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The next general membership meeting will be held 

Thursday February 18, 2010 
7:30 PM at the West Palm Beach Garden Club, West Palm Beach, Fl. 
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THE HOT GLASS MAIVEN 

 
Marv Berkowitz has been referred to by many as the “Hot glass expert of Southern Florida”. He has 
earned this reputation by teaching glass at many communities and commercial establishments here in 
Florida. During the Summers he demonstrates “Lamp work” and blows glass at the Sandwich Glass 
Museum. He also has been called upon to classify glass at the Glass Club of New England’s annual show. 
 
Marv got started in glass about 60 years ago while working in electronics at a time when most active 
circuits were encased in glass. 
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Another month into 2010 already ! I hope all of your New Years Resolutions are successful. There a LOT 
of exciting things in the works for our club this year. As they progress, you’ll be the first to know ! 
   The return of the chicken picnic is Sunday, February 28. We STILL need 2 co-chairmen/women/people 
for the Social Committee. It’s a fun, rewarding position – everybody likes you ! You order the chicken / 
steaks (in April) then decorate the Garden Club ! We need you two VERY important people 
IMMEDIATELY ! Call me or I’ll call you ! 
    We will be getting more involved with the public and spreading the word about our club. More 
members = more knowledge,  activities, contacts. Let’s make this a bigger, better club ! 
    The raffle is VERY productive and profitable BUT we could use more lapidary / earth science donations 
from you. Just bring them to the meetings. Thanks Harriet ! 
    Our shop is rocking. Keep using it or just check it out. It’s the best around ! Thanks John, Ed and Jeff ! 
    I will have the suggestion box at the sign-in table as you walk in again. Please feel free to drop off 
comments, criticisms, suggestions even anonymously. We need to know what you like, don’t like, want to 
see, where to go, etc. 
    Hope to see all of you at the next general meeting. ROCK ON !!! 

Michelle Renne’ 

 %���$��� %���&��'()(*�
Included with this month’s Rockhound is a red membership Renewal form. Thanks to all who have jumped 
on the renewal bandwagon and sent in their 2010 dues last month. Please use the enclosed form so we can be 
sure your information is correct for the 2010 roster. 
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February’s door prize will be a beaded coin purse. 

Raffle items will include an red embroidered hand-
bag, strand of zoisite beads, polished variscite speci-
men and a magnetic bracelet with green and silver 
beads. 

 

Some upcoming raffle items…. 

Malachite and azurite specimen, polished labra-
dorite specimen, a T-shirt, Russian stacking dolls, 
necklaces, bracelets, and some surprises from the 
goodie box! 

             

The Rockhound 
Copyright 2010 

by the 
Gem & Mineral Society of the Palm Beaches, Inc. 

 
Permission to reprint original material herein not otherwise 

copyrighted is granted provided credit is given 
to both author and publication. 

Articles not bylined are by the Editor. 

!�-�.�""����%/�����&!��
Please have items for the February ROCKHOUND  by 

March 4th. Submissions can be emailed to 
BNMJEFF@AOL.COM 

Or you can call Jeff Ursillo 561-706-9549 
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To associate persons of the Palm Beach area of 

Florida who are interested in earth sciences, to work 
together as an organization in the gathering, cutting, 

displaying, and studying of rocks, shells, artifacts, and 
any kind of scientific objects of interest to the 

individual and the organization to promote 
community interest in these objects. 
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              Sandra Belegi             Andrea Holtz              Lester Libenson                      Kala Norton 
           Leonard Peddy           Phyllis Roberts           Jay Sonnenburg                      Leisa Valerio 

11111111����! ��11111111�
The Board would like to remind everyone that there 
is NO selling at the regular membership meetings. 

The TY Park outings as well as the December 
member’s sale are available for selling. Bringing 
items in for an informal “Show and Tell” is fine, 

but not for sale. 
 

There is NO PARKING in the circular drive or on 
the grass bordering it in front of the Garden Club. 
We can park in the Parking lot that is across from 
the Museum, or in the grass field to the west of the 
Garden Club (left side of the building as you face 

the front door). 
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As the editor, I am always looking for 
contributions to the newsletter. If you would like 
to contribute an article or some special photos, 
please email them to me at bnmjeff@aol.com no 
later than the first Friday of the month  you 
would like it to appear in the newsletter. Also, 
did you know that you can receive your newslet-
ter by email? If you are able to receive the news-
letter by email, please consider doing so. You 
will receive the newsletter in color! Also, you 
will save the club the cost of printing and mail-
ing the newsletter. Finally, you will be saving 
trees. See you at the meeting! 
 

Jeff Ursillo 
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Search Facebook for Gem and Mineral and 
bookmark it when you get there. There will be 
postings of upcoming events, pictures from 
field trips and special events, and links to 
some of the articles in the Rockhound…..feel 
free to visit the page, post and have fun! 

The meeting was called to order at 7:42 p.m. by Michelle Renné, 
President.  Guests and new members were welcomed.  Michelle 
extended a Thank You to the 2009 Board members and welcomed 
the 2010 Board members to their new positions. 
 
Minutes:  The minutes of January, 2010 membership meeting 
were read and approved. 
 
Treasurer:  Marv Berkowitz gave the Treasurer’s report for 
January which reviewed and accepted. 
  
Newsletter:  Jeff Ursillo reported that the deadline for the 
February newsletter is February 4, 2010. 
 
Membership Report:  Aurora Siegl reported that she has forty  
2010 membership cards ready.  See Aurora after the meeting for 
your membership card or to pay your membership dues for 2010.  
The roster will be updated and ready for distribution in March.   
 
Classes:  Jen Ursillo reported classes scheduled for February are: 
Fused Glass beginning on the 12th and every Tuesday, Lapidary 
Cabbing Class is every Wednesday evening.  Hazel has an Enamel 
Class starting in February on Tuesday afternoons from 1:00 p.m. 
till 4:00 p.m. Call Jen if you are interested in teaching, or have any 
questions regarding classes.  To sign-up for a class, please call Jen 
to sign up, not the instructor. Classes available to GMSPB 
members are listed on our website. 
 
Website:  Jen Ursillo reported that the website updates are 
underway. 
 
Field Trips:  Michelle Renné reported that she is looking into the 
dates for Graves Mountain.  A field trip to see Alan Meltzer’s 
collection is pending. 
 
Shop:  Jeff Ursillo reported that the shop was running well. Check 
the calendar for open shop days and times. 
 
Programs:  This month’s program was “Classes available at Gem 
and Mineral Society of the Palm Beaches”.  Each GMSPB 
instructor presented the class offered along with a display of class 
information and finished works for all to enjoy.   A sign-up sheet 
for the classes was available for members to sign-up.  Call Jen if 
you are interested in teaching, or have any questions regarding 
classes.  To sign-up for a class, please call Jen to sign up, not the 
instructor. Classes available to GMSPB members are listed on our 
website. 
 
 
Social Events:  TY Park outing was held on January 10th for 
members from the Ft. Lauderdale, Miami and Palm Beaches GMS.  
Barb Ringhiser reported that it was freezing cold….so cold that she 
only stayed a half hour.  February 28th – Chicken Dinner with 
gem and mineral identification.  Two members are need for the 

Social Chair,  see Michelle.  April 18th  – Annual Steak 
Dinner. 
 
Shop:   John Holmstrom is back. All is going well at the shop. 
 
Show:   Barb Ringhiser reported that the Show Committee 
Meeting will be held at the shop on Monday, January 25th at 
7:30 p.m.  2009 Show funds in the amount of $12,000.00 and 
Scholarship raffle funds in the amount of $516.00 were turned 
over to the Treasurer.  
 
Library Report:   Nina reported that all books checked out in 
November are due, and informed members that there is also a 
printed list of library books available. 
 
Old Business:  No old business to discuss. 
 
New Business:  
1)    Michelle informed that we now have a suggestion box 

located at the registration table for members and/or guests 
to use to make any suggestions they may have. 

2)           McMow Art Glass in Lake Worth and Art Glass 
Environments in Delray Beach offers a 10% discount to 
GMSPB members, just show your membership card. 
3)           The Dinosaur exhibit at the Science Museum is large 
and the skeletons are reproductions. 
4)           Two members will be selected to receive 
scholarships to William Holland or Wildacres Lapidary 
Schools.  Applications will be in the February Rockhound 
Newsletter.  John Holmstrom gave a brief presentation about 
Wildacres Lapidary School. 
5)           The Board is looking for two members to conduct an 
audit of the club’s books. 
 
 

Respectfully Submitted: 
Nina J. Murray 

Secretary GMSPB 
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With the new Year comes the time when all visitors to the Shop have to fill out a new Liability waiver. 
Please be sure to do this on your first visit to the shop in 2010. 
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The next Show Committee meeting will be Monday, 
March 1 at 7:30 pm at the shop. Anyone interested in 
being a Committee Chair or just to help is welcome. 
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Like to plan parties? Like to decorate? Like to organ-
ize parties or decorating? The Society needs a Social 
events coordinator to organize the socials coming up 
this year. Scheduled so far this year are the February 
Socials and the Steak picnic in April. 
 
The chairman would be responsible for lining up vol-
unteers, decorations etc. Being able to delegate is a big 
plus! This is great Position for you to draft a friend as 
your co-chairman...less work for 2 people! 
 
If you are interested, contact Michelle Renné at 561-
969-3291. 
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February 28, 2010 is the return of the Chicken 
Social! We will be at the Garden Club for this 
event. Plan to arrive around 11 AM or so. The 
Society will be providing the fried chicken. You 
are asked to bring plates, utensils, napkins, and 
drinks for yourself and your party, and of course 
a side dish to share with everyone...there is al-
ways plenty of good food and fellowship at these 
socials, so crack that cookbook and WOW your 
fellow members with your culinary skills! 

6�����%
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Gem/Mineral/Fossil Identification in February 

At the February Chicken Dinner (Feb. 28, 2010) 
we will have a Gem/mineral/fossil  identification.  
Bring your rocks, minerals, geodes, fossils,  jew-
elry with stones – anything you can’t identify and 
a panel of experts will look over your objects and  
identify them.  Label your items or your container 
clearly to help prevent mix-ups! Limit 3 items per 
person. 

 
Scholarship applications included this month 

Deadline is March 18, 2010 
Included with this month’s issue of the Rock-
hound  is the 2010 Wildacres/William Holland 
scholarship application. The scholarships are open 
to all members.  
 
Not sure what Wildacres or William Holland are?  
 
For information on Wildacres, check this site: 

www.amfed.org/efmls/wildacres.htm 
or this one: 
www.amfed.org/sfms/wildacres-retreat.html 

 
Those sites list the Eastern and Southeast Federa-
tion schedules at Wildacres. 
 
For William Holland information go to: 

Www.lapidaryschool.org 
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            Membership cards for 2010 will be avail-
able at the monthly meetings starting in January. 
Those not picked up will be mailed. 
 
            For those members who do stained or fused 
glass, Society membership cards are good for a 
10% discount at McMow Art Glass. 701 N. Dixie 
Highway , Lake Worth, and at Art Glass Environ-
ments, 440 SE 5th Ave, Delray Beach. You MUST 
have your membership card to get these discounts. 
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            There will be a Suggestion Box at the sign-
in table starting this month. I would appreciate 
comments, both positive and negative, ideas, sug-
gestions and, yes, they can be Anonymous. 
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The Miami Mineralogical and Lapidary Guild would like to 
invite you  to participate as a seller in our upcoming gem and 
mineral show  on March 28 at the Museum of Science. 
  
The show will be one day only, on Sunday, March 28 with 
set up at 8 am.  We will all be together in the front entrance 
of the museum and space gallery. 
  
We will be needing a $10 show fee per booth as voted upon 
by the board members of the Miami Mineralogical and Lapi-
dary Guild.  Please  mail your $10 to: 
  
MMLG ( Miami Mineralogical and Lapidary Guild) 
c/o Henry Brown 
PO  box 403482 
Miami Beach, Fl 33140 
  
on or before March 14 to secure your spot. We will assign 
you the same number of tables as in the last show and as 
usual will collect 10% of sales at the end of the show. 
  
Please reply to us at this email today so that we can better 
plan for our show.  You can call us, Violet  and Henry at 
305-866-0073 before 8 p.m. or reply to us at: 
vavhab@bellsouth.net 

8�3����9����������3**�
Marv Berkowitz will be teaching a series of three 
classes on Mar. 10, 17 & 24th from 7 PM to 9 PM in 
the shop. 
 
The class fee is $40& $35- for material 
 
Marv will be ordering a Non-tarnishing sterling wire. If 
interested in the class, call Marv at 561-364-9696. 
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NOTE: We will be in PAVILION 8, 
not Pavilion 9. 

This is always a fun day to spend outside with 
members from the Miami, Ft. Lauderdale and our 
own club, and get to know others who share your 
hobbies. There is space available if you want to 
bring a table and sell your wares as well. Plenty of 
food and fun all day….Plan to get there around 
11AM or so. Lunch will be at Noon, with games 
and rock swapping lasting for the rest 
of the afternoon. There will be a raffle to help pay 
for the Pavilion rental, so if you have any items to 
donate, please bring them to the picnic...  
 
The Seminole Indian name of this 150-acre urban 
park, Topeekeegee Yugnee, means “meeting or 
gathering place.” T.Y. is well known for its shady 
picnic areas, numerous shelters, and a gazebo that 
is often booked for an exchange of wedding vows.  
 
To get to TY Park, take 95 South to Sheridan St 
and go WEST. The park will be on the right hand 
side. There is a modest admission fee. We will be 
in pavilion 8, which is to the left once you get 
through the admission gate. 
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The Copper on Enameling class has been post-
poned until March. Tentative plans are for two 
Tuesdays in March at the shop from 1 -4.  If there 
are enough people interested in a Saturday class, 
Hazel would consider that as well.  If you are inter-
ested, contact Hazel Levin at 561 439-6915. 
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   Please contact the shop steward or the instructors 
if you can't make it to class or the shop.  The shop 
phone is (561) 585-2080.  The Instructor numbers 
are in the Rockhound.  My number is (561) 585 - 
7094. 
 This way the instructors or shop steward don't 
wait at the shop if nobody is going to be there.  
  

Thank you, John Holmstrom 

�"#��$..��!�"6�����..�!��
CARAT— a standard unit of mass used for precious stones, espe-
cially diamonds. Equal to 200 miligrams 
 
KARAT— a unit of proportion of gold in an alloy equal to 1/24 
part of pure gold 
 
CARET—a mark similar to a small “v” on printed or manuscript 
material to show where something such as a letter or word should 
be inserted. In the US, the caret is usually made just under the 
line. Other cultures invert the caret and place it above the line. 
 
CARROTT— Bugs Bunny’s favorite food! 
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Board  Member JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC 

M. Renné Y Y           

Jen Ursillo Y A           

S. Lazarro Y Y           

N. Murray Y Y           

M. Berkowitz Y Y           

B. Ringhiser Y A           

A. Siegl Y Y           

J. Holmstrom Y Y           

J. Ursillo Y Y           
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For general information. If no one is interested, let me know. 

SB (snow bird) means up North for the summer, SBR means up north and reporting to Board. 

February 12-14, 2010: Merritt Island, FL - Central Brevard Rock & Gem Club. 33rd Annual Symphony of Gemstones 
Show, Kiwanis Island Park, 950 Kiwanis Park Road, SR 520. Hours: Feb 12, 1- 6; Feb 13 & 14, 10 - 5. Rough and cut 
gems, minerals, fine jewelry, equipment, supplies, books, beads, exhibits, & demonstrations. For info call 453 -6379 
 
February 19-21, 2010: Vero Beach, FL - Treasure Coast Rock & Gem Society. Annual Gem & Jewelry Show, Vero 
Beach Community Center, 14th Ave & 23rd Street. Hours: Feb 19, 12 - 5; Feb 20, 10 - 5; Feb 21, 10 - 4 
 
February 27, 2010: Bartow, FL - Imperial Bone Valley Gem, Mineral, & Fossil Society. 6th Annual Gem, Mineral & 
Fossil Show, The Stuart Conference Center, 1710 US Highway 17 - 98 South. Hours: 10 - 5. Contact Jim Reed at (863) 
644-6665. 
 
March 5-7, 2010: Pinellas, FL - Suncoast Gem & Mineral Society. 40th Annual Gem, Mineral, & Jewelry Show and 
Sale, Minnreg Building, 6340 126th Avenue North, Largo, Florida. Hours: Mar 5, 10-6; Mar 6, 10-6, Mar 7, 10-5. Ex-
hibits by club members and demonstrations of lapidary techniques. Grab Bags, Door Prizes and Grand Door Prizes, 
Drawings, Minerals and Gems. Mineral specimens, crystals, fine jewelry, opals, rough material, cabochons, fossils, 
agatized coral, beads, wire-wrapped jewelry, stained glass, food. For info contact Bill Schmidt (727) 657-0998. 
 
March 20—21, 2010 Tampa, FL— Tampa Bay Fossil Club—FossilFest 2010 (Their website is under construction, so 
hopefully times and location will be available in next month’s Rockhound…)�

%�0&��!���6&-�  

$""�!"�&!�$..�$�"��.$����!"6%��$�"��
You are invited to join the McMow Art Glass Club! The club has been established to create a meeting place 
where glass artists of all mediums can meet to share ideas, network, and learn how to promote themselves and 
their art. The club will be addressing many of the issues that arise by offering various demonstrations, guest 
speakers, show and tells and contests… 

McMow is located at 701 N. Dixie Highway, Lake Worth. (NW corner of Dixie and 7th) 
Club will meet the first Tuesday of every month at 6:30 PM 

For information, call 561-585-9011 
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All are welcome..if you would like to see a 
new world of beautiful, symmetrical, 

colorful, minerals, please join us. We have 
giveaways at every meeting..and, usually 
some yummy munchies.. feel free to bring 

munchies, drinks, microscope 
(if you have one), and an open mind… 
Directions? Questions? Call KC at 561-

968-5287 

 
 
 

We would like to 
extend a special 
Thank You 

to our 
advertisers! 

 
Please be sure to 
patronize them 
and thank them 
for supporting 
the Society. 

February 13 - ALAN MELTZER’S (561/471-3491) 6 pm 
We will see his exquisite collection of fossils, geodes, agates and petrified wood. 
There are already several people signed up so, if the list is too long he will 
schedule another time. Call Michelle for details at 561/644-2323. 
 
April – GRAVES MT, GA 
Eddie Rucks highly recommends the trip. He has been there several times.There 
gold panning  nearby. I will let you know the exact date and more details when 
Eddie hears back from the owner. (Eddie and Debbie will go with us). Type 
“Graves Mountain” into your favorite search engine for lots of information. 
If you are interested in going or even just THINKING about it, please email me at 
fgmr4@aol.com and I’ll put you on the field trip contact list. 
 
April (end of) and May - PEACE RIVER – Arcadia, FL  
Start Getting’ Ready ! It’ll be here before you know it ! These are the best times to 
go when the river is LOW. You know I’LL be there ! Contact me for directions 
and details. 
Year Round - RUCKS PIT – Ft. Drum, FL 
Contact Eddie Rucks at 863-634-4579 or Michelle Renné for directions and details�

���. �"�����
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Join Beads on the Ave as we cruise for a cause on the Lady Atlantic!  
 

On Thursday, March 16th 2010 we will depart from Veteran's Park for a night of 
fun and fashion on the Lady Atlantic!  We will have a fashion show featuring cou-

ture clothing and accessories from Bernard Holley and Irene Fernandez, along 
with fantastic jewelry by Beads on the Ave! 

 
Tickets are $40 per person and include 1 drink, appetizers, and the 2.5 hour 

cruise! 
20% OF ALL PROCEEDS GO TO THE AMERICAN CANCER SOCIET Y! 

Call Beads on the Ave at 561-278-6977 for information 
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By George Chihacek, Editor, The Loup Scoop 2/88 

-������������3�����7�
by Cecilia Duluk 

 
What is a rockhound? 
He is a special breed--a hunter, collector and craftsman. He loves Nature's 
hills--but is always trying to bring them home! He appreciates natural 
beauty--but is never satisfied until he has polished it! He is a safety-minded 
citizen--but is willing to scale a mile-high cliff for that special specimen. 
 
A rockhound has the natural swapping instincts of a pack-rat, the agility of a 
mountain goat, the generosity of a philanthropist, the immunity to rain of a 
duck and the perseverance and patience of a Job (especially when that crystal is impossible embedded in that vug!) 
 
A rockhound has a house whose rooms are overflowing with rocks of every size and shape--filling display cases, tables, chairs, 
drawers, kitchen, sink and basement. The big ones crowd his porch, backyard, garage. You can always recognize his car by its sag-
ging axle and its thick coating of dust! 
 
A rockhound is generally considered an ODD-BALL by non-rockhounds, a nuisance by farmers and quarry superintendents, an 
UNLIMITED SUPPLIER by jewelry loving wives and a BOON COMPANION by other rockhounds! 
 
What is a rockhound? he is a POLITICIAN--with a mineral club ambassadorship, a VISIONARY--with a diamond saw, a PIO-
NEER--in a station wagon, a WORLD EXPLORER--in his own back yard! But most of all, the ROCKHOUND is a person who 
searches for, finds and cherishes forever those bits of chemical beauty called Rocks and Minerals, which afford him a glimpse of 
INFINITY ON A SHELF! 

(Via the Rockpile, via Arrowhead News via Rockwood Rockhound news) 

-��������	������4���������37�
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Ten thousand years ago, sticks and rocks 
were just about the only things you could 
do anything with. Things haven't changed 
all that much, most of our raw materials 
still start out as rocks or plants.  But what 
can you do with a rock other than make it 
into something else?  
 
You can bunt with it. 
You can build with it.  
You can kick it down the street. 
You can use it for soup starter.  
You can use it for ballast in a balloon.  
You can hide your spare house key under it.  
You can keep it in your toilet tank to con-
serve water.  
You can use it for exercise equipment and 
save the price of a weight set.  
You can wrap a message around it and toss 
it through a window. (This is generally 
faster than email and it gets the recipient's 
attention much more quickly, especially if 
the window wasn't open.)  
 
But the bottom line, I guess, is this: If any-
one has to ask why you would want to keep 
a pretty or interesting rock, there’s no point 
in trying to explain it to them; they'll never 
understand!  

From: Gem Cutters News  
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By Sue Nelson, BBC Radio 4   

  
Spruce Pine, a modest, charmingly low-key town in the Blue Ridge mountains of North Carolina, is at the heart of a global billion-
dollar industry. 
 
Although this Mitchell County community calls itself the Mineral City, with just 2,000 residents one could dispute the city status. But 
when it comes to minerals, Spruce Pine has definitely undersold itself. The jewellery shops, highlighting local emeralds, sapphires 
and amethysts, hint at the riches. The mountains, however, contain something far more precious than gemstones: they are a source of 
high-purity quartz. This ultra-pure mineral is essential for building most of the world's silicon chips - without which you wouldn't be 
reading this article.  
 
Geologist Alex Glover, of Active Minerals International, drove me to a disused mine to see this quartz for myself. Our jeep bumped 
across dried creek beds for miles until we reached two cathedral-like caverns of rock at Hoot Owl mine. The rocks contain feldspar, 
silvery flakes of mica, flashes of garnet and smoky veins of quartz. "Fifty years ago men were throwing away the quartz," explained 
Mr Glover. "But now it's prized and quartz is the high value item. These are the only places that this quartz is found on the planet." 
Spruce Pine quartz is considered the best in the world and can sell for up to $50,000 (£30,000) a tonne. It is made, like all quartz, of 
silicon and oxygen but the process of making a computer chip does not rely on its silicon; that can be obtained from common sand.  
 
The clue to why quartz is needed is in the process of making a silicon wafer. These wafers are CD-sized slices of silicon upon which 
the chips are then etched with electronic circuitry.  
 

Salami slicing 
 

To make wafers, a seed crystal of silicon is heated to high temperatures in a giant mixing bowl until the molten, silvery metal can be 
stretched slowly upwards.  "It looks like a long cylinder, a bit like a salami," said Bob Carland, director of the Minerals Research 
Laboratory at North Carolina State University.  "As it comes out of this bowl, it all has one crystal and so everything is aligned the 
same way. The metal cylinder is then laid down and cut with a diamond saw into slices of salami - in this case it's slices of silicon 
wafers."  For these wafers to be made into silicon chips, the mixing bowls or crucibles must be as "clean" as possible. "Any slight 
defect on the inside of that crucible will be transmitted and get sliced up into the chips," Mr Carland said.  "The amount of impurities 
in that chip is incredibly important. People producing these wafers will then have a lot of rejects so it's important that the chemistry of 
that bowl is near perfect."  
 
Spruce Pine's high-purity quartz fits this requirement. It not only gets used for crucibles, but for benches and other instruments that 
produce the chips.  These chips are essential for today's modern world, but outside the industry, few people are aware of its depend-
ence on quartz.  Unimin, one of the main mining corporations in the area, prefers to remain modest. It politely declines any interview, 
unwilling to reveal how it extracts quartz from the mountains.  Seen from the air, the scale of the operation reveals itself. The quartz 
mines are enormous, stretching down mountain faces in tiers of rock ending in pools of white sand.  

 
Serious commodity 

 
It's a far cry from how the mountain folk made their living. Sixty-eight-year-old Ira Thomas is a ninth-generation miner who used to 
dig up aquamarines and prospect for mica as a child.  He now runs the Spruce Pine Gem Mine, a jewellery shop near the scenic Blue 
Ridge Parkway, and is saddened by the loss of community among those who mine for quartz in industrial quantities. "We have these 
huge corporations that have come in and bought out the little mom-and-pop operations," he said.  "These guys were just people like 
me that were lucky enough to lease a property that had minable quantities of whatever was on it."  
 
Native Americans first mined these mountains but it was the arrival of a railroad in 1912 that gave later settlers the chance to exploit 
mica, feldspar and quartz on a much larger scale. Today, in Mitchell County, one in 15 people works within the mining industry.  
 
There are also valuable jobs at stake. Since 2000, Mitchell County has lost a third of its manufacturing base and unemployment is at 
14%.  North Carolina may be famous for its mountain folk and bluegrass music, but the mines are the only industry it has left. So far, 
it is safe. Synthetic quartz is economically too expensive to take the place of Spruce Pine's high-purity mineral.  "It's the most valu-
able strategic square acreage on the planet," Mr Thomas said.  "Because the world runs on computers, we all know that now. And if 
we locked the gates to Mitchell County they could not make any more computers."  
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14 
Central Brevard 

County 
Gem & Mineral 

Show 
See 

Page 6 

15 
Open Shop 

7-9PM 
 

Call first 
Michelle 

561-969-3291 

16 
 

Fused Glass 
Open Shop 
9AM—Noon 
At the Shop 

17 Open beading 
6—8 PM at 

Beads on the Ave. 
151 SE 2nd Ave 

Delray Beach 
 

Cabochon Class 
6—9PM 

At the SHop 

18 
Membership 

Meeting 
@ Garden Club 

7:30 PM 
“History of 

Glass” 

19 
Open Shop 

6-9PM 
General Work 

 
Jeff 

561-706-9549 

20 
 

Open beading 
10:30—2 PM at 

Gemstone & Bead 
1937 N Military Trl # 1 

W Palm Beach 

21 
Vero Beach 

Gem & Jewelry 
Show 

2/19—21 
See 

Page 6 

22 
Open Shop 

7-9PM 
 

Call first 
Michelle 

561-969-3291 

23 
 

Fused Glass 
Open Shop 
9AM—Noon 
At the Shop 

24Open beading 
6—8 PM at 

Beads on the Ave. 
151 SE 2nd Ave 

Delray Beach 
 

Cabochon Class 
6—9PM 

At the SHop 

25 
 

26 
Open Shop 

6-9PM 
General Work 

 
Jeff 

561-706-9549 

27  Open beading 
10:30—2 PM at 

Gemstone & Bead 
1937 N Military Trl # 1 

W Palm Beach 
 

Bartow 
Bone Valley Show 

See 
Page 6 

 

28 
February Social 

Garden Club 
Details in Feb. 

Rockhound 

1 
Show 

Committee 
Meeting 

7 PM 
At the Shop 

2 
Fused Glass 
Open Shop 
9AM—Noon 
At the Shop 

 
Board Meeting 

7 PM 
At the Shop  

3Open beading 
6—8 PM at 

Beads on the Ave. 
151 SE 2nd Ave 

Delray Beach 
 

Cabochon Class 
6—9PM 

At the SHop 

4 5  
6 Open Shop 

6-9PM 
General Work 

 
Jeff 

561-706-9549 

6 
Open beading 

10:30—2 PM at 
Gemstone & Bead 

1937 N Military Trl # 1 
W Palm Beach 

7 
Pinellas 

Suncoast G&M 
Show 
3/5—7 

See Page 6 
 

8  Open Shop 
7-9PM 

 
Call first 
Michelle 

561-969-3291 
 

9 
 

Fused Glass 
Open Shop 
9AM—Noon 
At the Shop 

10Open beading 
6—8 PM at 

Beads on the Ave. 
151 SE 2nd Ave 

Delray Beach 
 

Cabochon Class 
6—9PM 

11 
 

12 
Open Shop 

6-9PM 
General Work 

 
Jeff 

561-706-9549 

13 
Open beading 

10:30—2 PM at 
Gemstone & Bead 

1937 N Military Trl # 1 
W Palm Beach 

14 
TY Park 
Outing 

See Page 5 

15 
Open Shop 

7-9PM 
 

Call first 
Michelle 

561-969-3291 

16  Fused Glass 
Open Shop 
9AM—Noon 
At the Shop 

 
Intercoastal cruise 

Fundraiser 
See Page 7 

17Open beading 
6—8 PM at 

Beads on the Ave. 
151 SE 2nd Ave 

Delray Beach 
 

Cabochon Class 
6—9PM 

At the SHop 

18 
Membership 

Meeting 
@ Garden Club 

7:30 PM 

19 
Open Shop 

6-9PM 
General Work 

 
Jeff 

561-706-9549 

20 
Open beading 

10:30—2 PM at 
Gemstone & Bead 

1937 N Military Trl # 1 
W Palm Beach 

21 
 
28 

Miami Club 
One Day show 

See Page 5 
 

22 
Open Shop 

7-9PM 
 

Call first 
Michelle 

561-969-3291 

23 
 

Fused Glass 
Open Shop 
9AM—Noon 
At the Shop 

24Open beading 
6—8 PM at 

Beads on the Ave. 
151 SE 2nd Ave 

Delray Beach 
 

Cabochon Class 
6—9PM 

At the SHop 

25 26 
Open Shop 

6-9PM 
General Work 

 
Jeff 

561-706-9549 

27 
Open beading 

10:30—2 PM at 
Gemstone & Bead 

1937 N Military Trl # 1 
W Palm Beach 

 

�$�06�'()(��

Please note on your shop waiver form that you have received and read the shop rules. 
New liability forms need to be signed in 2 places for anyone using the shop. 

 $5 shop use fee is NOT charged when attending a class. Whether attending a class or using the shop, you must sign a Liability Waiver (New waiver must be signed 
after the first of every year). and sign the Shop’s Log book on each visit.  Jump ringer certification is available on Monday or Friday nights. 

Jump Ringer blades are available at the shop. 
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The Board has decided to have members interested in classes contact the teacher directly to schedule a class, as opposed to con-
tacting the Coordinator. The teachers will then be responsible for contacting the Head Shop Steward to make sure the shop is 
available. The class coordinator will be a central information point between teachers and the Society and will still report on 
classes at the meetings. 

CLASS INSTRUCTOR COST DATE TIME 

Art Clay Silver Michelle Renné 
561-969-3291 

$50 + $85 materials 
(depending on cost of silver) 

Saturday, TBD 10-4PM at the Shop 

Cabochon  
Six 3-hr sessions 

Ed Flashenburg 
561-733-1466 

$60 Wednesday  
 

6-9PM at the Shop 

Chain Making (Beg) – Box 
Chain 

Kelly Azor 
561-688-7903 

$30 + $25 materials Saturday,  
Date TBD 

1-4PM at the Shop 

Chain Making (Beg) – 
Byzantine Chain 

Kelly Azor 
561-688-7903 

$30 + $25 materials Saturday, 
date TBD 

1-4PM at the Shop 

Chain Making (Beg) – 
Japanese Exploration  

Jen Ursillo 
561-329-4343 

$30 + $25 materials Tuesday, 
date TBD 

7-9:30PM at the Shop 

Chain Making (Adv) – Snake 
Chain  

Jen Ursillo 
561-329-4343 

$30 + $25 materials Saturday, 
date TBD 

1-4PM at the Shop 

Chain Making (Adv) – Turkish 
Round 

Jen Ursillo 
561-329-4343 

$30 + $25 materials Saturday, 
date TBD 

1-4PM at the Shop 

Enameling on Copper  
Two 3-hr sessions  

Hazel Levin 
561-439-6915 

$40 + $15 materials 2 Tuesdays 
In March 

1-4PM at the Shop 

Flat Lap Ed Flashenburg 
561-733-1466 

$40 + $10 Supplies Wednesday 9 AM—Noon at the shop 

Faceting KC Foster 
561-968-5287 
 

$80 + $20 materials 
6 sessions 

Monday 5 PM at the shop 

Fused Glass 
(Beginner/Tuesday) 

Ed Flashenburg/John 
Holmstrom 
561-733-1466 

$40 + $15 materials 
Or $5.00 open shop fee 

Ongoing - 
Tuesdays – call 
to confirm 

9:30—Noon at the Shop 

Fused Glass 
(Beginner/Saturday) 

Michelle Renné 
561-969-3291 

$40 + $15 materials  Saturday, 
date TBD 

 12-4 PM at the Shop 

Fused Glass (Advanced) Michelle Renné 
561-969-3291 

$40 + $15 materials  Saturday, 
date TBD 

 12-4 PM at the Shop 

Non-solder Wire Work Michelle Renné 
561-969-3291 

$40 + $15 materials  Saturday, 
date TBD 

 12-4PM at the Shop 

Kumihimo 
(Japanese Weaving) 

Kelly Azor 
561-688-7903 

$20 + $15 kit TBD 9-12 or 1-4PM at the shop 

Right Angle Weave Cubes Jen Ursillo 
561-329-4343 

$40 + $50 for optional kit OR 
supply list can be provided 

Saturday, 
date TBD 

1-4 PM at the Shop 

Viking Knit Marv Berkowitz 
561-364-9696 

$40 + $35 for material 
Class is 1(one) 2 hour session 
Class offered 3 different dates 
 

March 10, 
March 17 or 
March 24 

7—9 PM at the shop 
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President*                         Michelle Renné                               969-3291 

1st Vice President*            Jen Ursillo                                       329-4343 

2nd Vice President*          Samantha Lazzaro                           764-6556 

Secretary*                         Nina Murray                                   596-3390 
Treasurer*                         Marv Berkowitz                              364-9696 
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Past President*                  Barbara Ringhiser                           588-5458 

Past President*                  Jeff Ursillo                                      706-9549 

Show Chairman*               Barbara Ringhiser                           588-5458 

Show Dealer Chairman     Ellen Jean                                       931-372-8236 
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Class Coordinator              Jen Ursillo                                       329-4343 
Field Trips                        Michelle Renné                               969-3291 
Historian                           OPEN 
Hostess                             Coralie Norvell                               965-4748 
Librarian                           Nina Murray                                   596-3390 
Membership*                    Aurora Siegl                                    988-7006 
Newsletter Editor*            Jeff Ursillo                                      706-9549 
Photographers                   Lo Rain/Aurora Siegl 
Programs                          Samantha Lazzaro                           764-6556 

Raffle Coordinator            Harriet Flashenburg                         733-1466 
Refreshments                    Debbie Anderson                             965-9279 
Sunshine Committee         Lo Rain                                           827-5793 
Social Events                    OPEN     
Head Shop Steward           John Holmstrom                              585-7094 
Website Manager               Jeff Ursillo                                      706-9549              

 * Denotes a Voting Board Member 
 
 

The Gem & Mineral Society of the Palm Beaches, Inc. is a member of the 
Eastern and Southeastern Federation of Mineral and Lapidary Societies, and is 
affiliated with the American Federation of Mineralogical and Lapidary 
Societies.  Monthly meetings are held on the third Thursday of the month 
except for December which is held on the second Thursday.  Meetings start at 
7:30 PM at the West Palm Beach Garden Club across from the South Florida 
Science Museum in Dreher Park, West Palm Beach. 
 

Gem & Mineral Society of the Palm Beaches Website 
444������������������ ���

MEMBERSHIP DUES  
 

Junior Membership - $10.00 
(Under Age 18) 

Single Membership - $15.00 
(Over Age 18) 

Family Membership - $25.00 
 (Includes 2 adults and Children Under 

Age 18 in a single household) 
 

Membership expires on December 31st 
each year and is due by the end of Febru-
ary of the new year. To renew your 
membership, make your check or money 
order out to: 
 
Gem & Mineral Society of the Palm 
Beaches, Inc. and mail to: 
 
Membership Secretary 
Gem & Mineral Society 
P.O. Box 18095 
West Palm Beach, FL  33416 
 

NAME TAGS 
Available from: 
Ace Marking Devices ($12.00) 
3308 S. Dixie Hwy. 
West Palm Beach, FL 33405 
561—833-4073 

Open Shop schedule is 
TENTATIVE due to changing 
class schedule. Call the shop 

steward listed below 
before you go! 

Shop fee is $5 per visit, payable 
to the Shop Steward. 

 
SHOP STEWARDS: 

Head Steward 
 John Holmstrom 561-585-7094    

 
Monday PM 

Michelle Renné  561-969-3291     
 

Friday PM  
Jeff Ursillo  561-706-9549 

 
SHOP PHONE 561-585-2080 


