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The next general membership meeting will be held 

Thursday December 10, 2009 
7:30 PM at Meadow Park Elementary School, West Palm Beach, Fl. 
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We will be meeting at Meadow Park Elementary School . The school is located at  956 Florida Mango Road in West Palm Beach, just 
South of Summit Blvd on the East side of the road. Directions to Meadow Park Elementary School: Exit I-95 at Forest Hill Blvd. and 
travel west to Florida Mango Road. Proceed north on Florida Mango approximately one mile. Meadow Park Elementary is on the east 
side of the street. 
The program will be our annual Show and Sell. This is the time to show other members of the Society your talents. If you would like a 
table call either Jeff Ursillo (561-706-9549) or Barbara Ringhiser (561-588-5458. Tables are $10 each. 
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The following slate was submitted to the Board at it’s December 1, 2009 meeting: 
 
  President: Michelle Renné  Secretary: Nina Murray 
  1st VP: Jen Ursillo  Treasurer: Marv Berkowitz 
  2nd VP: Samantha Lazzaro 
  This is the committee’s final report. We will hold elections at the December membership meeting. Nominations 
will be accepted from the floor then. There can be more than one candidate for any office, so give it some thought. If you are inter-
ested in running for office, please contact anyone on the Nominating Committee for information about the office. You can contact 
Ron Ketelaar (561-252-8674), Lo Rain (561-827-5793) or KC Foster (561-968-5287). 

� � � � � � � �� � � 	 � �� � � � � � � 	 � � � �
 Date: Saturday, December 12th Place: Holiday Inn on Belvedere Rd. West Palm Beach west of I95 and on the 
north side of the road before the railroad tracks. Our banquet will be on the 2nd floor. Time: 6:15 pm crudités and 
cheese and crackers. Buffet at 7 pm Cost: $10 for guests and members who didn©t work at the show for 3 or 4 hours, 
depending on the shift you worked. Attire: anywhere from tastefully casual to all dressed up. It©s up to you. 
 If you wish to participate in the gift exchange (anonymous), bring a $10 hobby related gift. If the gift is spe-
cifically for a man or woman, mark it as such. If you want to attend, call Barbara Ringhiser at 
561-588-5458 or e-mail her at bar5678@aol.com. 

Menu 
 Salads: tossed garden salad with assorted dressings, tomato cucumber vinaigrette, sliced fresh fruit 
 display, warm rolls and butter 
 Main Courses: braised beef burgundy, fresh Florida fish in a lemon butter sauce,  chicken fettuccini 
 alfredo 
 Vegetables: parsley new potatoes,  yellow rice, vegetable medley 
 Desser ts:  (please wait till all have had dessert before having seconds..) 
 chef©s dessert assortment, coffee, decaf , iced tea 
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December’s Door prize and raffle items are 
going to be a mystery!!! 
  
Thanks again to Ron Ketelaar and Andrea 
Petretti for again handling the raffle in 
November.  

The Rockhound 
Copyright 2009 

by the 
Gem & Mineral Society of the Palm Beaches, Inc. 

 
Permission to reprint original material herein not otherwise 

copyrighted is granted provided credit is given 
to both author and publication. 

Ar ticles not bylined are by the Editor . 
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Please have items for the January ROCKHOUND  by 

January 7. Submissions can be emailed to 
BNMJEFF@AOL.COM 

Or you can call Jeff Ursillo 561-706-9549 

� � ( � �� ( � � � � � �
To associate persons of the Palm Beach area of Florida 
who are interested in earth sciences, to work together as an 
organization in the gathering, cutting, displaying, and 
studying of rocks, shells, artifacts, and any kind of scien-
tific objects of interest to the individual and the organiza-
tion to promote community interest in these objects. 

� � � � � � � � �&� � 	 
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  Mary Barrenechea  Alice Boyett   Terris Collins 
  Bob Durney   Harriet Flashenburg  Thor Goff 
  Susie Moncada  Fran Peltz   Paul Perryman 
  Capt. John Rollins  Josey Stamper   Jen Ursillo 
  Jennifer Yates 

* � +� � 	 � � � � 
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 The Board has decided to offer advertising space 
in the Rockhound. Ads will be business card sized (2 x 3 
1/2 inches). The ad can advertise your business, or hobby 
related business, but do NOT have to be hobby related. 
Ads are available to members or companies that members 
own only. Advertising rates are $55 per year for 12 inser-
tions. If response is strong enough, the ads will be put into 
a special advertising page. Till then, they will be randomly 
inserted throughout the newsletter. , , , , , , , , � ! ' � � � ! � , , , , , , , ,  

The Board would like to remind everyone that there 
is NO selling at the regular membership meetings. 

The TY Park outings as well as the December 
member’s sale are available for selling. Bringing 
items in for an informal “Show and Tell”  is fine, 

but not for sale. 
There is NO PARKING in the circular drive or on 
the grass bordering it in front of the Garden Club. 
We can park in the Parking lot that is across from 
the Museum, or in the grass field to the west of the 
Garden Club (left side of the building as you face 

the front door). 

#( � � 
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If you know of any Society members who are under the 
weather, injured or just not at 100%, please let Sunshine 
Lady Lo Rain know, and she will send a card on behalf 
of the Society. Lo can be reached at 561-827-5793 

� � � � � * � �� * � $ � �- . �
The Florida Gold Coast  Gem & Mineral Society has in-
vited us to their Holiday Party! The party will be Wednes-
day, Dec. 16 at 7 PM. The party will be held at the Apple 
Creek Condominium Clubhouse, located at  7301 W. Sun-
rise Blvd, Ft. Lauderdale. Gift exchange ($10 and under, 
hobby related), food always welcome! If you are planning 
on attending call Marcie Muller at 954-214-9339. 
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The meeting was called to order by President Jeff Ur-
sillo. There were four guests. The minutes from the 
previous meeting were accepted as read. 
Treasurer : Marv Berkowitz read the treasurer’s re-
port. 
Newsletter : Contact Jeff Ursillo if you would like to 
receive the newsletter via e-mail him. His e-mail ad-
dress is on page 2 of the Rockhound.  By using e-mail 
you will save on postage and be able to see all the pic-
tures in color. The deadline for the December newslet-
ter is December 2, 2009. 
L ibrary: Nina Murray reported that a list of books by 
title or author is available. Let her know if you would 
like a copy. After the holidays a list of videos will be 
available. 
Membership: Aurora Siegl reported that there were 
two new members. New members and membership re-
newals paid now are good through 2010. 
Classes: There are no changes. there will be a wire 
wrapping class starting after Thanksgiving. 
Website: Jeff Ursillo reported that the website is do-
ing Fantastic.  There have been 50 to 80 hit’s a day and 
after the article in the Palm Beach Post about “Sue” the 
mastodon there were 200 hit’s a day. 
Shop: Jeff Ursillo  reported that there would be no 
open shop this Friday night or the Friday following 
Thanksgiving. Check the calendar for a complete 
schedule.  
Field Tr ips: Michelle Renné reported that Alan Melt-
zer  would be glad to have members come to view his 
Petrified wood and fossil collection. Anyone interested 
contact Michelle Renné. 
Show: Barbara Ringhiser  reported that  the tables and 
the mastodon picture are set up. A list of volunteer va-
cancies was read. Exhibit cases will be set up Friday 
morning. Anyone volunteering at the show for four 
hours will be able to attend the Holiday Banquet for 
free.  
Social Events: Jeff Ursillo reported that the Holiday 
Banquet is December 12th at the Holiday Inn on Bel-
vedere road. 
New Business: Jeff Ursillo reminded everyone that 
the December general meeting will be followed by a 
show and sell.  Members may show and sell there lapi-
dary work. 
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All are welcome..if you would like to see a new world 

of beautiful, symmetrical, colorful, minerals, please join 
us. We 

have giveaways at every meeting..and, usually some 
yummy munchies.. feel free to bring munchies, drinks, 

microscope (if you have one), and an open mind…
Directions? Questions? Call KC at 561-968-5287 

Old Business: Ron Ketelaar   gave the slate of 
nominations for officers for 2010 that was pre-
sented to the board on Nov. 3rd. It was as follows: 
 
President, Michelle Renné 
1st Vice President, Jen Ursillo 
2nd Vice President, Samantha Lazzaro 
Secretary, open 
Treasurer, Marv Berkowitz 
 
The final report and election of officers will take 
place at the December general meeting on Decem-
ber 10th.  
The Holiday Banquet and Installation of Officers 
will be December 12th at the Holiday Inn on Bel-
vedere Road, W. Palm Beach. 
 

Respectfully Submitted: 
Mary Barrenechea  

Secretary 

� %! #�* � ! �� %! ))�
Please check the address label on the 

Rockhound envelope. If  the year above 
your name reads 2009, then it is time for 

you to pay your dues for 2010. 
Please use the enclosed renewal form, so 
that we can be sure the information we 

have will be accurate for the 2010 
Membership Roster. There is a space on 
the renewal form if you do NOT want to 

be included in the 2010 Roster 
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Via Geology.com��

�
Discovered by a Farmer Plowing His Field 

In 1920, a farmer was plowing a field near Grootfontein, Na-
mibia when his plow suddenly screeched to a halt. Curious about 
what he had run into he dug in the soil to find a large piece of 
metal. The large metal mass quickly attracted the attention of 
scientists and others, who identified it as a meteorite and re-
moved the soil around it. Although excavated, the meteorite has 
not been moved from its location of discovery because of its 
great weight. However, many pieces have been removed for 
scientific study and through vandalism. 
 

A 66-Ton Meteorite 
The farmer had discovered a 66-ton iron meteorite - the largest 
single meteorite ever found and the largest piece of iron ever 
found near Earth©s surface. It is tabular in shape and about nine 
feet long, nine feet wide and about three feet thick. It was given 
the name "Hoba" because it was discovered on a farm named 
"Hoba West". Hoba is thought to have fallen to Earth about 
80,000 years ago. It is composed of about 84% iron, 16% nickel, 

and trace amounts of cobalt and other metals. An abundance of iron oxides in the soil around the meteorite suggests that it was 
much larger than 66 tons when it landed and has suffered significant losses from oxidation.  

No Crater? 
It is surprising that this meteorite is not surrounded by a crater. Objects of this size should punch through the atmosphere at a very 
high rate of speed and hit Earth with enough force to blast a significant crater. No crater is present around the site of the meteorite. 
This suggests that it fell to earth at a lower rate of speed than expected. Some scientists believe that the flat shape of the object may 
be responsible for its low velocity at impact. 

A Namibian National Monument  
The Namibian government has declared the meteorite and the site where it rests as a national monument. The site now has a small 
tourist center and is visited by thousands of people each year.  

Photograph of the Hoba Meteorite taken by Giraud Patrick on 
August 13, 2006. Hoba weighs about 66 tons and is nine feet 
long by nine feet wide by three feet thick.   

� � � 6 � � 
 �0 � � � �7� � � � � �
author unknown—from Rock Rollers, September 2004 

 Jasper is much more troublesome to polish than agate because many varieties are “earthy”  and porous, and others contain 
hematite, which is itself difficult to polish. 
 
 If you are on a field trip, a good way to test jasper is to wet it. ( Do not lick it.) If it absorbs the water and dries rapidly, 
throw it away. It will not polish. If it stays wet and does not dry right away, keep it. It contains a high amount of chalcedony and will 
take a good polish. Most Jaspers polish well on leather with Linde-A, but good results can be obtained with tin oxide on either 
leather or felt. Always remember that a fine sanding job is the secret of good polishing. 
 
 When tumbling softer, hard to polish material, don’ t start with the coarse grit. Start with the second grit and go one grit 
finer than the #3 grit used on agates. In polishing, fill the tumbler 3/4 to 7/8 full (if not using pellets) so the stones will roll and not 
fall. This way you do not have the stones beating the polish off the ends. 
Also, cerium oxide will polish better than regular tumbler polishing agents. It does not take very much cerium to do this job, about 
1/2 as much as the regular tumble polish. 

* �� � � � � �8 � � � �� � � ( 	 �	 
 � �. 332�#
 � 8 �  �
It went very well! The crowd was down very slightly from last year, the dealers as a whole were happy, some 
having their best show ever. There were some lessons learned and we will make adjustments for next year, but 
overall things ran smoothly. The redesign on the Mine worked very well..no leaks!!. We will have a lot more 
about the show in next months Rockhound…. 
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Fermi telescope finds evidence that positrons, not just electrons, are in storms on Earth 

By Ron Cowen  
 WASHINGTON — Designed to scan the heavens thousands to bil-
lions of light-years beyond the solar system for gamma rays, the Fermi 
Gamma-ray Space Telescope has also picked up a shocking vibe from Earth. 
During its first 14 months of operation, the flying observatory has detected 17 
gamma-ray flashes associated with terrestrial storms — and some of those 
flashes have contained a surprising signature of antimatter. 
 
 During two recent lightning storms, Fermi recorded gamma-ray emis-
sions of a particular energy that could have been produced only by the decay 
of energetic positrons, the antimatter equivalent of electrons. The observations 
are the first of their kind for lightning storms. Michael Briggs of the University 
of Alabama in Huntsville announced the puzzling findings November 5 at the 
2009 Fermi Symposium. “ It’s a surprise to have found the signature of posi-
trons during a lightning storm,”   Briggs said. 
 

 The 17 flashes Fermi detected occurred just before, during and immediately after lightning strikes, as tracked by the World 
Wide Lightning Location Network. During lightning storms previously observed by other spacecraft, energetic electrons moving 
toward the craft slowed down and produced gamma rays. The unusual positron signature seen by Fermi suggests that the normal 
orientation for an electric field associated with a lightning storm somehow reversed, Briggs said. Modelers are now working to fig-
ure out how the field reversal could have occurred. But for now, he said, the answer is up in the air. 
 
 Recording gamma-ray flashes — which have the potential to harm airplanes in storms — isn’ t new. The first were found by 
NASA’s Compton Gamma-ray Observatory in the early 1990s. NASA’s RHESSI satellite, which primarily looks at X-ray and 
gamma-ray emissions from the sun, has found some 800 terrestrial gamma-ray flashes, Briggs noted. 

%� � � ' � � 0 �#� � " #�
Dec. 4-6, 2009, Spr ing Hill, Flor ida 
Withlacoochee Rockhounds 
Slovene American Club, 13383 County Line Rd. 
Contact: James Raffone 
Phone: 727-862-4560 
Email: info@withlacoocheerockhounds.com 
Website: http://www.withlacoocheerockhounds.com 
 
January 16-17, 2009, Deland, Flor ida 
Tomoka Gem & Mineral Society 
Annual Jewelry, Gem Mineral & Fossil Show 
Volusia County Fairgrounds, St. Rte 44, Deland 
Contact: Florence D. Nordquist 
Phone: 386-226-4032 
E-mail: fndesign@aol.com 
Website: http://www.tomokagms.org 
 
January 15-17, 2010, Largo, Flor ida 
Pinellas Geological Society. 
33rd Annual Gem, Jewelry and Mineral Show and Sale, 
Parkside Room, Largo Cultural Center.  
Hours: 16th & 17th, 10:00 A.M.-6:00 P.M.; 
18th, 12:00 Noon-5:00 P.M. 
Contact: Hugh Sheffield @727.897.2440�

� � � � � � 	 � � � � �� � �#� � � �� � � � � � � � �� � � � 	 � �
via Rockwood Rockhound News, November 1999 

Cameos are raised figures that form the image of an item. Casting 
is the replacement of a item by forming a mold, removing the item 
from the mold material and filling the void left with molten metal 
and cooling. 

Channel work - The lines of the design are formed with vertical 
metal strip backed by horizontal sheet metal. The  spaces between 
the strip are filled with polished rock or gem material. This gives 
color to the design. 

Enameling is the fusion of ground glass on a metal surface. 
Engraving is the formation of a pattern in a base material by re-
moving metal from the base. 

Filigree is the formation of patterns from wires twisted, coiled, or 
otherwise shaped and then soldered into a wire framework. 

Intarsia and Mosaic are formed by forming a pattern from indi-
vidual pieces of stone, slab, or tile. 

Wire-Wrapping is coiled, twisted and bound wire formed into a 
pattern which also holds and frames gem materials. 
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by Jim Elriot, from Arrowhead News, June 2009  

 I was first introduced to the wonders and beauty of geodes by a childhood neighbor and elementary school 
friend when we were in the sixth grade. At this particular rock shop I spent at least 30 minutes sorting through, scru-
tinizing and hefting just about every Mexican coconut geode from the large barrel they were stored in. When we got 

back to my friend©s house, I carefully cracked open my new prize 
using a framing hammer and was fortunate enough to have it split 
cleanly in half, without any eye injury or other bodily damage. The 
excitement and noise immediately increased to a huge level of 
whooping and shouting when we noticed that this geode was 90% 
hollow and lined with the most beautiful sparkling smoky gray 
quartz crystals imaginable. This was my first look at the inside of a 
geode and it was incredible!  
 This is what got me hooked into researching, collecting and 
learning as much as I could about geodes, and mineralogy. Since that 

day, my geode collection has continued to grow and overtake my display shelves, the basement and other available 
storage spaces. I still have that very first geode in my collection. Further study of geodes led me to the polyhedroid 
geodes, which are perhaps one of the most unusual geodes to have ever been found. What makes these the strangest 
of all geodes is their strong geometric shapes, so unlike their spherical cousins the coconuts, Keokuk©s, Ocos and 
other typically round geodes. Even the amethyst cathedrals of Brazil still maintain a cylindrical bubble-like shape, 
vastly different from the straight, angular geometric shape of the polyhedroid geode. The first time I saw one, it was 
very difficult to resolve the clash between what is obviously a natural agate and crystal lined geode with the very 
strong geometric unnatural linear appearance. The best quality polyhedroids feature sharp, colorful fortification agate 
bands that follow the typically triangular or trapezoidal shape of the pseudomorph. Most polyhedroid geodes are 
quartz. They have cream, pale brown, to dark gray flat faces. The number of faces ranges from five to ten or more. 
Black, gray, and white seem to be most common colors of the Polyhedroid geodes. Shapes can be a variety of well 
defined geometric forms. The formation of these geodes is still a topic of discussion among geologists.  
 Polyhedroids are filled in, like your typical geode, with agate bands and quartz crystals but the angular and 
linear appearance certainly make you wonder where nature went astray. No one is absolutely certain about how these 
geodes were formed, since their shapes do not match any crystal structures of various minerals that the agate may 
have replaced. The unique aspect of polyhedroid geodes is that their cavities are very angular and geometric, not 
round and symmetrical like the typical nodular appearance of most agates and geodes. The most agreed upon forma-
tion theory is that the sharp geometric lines are thought to be the result of the geode 
forming in the interstices between tabular crystals of calcite. In other words, the ge-
odes formed in the somewhat randomly shaped angled spaces between calcite crystal 
formations.  
 Over time silica replaced the calcite, resulting in the wonderful flat faces we 
see today. Silica then filled the cavity between the calcite lattice spaces, in the typi-
cal geode formation process similar to that of gas bubble geode development. The 
geodes themselves are often hollow Polyhedroids were first found in the clay depos-
its formed from the decomposition of rock matrix, so all of the traces of their geo-
logic past are gone. Polyhedroid geodes are from Brazil, and were found in only one 
locale in Paraiba, a small state in the northeast coast of Brazil. These unique geodes 
were discovered in 1974. These distinctive specimens were only available for a very 
short time and are extremely difficult to locate today, since no new material has been 
produced since then. They were very popular used as jewelry items in the I 970s. 
From fascinating to almost bizarre, geodes will always hold a special, if not unusual 
place in my heart and in my collection. However, Polyhedroid geodes get the first place strangest award!  
Bibliography: Cross, Brad L. and Zeltner, June Culp, Geodes - Nature©s Treasures, Gem Guides Book Co., Baldwin 
Park, California, 2006  
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Board  Member JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC 

J. Ursillo Y Y Y Y Y Y NO MTG Y Y Y Y  

M. Renné N Y Y N Y N NO MTG Y Y Y Y  

Jen Ursillo Y Y Y Y Y Y NO MTG Y Y Y Y  

M.  Barrenechea Y Y Y N Y N NO MTG Y Y Y N  

M. Berkowitz Y Y Y Y Y SBR NO MTG SBR SBR SBR Y  

B. Ringhiser Y N Y Y Y Y NO MTG Y Y Y Y  

A. Siegl    Y Y Y NO MTG Y R R R  

J. Holmstrom Y Y Y Y SB SB NO MTG SB SB SB Y  

&� � � � �' � � 	 � � 
 ��* 	 	 � � � � � � � �
For general information. If no one is interested, let me know. 

SB (snow bird) means up North for the summer, SBR means up north and reporting to Board. 

" 
 � � � �� � �	 
 � �
0 ' #� &:� �� 
 � � ; ; ; �

#� 	 ( � � � � �� � � � �#
 � �    �
...will be suspended till after the first of the 
year. The useage of the shop on Saturday was 
not what I had hoped, but come the new year 
we will take another look at it. 

Jeff 

. 332�0 � � � � �� � � � �� � � � � �" � � � � � �
The winner of the Grand 
Door Prize, a spessartite 
garnet necklace with an 
18k gold clasp, was 
Justin Reeves from 
Loxahatchee.  He col-
lects gemstones and 
goes to North Caroline 
to collect them.  He says 
he wouldn©t miss our 
show for the world.  He 
picked up a brochure 

about the club at the show and will try to get to a meeting.  His 
fiancé will get the necklace. 

� � 	 � � � � 	 � � 
 �0 � � � � 
 � �� � � �0 � � � 	 � � � �8 � � � � 	 � � ��
websites  

http://gemhunter.webs.com/  
http://geologicalconsultant.webs.com/  
http://diamondprospector.webs.com/  
 

blogs  
http://gemstonehunter.blogspot.com/ 
http://wygemstones.blogspot.com/  
http://WyRuby.blogspot.com  
http://discussionsondiamonds.blogspot.com/  
http://iolite-wyoming.blogspot.com  
http://leucitehills.blogspot.com/  
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29 
 

30 
Open Shop 

7-9PM 
 

Call first 
Michelle 

561-969-3291 

1 
Board Meeting 

7 PM 
At the Shop 

2 
Beads 

On the Ave 
151 SE 2nd Ave 

Delray Beach 
Open Beading 

6—8 PM 
 

3 
 

4 
Open Shop 

6-9PM 
General Work 

Call first 
Jeff 

561-706-9549 

5  
Gemstone & Bead 
1937 N Military Trl # 1 

W Palm Beach 
SW corner Military 

& Okeechobee 
Open Beading 

10:30-2 
 

6 
 

7 
Open Shop 

7-9PM 
 

Call first 
Michelle 

561-969-3291 

8 9 
Beads 

On the Ave 
151 SE 2nd Ave 

Delray Beach 
Open Beading 

6—8 PM 
 

10 
Membership 

Meeting 
Show & Sell 

and Elections 
 
 

11 
Open Shop 

6-9PM 
General Work 

Call first 
Jeff 

561-706-9549 

12 
Holiday Banquet 

And 
Installation 

Of Officers for 
2010 

See page 1 
For information 

13 
 

14 
Open Shop 

7-9PM 
 

Call first 
Michelle 

561-969-3291 

15 
 

16 
Beads 

On the Ave 
151 SE 2nd Ave 

Delray Beach 
Open Beading 

6—8 PM 
 

17 
 

18 
Open Shop 

6-9PM 
General Work 

Call first 
Jeff 

561-706-9549 

19 
Gemstone & Bead 
1937 N Military Trl # 1 

W Palm Beach 
SW corner Military 

& Okeechobee 
Open Beading 

10:30-2 

20 
 

21 
Open Shop 

7-9PM 
Call first 
Michelle 

561-969-3291 

22 23)  
 Beads 

On the Ave 
151 SE 2nd Ave 

Delray Beach 
Open Beading 

6—8 PM 
 

24 
 

25 
 

MERRY 
CHRISTMAS! 

 
NO 

OPEN 
SHOP 

26 
Gemstone & Bead 
1937 N Military Trl # 1 

W Palm Beach 
SW corner Military 

& Okeechobee 
Open Beading 

10:30-2 
 

27 28 
Open Shop 

7-9PM 
Call first 
Michelle 

561-969-3291 

29 30 
Beads 

On the Ave 
151 SE 2nd Ave 

Delray Beach 
Open Beading 

6—8 PM 

31 

NEW 
YEARS 

EVE 

1 
HAPPY 
NEW 

YEAR!! 
NO 

OPEN 
SHOP 

2 
Gemstone & Bead 
1937 N Military Trl # 1 

W Palm Beach 
SW corner Military 

& Okeechobee 
Open Beading 

10:30-2 

Please note on your shop waiver  form that you have received and read the shop rules. 
New liability forms need to be signed in 2 places for  anyone using the shop. 

 $5 shop use fee is NOT charged when attending a class. Whether attending a class or using the shop, you must sign a Liability Waiver (New waiver must be signed 
after the first of every year). and sign the Shop’s Log book on each visit.  Jump ringer certification is available on Monday or Friday nights. 

Jump Ringer blades are available at the shop. 

Please remember to call the listed shop stewards for Open Shop nights to be sure the shop will be open. 
It is best to call the day before. 
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Members interested in taking classes are requested tocontact the teacher directly to schedule a class, as op-
posed to contacting the Coordinator. The teachers will then be responsible for contacting the Head Shop 
Steward to make sure the shop is available. The class coordinator will be a central information point be-
tween teachers and the Society and will still report on classes at the meetings. 

CLASS INSTRUCTOR COST DATE TIME 

Art Clay Silver Michelle Renné 
561-969-3291 

$50 + $85 materials 
(depending on cost of silver) 

Saturday, TBD 10-4PM at the Shop 

Cabochon  
Six 3-hr sessions 

Ed Flashenburg 
561-733-1466 

$60 Thursday 
 

6-9PM at the Shop 

Chain Making (Beg) – Box 
Chain 

Kelly Azor 
561-688-7903 

$30 + $25 materials Saturday,  
Date TBD 

1-4PM at the Shop 

Chain Making (Beg) – 
Byzantine Chain 

Kelly Azor 
561-688-7903 

$30 + $25 materials Saturday, 
date TBD 

1-4PM at the Shop 

Chain Making (Beg) – 
Japanese Exploration  

Jen Ursillo 
561-329-4343 

$30 + $25 materials Tuesday, 
date TBD 

7-9:30PM at the Shop 

Chain Making (Adv) – Snake 
Chain  

Jen Ursillo 
561-329-4343 

$30 + $25 materials Saturday, 
date TBD 

1-4PM at the Shop 

Chain Making (Adv) – Turkish 
Round 

Jen Ursillo 
561-329-4343 

$30 + $25 materials Saturday, 
date TBD 

1-4PM at the Shop 

Enameling on Copper  
Two 3-hr sessions  

Hazel Levin 
561-439-6915 

$40 + $15 materials Two Tuesday 
afternoons TBD 

1-4PM at the Shop 

Enameling on Copper  
Two 3-hr sessions  

Hazel Levin 
561-439-6915 

$40 + $15 materials Two Saturday 
sessions  
TBD 

1-4PM at the Shop 

Flat Lap Ed Flashenburg 
561-733-1466 

$40 + $10 Supplies Wednesday 9AM—Noon at the shop 

Faceting KC Foster 
561-968-5287 

 

$80 + $20 materials 
6 sessions 

Monday TBD 

Fused Glass 
(Beginner/Tuesday) 

Ed Flashenburg/John 
Holmstrom 
561-733-1466 

$40 + $15 materials 
Or $5.00 open shop fee 

Ongoing - 
Tuesdays – call 
to confirm 

9:30—Noon at the Shop 

Fused Glass 
(Beginner/Saturday) 

Michelle Renné 
561-969-3291 

$40 + $15 materials  Saturday, 
date TBD 

 12-4PM at the Shop 

Fused Glass (Advanced) Michelle Renné 
561-969-3291 

$40 + $15 materials  Saturday, 
date TBD 

 12-4PM at the Shop 

Non-solder Wire Work Michelle Renné 
561-969-3291 

$40 + $15 materials  Saturday, 
date TBD 

 12-4PM at the Shop 

Kumihimo 
(Japanese Weaving) 

Kelly Azor 
561-688-7903 

$20 + $15 kit TBD 9-12 or 1-4PM at the shop 

Right Angle Weave Cubes Jen Ursillo 
561-329-4343 

$40 + $50 for optional kit OR 
supply list can be provided 

Saturday, 
date TBD 

1-4PM at the Shop 
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President*       Jeff Ursillo   706-9549 

1st Vice President*    Michelle Renné   969-3291 

2nd Vice President*    Jen Ursillo   329-4343 

Secretary*   Mary Barrenechea  969-6056 

Treasurer*   Marv Berkowitz   364-9696 
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Past President*   Barbara Ringhiser  588-5458 

Past President*   Michelle Renné   969-3291 

Past President*   Jeff Ursillo   706-9549 

Show Chairman*   Barbara Ringhiser  588-5458 

Show Dealer Chairman Ellen Jean   931-372-8236 
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Class Coordinator Jen Ursillo   329-4343 

Field Trips  Michelle Renné   969-3291 

Historian  OPEN 

Hostess   Coralie Norvell    965-4748 

Librarian  Nina Murray   596-3390 

Membership*  Aurora Siegl   988-7006 

Newsletter Editor*  Jeff Ursillo   706-9549 

Photographers  Lo Rain/Aurora Siegl 

Programs  The Board 

Raffle Coordinator Harriet Flashenburg  733-1466 

Refreshments  Debbie Anderson   965-9279 

Sunshine Committee Lo Rain    827-5793 

Social Events  KC Foster   968-5287 

   Barbara Ringhiser  588-5458  

Head Shop Steward John Holmstrom   585-7094 

Website Manager  Jen Ursillo   329-4343  

*  Denotes a Voting Board Member 

The Gem & Mineral Society of the Palm Beaches, Inc. is a member of the 
Eastern and Southeastern Federation of Mineral and Lapidary Societies, and is 
affiliated with the American Federation of Mineralogical and Lapidary 
Societies.  Monthly meetings are held on the third Thursday of the month 
except for December which is held on the second Thursday.  Meetings start at 
7:30 PM at the West Palm Beach Garden Club across from the South Florida 
Science Museum in Dreher Park, West Palm Beach. 
 

Gem &  M ineral Society of the Palm Beaches Website 
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MEMBERSHIP DUES 
 

Junior Membership - $10.00 
(Under Age 18) 

Single Membership - $15.00 
(Over Age 18) 

Family Membership - $25.00 
 (Includes 2 adults and Children Under 

Age 18 in a single household) 
 

Membership expires on December 31st 
each year and is due by the end of Febru-
ary of the new year. To renew your 
membership, make your check or money 
order out to: 
 
Gem & Mineral Society of the Palm 
Beaches, Inc. and mail to: 
 
Membership Secretary 
Gem & Mineral Society 
P.O. Box 18095 
West Palm Beach, FL  33416 
 

NAME TAGS 
Available from: 
Ace Marking Devices ($12.00) 
3308 S. Dixie Hwy. 
West Palm Beach, FL 33405 
561—833-4073 

Open Shop schedule is 
TENTATIVE due to changing 
class schedule. Call the shop 

steward listed below 
before you go! 

Shop fee is $5 per visit, payable 
to the Shop Steward. 

 
SHOP STEWARDS: 

Head Steward 
 John Holmstrom 561-585-7094    

 
Monday PM 

Michelle Renné  561-969-3291     
 

Fr iday PM 
Jeff Ursillo  561-706-9549 

 
SHOP PHONE 561-585-2080 


