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The next general membership meeting will be held 

Thursday January 15, 2009 
7:30 PM at the West Palm Beach Garden Club, West Palm Beach, Fl. 
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Our class coordinator Jen Ursillo will be giving a program on our classes and the shop! If you  haven't yet 
taken advantage of the fantastic workshop available to you as a member, or if  you are unsure how to get 
there or the procedures to follow to use it, don't miss this  program! Also, class samples will be on display 
and the sign up book will be there! If you  just joined, this program will give you some great information 
about the benefits of being a member. 
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There is NO PARKING in the circular drive in front of the Garden Club. We can park in the Parking lot that 
is across from the Museum, or in the grass field to the west of the Garden Club (left side of the building as 
you face the front door). 
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There will be an auction at the Social on Feb. 15 (See page 2). Donations for the auction can be brought to 
the January meeting or to the Social on the 15th. The last Auction we had was a big success...let’s see if we 
can top it! 
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Please renew your membership in the Gem and Mineral Society now! Dues for 2009 remain at $15 for indi-
viduals and $25 for families. A yellow renewal form is included in the Rockhound’s envelope this month. 
Please fill it out completely so we have a record of your correct address, phone number, e-mail as well as 
birthday information. Checks should be made payable to “Gem & Mineral Society of the Palm Beaches” and 
may either be given to me at the meeting or mailed. The address is on the form . 

Ingrid Webster 
Membership Secretary 
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Also enclosed in the Rockhound this month is an application for the annual Wildacres scholarship.  
Federation dates are on the application. If you are not familiar with either place take a look at their websites: 
            Wildacres        www.wildacres.org                 William Holland         www.lapidaryschool.org 
Both offer excellent classes and are a true bargain at $310 for a week (Dbl. Occupancy, class supplies, extra). 
The class fee covers room and board for the week plus the basic class cost. Supplies are extra, and the teach-
ers usually have additional material for sale (i.e. cabochon instructor will have slabs for sale…) Please have 
the applications back to the Board by January 31, 2009. 
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           Door prize this month is a beautiful  beaded 
key chain! Raffle prizes will include a crystal lined 
geode half, hand blown glass beads and a beaded 
bracelet. And as always, there will be plenty of sur-
prise raffle prizes from the goodie box! 
           Please remember, every person arriving be-
fore 7:30 will receive a FREE door prize ticket. 
Come early this month so you can get a ticket! 

Harriet Flashenburg,, Raffle Coordinator 
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Jeff 

The Rockhound 
Copyright 2009 

by the 
Gem & Mineral Society of the Palm Beaches, Inc. 

 
Permission to reprint original material herein not otherwise copy-

righted is granted provided credit is given 
to both author and publication. 

Articles not bylined are by the Editor. 
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Please have items for the February ROCKHOUND  
by  February 11. Submissions can be emailed to 

BNMJEFF@AOL.COM 
Or you can call Jeff Ursillo 561-706-9549 
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To associate persons of the Palm Beach area of Flor-
ida who are interested in earth sciences, to work to-
gether as an organization in the gathering, cutting, 
displaying, and studying of rocks, shells, artifacts, 
and any kind of scientific objects of interest to the 
individual and the organization to promote commu-
nity interest in these objects. 
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Ruth Chenoweth                                           Michelle Denski                                 Jim Dillon 
Michaelle Holder                                          John Lane                                          Samantha Lazzaro 
Jeannie Middlemas                                        Charlotte Simo-Evans                        Mary Ann Stamper 
Jeff Ursillo                                                    Richard Whiting 
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February 15, 2009...the return of the February So-
cial. Chicken dinner in the style of the steak picnic. 
Society provides the main dish, members bring 
sides, etc. Auction to follow! 
April 19, 2009...The Annual Steak Picnic, right 
where it belongs!. Barbara Ringhiser did a great job 
threading the needle on the calendar and finding a 
date that did not conflict with Passover or Easter, so 
we should have a great turnout this year. 
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1. What gem is traditionally known as the "Gem of 
           Spring?" 
 
2. What is the official state gemstone of Alaska? 
 
3. Where does the U.S. Government keep its supply 
           of silver? 
 
4. A lump of pure gold the size of a matchbox can 
           be flattened into a sheet the size of which of 
           the following: a tennis court, a basketball 
           court or a football field? 
 
5. What is known as the "Gem of the Gods?" 
 
6. What distinction does the dinosaur, 
           "micropachycephalosaurus" hold? 
 
7. What is known as the "Stone of Courage?" 

Answers on page 3 
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 The meeting was called to order at 7:50 pm. by 
President Jeff Ursullo. There were two guests. 
The minutes from the previous meeting were 
accepted as read. 
Treasurer:  Report was read. 
Newsletter:  Contact Jeff Ursillo, with any items 
for publication. The deadline for the January 
newsletter is January 6th. 
Classes:  If you are taking a class you must let Jen 
know. Teachers are asked to bring samples to the 
January general meeting. 
Website:  Jen has finished redesigning the 
website. It is great! Thank you Jen! 
Field Trips: Michelle Renné  reported that Peace 
River is low but cold.  
Shop: John Holmstrom  reported that he was 
rewiring the machines using the wire from the no 
longer used display case lighting. No food or drink 
is to be brought into the shop. On open shop days 
call corresponding steward in advance to confirm. 
Show: Barbara Ringhiser  read a Thank You 
note to all the members that participated in the 
2008 show. The results will be announced at the 
holiday party. 
Social Events: Barbara Ringhiser  reported the 
annual holiday party will be Saturday, December 

13th at 6:15 at the Holiday Inn on Belvedere. If 
you want to participate in the gift exchange bring a 
$10 lapidary related gift. There will be a picnic 
with the Miami Mineralogical and Lapidary Guild 
and the Gold Coast Gem and Mineral Society on 
January 11th from 10 to 3, at TY Park. There will 
be raffles, bingo, swap and sale, and lots of fun. 
Bring a dish. Donations for activities would be 
appreciated. Call John Speier at 954 728 9963 for 
any questions. There will be a chicken dinner on 
February 15th and the annual steak picnic will be 
on April 19th. Both of these will be at the Garden 
Club. 
Old Business: Jeff Ursillo  reported that the vote 
to approve the by-laws was not approved. To be a 
non-profit organization we must change our by-
laws. There will be another vote at the beginning 
of the year. 
New Business:  Elections were held. There were 
no nominations from the floor. The proposed slate 
of officers was elected for 2009. 
Raffle:   XXX was collected in the raffle. Thank 
you for all of the extra donations. 
The meeting ended at 8:20. 

Respectfully Submitted                                           
Mary Barrenechea, Secretary 

Pictured are (left to right); Carl Bengtson, Installing Officer; 
Jeff Ursillo, President; Jen Ursillo, 2nd Vice President; 
Marvin Berkowitz, Treasurer; Michelle Renné, 1st Vice Presi-
dent; Mary Barrenechea, Secretary 
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1. Emerald 
2. Jade 
3. U.S. Military Academy at West Point, 
NY 
4. A tennis court 
5. Opal 
6. It was the dinosaur with the longest 
name and it was also the smallest dino-
saur. 
7. Ruby 
 
“A government big enough to give you 
everything you want, is big enough to 
take away everything you have." 

Thomas Jefferson 
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            Despite the off and on rain, we had a good 
turnout at the December “Show and Sell.” The 
Meadow Park School cafeteria had plenty of space 
for members to set up their wares and for the Society 
to have it’s membership meeting.  
 
            Thank go to Kelly Azor, Elva Lester, Hazel 
Levin, Pearl Kaplan, Michelle Renné, Jeff & Jen Ur-
sillo and Lynn Larue for setting up tables at the 
meeting and to Deb Bengtson for arranging for us to 
rent the cafeteria.  
 
            There were no nominations from the floor, 
and the following officers were elected to the Board. 
 
            Jeff Ursillo                  President 
            Michelle Renné           1st Vice Pres. 
            Jen Ursillo                  2nd Vice Pres. 
            Mary Barrenechea       Secretary 
            Marvin Berkowitz       Treasurer 
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9-11--SARASOTA, FL - 187th show; Frank 
Cox Productions; Municipal Auditorium, 801 N. Ta-
miami Tr. (Hwy. 41); Fri. 10-5, Sat. 10-5, Sun. 10-5; 
gems, jewelry, beads; contact Frank Cox Produc-
tions, 755 S. Palm Ave., #203, Sarasota, FL 34236, 
(941) 954-0202; e-mail: frankcox@comcast.net; 
Web site: www.frankcoxproductions.com 
 
17-18--DELAND, FL: 38th annual show and 
sale; Tomoka Gem & Mineral Society; Volusia 
County Fairgrounds; Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-5; jewelry, 
gems, minerals, fossils; contact Mike Cunningham, 
236 Deportivo Dr., St. Augustine, FL 32086, (904) 
797-6862; e-mail: Cunningm80@msn.com; Web 
site: www.Tomokagms.org 
 
24-25—Venice, FL 38th Annual Show and Sale; 
Gulf Coast Mineral Fossil & Gem Club; Venice 
Community Center, 326 S. Nokomis Ave., Venice 
FL. Sat. 10-5, Sun. 10-4 $4 admission, under 12 
Free. 
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By  Trudy Martin  
 

            There is no way, when your number comes 
up, that you can take your Rock Collection with you 
when you go to your heavenly reward. It has to stay 
behind for your family to dispose of.  
            What are they going to do? Most of them 
have no idea what the rocks are or what they are 
worth. As the old saying goes, “They will probably 
throw out the baby with the bath water!” They have 
no idea what is gem material and what is leaverite. It 
is up to YOU to make sure your collection is cor-
rectly identified.  
            PLEASE, put labels or stickers on your rock, 
slices, faceting rough, minerals, fossils and silver.  
An uninformed person can't tell the difference be-
tween a piece a sodalite and a piece of lapis. Nor can 
they tell the difference between genuine, gem quality 
faceting rough and glass. To the novice, slices of jas-
per are just that - jasper. They can't identify Bruno 
Jasper, Biggs Jasper, or Rainforest Jasper from the 
run-of-mill jaspers found in the local gravel pit. 
When it comes to Agate - well, that's a horse of a 
different color! Some agate is priceless because the 
area it was found in is no longer available for hunt-
ing.  
            Minerals and Fossils are another major prob-
lem. If they don't have a label or a sticker to identify 
what they are and where they are from, the family 
will be at a loss to put a value on the specimens. 
Other collectors, museums and dealers, will be hesi-
tant about purchasing the collection if it is not prop-
erly identified.  
            So, Rockhounds, it is up to you, while you 
are still here on earth, to properly identify your 
rocks, minerals, fossils, gemstones and jewelry. If 
specific pieces are to go to specific relatives or or-
ganizations, write it down. An inventory sheet with 
approximate dollar value would be helpful, too. 
            Don't put it off - do it now - while you are 
still here. Your family will thank you when the time 
comes.  

Via Scribe newsletter 
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            Datolite is a basic silicate mineral of calcium and boron, cal-
cium boron hydroxide nesosilicate, with the chemical formula CaB-
Si04(OH). Datolite has near-equi-dimensional monoclinic crystals, 
forming prismatic crystals and nodular masses system. It has no cleav-
age. Datolite is glassy and colorless or white when pure, but typically 
has a greenish tinge. It may also be brown or yellow. The Mohs hard-
ness is 5.5 and the specific gravity is 2.8 - 3.0. Datolite's crystals, al-
though usually well formed and strikingly faceted, lack any symmetri-
cal elements except for one mirror plane and one axis of two fold rota-

tion. Datolite is often found in basalt vesicles with calcite and zeolites. In fact, it is often confused with cer-
tain zeolites because of its luster, color and associations.  
            Datolite is also found on the Lake Superior side of the Keweenaw 
Peninsula in Upper Michigan. A great deal has been written about the 
'copper country,' its geological formation, prehistory, its native copper. Yet 
little was said about the rare mineral Datolite, occurring at this location as a 
massive porcelain-like variety in many colored masses and nodules. In 1821, 
mineralogists mention prehnite, jasper, carnelian, agate and zeolite, but not 
Datolite. In 1849, Datolite is mentioned in writings about the mines, but in 
1895 Datolite was identified at a number of mines by a German miner men-
tioning that the mineral was reddish, due to imbedded flecks of native copper 
in the compact aggregates. The Datolite nodules were found in rocks which 
were highly decomposed, and the nodules were studded with minute crystals 
of copper and separated from the country rock to a large extent by a thin film of copper.  
            Colors that occur in a collection of Datolite from different localities on the Keweenaw Peninsula and 
the waters off Isle Royale are white, beet-red, reddish-pink, salmon-orange, orange, yellow, green, blue, Vio-
let, brown, and black with many shades between. It is clear that many of these colors are not due to small 
flecks of native copper present as inclusions. When present, the flecks of copper are clearly and easily seen 
by the naked eye or low (2-4X) magnification. Coloring of Datolite nodules red, zoned, blotched or blended 
shades is the result of aggregates of red to orange acicular needles probably chalcotrichite.  
            Yellow and green Datolite appears to be colored from a structural member in the crystal. For the other 
colors, copper minerals are the cause, present as tiny, needlelike crystals of chalcotrichite, cuprite, malachite, 
tenorite and bornite. The minerals are commonly distributed in the body of the Datolite nodule.  

Ref. Sukow, Lapidary Journal 4191; Also, there is a classic 1935 monograph by Charles Palache on the minerals of Franklin and 
Sterling Hill, New Jersey. Published by the USGS as Professional Paper 180.  
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By Margaret Pearson 

              Evidence of an ancient volcanic eruption so powerful it split the ancient supercontinent called Pan-
gaea, created the Atlantic Ocean and spewed millions of square miles of searing lava that extinguished much 
of the life on Earth has been pieced together from hundreds of basalt outcrops that rim the Atlantic coasts. 
"This is one of the biggest things that ever happened in the Earth's history," said paleontologist Paul E. Olsen 
of Columbia University. "This gigantic, igneous event seems to have occurred in an amazingly brief amount 
of time." The new theory is that in the space of just a few million years half of all marine species and almost 
as many species of reptiles and other land animals died. This set the stage for the age of dinosaurs. This adds 
weight to the theory that mass extinctions were not caused by collisions with asteroids but by the fierce inter-
nal volcanics of the planet itself. 

Via The Trilobite  
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By MIKE STARK  Associated Press October 20, 2008 

SALT LAKE CITY - Utah geologists say they have discovered prehistoric animal tracks so densely packed on 
a 3/4-acre rock site, they're calling it a "dinosaur dance floor." The site along the Arizona-Utah border is offer-
ing a rich new set of clues about the lives of dinosaurs 190 million years ago. 
 
Back then, large stretches of the West were a Sahara-like desert. More than 1,000 tracks were found in what 
would have been a watery oasis nestled among …… 
 

Oops….Wait a second…...This article sounded really interesting till I found this one…….(Jeff) 
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Potholes or Tracks? Both Sides Team for Follow-up Study 

Nov. 7, 2008 – A group of paleontologists visited the northern Arizona wilderness site nicknamed a “dinosaur 
dance floor” and concluded there were no dinosaur tracks there, only a dense collection of unusual potholes 
eroded in the sandstone. So the scientist who leads the University of Utah’s geology department says she will 
team up with the skeptics for a follow-up study. 
            “Science is an evolving process where we seek the truth,” says Marjorie Chan, professor and chair of 
geology and geophysics, and co-author of a recent study that concluded the pockmarked, three-quarter-acre 
site in Vermilion Cliffs National Monument was a 190-million-year-old dinosaur “trample surface”. 
“We went through the proper scientific process of careful study, comparisons with other published works and 
peer review” of the study by independent scientists, Chan adds. “We gave the project considerable critical 
thought and came up with a different interpretation than the paleontologists, but we are open to dialogue and 
look forward to collaborating to resolve the contro-
versy.” 
On Oct. 30 – more than a week after the Utah study 
was publicized worldwide – four scientists hiked to 
the remote wilderness-area site. They saw dinosaur 
tracks en route, but none in the pockmarked “dance 
floor.” 
“There simply are no tracks or real track-like features 
at this site,” Breithaupt says. “We will be investigat-
ing the formation of these features in the upcoming 
study. Science works best when scientists work to-
gether.” 
            “The public interest has been tremendous, and 
fortunately there are many other fantastic, accessible, 
documented dinosaur track sites than can be visited in 
the area,” Breithaput says. Winston Seiler, who con-
ducted the research as part of his master’s thesis, spent 
considerable time at the unusual site. He acknowl-
edges that the dinosaur track interpretation is contro-
versial, further study is warranted, and if the paleon-
tologists turn out to be correct, “that’s part of sci-
ence.” Chan adds: “This is how science works, and 
we’ll have to see how it shakes out in the end.” 
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           No, this is not a religious discussion, but we do we need your help converting our bulky media 
(videos and magazines) to digital media (CDs and DVDs). We need volunteer to help with the following: 
           Converting Videos to DVDs: If you have the capability to convert videos to DVDs, would you con-
sider volunteering to help? We’d give you some videos this month at the meeting and you’d have all month 
to make the conversion.  
           Converting magazines to CDs: If you have the capability to scan magazines and put the output onto a 
CD, would you consider volunteering to help? We’d give you some magazines this month at the meeting and 
you’d have all month to make the conversion.  
If you can help in either of these tasks please contact me, Aurora Siegl, at aurora.austria@comcast.net or call 
me at 561 988-7006 home. Thank you.                                                                    Aurora Siegl, Librarian 
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              An abnormally high number of earthquakes has shaken up Yellowstone National Park in the past week. Since Friday, a  
“swarm” of more than 250 low-magnitude, shallow quakes has repeatedly rattled an area under Yellowstone Lake, with the  
highest-magnitude tremor — a magnitude-3.9 quake — on Saturday. The seismic activity has raised fears that the quakes  
may foreshadow a larger earthquake, or a volcanic eruption — but scientists say there isn’t yet reason to fear an  
eruption. 
              Yellowstone, situated mostly in the northwest corner of Wyoming, sits atop a hotspot that has produced not only famous  
geysers but also powerful volcanic eruptions over the past 17 million years. Approximately 2,000 earthquakes shake  
Yellowstone annually, and having a relatively large number of them strike in a short period of time isn’t especially  
unusual, says Jacob Lowenstern, a geologist at the U.S. Geological Survey in Menlo Park, Calif., and scientist-in- 

charge at Yellowstone Volcano Observatory. “Rather than 
having one main shock and lots of aftershocks, a swarm 
has lots of events that are similar in size," Lowenstern 
says. "We get a lot of swarms at Yellowstone." However, 
he adds, although this swarm wasn’t the largest Yellow-
stone has seen — that was in 1985, when 1,000 earth-
quakes greater than magnitude-4 jolted the park over sev-
eral weeks — it is certainly large enough to be significant. 
             The geologic process behind such swarms is not 
well understood. However, Robert Smith, a geophysicist 
at the University of Utah in Salt Lake City, has an idea as 
to why many earthquakes of similar magnitude might oc-
cur in a cluster, rather than one large shock and several 
smaller aftershocks. When rocks heated by magma come 
into contact with water that has found its way under-

ground, the water puts “pressure on the system,” Smith says. But the crust around Yellowstone has been severely broken up be-
cause of the several magmatic events that have occurred around the volcano over geologic time. The pressure of the water com-
bined with the pre-existing faults may mean that “the crust can only fracture over short distances,” he says. This yields many earth-
quakes of smaller magnitudes over longer time, and that’s what’s happening here, says Smith.  
              Scientists are still unsure about the role of Yellowstone’s caldera in the swarm. The caldera has been uplifting since  
late 2004, and the earthquakes occurred on the edge of this uplift area. However, with no recent alteration in the  
uplift rate, it is not clear if uplift is connected to the swarm. “It is always possible that the pressure causing the uplift has a role in 
generating the swarm,” Lowenstern says. “But  people are still uncertain whether the uplift itself has to be caused by magma intru-
sions. At this time, there’s no  reason to expect that this activity is precursory to any upcoming volcanism.” If a huge volcanic erup-
tion is on the way, though, this definitely won’t be the last warning sign. 
              “We have never witnessed a large volcanic eruption at Yellowstone; we don’t know exactly what will be precursory,”  
Smith says. But, if this swarm were indicative of a future volcanic event, Smith would expect the earthquakes to get  
more intense and more frequent. “If they die away, the energy has been released,” Smith says. And the earthquakes have  
been decreasing in magnitude since the most powerful quake of the swarm on Dec. 27. 
              “We haven’t had [a swarm] this size and this duration for decades. It would be very prudent to watch it carefully,”  
Smith says. Scientists will continue to keep watch on Yellowstone in case more violent signals appear. 

Via Earth Magazine 12/08 



January 2009 Volume 43 No. 5 

The ROCKHOUND 
Official publication of the Gem & Mineral Society of the Palm Beaches, Inc. 

Page 8 


�������5668�

���� ���� ���� 	�
� ���� �
�� ����

11 
 

12 
Open Shop 

7-9PM 
 
 

13 
Fused Glass 

Class/Open Shop 
9AM—Noon 

 

14 
Flat Lap Class 
9AM—Noon 

 
Open Shop 

6—9PM 
General Work 

15 
Membership 

Meeting 
@ Garden Club 

16 
Open Shop 

6-9PM 
General Work 

17 
 

Deland, Fl 
Gem Show 
See page 4 

18 
 

Deland, Fl 
Gem Show 
See page 4 

19 
Open Shop 

7-9PM 
 
 
 

20 
Fused Glass 

Class/Open Shop 
9AM—Noon 

 

21 
Flat Lap Class 
9AM—Noon 

 
Open Shop 

6—9PM 

22 
 

23 
Open Shop 

6-9PM 
General Work 

24 
 

Venice, Fl 
Gem Show 
See page 4 

25 
 

Venice, Fl 
Gem Show 
See page 4 

26 
Open Shop 

7-9PM 
 
 
 

27 
Fused Glass 

Class/Open Shop 
9AM—Noon 

 

28 
Flat Lap Class 
9AM—Noon 

 
Open Shop 

6—9PM 

29 

 
30 

Open Shop 
6-9PM 

General Work 

31 

1 2 
Open Shop 

7-9PM 
 
 
 

3 
Fused Glass 

Class/Open Shop 
9AM—Noon 

Board Meeting 
@ Shop 

7PM 

4 
 

5 

 
6 

Open Shop 
6-9PM 

General Work 

7 

8 9 
Open Shop 

7-9PM 
 
 

10 
Fused Glass 

Class/Open Shop 
9AM—Noon 

 
 

11 
Flat Lap Class 
9AM—Noon 

 
Open Shop 

6—9PM 
General Work 

12 
 

13 
Open Shop 

6-9PM 
General Work 

14 
Happy 

Valentine’s Day 

15 
February Social 

Garden Club 
 

16 
Open Shop 

7-9PM 
 
 

17 
Fused Glass 

Class/Open Shop 
9AM—Noon 

 

18 
Flat Lap Class 
9AM—Noon 

 
Open Shop 

6—9PM 
General Work 

19 
Membership 

Meeting 
@ Garden Club 

20 
Open Shop 

6-9PM 
General Work 

21 
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New shop rules are in effect . Copies are available at the shop.  
Please note on your shop waiver form that you have received and read the new rules. 

New liability forms need to be signed for 2009 for anyone using the shop. 
 $5 shop use fee is NOT charged when attending a class. Whether attending a class or using the shop, you 

must sign a Liability Waiver (New waiver must be signed after the first of every year) 
and sign the Shop’s Log book on each visit.  
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Classes  

CLASS INSTRUCTOR PHONE COST DATE TIME 

Art Clay Silver Michelle Renné 561-969-3291 $50 + $85 materials 
(depending on cost of 
silver) 

Saturday, 
TBD 

10-4PM at the Shop 

Cabochon  
Six 3-hr sessions 

Ed Flashenburg 561-733-1466 $60 Wednesday 
 

6-9PM at the Shop 

Chain Making (Beg) – 
Box Chain 

Kelly Azor 561-635-7619 $40 + $20 materials Saturday,  
Date TBD 

1-4PM at the Shop 

Chain Making (Beg) – 
Byzantine Chain 

Kelly Azor 561-635-7619 $40 + $30 materials Saturday, 
date TBD 

1-4PM at the Shop 

Chain Making (Beg) – 
Japanese Exploration  

Jen Ursillo 561-329-4343 /
morocket@aol.com 

$30 + $25 materials Tuesday, 
date TBD 

7-9:30PM at the Shop 

Chain Making (Adv) – 
Snake Chain  

Jen Ursillo 561-329-4343 /
morocket@aol.com 

$30 + $25 materials Saturday, 
TBD 

1-4PM at the Shop 

Chain Making (Adv) – 
Turkish Round 

Jen Ursillo 561-329-4343 /
morocket@aol.com 

$30 + $25 materials Saturday, 
TBD 

1-4PM at the Shop 

Enameling on Copper  
Two 3-hr sessions  

Hazel Levin 561-439-6915 $40 + $15 materials Two 
Tuesday 
afternoons 
TBD 

1-4PM at the Shop 

Enameling on Copper  
Two 3-hr sessions  

Hazel Levin 561-439-6915 $40 + $15 materials Two 
Saturday 
sessions  
TBD 

1-4PM at the Shop 

Flat Lap Ed Flashenburg 561-733-1466 $40 + $10 Supplies Wednesday 9AM—Noon at the shop 

Fused Glass 
(Beginner/Tuesday) 

Ed Flashenburg/
John Holmstrom 

561-733-1466/ 
561-585-7094 

$40 + $15 materials 
Or $5.00 open shop fee 

Ongoing - 
Tuesdays – 
call to 
confirm 

9:30—Noon at the Shop 

Fused Glass 
(Beginner/Saturday) 

Michelle Renné 561-969-3291 $40 + $15 materials  Saturday, 
TBD 

 12-4PM at the Shop 

Fused Glass 
(Advanced) 

Michelle Renné 561-969-3291 $40 + $15 materials  Saturday, 
TBD 

 12-4PM at the Shop 

Non-solder Wire Work Michelle Renné 561-969-3291 $40 + $15 materials  Saturday, 
date TBD 

 12-4PM at the Shop 

Right Angle Weave 
Cubes 

Jen Ursillo 561-329-4343 /
morocket@aol.com 

$40 + $50 for optional 
kit OR supply list can be 
provided 

Saturday, 
TBD 

1-4PM at the Shop 

Wire Wrapping 
(Beginner) 

Cynthia Lariviere 772-285-3987 $40 + bring your own 
supplies (list provided) 

Tuesday,  
TBD 

7-9PM at the Shop 
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Members can be certified on the Society’s Jump Ringer at either the Monday or Friday night Open Shop sessions, 
Members will be certified after instruction by the Shop steward, or by demonstrating their knowledge of the equipment. 
$5.00 shop fee applies. As always, call ahead to be sure Shop will be open. 
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President*                         Jeff Ursillo                                     706-9549 

1st Vice President*            Michelle Renné                              969-3291 

2nd Vice President*           Jen Ursillo                                      329-4343 

Secretary*                         Mary Barrenechea                          969-6056 

Treasurer*                         Marv Berkowitz                             364-9696 
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Past President*                  Barbara Ringhiser                           588-5458 

Past President*                  Michelle Renné                              969-3291 

Past President*                  Jeff Ursillo                                     706-9549 

Show Chairman*               Carl Bengtson                                 641-4493 
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Class Coordinator              Jen Ursillo                                      329-4343 
Field Trips                         Michelle Renné                              969-3291 
Historian                           OPEN 
Hostess                             Coralie Norvell                               965-4748 
Librarian                           Aurora Siegl                                   988-7006 
Membership*                    Ingrid Webster                                793-8646 
Newsletter Editor*             Jeff Ursillo                                     706-9549 
Programs                           The Board 
Raffle Coordinator             Harriet Flashenburg                        733-1466 
Refreshments                    Debbie Anderson                            965-9279 
Sunshine Committee          Mary Barrenechea                          969-6056 
Social Events                     KC Foster                                       968-5287 
                                         Barbara Ringhiser                           588-5458              
Head Shop Steward           John Holmstrom                             585-7094 
Website Manager               Jen Ursillo                                      329-4343              
 

* Denotes a Voting Board Member 

The Gem & Mineral Society of the Palm Beaches, Inc. is a member of the 
Eastern and Southeastern Federation of Mineral and Lapidary Societies, and 
is affiliated with the American Federation of Mineralogical and Lapidary 
Societies.  Monthly meetings are held on the third Thursday of the month 
except for December which is held on the second Thursday.  Meetings start 
at 7:30 PM at the West Palm Beach Garden Club across from the South 
Florida Science Museum in Dreher Park, West Palm Beach. 
 

Gem & Mineral Society of the Palm Beaches Website 
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MEMBERSHIP DUES  
 

Junior Membership - $10.00 
(Under Age 18) 

Single Membership - $15.00 
(Over Age 18) 

Family Membership - $25.00 
 (Includes 2 adults and Children Under 

Age 18 in a single household) 
 

Membership expires on December 31st 
each year and is due by the end of Febru-
ary of the new year. To renew your 
membership, make your check or money 
order out to: 
 
Gem & Mineral Society of the Palm 
Beaches, Inc. and mail to: 
 
Membership Secretary 
Gem & Mineral Society 
P.O. Box 18095 
West Palm Beach, FL  33416 
 

NAME TAGS 
Available from: 
Ace Marking Devices ($12.00) 
3308 S. Dixie Hwy. 
West Palm Beach, FL 33405 
561—833-4073 

Open Shop schedule is 
TENTATIVE due to changing 
class schedule. Call the shop 

steward listed below 
before you go! 

Shop fee is $5 per visit, payable 
to the Shop Steward. 
SHOP STEWARDS: 

Head Steward 
 John Holmstrom 561/585-7094   

Monday PM 
Michelle Renné  561/969-3291     

Wednesday AM 
Ed Flashenburg 561-733-1466 

Friday PM   
Jeff Ursillo  561/706-9549 

Saturday PM 
Keith Allum 561/689-2565 

 
SHOP PHONE 561/585-2080 


