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The next general membership meeting will be held 

Thursday February 19, 2009 
7:30 PM at the West Palm Beach Garden Club, West Palm Beach, Fl. 
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We will be viewing the National Geographic Special on the Giant Crystal Cave in Mexico. 

Again this month we will hold the Business meeting first, followed by refreshments and then the video. 
 

From the National Geographic website: Geologist Juan Manuel García-Ruiz calls it "the Sistine Chapel of 
crystals," but Superman could call it home.  A sort of south-of-the-border Fortress of Solitude, Mexico's 
Cueva de los Cristales (Cave of Crystals) contains some of the world's largest known natural crystals—
translucent beams of gypsum as long as 36 feet (11 meters).  How did the crystals reach such superheroic 
proportions?  In the new issue of the journal Geology, García-Ruiz reports that for millennia the crystals 
thrived in the cave's extremely rare and stable natural environment. Temperatures hovered consistently 
around a steamy 136 degrees Fahrenheit (58 degrees Celsius), and the cave was filled with mineral-rich water 
that drove the crystals' growth. Modern-day mining operations exposed the natural wonder by pumping water 
out of the 30-by-90-foot (10-by-30-meter) cave, which was found in 2000 near the town of Delicias 
(Chihuahua state map). Now García-Ruiz is advising the mining company to preserve the caves. "There is no 
other place on the planet," García-Ruiz said, "where the mineral world reveals itself in such beauty." 
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There is NO PARKING in the circular drive in front of the Garden Club. We can park in the Parking lot that 
is across from the Museum, or in the grass field to the west of the Garden Club (left side of the building as 
you face the front door). 
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Unless you renew your membership for 2009! A red renewal form is included in the Rockhound’s envelope 
this month. Please fill it out completely so we have a record of your correct address, phone number, e-mail as 
well as birthday information. Checks should be made payable to “Gem & Mineral Society of the Palm 
Beaches”  and may either be given to me at the meeting or mailed. The address is on the form. Dues must be 
received by March 9 to keep your membership active, so please send your renewal in ASAP. 

Ingrid Webster 
Membership Secretary 
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The door prize this 
month is a beauti-
ful  Arrowhead! 
Raffle prizes will 
include a display 
crystal, a pair of 
amber earrings and 
a carnelian pen-
dant. And as al-
ways, there will be 

plenty of surprise raffle prizes from the goodie 
box! 
 Please remember, every person arriving be-
fore 7:30 will receive a FREE door prize ticket. 
Come early this month so you can get a ticket! 

Harriet Flashenburg,, Raffle Coordinator 

The Rockhound 
Copyright 2009 

by the 
Gem & Mineral Society of the Palm Beaches, Inc. 

 
Permission to reprint original material herein not otherwise copy-

righted is granted provided credit is given 
to both author and publication. 

Articles not bylined are by the Editor. 
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Please have items for the March ROCKHOUND  
by  March 11. Submissions can be emailed to 

BNMJEFF@AOL.COM 
Or you can call Jeff Ursillo 561-706-9549 
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To associate persons of the Palm Beach area of Flor-
ida who are interested in earth sciences, to work to-
gether as an organization in the gathering, cutting, 
displaying, and studying of rocks, shells, artifacts, 
and any kind of scientific objects of interest to the 
individual and the organization to promote commu-
nity interest in these objects. 
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 Bernadette Cunningham    Lester H. Libenson 
 Kala Norton      Susuan Schwiger 
 Leisa Valerio      Phyllis Roberts 
 Leonard Peddy     Robert Schenavar 
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Apr il 19, 2009...The Annual Steak Picnic, right 
where it belongs!. Barbara Ringhiser did a great job 
threading the needle on the calendar and finding a 
date that did not conflict with Passover or Easter, so 
we should have a great turnout this year. 
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Also enclosed in the Rockhound this month is an 
application for the annual Wildacres scholarship.  
Federation dates are on the application. If you are 
not familiar with either place take a look at their 
websites: 
 Wildacres www.wildacres.org 
 William Holland
 www.lapidaryschool.org 
Both offer excellent classes and are a true bargain 
at $310 for a week (Dbl. Occupancy, class supplies, 
extra). 
The class fee covers room and board for the week 
plus the basic class cost. Supplies are extra, and the 
teachers usually have additional material for sale 
(i.e. cabochon instructor will have slabs for sale…)  

 
1 MONTH Extension!!! 

 
The Board has extended the application deadline!. 
Please have the applications back to the Board by 
February 28, 2009. 
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The meeting was called to order at 7:42 pm. by President 
Jeff Ursillo. There were two guests. The minutes from the 
previous meeting were accepted as read. 
Treasurer : Marv Berkowitz read the treasurer’s report.  
Newsletter : Contact Jeff Ursillo, with any items for 
publication. The deadline for the February newsletter is 
February 11th. 
L ibrar ian: Aurora Siegl reported that members can check 
out books for a month by signing the notebook provided. 
Book donations are always welcome as well as ideas or 
things you would like to see in the library. 
Field Tr ips: M ichelle Renée reported that Peace River is 
low but cold.  
Shop: John Holmstrom reported that the motor of the 16 
inch saw needs to be changed. He stated that a vibrating lab 
is missing from the shop and asked that if anyone had 
borrowed it to let him know. The locks on the shop will be 
changed. The ten inch saw has been replaced and the old one 
will be used at the show to cut geodes. Please remember to 
sign in whenever you are in the shop. No food is to be taken 
into the shop. 
Show: The attendance was down but everyone did an 
amazing job and it was a success. 
Social Events: KC Foster  reported that the picnic with the 
Miami Mineralogical and Lapidary Guild and the Gold Coast 
Gem and Mineral Society on January 11th was lots of fun. 
There will be another one on May 3rd. There will be a 
chicken dinner  on February 15th and the annual steak 
picnic will be on April 19th. Both of these will be at the 
Garden Club at 12 o’clock. Bring a donation for the auction, 

your own eating utensils and drink, and a dish to share. The 
Miami club’s show will be March14th and 15th at the Miami 
Science Museum. If you would like a booth or volunteer 
contact KC Foster. Volunteers get into the Science Museum 
free to see the music display. 
Website: Jen Ursillo reported that the website was finished 
and encouraged people to visit it and take a survey on the 
show. She asked for copies any pictures members may have 
from the show to add to the site. She is working on putting 
copies of previous “Rockhound”  newsletters on the site. 
Old Business: Jeff Ursillo reported that the new vote to 
approve the changes in the by-laws would include a letter 
explaining why these changes would benefit the club and a 
new ballot. The secretary will be doing the Sunshine 
committee so let Mary Barrenechea know of anyone that 
may need a card sent to them. 
New Business: There are coupons for The Gulf Coast 
Mineral, Fossil and Gem Club show to be held January 24th 
and 25th. Applications and club scholarship forms for 
Wildacres were available and in the newsletter. Ingr id 
Webster  designed a plaque to be placed in the shop to honor 
all members that have passed away.  
Classes: Today’s meeting was dedicated to the classes the 
club offers and the shop. Jen Ursillo presented the classes, 
samples of the classes, teachers and the opportunity to sign 
up. A slide show of the shop was also presented. 
The meeting ended at 8:04. 

Respectfully Submitted  
Mary Barrenechea, Secretary 
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The Society will be providing the 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

and members are asked to bring a side dish to 
share, along with their own drinks, plates and 

silverware. Auction donations are always welcome. 
The chicken will be served around Noon, so be 

sure to get to the Garden Club early 
and get a good seat! 

� � / � * � * + � ' � � � �
�

� � 6
 �	 
 
 �� � � � 	 �' 
 � � �  � � �
� � �	 
 
 �� � � 	 
 5�

 
All are welcome..if 
you would like to see 
a new world of beau-
tiful, symmetrical, 
colorful, minerals, 
please join us. We 
have giveaways at 
every meeting..and, 
usually some yummy 
munchies..feel free to bring munchies, drinks, mi-
croscope (if you have one), and an open mind… 
 
Directions? Questions? Call KC at 561-968-5287 
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 Our rolling library is now 
open and eager to be utilized.  We 
have over 200 volumes on rocks, 
minerals, fossils, classification, 
fluorescent minerals, crystals, lapi-
dary, gemstones, gem cutting, facet-
ing, jewelry making, jewelry repair, 
metal working, enameling, ceramic 
glazes, gemstone hunting, even a 

novel about gem hunting and much more.  Come browse your 
library during the meeting, check out books, and return them at 
the next meeting.   
 The following books have already been checked out 
and will be available at our February meeting: “Creative Gold 
and Silver Smithing” ,”  Jewelry Making for Beginning Craf-
ters” , “Textile Tech in Metal” , ”The Art of Gem Cutting” , 
“Gemstones of the World” , “ Indian Silver” , and “Turquoise 
Treasures” .   

Call for  L ibrary Donations: 
 If you have any books, videos or DVDs you’d like to 
donate to our library, we’d be thrilled to accept them.  Thrift 
shops and garage sales are frequently good sources for very 
reasonably priced books; some libraries even have a book re-
sale section.  Please keep us in mind!   
 Also, if you record a show on television about some-
thing our club would be interested in, please consider donating 
your recording - either VHS or DVD - to our library.  It’ s a 
great way to share information!    Thank you!  

Aurora Siegl 
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ScienceDaily (Jan. 30, 2009) — Drifting of the large 
tectonic plates and the superimposed continents is 
not only powered by the heat-driven convection 
processes in the Earth's mantle, but rather retroacts 
on this internal driving processes. In doing so, the 
continents function as a thermal blanket, which 
leads to an accumulation of heat underneath, and 
which in turn can cause the break-up of the super-
continents. 
 Alfred Wegener's theory of continental drift 
was turned up when the driving forces for continen-
tal drift were discovered during the 50s and 60s: The 
enormous heat in the Earth's core and Earth's mantle 
generates the flow of rocks within the Earth's man-
tle, a process similar to the movement of warm wa-
ter in a cooking pot. This heat-driven mass transport 
is called convection. On the Earth's surface, this 
process leads not only to plate movement but also to 
drifting of the continents floating on the plates. 
 To date however, there has been no realistic 
mathematical–physical theory describing the inter-
action between the convective movement in the 
Earths mantle and the continental drift. V. Trubitsin, 
M. Kaban und M. Rothacher from the GFZ have 
now developed a numerical model, based on the cur-
rent position of the continents, the structures of the 
Earth's mantle obtained through geophysical meas-
urements, and the current displacement rates on the 
surface. Hence they were able to calculate the future 
position of the continents in hundreds of millions of 
years. 
 It could be shown that the enormous heat in 
the Earth's interior does not generally lead to a cha-
otic mass transport within the Earth's mantle. On the 
contrary, the continents influence the heat distribu-
tion within the Earth's mantle and the associated 
convective mass flow. In other words the continents 
act as a thermal blanket causing heat to accumulate 
beneath. A self-regulating system develops, begin-
ning and ending with a super-continent. This super-
continent breaks apart due to heat accumulation 
which in turn leads to a reorganization of mantle 
convection with the pieces ultimately joining again 
to form a large super-continent. 
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By T. Scott Bryan,  Guy H. Means,  Thomas M. Scott 

 
 Walt Disney World, Apollo missions to the moon, 
orange juice--these are things the average person readily as-
sociates with Florida, but geology...? Not so much. Roadside 
Geology of Florida will change that. From the panhandle 
through the Central Lakes District all the way to the Dry 
Tortugas, authors Bryan, Scott, and Means lead you through 
a world of cavernous limestone, boiling spring heads, and 
rock strata containing the remains of some of the strangest 
animals that ever walked the Earth. The latest in this one-of-
a-kind series, Roadside Geology of Florida is divided into 
five regions, following Florida's roads to its geological won-
ders. Along the way you'll encounter a sinkhole that swal-
lowed several buildings in Winter Park; coastal sand dunes 
stranded high and dry with no shoreline in sight; and Titanis 
walleri, a 6-foot tall, predatory flightless bird. With its con-
cise descriptions, clearly written explanations, and volumi-
nous color photographs and illustrations, this book will en-
thrall you as you tour the Sunshine State, which, by the way, 
is the most recent addition to the North American continent.   

Price: $26.00, ISBN: 978-0-87842-542-6 
Pages: 376   Size: 6 x 9 
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By Jonathan Fahey, 02.03.09 

 
 A thousand ears are listening for the rumbling of earthquakes deep under the Earth's surface.  The end of last 
year had an apocalyptic feel to it: The economy was crashing. People were losing jobs. And a swarm of tiny earthquakes 
was shaking the Earth under Yellowstone National Park.  The earthquakes, which numbered more than 1,000, caught a 
lot of people's attention, including bloggers who posted frantic warnings to their sites. Happily, it also caught the atten-
tion of a recently established collection of monitoring devices. And although all the data has hardly been reviewed, the 
word, say scientists, is more promising than most of the data about the economy.  
 Among those who paid closest attention to the earthquake swarm was Mike Jackson, the director of the newly 
completed Plate Boundary Observatory, headquartered in Boulder, Colo. His observatory, part of a massive project 
funded by the National Science Foundation called EarthScope, uses incredibly sensitive instruments buried hundreds of 
feet below Yellowstone to listen to the Earth's crust. (For more on how hobbyists are starting to tune into the Earth's vi-
brations, see: MetaData: "When Is Grumpy Teenager Like An Earthquake?")  The observatory was completed in Octo-
ber. The instruments were still settling into their concrete beds when the swarm hit. Jackson dispatched researchers in 
trucks, snowmobiles and snowshoes to make sure the equipment at the surface was working and beaming the Earth's 
deep rumblings to scientists including Jake Lowenstern, who runs the Yellowstone Volcano Observatory and Robert 
Smith, a professor of geophysics at the University of Utah. Smith monitors Yellowstone geology constantly, even from 
his iPhone, and makes data available to the (sometimes nervous) public on the Web. 
 Here's what they concluded: This recent swarm of quakes amounted to the second biggest swarm in about a half-
century of Yellowstone observations. There have been 69 swarms since 1989 alone. And the total amount of energy re-
leased in this swarm, says Smith, was the equivalent of just one magnitude 4.5 earthquake.  
 That hardly suggests the end of the world. But it did mark the beginning of a new era of geology: Never before 
have geologists had the type and amount of equipment they now have in place to monitor geologic activity. It's a chance 
to get a better glimpse of what is happening literally beneath our feet.  
 What we've known for years is that Yellowstone National Park sits above a plume of magma that has forced its 
way from the earth's mantle up into the crust. The magma rises to about six miles beneath the Earth's surface. It heats the 
rocks and water above it, producing the pressurized steam and hot water that powers Yellowstone's hot springs, geysers 
and steam vents, called fumaroles.  
 As the magma moves and expands, it stresses and cracks the rock, touching off earthquakes. Sometimes the 
earthquakes are major. A magnitude 7.5 earthquake at Yellowstone killed 20 people in 1959. Geologists know that su-
perheated pockets of steam as big as a mile across explode every 1,000 years ago, though none have been directly ob-
served. 
  The magma under Yellowstone pushes up into in a cauldron-like, 35-mile-long depression called a cal-
dera. Starting in late 2004, the entire caldera started rising at a clip of about three inches per year. It is still rising today, 
though at a slower rate of 1.5 inches per year. (Though notable, this, too is not uncommon. The Long Valley Caldera, in 
Southern California, rose for 20 years, from 1980 to 2000 and then just stopped.) 
 Here's where all those new instruments come in: To understand what's behind the caldera's uprising and how it 
might stress the rock and potentially cause earthquakes or hydrothermal explosions, geologists need a better look at the 
earth's plumbing.  
 Over the last decade, Smith has been slowly installing monitoring equipment like seismometers that measure the 
rumblings of the earth and global positioning sensors that can measure how far the crust is moving. As part of the 
EarthScope project, geologists have added more of this equipment, covering Yellowstone in a rough grid. They drilled 
boreholes hundreds of feet into the rock below Yellowstone and installed "strain meters" so sensitive, says Mike Jackson 
of the Plate Boundary Observatory, that they can measure the strain on rock to the width of a single proton.  
 It takes times to resolve all that data into images of what is going on beneath the surface. Which is a long way of 
saying that geologists still don't have a clear answer of what caused the most recent earthquake swarm--or whether we'll 
experience more anytime soon.  
 Lowenstern is confident, however, that they don't mark the end of the world. "In terms of science, we never 
thought there was a chance of it turning into a volcanic explosion," he says. "But we did think there was a small chance 
of a larger earthquake or a hydrothermal explosion." Hopefully the economy follows the same trajectory. Shaken up, but 
not blown to smithereens.  
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 Moonstone is an adularia, a transparent to translucent type of orthoclase found in Alpine tension veins. Orthoclase is a 
small category of minerals within the larger group known as feldspars -- silicate minerals which make up more than 60% of 
the earth’s outer crust. Chemically speaking, moonstone is potassium aluminum silicate. It has a monoclinic crystal system 
and is found in pegmatites. Moonstone is usually colorless or very pale yellow. It has a hardness of 6 on Moh’s Scale and a 
specific gravity of 2.53 to 2.56. Places to find moonstone include Australia, India, Sri Lanka, and Madagascar. Moonstones 
have within them tiny albite crystals arranged in a regular pattern. These albite crystals reflect light in a striking way referred 
to as adularescence or schiller. When a gem displays adularescence, a small “cloud”  of light appears to shift around inside the 
stone as it is viewed from different angles. 
 Moonstones are often cut and polished into high-domed cabochons to capitalize on this effect. These spectacular 
cabochons are called “cat’s-eye moonstones.”  Sometimes a moonstone will show two bands of light which form a cross inside 
the gem. 
The writer Marbodus (circa 1035 – 1123) and Antoine Mizauld (a sixteenth-century French physician) both claimed to have 
observed the phases of the moon reflected in moonstones. Extrapolating from this supposed synchrony with the lunar cycle, 
metaphysicians use the stone to increase a woman’s fertility and to minimize her labor pains.  
References: Schumann, Walter, Handbook of Rocks, Minerals & Gemstones, Harper Collins Publishers and Houghton Mifflin 
Company, New York, NY, 1993. Knuth, Bruce G., Gems In Myth Legend and Lore, Jewelers Press, Thornton, CO, 1999. 

 Evolution isn't just for living organisms. Scientists at the Carnegie Institution have found that the mineral kingdom co-
evolved with life, and that up to two thirds of the more than 4, 000 known types of minerals on Earth can be directly or indi-
rectly linked to biological activity. The finding, published in American Mineralogist, could aid scientists in the search for life 
on other planets.  Robert Hazen and Dominic Papineau of the Carnegie Institution's Geophysical Laboratory, with six col-
leagues, reviewed the physical, chemical, and biological processes that gradually transformed about a dozen different primor-
dial minerals in ancient interstellar dust grains to the thousands of mineral species on the present-day Earth. (Unlike biological 
species, each mineral species is defined by its characteristic chemical makeup and crystal structure.)  
 "It's a different way of looking at minerals from more traditional approaches," says Hazen. "Mineral evolution is obvi-
ously different from Darwinian evolution-minerals don't mutate, reproduce or compete like living organisms. But we found 
both the variety and relative abundances of minerals have changed dramatically over more than 4.5 billion years of Earth's his-
tory."  All the chemical elements were present from the start in the Solar Systems' primordial dust, but they formed compara-
tively few minerals. Only after large bodies such as the Sun and planets congealed did there exist the extremes of temperature 
and pressure required to forge a large diversity of mineral species. Many elements were also too dispersed in the original dust 
clouds to be able to solidify into mineral crystals.  
 As the Solar System took shape through "gravitational clumping" of small, undifferentiated bodies-fragments of 
which are found today in the form of meteorites-about 60 different minerals made their appearance. Larger, planet-sized bod-
ies, especially those with volcanic activity and bearing significant amounts of water, could have given rise to several hundred 
new mineral species. Mars  and Venus, which Hazen and coworkers estimate to have at least 500 different mineral species in 
their surface rocks, appear to have reached this stage in their mineral evolution.  
 However, only on Earth-at least in our Solar System-did mineral evolution progress to the next stages. A key factor 
was the churning of the planet's interior by plate tectonics, the process that drives the slow shifting continents and ocean basins 
over geological time. Unique to Earth, plate tectonics created new kinds of physical and chemical environments where miner-
als could ( 550 million years BCE. form, and thereby boosted mineral diversity to more than a thousand  
 What ultimately had the biggest impact on mineral evolution, however, was the origin of life, approximately 4 billion 
years ago. "Of the approximately 4,300 known mineral species on Earth, perhaps two thirds of them are biologically medi-
ated," says Hazen. "This is principally a consequence of our oxygen-rich atmosphere, which is a product of photosynthesis by 
microscopic algae." Many important minerals are oxidized weathering products, including ores of iron, copper and many other 
metals.  Microorganisms and plants also accelerated the production of diverse clay minerals. In the oceans, the evolution of 
organisms with shells and mineralized skeletons generated thick layered deposits of minerals such as calcite, which would be 
rare on a lifeless planet.  
 "For at least 2.5 billion years, and possibly since the emergence of life, Earth's mineralogy has evolved in parallel with 
biology," says Hazen. "One implication of this finding is that remote observations of the mineralogy of other moons and plan-
ets may provide crucial evidence for biological influences beyond Earth." Stanford University geologist Gary Ernst called the 
study "breathtaking," saying that "the unique perspective presented in this paper may revolutionize the way Earth scientists 
regard minerals."            ScienceDaily 
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February 13-15, 2009:  Central Brevard Rock & 
Gem Club, “Symphony of Gemstones” , 950 Kiwanis 
Park Road, Kiwanis Island Park, Merritt Island, FL.  
Contact:  LaVerne Dewey, 321-453-5594, E-mail:  
bdewey@cfl.rr.com. 
 
February 21-22, 2009:  Gems-Jewelry-Crystals & 
Bead Show & Sale.  The South Florida Fairgrounds, 
9067 Southern Blvd (Hwy.98/80), West Palm Beach, 
FL, Sat-Sun 10AM-5PM.  frankcoxproductions.com. 
 
February 21-22, 2009:   Treasure Coast Rock & 
Gem Society,, Vero Beach Community Center, 14th 
Avenue & 23rd Street, Vero Beach, FL.  Contact:  
Dave Wayment, 772-532-6432, E-mail:  
tcrandgs@bellsouth.net. 
 
February 21, 2009:  Imperial Bone Valley Gem, 
Mineral and Fossil Society, Auburndale Beach Club, 
321 Ramsgate Rd., Auburndale, FL.  Contact:  Jim 
Reed, 863-644-6665. 
 
March 7-8, 2009:  “Fossil Fest 2009” , Tampa Bay 
Fossil Club, Florida State Fairgrounds, Tampa, FL.  
Contact:  Barbara Fite, 813-977-0892, or Siena 
Searle 813-909-9358.  tampabayfossil-
club@msn.com. 
 
March 13-15, 2009:  MMLG Gem, Mineral and Fos-
sil Show, at the Miami Museum of Science.  Set-up 
Friday, March 13th , 5-9PM, Sat 10AM-5PM, Sun 
10AM-5PM.  Contact:  John Speier 954-728-9963. 
 
March 13-15, 2009:  13th Annual Show, Frank Cox 
Productions, Harbor View Center, 300 Cleveland St
(downtown), Clearwater, FL  941-954-0202, E-mail:  
frankcox@comcast.net, 
www.frankcoxproductions.com 
 
March 13-15, 2009:  “Tampa Gem, Jewelry & Bead 
Show, AKS Gem Shows, Florida State Fairgrounds, 
Route 4, Tampa, FL.  Contact:  Kay Schabilion, E-
mail:  info@aksshow.com, www.aksshow.com. 
 
 

March 28-29, 2009:  Central Florida Mineral & 
Gem Society, Central Florida Fairgrounds, 4630 W. 
Colonial Dr., Orlando, FL.  Contact:  John Piziak, 
407-239-9165, E-mail:  
JOHNPIZIAK@embarqmail.com, 
www.thumblicker.com. 
 
March 27-29, 2009:  Atlantic Micromounters Con-
ference hosted by the Micromineralogists of the Na-
tional Capital Area.  MHA Conference Center, El-
kridge, MD.  Info and registration: S. Weinberger, 
cscrystals2@verizon.net. 
 
Apr il 17-23, 2009:  EFMLS Wildacres Spring Ses-
sion,   Contact: Barbara Edge, Registrar, at Bar-
bara.edge@gmail.com, or 864-433-1692. 
 
September 7-13, 2009:  EFMLS Wildacres, Fall 
Session,  see above for contact info. 
 
Apr il 20-November  8, 2009:  William Holland School of Lapi-
dary Arts, P.O. Box 980, 230 Lapidary Ln., Young Harris, GA  
30582.   706-379-2126, E-mail:  La[pidary@alltel.net, 
www.Lapidaryschool.org.  

+ � / * � � � � �� ( * 3 � ��Thank you KC…...�
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8 9 
Open Shop 

7-9PM 
 
 

10 
Fused Glass 

Class/Open Shop 
9AM—Noon 

 
 

11 
Flat Lap Class 
9AM—Noon 

 
Open Shop 

6—9PM 

12 
 

13 
Open Shop 

6-9PM 
General Work 

14    Happy 
Valentine’s Day 

15 
February Social 

Garden Club 
See Page 3 

 

16 
Open Shop 

7-9PM 
 
 

17 
Fused Glass 

Class/Open Shop 
9AM—Noon 

 

18 
Flat Lap Class 
9AM—Noon 

 
Open Shop 

6—9PM 
General Work 

19 
Membership 

Meeting 
@ Garden Club 

20 
Open Shop 

6-9PM 
General Work 

21 

22 23 
Open Shop 

7-9PM 
 
 
 

24 
Fused Glass 

Class/Open Shop 
9AM—Noon 

Board Meeting 
@ Shop 

7PM 

25 
 

26 
 

27 
Open Shop 

6-9PM 
General Work 

28 

1 2 
Open Shop 

7-9PM 
 
 
 

3 
Fused Glass 

Class/Open Shop 
9AM—Noon 

 
Board Meeting 

@ Shop 
7PM 

4 
 

5 
Micro-mounters 

 meeting 
See Page 3 

For Info 

6 
Open Shop 

6-9PM 
General Work 

7 

8 9 
Open Shop 

7-9PM 
 
 

10 
Fused Glass 

Class/Open Shop 
9AM—Noon 

 
 

11 
Flat Lap Class 
9AM—Noon 

 
Open Shop 

6—9PM 
General Work 

12 
 

13 
Open Shop 

6-9PM 
General Work 

14 
 

15 
 

16 
Open Shop 

7-9PM 
 
 

17 
Fused Glass 

Class/Open Shop 
9AM—Noon 

 

18 
Flat Lap Class 
9AM—Noon 

 
Open Shop 

6—9PM 
General Work 

19 
Membership 

Meeting 
@ Garden Club 

20 
Open Shop 

6-9PM 
General Work 

21 

� � � � 
 �9: : ; ��

New shop rules are in effect . Copies are available at the shop.  
Please note on your  shop waiver  form that you have received and read the new rules. 

New liability forms need to be signed for  2009 for  anyone using the shop. 
 $5 shop use fee is NOT charged when attending a class. Whether attending a class or using the shop, you 

must sign a Liability Waiver (New waiver must be signed after the first of every year) 
and sign the Shop’s Log book on each visit.  



February 2009 Volume 43 No. 6 

The ROCKHOUND 
Official publication of the Gem & Mineral Society of the Palm Beaches, Inc. 

Page 9 

Classes  

CLASS INSTRUCTOR PHONE COST DATE TIME 

Art Clay Silver Michelle Renné 561-969-3291 $50 + $85 materials 
(depending on cost of 
silver) 

Saturday, 
TBD 

10-4PM at the Shop 

Cabochon  
Six 3-hr sessions 

Ed Flashenburg 561-733-1466 $60 Thursday 
 

9-12 AM at the Shop 

Chain Making (Beg) – 
Box Chain 

Kelly Azor 561-635-7619 $40 + $20 materials Saturday,  
Date TBD 

1-4PM at the Shop 

Chain Making (Beg) – 
Byzantine Chain 

Kelly Azor 561-635-7619 $40 + $30 materials Saturday, 
date TBD 

1-4PM at the Shop 

Chain Making (Beg) – 
Japanese Exploration  

Jen Ursillo 561-329-4343 /
morocket@aol.com 

$30 + $25 materials Tuesday, 
date TBD 

7-9:30PM at the Shop 

Chain Making (Adv) – 
Snake Chain  

Jen Ursillo 561-329-4343 /
morocket@aol.com 

$30 + $25 materials Saturday, 
TBD 

1-4PM at the Shop 

Chain Making (Adv) – 
Turkish Round 

Jen Ursillo 561-329-4343 /
morocket@aol.com 

$30 + $25 materials Saturday, 
TBD 

1-4PM at the Shop 

Enameling on Copper  
Two 3-hr sessions  

Hazel Levin 561-439-6915 $40 + $15 materials Two 
Tuesday 
afternoons 
TBD 

1-4PM at the Shop 

Enameling on Copper  
Two 3-hr sessions  

Hazel Levin 561-439-6915 $40 + $15 materials Two 
Saturday 
sessions  
TBD 

1-4PM at the Shop 

Flat Lap Ed Flashenburg 561-733-1466 $40 + $10 Supplies Wednesday 9AM—Noon at the shop 

Fused Glass 
(Beginner/Tuesday) 

Ed Flashenburg/
John Holmstrom 

561-733-1466/ 
561-585-7094 

$40 + $15 materials 
Or $5.00 open shop fee 

Ongoing - 
Tuesdays – 
call to 
confirm 

9:30—Noon at the Shop 

Fused Glass 
(Beginner/Saturday) 

Michelle Renné 561-969-3291 $40 + $15 materials  Saturday, 
TBD 

 12-4PM at the Shop 

Fused Glass 
(Advanced) 

Michelle Renné 561-969-3291 $40 + $15 materials  Saturday, 
TBD 

 12-4PM at the Shop 

Non-solder Wire Work Michelle Renné 561-969-3291 $40 + $15 materials  Saturday, 
date TBD 

 12-4PM at the Shop 

Right Angle Weave 
Cubes 

Jen Ursillo 561-329-4343 /
morocket@aol.com 

$40 + $50 for optional 
kit OR supply list can be 
provided 

Saturday, 
TBD 

1-4PM at the Shop 

Wire Wrapping 
(Beginner) 

Cynthia Lariviere 772-285-3987 $40 + bring your own 
supplies (list provided) 

Tuesday,  
TBD 

7-9PM at the Shop 

7� � $ �� � � � 
 � �� 
 � 	 � � � � � 	 � � � �
Members can be certified on the Society’s Jump Ringer at either the Monday or Friday night Open Shop sessions. 
Members will be certified after instruction by the Shop steward, or by demonstrating their knowledge of the equipment. 
$5.00 shop fee applies. As always, call ahead to be sure Shop will be open. 
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President*       Jeff Ursillo   706-9549 

1st Vice President*    Michelle Renné   969-3291 

2nd Vice President*    Jen Ursillo   329-4343 

Secretary*   Mary Barrenechea  429-4388 

Treasurer*   Marv Berkowitz   364-9696 

 

9: : ; �� � � � / ' * � �9: : ; �� � � � / ' * � �9: : ; �� � � � / ' * � �9: : ; �� � � � / ' * � � ����
 

Past President*   Barbara Ringhiser  588-5458 

Past President*   Michelle Renné   969-3291 

Past President*   Jeff Ursillo   706-9549 

Show Chairman*   Carl Bengtson   641-4493 

 

/ * � � � ' ' � � �/ ( - � � � � * � , �/ * � � � ' ' � � �/ ( - � � � � * � , �/ * � � � ' ' � � �/ ( - � � � � * � , �/ * � � � ' ' � � �/ ( - � � � � * � , � �
 

Class Coordinator Jen Ursillo   329-4343 

Field Trips  Michelle Renné   969-3291 

Historian  OPEN 

Hostess   Coralie Norvell    965-4748 

Librarian  Aurora Siegl   988-7006 

Membership*   Ingrid Webster   793-8646 

Newsletter Editor*  Jeff Ursillo   706-9549 

Programs  The Board 

Raffle Coordinator Harriet Flashenburg  733-1466 

Refreshments  Debbie Anderson   965-9279 

Sunshine Committee Mary Barrenechea  429-4388 

Social Events  KC Foster   968-5287 

   Barbara Ringhiser  588-5458  

Head Shop Steward John Holmstrom   585-7094 

Website Manager  Jen Ursillo   329-4343  

 

*  Denotes a Voting Board Member 

The Gem & Mineral Society of the Palm Beaches, Inc. is a member of the 
Eastern and Southeastern Federation of Mineral and Lapidary Societies, and 
is affiliated with the American Federation of Mineralogical and Lapidary 
Societies.  Monthly meetings are held on the third Thursday of the month 
except for December which is held on the second Thursday.  Meetings start 
at 7:30 PM at the West Palm Beach Garden Club across from the South 
Florida Science Museum in Dreher Park, West Palm Beach. 
 

Gem &  M ineral Society of the Palm Beaches Website 

? ? ? �� 
 � � �  � � � 
 � � � �� � ����

MEMBERSHIP DUES 
 

Junior Membership - $10.00 
(Under Age 18) 

Single Membership - $15.00 
(Over Age 18) 

Family Membership - $25.00 
 (Includes 2 adults and Children Under 

Age 18 in a single household) 
 

Membership expires on December 31st 
each year and is due by the end of Febru-
ary of the new year. To renew your 
membership, make your check or money 
order out to: 
 
Gem & Mineral Society of the Palm 
Beaches, Inc. and mail to: 
 
Membership Secretary 
Gem & Mineral Society 
P.O. Box 18095 
West Palm Beach, FL  33416 
 

NAME TAGS 
Available from: 
Ace Marking Devices ($12.00) 
3308 S. Dixie Hwy. 
West Palm Beach, FL 33405 
561—833-4073 

Open Shop schedule is 
TENTATIVE due to changing 
class schedule. Call the shop 

steward listed below 
before you go! 

Shop fee is $5 per visit, payable 
to the Shop Steward. 
SHOP STEWARDS: 

Head Steward 
 John Holmstrom 561/585-7094   

Monday PM 
Michelle Renné  561/969-3291     

Wednesday AM 
Ed Flashenburg 561-733-1466 

Fr iday PM  
Jeff Ursillo  561/706-9549 

Saturday PM 
Keith Allum 561/689-2565 

 
SHOP PHONE 561/585-2080 


