hour sessions.

Anyone who is interested in the any of the
above, please email me at fgmr4@aol.com or call
me at 561/989-3291. If you have any suggestions
let me know, too.

Michelle Renné

( &

$ "#H#

All are welcome..if you would like to see a new world
of beautiful, symmetrical, colorful, minerals, pleage
join us. We

have giveaways at every meeting..and, usually sgme
yummy munchies.. feel free to bring munchies, drinks,
microscope (if you have one), and an open mind]..
Directions? Questions? Call KC at 561-968-528]

~r
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Blue Coral!
The coral is usually available as broken pieces at st and aquarium stores. In the last month or so, it
has become very hard to find. | went to 4 shell shop2atliarium stores with no luck. It seems to be
seasonal, so hopefully it will be available again s@snt is fun material to cut. It is relatively sadn a par
with malachite, and takes a great shine. | have talenfdr as the 50,000 diamond belt with no need to
S ... polish it. Which is just as well, as with all thoseytholes, it

-i, .gwould be a nightmare to clean the polish off!

W ' This unique species is the sole member of the order Hetiopa.
o2, ‘Blue corals are thus named for their distinctive, penéy blue
skeleton, which is generally hidden by greenish-grey or blite po
: yps (2). The coral polyp is ba5|cally an anemone-like ahihat

4 at the base of
which it is joined
to other polyps to form a colony. The polyps of the blue
coral each have eight tentacles (2), and the coloores f |
branching, plate-like or columnar colonies.

Range
Occurs in the Indo-Western Pacific, generally betweénl
and 25°S, where it is relatively uncommon.

BlOlOgy iyt ‘ Andru Seale / imaggquestmarine. cu\m
Blue corals are hermatypic corals, and therefore hadeeoscopic algae
(zooxanthellae) living within their tissues. Through phghtisesis, these
symbiotic algae produce energy-rich molecules thatdhal polyps can
| use as nutrition . In return, the coral provides the
- zooxanthellae with protection, and access to sunlight .

Blue corals reproduce sexually by brooding. Instead ¢
releasing eggs and sperm into the water where the fe

zed egg develops into larvae, like many corals do, th-
larvae of blue corals develop inside the polyps. Each
polyp produces one or two larvae, which subsequent
attach themselves onto the colony before release. Tt

may allow the larvae to develop further, and thus whemthature larvae are released ir
the water column it is able to settle in quickly. Timeans that the larvae will settle in a
habitat that is already proven to be suitable for adolivtjr and reproduction. The larvac
of blue coral have not been observed to swim, and tispsrgal of this coral is deter-
mined by water movement.

"All things are connected. Whatever befalls the eartallsehe children of the earth.'Ghief Seattle
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Calcite is possibly the commonest mindva the collector will encounter, is surely one of theest known
minerals. And while the name might seem to lack the istioovertones of such names as orpiment and cinnabar,
that is only because it was given with the beginnings of ni@iogy as a science, to a substance which had so many
names that all peoples had to agree on one, and dagpens to be that one. Older names include lapisyicesica
saxum calcis, kalkstein, kalkspat, calcareous spaiit galidinger, 1845) caliza. Kalk comes from a Greek word f
little stones.

Like others of our carbonate group, caldite forms rock formations; as a rock it is knownimestone.
Limestone is precipitated from seawater and in the deepsritsaccumulates in thick layers, their weight grdgual
depressing the sea floor so that the water depth on tllegemay remain constant for many thousands of years. In
time, an enormous thickness of lime deposits accumul@tediually they harden into rock by solution and reatyst
lization. With sufficient heat and pressure, limestomelmecome marble, another rock formation that is esdlgntia
calcite. The rocks do not interest the mineral collediot during the induration, cavities often develop in thegock
and become lined with crystals of calcite and of othigreral substances, which may have been present in minor
amounts in the lime beds. Crystal-lined limestone quaopkets are among the most interesting places for the-collec
tor to obtain specimens; in discussions of celestalmite, sphalerite, fluorite and the like, will be foundntion
of good localities where limestone is quarried.

Calcite has more different crystal fattean any other mineral. Almost equally ubiquitous guéstzexam-
ple, displays only a dozen or so different crystal fadbtsse indexed on calcite number in the hundreds. With s
many possibilities, in spite of the thousands of occurremsasy specimens of calcite that we see in collectioms a
distinctive and recognizable to the expert without necessijtétie reading of a label. Why this should be the case has
never been thoughtfully considered. Perhaps it is due teatbe with which calcite forms and the variety of condi
tions in which it is stable. There are certain veryid&sms, we can suggest the scalenohedron, the rhombohedron
and basal plates. One of the projects at Dr. Victor Gbidgit's Institute of Crystallography in Heidelberg waes t
preparation of spheres of an easily grown water-solulgitadrlike alum (prepared from a cube already grown in the
solution) and then allow them to commence to restore theassil a pure solution, or in a contaminated one (sugar
or glue makes alum grow in octahedrons, other conditiongingmg the same). By interrupting its return to a cube
and measuring the facets present at each stage in thraties), it was possible to index numerous planes thatdwou
never occur on an original alum crystal or on the fihalp®. Possibly, the explanation of calcite's proliferagion
forms lies in a natural regrowth experiment of the saype.tUnder high temperatures we know that calcite forms
flat, basal plates. Under some low temperature conditioalersthedrons are the rule, under others, perhaps depend-
ent upon contaminants, rhombohedrons prevail With long cadiguwowth, solution compositions and temperature
surely do change, but calcium carbonate is so stable andaatftuhdt it continues to be present and separable. A
habit that was once stable is about to be replaced blgeanatore adapted to the new conditions, but, with a cessa-
tion of the mineralizing solution, growth could easilysehefore the fully adapted form is complete. Sometim@es
can see the earlier growth stages preserved in cakpeantoms, but the fact that we more often don't doeseast m
that the habit did not change, merely that there washange of color or deposition of discrete particles tbnm
the earlier stage and make the phantoms we can occhsge®l It seems probable that the unequalled number of
forms for which calcite is notable can be attributechtothree above mentioned distinctly different shapes stable un-
der different conditions, and the freezing of intermedittges in the transition of one basic shape to another by an
interruption of the process before equilibrium was agttmined Other minerals either don't have so many basically
stable forms, form much less often, ~ or are mateal of the depositional requirements, hence calcéads alone
among minerals in its crystal complexity.

Another type of calcite, or marble, if you will, thatight be mentioned is onyx. This is crystalline calcite,
but deposited in layers, to make a banded formation. Gavedis can be coated with onyx layers, stalactitesstand

(Continued on page 6)
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lagmites, show a concentric layering of onyx, and hot or €@@ rich springs can build up great mounds of calcite
onyx. In Tecali, Mexico, such layers are mined for the onyxte carvings for which nearby Pueblo is so well
known.

Among the tinted transparent to translucergtals the commonest is straw yellow to gold. The dapir
State calcite is very commonly golden in hue. Deep ambet-tmieite crystals come from Rosarita Beach in Baja
California. Brilliant gemmy orange crystals have relyebéeen found with the witherite and fluorite in IllisoiLight
violet calcite came from Sterling Bush, NY, or Gananoqugebec and characterized especially the old time tdinne
rhombohedrons from the Joplin area. The violet hue somesiemss to fade on exposure to light. Cloudy pink crys-
tals of a very delicate hue have been found in Silve@atorado and Easter Cave, West Australia. Fine piggvel
ages and white-coated rhombs have been found at NaicagdMé&xusts of cloudy green rhombohedrons have been
found in Mexican specimens. Onyx may be tinted brown, yetiogreen, depending upon impurities present when it
was deposited. A cavern onyx of a rich violet red hue, fP@mamoea, Spain, owes its color to cobalt that leached
down into a readily soluble limestone formation beneatmdssane bed with a thin seam of cobalt oxide bearing ma-
terial above, to get into the depositing onyx at the top of thelynugbed.

The Joplin region is notable for calcite specimensahasometimes truly enormous, weighing many kilos and grown
perhaps a meter long. The common form is scaletrohadraérBy twins and basal twins are frequent. Often the
Joplin crystals an very golden and gemmy, though they are Hegkmd Spar"-like in flawlessness. A lilac hue
seems to lie deep within some of the golden points; gianheés rhombohebra found in some abundance at one time
were typically very lilac, though always there is a goldeercast. Purer lilac tints mark the crystals thaevieand

in a pocket at Sterling Bush, New York, some of which Haen collected into a reproduction of the pocket for a
museum display. A less collected, lesser known, but gdodlecaource is the Tri-State lead district of northidin

nois, lowa, and Wisconsin. In the zinc mine at Shullsbéfigconsin, very fine calcite crystals have been foand i
pockets that were opened in anticlinal rolls in theniation. The pockets often contained marcasite-crusted phan-
toms. The phantoms showed that in their first growth theene steep scalenohedrons and later found a flat scaleno-
hedral habit more to their liking, though perhaps it was ardjage on the way to being simple rhombohedrons and
they nearly made it. Brown County, Indiana, golden tedcare attractive, interesting and within some arecting-

tals of a rare iron sulphide known as smythite.

Fine Mexican calcites are the basal plate crystals fhendanburite occurrence at Charcas and San Luis Potosi.
These crystals are fabulous. Enormous groups have beenviidhraystals as big across as a dinner plate and six,
eight or ten centimeters thick. The bases are whitesirety, the sides shiny and smooth, white to gray. Gpayss
in the center of the base faces sometimes show tiny damblusters. It seems likely that there is some phad&m
velopment in these crystals, but their opacity preventsons $eeing it.

Calcite crystals can be very large, and enormous rhombolseciaorbe cleaved 'S 999
from them. These too, make attractive specimens. At Nfmicaxample, it has
been possible to get pink cleavage rhombs ten centimetens erge. As time
goes on we shall ever be seeing new calcite shapes frononeves, the suppl
of this mineral will surely be endless. Calcite is treqtly fluorescent; a small
content of manganese is enough to make it glow red under al&taight. The
colorful mineral assemblages from Franklin, New Jerséychwve see in the
black light displays, owe their red fluorescence stmalt-lived orange phosphore$
cence to a very little manganese. Too much mangawadd kill the response. Calcite|
from a Texas locality fluoresces blue and phosphordsngsafterwards in pink. Orande
is another common phosphorescent and fluorescent heieeMom see good faceted
stones of calcite. It is not easy to cut and thetfadges are often very rounded. The
commonest cut stones we see are the amber onefbsanita Beach, Baja, California,
but one could easily get clear Iceland Spar for a ederstone. The gemmy orange ll}i-
nois calcite might make interesting stones.
By Frederick H. Pough, Ph.D, Lapidary Journal 10f71
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Scientists give the San Andreas Fault a 3-D close-up
KTLA News June 22, 2009

PASADENA -- A new NASA radar project could help uncoehies to the timing of a mega-earthquake hitting Sauth
California. In other words, they hope to be able to ptétle big one."

Scientists at the Jet Propulsion Lalooyeih Pasadena are using a very precise radar, strépgiesibottom of a jet flying
45,000 feet over California, to measure exact surfacat@as along the southern-most section of the Sairefs fault.

For the first time, scientists will get extremely accurate picture of the earth's surfacetinedault. As earthquake-
inducing stress builds up, they expect to be able to deiaciges in elevations by overflying the area and takingmeasurements.

Scientists say they'll map the San Aadrand adjacent faults, segment by segment. Then, palipdihey'll repeat the
same radar observations. Scientists hope to be@hbledsure deformations in the crust that might ocauwdsm observations.

A special NASA jet will begin the ovegfhts soon, and will eventually map some 600 miles of/Safreas fault and its
related splinters, from north of San Francisco to Yulm&ona.

Scientists use a broad of array of tawltisten” to the San Andreas and other faults in &ortetio detect changes on or be-
low the earth's surface. They dig trenches and plateiments such as seismographs, creep meters anchs#tess into the
ground. And scientists have long known that Los Ang&an, Diego and Riverside are creeping north at 1.4 inchgeaepast
San Bernardino, Lancaster and the rest of North Araefihis slippage occurs regularly along some parts @dheAndreas, but it
has been locked up in southern-most California for more328 years.

Some scientists believe that because ties been no major movement in such a long period ef &arth movement in
the jammed-up faults could inflict severe damage in Losehasy San Diego, and even as far east as Phoenix.

Other studies have already indicatedstnands of the fault in the Salton Sea area are extreetgtressed. A recent
chain of small earthquakes east of Borrego Springs artld of El Centro was feared to have over-stressednthin fault, according
to JPL.

Space technology is increasingly being tseétermine earth movements. The new airborneftowl JPL is called the
Uninhabited Aerial Vehicle Synthetic Aperture RadarJAVSAR. UAVSAR flies aboard a modified NASA Gulfstredll aircraft
which is equipped with an advanced navigation system so ftycquite precisely over the same path -- to an accuragytbin 15
feet.

Over time, scientists will be abletieasure the slow surface deformations involved in tildup and release of strain
along earthquake faults.

%) 8 <( $=>*
It's finally happened —our Library’s very own “Corner&tiame”. This is not a good thing. The following
members have had their books out since February! Hnemnany more books out, so please return ypur
books to the library at the July meeting or you too s&k your name in print in the “Corner of Shame”|:)

Arlene Lazarro: “Jewelry Art Picture Achive”
Coralie Norvell “Indian Silversmithing”

We want you to enjoy the materials — just please retem g0 other people can enjoy them too!
Remember, the loan period is only ONE month. Thank you!
Aurora Siegl, Librariar
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In your heart are you a Rock Hound? Do you long to bdoous but something (age, illness, time) have
kept you inside? This list is for you! It is mostly cenetd on resources in the USA - please feel free to use

the comment space to add international information!

Rock Hound Station 1:
http://www.rockhoundstation1.com/

DZRTGRLS:
http://www.dzrtgrls.com

Rock Hound Notes:
http://www.rockhoundnotes.com/

Rock Watch:
http://www.rockwatch.org.uk/

Cyber Rock Hound:
http://www.cyberrockhound.com/

Rock Hound Blog:
http://rockhoundblog.com/?cat=5

Rock Hounders:
http://www.rockhounders.com/

Links for Kids or Educators:

Rock Hounds with Rocky:
http://www.fi.edu/fellows/fellowl/oct98/index2.
html

Rock Hound Kids:
http://www.rockhoundkids.com/

Rock Minerals Fossils for Kids!:

http://www.rocksmineralsandfossilsforkids.com/

View World Class Collections from your arm-
chair:

Rock Hound Hall of Fame:
http://www.rockhoundhalloffame.org/

Smithsonian - Nat'l Museum of Natural History:
http://www.minerals.si.edu/

July 2009 Volume 43 No. 11

Videos of the Tucson Gem and Mineral Show
(and so much more)
http://www.the-vug.com/vug/vugfilms.html

Groups/Forums (exchange info with Rock
Hounds around the world):

On EONS (must be 55+ to join this commu-
nity):

Lapidary & Metal Arts:
http://www.eons.com/groups/group/lapidary-
andamp-metal-arts

Collecting Rocks and Minerals:
http://www.eons.com/groups/group/collecting-
rocks-and-minerals

On Yahoo Groups:
Lapidary List:
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/LapidaryList/

Rock Collecting and Field Trips:
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/
Rock_Collecting_and_Field_Trips/

Rockhounds:
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/rockhounds/

Rockhounds Club:
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/
rockhoundsclub/

] "H#
1) Ice
2) All occur in the Artic ice cap. They ar
names of ice formations or breaks in
ice
3) All have a glassy look/feel to them.
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For general information. If no one is interestedmetknow.
SB (snow bird) means up North for the summer, SBRisiea north and reporting to Board.

Board Member| JAN FEB MAR APR | MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT | NOV DEC
J. Ursillo Y Y Y Y Y Y NO MTG
M. Renné N Y Y N Y NO MTG
Jen Ursillo Y Y Y Y Y Y NO MTG
M. Barrenecheq Y Y Y N Y NO MTG
M. Berkowitz Y Y Y Y Y SBR |NOMTG
B. Ringhiser Y N Y Y Y Y NO MTG
A. Siegl Y Y Y NO MTG
J. Holmstrom Y Y Y Y SB SB [NOMTG

By Sid Perkins May 26th, 2009

FOSSILS WITH A VIEWX petrified forest now high in the Andes (including ftiged leaves, inset) provides scientists with a rare
and detailed look at an ancient tropical forest ecosyste

The fossilized remains of a South Anariforest buried by volcanic ash are providing scientigbsavdetailed look at a
tropical forest ecosystem from millions of years ago.

The petrified forest, known as El BosRe¢rificado Piedra Chamana, covers a 1-by-0.5-kilometariangorthwestern
Peru, Deborah Woodcock, a paleoclimatologist at Clark Usityen Worcester, Mass., and her colleagues repahnieiduly-

August GSA Bulletin. Fossils at the site include both large trunks and leaves — a rarity for low-latitude ftgesince tropical
heat dramatically accelerates the decompositiongzfroc matter. Analyses of leaf size and shape hint thavérege annual tem-
perature at the site around 39.4 million years ago, \ieeforest was growing, was above 25° Celsius.

Some of the fossils are 1-meter-taiirgis, still standing upright with their petrified ropteserved in the ancient, now-
solidified soil. Many of the other fossils are logsttheoriented along a northwest-southeast directiogelfeer, these data suggest
that the forest was buried waist-deep in volcanic ash ft nearby eruption and then smothered by a flow of askrthpped the
trees off and entombed them, Woodcock says.

Now 100 kilometers from the coast and abeli®@meters high in the Andes, the site sat near sdaalebe time of the
killer eruption, Woodcock and her colleagues report. “Thexdot of biological interest in tropical forestsiiehose of today and
of the past,” Woodcock says. South American foreststtaenost diverse forests in the world, but we don’wkadot about their
history,” she notes.

2% 3 & (% 3 ( ( %
by Jody Lee Dorman via the Rockhounder, June 2008

By whatever name you call it, there has been no subdiuel for this very useful mineral.
Halite has been used since the prehistoric days fotiaatar in industry. In purification, potassium and
magnesium salts, bromine, and iodine are obtained as by-proGhtisne from salt is used as a bleach
and in water purification. In addition, salt is usedaad preparation, and as a preservative.

The mineral is also used in chemical indessin the manufacture of soda ash for glass products,
in soap making and metallurgy. All halite comes from the lsagers of rock salt mark areas where seas
dried up in ancient time. In many places salt is side by evaporating sea water in shallow basins.
Southeast Texas and southern Louisiana have numerodssasits. Halite is mined by shaft mining or
by pumping water into the deposit and later pumping out the biHalite is colorless when pure, but is
usually discolored some shade of yellow, red, gray, amtordt is transparent to translucent, brittle, and
with excellent cleavage. It occurs in granular, fibrarscrystalline masses, easily recognized by the cu-
bic-shaped crystals and by the mineral’s familiar sakye.
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12 13 14 15 16 17 18
Open Shop Membership Open Shop Open Shop
7-9PM Meeting 6-9PM 9—Noon
@ Garden Club General Work General Work
Call first 7:30 PM Call first Call first
Michelle “World of Jeff Jeff
561-969-3291 Geodes” 561-706-9549 561-706-9549
19 20 Open Shop |21 22 23 24 Open Shop |25
7-9PM 6-9PM
Call first General Work
Michelle Call first Jeff
561-969-3291 561-706-9549
26 27 Open Shop |28 29 30 31 Open Shop 1 Open Shop
7-9PM 6-9PM 9—Noon
General Work General Work
Call first Call first Call first
Michelle Jeff Jeff
561-969-3291 561-706-9549 561-706-9549
4556
2 3 Open Shop 4 5 6 7 Open Shop 8
7-9PM Micromounter 6-9PM
Meeting General Work
Call first See Page 3 Call first
Michelle For info Jeff
561-969-3291 561-706-9549
9 10 11 12 13 14 15
Open Shop Open Shop Open Shop
7-9PM 6-9PM 9—Noon
General Work General Work
Call first Call first Call first
Michelle Jeff Jeff
561-969-3291 561-706-9549 561-706-954
16 17 18 19 20 21 22
Open Shop Membership Open Shop
7-9PM Meeting 6-9PM
@ Garden Club General Work
Call first 7:30 PM Call first
Michelle Jeff
561-969-3291 561-706-9549
Please remember to call the listed shop steward3gen Shop nights to be sure the shop will be open.
It is best to call the day before.

nights. Jump Ringer blades are available at the shop.

Please note on your shop waiver form that you have received andad the shop rules.

New liability forms need to be signed in 2 places for anyonesing the shop.

$5 shop use fee is NOT charged when attending a classh&Vlagttending a class or using the shop, Y
must sign a Liability Waiver (New waiver must be sidrdter the first of every year)

and sign the Shop’s Log book on each visit. Jump ringdifioation is available on Monday or Friday
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At the April Board meeting, it was decided to have memimesested in classes contact the teacher di}
rectly to schedule a class, as opposed to contattenGdoordinator. The teachers will then be responsil
for contacting the Head Shop Steward to make sure theishopilable. The class coordinator will be a
central information point between teachers and thée8oand will still report on classes at the meeting

CLASS

INSTRUCTOR

COST

DATE

TIME

Art Clay Silver

Michelle Renné
561-969-3291

$50 + $85 materials
(depending on cost of silver)

Saturday, TBD

10-4PM at the Shop

Cabochon Ed Flashenburg $60 Thursday 6-9PM at the Shop
Six 3-hr sessions 561-733-1466

Chain Making (Beg) — Box [Kelly Azor $30 + $25 materials Saturday, 1-4PM at the Shop
Chain 561-688-7903 Date TBD

Chain Making (Beg) — Kelly Azor $30 + $25 materials Saturday, 1-4PM at the Shop
Byzantine Chain 561-688-7903 date TBD

Chain Making (Beg) — Jen Ursillo $30 + $25 materials Tuesday, 7-9:30PM at the Shop
Japanese Exploration 561-329-4343 date TBD

Chain Making (Adv) — SnakelJen Ursillo $30 + $25 materials Saturday, 1-4PM at the Shop
Chain 561-329-4343 date TBD

Chain Making (Adv) — TurkislJen Ursillo $30 + $25 materials Saturday, 1-4PM at the Shop
Round 561-329-4343 date TBD

Enameling on Copper
Two 3-hr sessions

Hazel Levin
561-439-6915

$40 + $15 materials

Two Tuesday
afternoons TBI

1-4PM at the Shop

Enameling on Copper

Hazel Levin

$40 + $15 materials

Two Saturday

1-4PM at the Shop

Two 3-hr sessions 561-439-6915 sessions
TBD

Flat Lap Ed Flashenburg $40 + $10 Supplies Wednesday |9AM—Noon at the shop
561-733-1466

Faceting KC Foster $80 + $20 materials Monday 5 PM at the shop
561-968-5287 6 sessions

Fused Glass Ed Flashenburg/John$40 + $15 materials Ongoing - 9:30—Noon at the Shop

(Beginner/Tuesday) Holmstrom Or $5.00 open shop fee Tuesdays — cal
561-733-1466 to confirm

Fused Glass Michelle Renné $40 + $15 materials Saturday, 12-4PM at the Shop

(Beginner/Saturday) 561-969-3291 date TBD

Fused Glass (Advanced) Michelle Renné $40 + $15 materials Saturday, 12-4PM at the Shop
561-969-3291 date TBD

Non-solder Wire Work Michelle Renné $40 + $15 materials Saturday, 12-4PM at the Shop
561-969-3291 date TBD

Kumihimo Kelly Azor $20 + $15 kit TBD 9-12 or 1-4PM at the shop

(Japanese Weaving)

561-688-7903

Right Angle Weave Cubes

Jen Ursillo
561-329-4343

$40 + $50 for optional kit OR
supply list can be provided

Saturday,
date TBD

1-4PM at the Shop
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MEMBERSHIP DUES

Junior Membership - $10.00
(Under Age 18)
Single Membership - $15.00
(Over Age 18)
Family Membership - $25.00
(Includes 2 adults and Children Under
Age 18 in a single household)

Membership expires on December 31st
each year and is due by the end of Febru-
ary of the new year. To renew your

President*
1st Vice President*
2nd Vice President*
Secretary*
Treasurer*

membership, make your check or money Past President*

order out to:

Past President*

Gem & Mineral Society of the Palm Past President*

Beaches, Inc. and mail to:

Membership Secretary
Gem & Mineral Society

P.O. Box 18095

West Palm Beach, FL 33416

NAME TAGS

Available from:

Ace Marking Devices ($12.00)

3308 S. Dixie Hwy.

West Palm Beach, FL 33405

561—833-4073

Open Shop schedule is
TENTATIVE due to changing

class schedule. Call the shop
steward listed below

before you go!

Shop fee is $5 per visit, payable
to the Shop Steward.

SHOP STEWARDS

Head Steward
John Holmstrom 561-585-7094

Monday PM
Michelle Renné 561-969-3291

Friday PM
Jeff Ursillo 561-706-9549

SHOP PHONE561-585-2080

July 2009 Volume 43 No. 11

Show Chairman*

Show Dealer Chairman

(
Class Coordinator
Field Trips
Historian
Hostess
Librarian

Membership*
Newsletter Editor*
Photographers
Programs

Raffle Coordinator
Refreshments

Sunshine Committee

Social Events

Head Shop Steward
Website Manager

4556 7 (

Jeff Ursillo
Michelle Renné
Jen Ursillo

Mary Barrenechea

Marv Berkowitz

4556  (

(s

Barbara Ringhiser
Michelle Renné
Jeff Ursillo
Barbara Ringhiser

Ellen Jean

%

Jen Ursillo
Michelle Renné
OPEN

Coralie Norvell
Aurora Siegl
Aurora Siegl
Jeff Ursillo

Lo Rain/Aurora Siegl

The Board

Harriet Flashenburg
Debbie Anderson
Lo Rain

KC Foster
Barbaragtiiser
John Holmstrom
Jen Ursillo

* Denotes a Voting Board Member

706-9549
969-3291
329-4343
969-6056
364-9696

588-5458
969-3291
706-9549

588-5458

931-372-8236

329-4343
969-3291

965-4748
988-7006
988-7006
706-9549

733-1466
965-9279
827-5793
968-5287
588-5458
585-7094
329-4343

The Gem & Mineral Society of the Palm Beaches, Ina member of the
Eastern and Southeastern Federation of Mineral and Ligftdrieties, and
is affiliated with the American Federation of Mineraleg)i and Lapidary
Societies. Monthly meetings are held on the third Thyredeghe month
except for December which is held on the second Thurshieeetings start
at 7:30 PM at the West Palm Beach Garden Club acrossthrerSouth
Florida Science Museum in Dreher Park, West PalmiBeac

Gem & Mineral Society of the Palm Beaches Website

#$ $ #
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